
Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the

economy has progressed
under the Economic
Reform Programme
(ERP).
   Speaking at a
Government of Jamaica
(GoJ)/International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) Mission
Review press conference at
the Office of the Prime
Minister last Friday, Mr.
Holness said the Govern-
ment is pleased that the
programme is proceeding
on track. 
   “Reform efforts are bear-

ing fruits and there is pro-
jected growth by the
Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ),” the Prime
Minister noted. 
   “We have reserves
which are ahead of pro-
gramme targets; employ-
ment continues to be
strong; inflation continues
to be low; interest rates are
at record lows, and gener-
ally, there is a sense of con-
fidence in the economy,”
he added.
   Also participating were
Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Dr. the
Hon Nigel Clarke, and

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Mission Chief
to Jamaica, Dr. Uma
Ramakrishnan, who spoke
about the Fourth Review of
the Precautionary Stand By
Arrangement, from
September 10 to 21.
   Dr. Clarke announced
that Jamaica has met all 21
quantitative performance
requirements, through to
the end of June 2018 which
relate public sector reform
and macro-fiscal outturns.
   “The shared assessment
of the IMF and the
Government is that
Jamaica’s policy imple-

mentation remains strong,”
he said.
   For her part, Dr.
Ramakrishnan said consid-
eration of the review by the

IMF’s Executive Board is
tentatively scheduled for
November 2018. 
   “Upon approval, an
additional US$226 million

will be made available to
Jamaica, bringing the total
accessible credit to US$1.2
billion,” she said.

Jamaica Meets IMF
Performance Targets

PARENTS OF students
sitting the Primary Exit
Profile (PEP) are being
assured that sufficient
materials will be provided
to adequately prepare the
youngsters for the upcom-
ing examination.
     Minister of Education,
Youth and Information
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, says sample items
and practice materials will
be provided free of cost.
     “We’re also going to
have these practice mate-
rials online (on) an exclu-
sive website. All materials
necessary for assisting in
preparing our students, as
well as teachers to deliver
the National Standards
Curriculum (NSC) and
PEP, are going to be made
available,” he pointed out.
     The PEP replaces the
Grade Six Achievement
Test (GSAT) as the
national secondaryschool
entrance exam.
     It is intended to pro-
vide a better and more

complete profile of stu-
dents’ academic and criti-
cal thinking capabilities
at the end of primary-
level education. This will
be achieved  through a
Performance Task, an
Ability Test as well as a
Curriculum-based Test. 

     Students who entered
grade six in September
2018 will comprise the first
PEP cohort.
     The Education
Ministry has also been
training teachers for
implementation of the
examination.

Adequate Material Being Provided for PEP students

A NEW road will be con-
structed at a cost of US$1-
million to bypass Three
Miles, Kingston which has
been closed to vehicular
traffic to facilitate contin-
ued road improvement
works.
     The road, to be built by
China Harbour Engineer-
ing Company Limited
(CHEC), will link Chester-
field Drive to Marcus
Garvey Drive.

     Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness and representa-
tives of CHEC signed a
contract to undertake the
works, during a ceremony
at Jamaica House. 
     Mr. Holness said it was
recognised that with the
closure of Three Miles, the
new two-lane 1.4 km road,
which is part of the
Government’s overall devel-
opment plan and traffic

management strategy, would
be necessary.
     The works will involve
drainage improvement
with the installation of pipe
culverts. Temporary traffic
signals will also be installed
at the intersection with
Marcus Garvey Drive.
     The Prime Minister
anticipates that the new
road will “significantly ease
the traffic situation when it
is done” in October.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) addressing journalists at
last Friday’s Government of Jamaica/International Monetary Fund (GoJ/IMF)
press conference (from left) are: IMF Mission Chief to Jamaica, Dr. Uma
Ramakrishnan, and Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel
Clarke.

More Housing Solutions for Sugar Workers

Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation,
Hon. Karl Samuda (third right) and Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture
and Fisheries, Hon. Audley Shaw (third left), break ground for a new housing
development, Monymusk Glades, in Jacksonville, Clarendon. Under the joint
venture, SCJ Holdings Limited has provided 21 acres of land, which adjoin the
Monymusk Sugar Factory, for the development of 84 solutions by the National
Housing Trust. From left are: Mayor of May Pen, Councillor Winston Maragh;
State Minister in the Ministry of National Security and Member of Parliament for
Southeast Clarendon, Hon. Rudyard Spencer; NHT Board Chairman,
Lennox Channer; and Director, SCJ Holdings, Horace Charoo.

Minister of Education, Youth and Information
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (left), presents a copy of
the National Standard Curriculum and  Primary Exit
Profile (PEP) material to Naggo Head Primary School
student, Rashard Gordon, at a meeting of the
Portmore Rotary Club. At right is the club’s
President, Vicki Hanson.

MINISTER OF Finance
and the Public Service,
Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke,
has commended Tax
Administration Jamaica
(TAJ) for surpassing its
revenue target for the first
four months of the
2018/19 fiscal year, by
four per cent.
     Speaking at a recent
Tax Audit and Revenue
Administration (TARA)
graduation ceremony, Dr.
Clarke said Jamaica is
reaping the benefits of a
“transformed” TAJ. He
further noted that persons
working for the tax agen-
cies  are “integral and
valuable” to the public
service.
    He therefore, com-
mended participants in
the recent TARA post-
graduate training pro-
gramme for “upskilling
yourselves in a vital area
that is inextricably linked
with Jamaica’s success”. 

     Noting that human
resource development is
key to the Government’s
public sector modernisa-
tion programme, Dr. Clarke
said this focus is geared

towards ensuring that “we
can continue to meet the
demands of the Jamaican
people who want better
service”. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) and Vice-President, China
Harbour Engineering Company Ltd. (CHEC), Dr. Zhimin Hu (centre), display the
contract for CHEC’s construction of a new US$1-million road to bypass Three Miles
in Kingston. From second left are Project Manager, CHEC, Xiangang Liu; Minister
of State in the Office of the Prime Minister with responsibility for Works, Hon.
Everald Warmington; and Permanent Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister,
Audrey Sewell.

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the
Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), is presented with a gift basket
by Tax Auditor, Camelia Bryson, during the Tax Audit
and Revenue Administration (TARA) postgraduate
training graduation ceremony, at the Knutsford
Court Hotel in New Kingston.
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TAJ Commended for Surpassing Revenue
Target

New Bypass at Three Miles by End of October
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