
P
RIME MINISTER the
most Hon. Andrew
Holness says any

state agency in charge of
administering public resources
must meet the highest stan-
dard of accountability and
responsiveness.
      mr. Holness, who was
speaking at the inaugural
Local Governance Conference
at the Jewel Grande resort
and spa in rose Hall, st. James,
on July 17, said the conference’s
theme, ‘strengthening respon-
siveness and Accountability
within the Local Governance
Framework’, is in tandem with
the tone that “this Govern-
ment has consistently main-
tained” in requiring respon-
siveness and accountability
at all levels of Government.
      He added that Local
Government, of all the
ministries, has on the ground
mechanisms that can make a
huge difference in the lives of

the citizenry and must operate
at all times above board and
with a high sense of responsi-
bility.

      “Prosperity can only be
achieved if the Government
creates an enabling environment
where the people are

empowered. to this end,
local government has a criti-
cal role to play in delivering
service to the people,” he
pointed out.
      the Prime minister fur-
ther noted that local govern-
ment is “subject to the same
national standards of account-
ability” and is expected to
deliver the highest quality of
service.
      “Local government is not
parochial government in the
figurative sense. it is also not
a lesser form of Government,
which would require a lesser
form of responsiveness and
accountability. Local govern-
ment is about the delivery of
service. Local government
exists because [it is] able to
deliver service to the citizens
in a much quicker and efficient
fashion than service delivery
from central government,”
mr. Holness said.
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Gov’t to Train More Young
Persons Through HEART/NTA

Business Leaders Say Road Upgrade Will Boost Productivity

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses the
Local Governance Conference at the Jewel Grande Montego
Bay Resort in St. James on July 17.

State Minister for Education, Youth and Information, Hon.
Floyd Green (right), examines a mobile robot at the
recently held World Youth Skills Day 2018 at the HEART
Trust/NTA’s Garmex Academy in Kingston. Looking on is
second-year student in Industrial Systems, Operations
and Maintenance at the Caribbean Maritime University
(CMU), Jenelle Hinds. 

stAte minister for edu-

cation, Youth and information,

Hon. Floyd Green, says the

Government expects a 14 per

cent increase in the number of

students trained in HeArt trust/

ntA programmes this year.

       Giving the keynote

address at the opening cere-

mony for World Youth skills

Day 2018 on July 17 at the

Garmex HeArt Academy in

Kingston, mr. Green said the

Government has set a target

of having 134,000 young per-

sons trained over the period.

       He said this is possible

due to the improved access to

training opportunities through

the full integration of the

national Youth service (nYs),

Jamaica Foundation for

Lifelong Learning (JFLL) and

the Apprenticeship Board with

the HeArt trust/ntA to cre-

ate a super training agency.

       “As a Government, we

have been improving access

to skills training. We want to

ensure that right across the

length and breadth of Jamaica,

any young person that

wants to go into skills, there

is an avenue. When you

come to the HeArt trust, it is

a one-stop shop. We provide

assessments and then put you

on a pathway towards skills

education,” the state minister

said.

       mr. Green called on young

persons to explore technical

and vocational education and

training (tVet) areas as viable

career options.

       HeArt trust now has

an increased focus on special-

isations, including training

programmes targeted at high-

employment industries, such

as business process out-

sourcing (BPO), tourism and

hospitality, logistics, animation

as well as construction and

agriculture.

tHere is consensus among

several business leaders that

road improvements, com-

pleted or being carried out

across sections of Kingston,

st. Andrew, st. Catherine and

other areas, will serve to

boost workforce productivity

by significantly reducing travel

time.

      their views are consistent

with those expressed by Prime

minister the most Hon. Andrew

Holness during a recent tour

of several legacy road proj-

ects being implemented

under the Government’s major

infrastructure Development

Programme (miDP).

      “if 12,000 to 15,000

Jamaicans… sit in traffic for

30 minutes to get from home

to their destinations, you can

calculate the loss of time and

productivity, and build into

that the cost of energy that

we waste. therefore, we

believe that this investment

(in road improvements) will

make our labour force far

more productive,” the Prime

minister said.

   President of the Jamaica

employers’ Federation (JeF),

David Wan, tells JIS News
that there are many benefits

to be derived from upgrading

the roadways, pointing out

that for each person, it may

save them 15 or 20 minutes

(travelling) each way to work

and back home every day.

      Additionally, he says the

purveyors of goods and serv-

ices, such as taxi operators,

also stand to benefit, noting

that “if they can carry more

passengers on any given day

because the roads are clearer,

they will earn more money.”

      small Business Asso-

ciation of Jamaica (sBAJ)

President, Hugh Johnson,

describes the extensive road-

improvement projects as a

“welcome and necessary

move” by the Government to

ensure timely commuting.

      He also welcomes the

strategic placement of police

officers along major roadways

and intersections, which, he

believes, is facilitating signifi-

cantly improved traffic flow in

those areas.

mOre tHAn 100 private

partners have joined the

network of closed-circuit

television (CCtV) cameras

being used for the

Jamaicaeye initiative since

its inception in march 2018.

      the programme, which

was implemented in an

effort to utilise both private

and Government cameras

to monitor public spaces, is

being used to monitor

crime, accidents, natural

disasters or other emergen-

cies, to make response

more effective.

      “this partnership will

allow us to expand our foot-

print and our situational

awareness,” senior Director

of modernisation and strategic

Projects at the ministry of

national security, Arvel

Grant, said at a Jis ‘think

tank’, on July 18.

      He explained that the

cameras being placed by the

Government as part of the

network will be installed in

high-priority strategic locations,

based on information gar-

nered through analysis of

crime and accident data. 

      in the meantime, mr. Grant

implored more Jamaicans

to become part of the

movement and “make a

contribution to secure their

own spaces,” through the

provision of camera feed

from their personal CCtV.

      He said that persons

interested in joining the net-

work may log on to the

Jamaicaeye website at

www.jamaicaeye.gov.jm,

where they will be taken

through an interactive por-

tal, which will allow them to

sign on.

      Jamaicaeye is a national

CCtV surveillance pro-

gramme geared at improving

public safety.

Contract signed for the refurbishing 
of st. Catherine Parish Court

Minister of Health, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (2nd left), breaks ground for the
renovation of  the Stony Hill Health Centre in St. Andrew on July 16. Also participating (from
left) are Acting Parish Manager, Kingston and St. Andrew Health Services, Anthony Wood;
Member of Parliament for West Rural St. Andrew, Juliet Cuthbert-Flynn; Board Chairman,
National Health Fund (NHF), Gregory Mair; and Chief Executive Officer, NHF, Everton
Anderson.

Stony Hill Health Centre to be Renovated

tHe st. Catherine Parish

Court in spanish town is to

be refurbished at a cost of

$43 million.

      the contract for the

undertaking was signed on

July 19 during the quarterly

press briefing at the ministry’s

Constant spring road offices

in st. Andrew.

      sm Quality Construction

will undertake the project,

which is expected to get

under way shortly and be

completed over a four-month

period.

      Building Project Consultant

at the Justice ministry, Vivian

Gordon, said that renovations

will be extensive.

      “We are changing win-

dows, redoing the floors, we

are painting, and we are

upgrading plumbing and

electrical services in the

building,” he informed.

      “We have many areas in

the building that we have to

look at in terms of the type

and quality of the finishes,

and all of those things will be

addressed by the refurbishing,”

mr. Gordon added.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck (centre), Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry, Carol Palmer (left); and
Representative, SM Quality Construction, Austin Dennis, sign
a contract valued at $43 million for the refurbishing of St.
Catherine Parish Court in Spanish Town. The signing took
place during the quarterly press briefing held at the Ministry’s
Constant Spring Road offices on July 19. 

JamaicaEye Now Has Over 100 Private Partners 

State Agencies Must be
Accountable

PM  Holness to Attend BRICS  Summit

Prime minister the most

Hon. Andrew Holness has

been invited to attend the

10th BriCs summit, set for

July 25 to 28 at the sandton

international Convention

Centre in Johannesburg,

south Africa.

      mr. Holness, who has

been invited in his official

capacity as Caribbean Com-

munity (CAriCOm) Chairman,

is the first Head of

Government from Jamaica

and the region to attend the

event.

      the Prime minister, who will

be accompanied by Foreign

Affairs and Foreign trade

minister, senator the Hon.

Kamina Johnson smith, will

participate in talks at the BriCs

Plus discussions on July 27.

      the event is convened

annually for discussions among

leaders of the world’s leading

emerging economies – Brazil,

russia, india, China and

south Africa – on political,

economic and environmental

issues, as well as socio-

economic coordination.
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