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EGC Chairman Welcomes 

Positive Economic Indicators

eConomIC GroWTh Council

(eGC) Chairman, michael

Lee-Chin, has welcomed

several key positive eco-

nomic indicators recorded at

the end of the April to June

2018 quarter.

      notable among these,

he says, are an estimated 1.8

per cent economic growth;

Tax Administration Jamaica’s

$79.9 billion revenue intake,

which he notes is 9.2 per

cent above the $73.2 billion

target; and further reduction

in Jamaica’s debt to gross

domestic product (GDP)

ratio to 105 per cent.

      The Chairman was

speaking at the eGC’s Sixth

Quarterly report at Jamaica

house on August 23.

      mr. Lee-Chin said based

on the TAJ’s revenue inflow

for the June 2018 quarter,

the agency is on track to

exceed its 2018/19 fiscal

year target of $320 billion.

      “We are being more tax

compliant which, as citizens,

all of us have to contribute

and pay our fair due. We

have a long way to go, but

the trend is directionally

right,” he said.

      regarding the debt to

GDP ratio, mr. Lee-Chin said

based on current develop-

ments, he remains optimistic

that this will fall below 100

per cent by the end of the

current fiscal year, in march

2019.

      other key out-turns which

the eGC Chairman highlighted

included: net International

reserves totalling US$31.1

billion; a decline in the inflation

rate to 2.8 per cent; and the

lowering of the Policy

Interest rate to two per cent

by the Bank of Jamaica is

indicative of the eighth con-

secutive decrease of 50

basis points since 2016.

      Also of note, he further

stated, is the sustained level

of business and consumer

confidence, the indices for

which averaged 150 points.  

P
RIME MINISTER the

most hon. Andrew

holness is again

encouraging Jamaicans to

embrace and not fear the new

Primary exit Profile (PeP),

which will replace the Grade

Six Achievement Test (GSAT)

as the national secondary

school placement examination.

      “We can understand the

fears and the concerns. But I

encourage all Jamaica to

embrace this as an opportunity

for the transformation of our

people from mere consumers

of technology and consumers

of information to now being

people who can create knowl-

edge and who can create

technology,” he said.

      mr. holness was

addressing an awards cere-

mony at the office of the

Prime minister (oPm) on

August 22 for children of oPm

and office of the Cabinet staff

members who were success-

ful in the final sitting of the

GSAT earlier this year.

      he said the thrust to cre-

ate a digital society and a

knowledge-based economy

will require people who can

innovate and are solutions-

oriented persons, adding that

PeP is designed to prepare

youngsters for these engage-

ments.

      PeP, which students will

sit for the first time in the

upcoming 2018/19 academic

year, is intended to provide an

improved and more complete

profile of students’ academic

and critical-thinking capa-

bilities at the end of primary-

level education.

      Prime minister holness

emphasised that PeP will cre-

ate a new type of Jamaica –

“one (who) has a more curi-

ous mind… who is looking

more for solutions… is not

afraid of technology, but

believes in the process of

investigation (and) discovery,

and applying existing knowl-

edge to current problems to

come up with solutions.”

      “I think the transition from

GSAT to PeP will be better for

the country and for the gener-

ations to come,” he asserted.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (fourth left) and Permanent Secretary in
the Office of  the Prime Minister (OPM), Audrey Sewell (fifth left), along with the children
of employees of the OPM and Office of the Cabinet, who were successful in the last sit-
ting of the Grade Six Achievement Test (GSAT) earlier this year. The students were pre-
sented with back-to-school gift vouchers during a ceremony at the OPM on August 22.  
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PrIme mInISTer the most

hon. Andrew holness says

the 190 megawatt (mW) power

plant being constructed by

the Jamaica Public Service

(JPS) in old harbour Bay, St.

Catherine, is an ideal example

of a well-managed project

that can potentially spur

increased local and foreign

direct investments.

       “It sends a very good

signal to the international

community about the state of

the Jamaican economy to

not just sustain the financing

of such a large project but to

also have all the necessary

support, infrastructure and

facilities in place to ensure

that such a large investment

can go off seamlessly,” he

said.

       mr. holness said the

US$330 million project,

which is largely financed by

local investors, augurs well

for brand Jamaica, and anti-

cipates that “we will be seeing

(more) large projects of this

nature in the future.”

       “Investors can rest assured

that they can calculate and

manage their risks in

Jamaica, that the Jamaican

Government is supportive of

these large investments and

that we have the labour

force to support (them),” he

added.

       The Prime minister was

speaking with journalists fol-

lowing a tour of the project

site on August 21.

       mr. holness pointed out

that the development, which

is two months ahead of

schedule and within budget,

is a major achievement for

Jamaica, as not only will it

ensure the country’s energy

security, “but for the average

consumer, it will inevitably

see a reduction in your elec-

tricity prices.”

       more than 570 persons

have been employed on the

project, 444 of whom are

Jamaican. 

New JPS  Plant Can Spur Increased Investments

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) dis-
cusses the progress of work for the construction the
Jamaica Public Service’s (JPS) 190 megawatt power plant
in Old Harbour Bay, St. Catherine, with JPS President and
Chief Executive Officer, Emanuel DaRosa. Mr. Holness
was on a tour of the project site on August 21.

The mInISTrY of education,

Youth and Information has

committed $380 million for

the roll-out of the expanded

Pilot rural Transportation

Project for the 2018/19

academic year.

      The ministry pledged

$200 million for implemen-

tation of the first year of the

programme in 2017.

      now in its second year,

the programme is being

implemented in the rural sec-

tions of 12 parishes, excluding

Kingston and St. Andrew. 

   Speaking with JIS News

during the first in a series of

islandwide Parent Sensi-

tisation sessions organised

by the ministry, Coordinator

at the ministry of education’s

Safety and Security in

Schools Unit with responsi-

bility for the Project, richard

Troupe, said approximately

7,500 children on the

Programme of Advancement

through health and

education (PATh) are to ben-

efit from the programme.

      “For this year, we will be

impacting 260 schools

across 12 parishes. In our

first year, our effort was 92

schools. This year, we are

also focusing, in a big way,

on primary schools, espe-

cially in the parishes of St.

mary and St. Ann,” the

minister said.

      These are students who

have demonstrated strong

interest in school and experi-

enced difficulty getting to

school due to high trans-

portation costs. 

      The programme is also

open to schools with special

needs children. 

      mr. Troupe said parti-

cipating primary and sec-

ondary schools are now in

the process of selecting

children for the pro-

gramme.

Bus Service for Students to be Expanded

Labour and Social Security Minister, Hon. Shahine Robinson (6th right), with members
of the farm work programme in Albany, New York, USA, during a recent visit.

Gov’t Looking to Strengthen Jamaica-USA 

Seasonal Work Programme

Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Audley Shaw (left),
points to locally made products on display at the Things Jamaican Specialty Food Store,
which was officially opened at Devon House, in St. Andrew, on August 22. Observing
(from 2nd left) are: former Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Edward Seaga; Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Jennifer Griffith, and Chief Executive Officer of the
Jamaica Business Development Corporation (JBDC), Valerie Viera.

Things Jamaican Specialty Food Store Opens

The GovernmenT is looking

to further strengthen arrange-

ments under the Seasonal

Work Programme between

Jamaica and the United

States (US).

      This was disclosed by

Labour and Social Security

minister, hon. Shahine

robinson, following a meeting

with top-level officials in the

US Departments of Labour,

State, and homeland Security

in Washington, D.C., last

week.  

      mrs. robinson indicated

that the discussions were

fruitful and from all indications,

the response to the request is

expected to be positive.

      Approximately, 7,000

Jamaicans currently participate

in the Programme, 4,981 of

whom are engaged in the

farm work component, and

another 1,693 in the hospitality

sector. 

      “I am looking to double

this figure, as this programme

is important to the Jamaican

workers and economy, as

well as to the US,” the

minister stated.

      The meeting was part of

the itinerary for a five-day

official visit to the United

States, from August 13 to 17,

by a Jamaican delegation

headed by the minister.   

       While in Washington, D.C.,

they met with US Deputy

Undersecretary for Inter-

national Affairs, Department

of Labour, martha newton;

US Assistant Secretary of

State for Consular Affairs,

Department of State, Carl

risch; and Assistant Sec-

retary for homeland Security,

michael Dougherty. 

      members of the delegation

also toured farms in Albany,

new York, where mrs.

robinson met with over 60

workers and employers,

some of whom have been

involved in the seasonal work

programme for over 40 years. 
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