
R
EGISTERED JAMAICAN
architects locally and
in the diaspora have

the opportunity to win up to
$7 million in the Houses of
Parliament Design Competition.
      the competition was offi-
cially launched on may 17, by
Prime minister the most Hon.
Andrew Holness during a cer-
emony at the national Heroes
Park in downtown Kingston,
where the new building is to
be located.

      mr. Holness said the launch
is significant, as this is the
furthest the vision for a new
sovereign building has reached
in over 50 years.
      He pointed out that Jam-
aica has not had a purpose-
built designed Parliament
building in the 52 years of its
political independence, noting
that the current building was
originally a municipal building.

      “Gordon House was

always a temporary House of

Parliament. Aside from the

issue of insufficient space,

inadequate parking and faci-

lities to interact and engage

with the public, the building

itself lacks the stature and

functionality of a modern

Parliament,” he said.

      mr. Holness encouraged

architects to take advantage of

the opportunity to be involved

in a historic, transformational

developmental project that will

be executed by Jamaicans for

Jamaicans.

      the Prime minister added

that the new building will be

part of the transformation and

redevelopment of downtown

Kingston into “a vibrant, envi-

able and iconic destination”.
      the concept for the
design competition, which is
being staged by the Urban
Development Coorporation
(UDC), includes a Parliament
complex to be located within
the confines of the Park,
among recreational spaces
and gardens.
      this competition is open to
all registered Jamaican archi-
tects or teams consisting of a
registered Jamaican architect,
whether based locally or abroad.

PM Launches Design Competition
for New Parliament Building

Minister to Seek Cabinet 
Approval for Cyber Academy

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (4th left) and Chairman, Urban Development
Corporation (UDC), Senator Ransford Braham (right), unveil a commemorative board for the
Houses of Parliament Design Competition, during the official launch of the competition at
the National Heroes Park in downtown Kingston on May 17. Also participating in the event
from left are Minister of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang; Minister without
Portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon. Karl Samuda; and Member of Parliament
for Southern Trelawny, Marisa Dalrymple-Philibert.

CABinet is to be asked for

its approval of a memo-

randum of Understanding

between the Government and

israel Aerospace industries,

to facilitate the creation of

the region’s first Cyber

Academy.

      the academy is intended

to build a professional and

skilled cyber workforce by

providing training and prac-

tical experience and certifi-

cation in the areas of cyber-

security, cyber defence and

cyber intelligence.

      minister of science,

energy and technology, Dr.

the Hon. Andrew Wheatley,

made the announcement

during his contribution to the

2018/19 sectoral Debate in

the House of representatives

on may 15.

      Dr. Wheatley said the

academy will be a centre of

excellence in the region and

will make Jamaica the regional

leader in cybersecurity and

cyber defence.

      “We face many chal-

lenges in our fight against

cybercrime. one of those is

the ability to find and retain

expertise in the field. For our

country to be equipped to

deal with the threats associ-

ated with increased use of

technology and the enable-

ment of a truly digital society,

we must have qualified

experts to protect our public

and private sector assets,”

he said.

      He added that cyber

threats and cybercrime have

been escalating at an expo-

nential rate globally.

      Dr. Wheatley pointed out

that Jamaica lost over

Us$100 million to cyber-

crime activities in 2016.

Science, Energy and Tech-
nology Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Andrew Wheatley

ADVT.

tHree tHoUsAnD young

people are to participate in

the ministry of Local Govern-

ment and Community Devel-

opment’s summer employment

Programme.

      Portfolio minister, Hon.

Desmond mcKenzie, provided

details of the initiative during

his contribution to the

2018/19 sectoral Debate in

the House of representatives

on may 16.

      in 2017/18, more than

2,300 young people from the

228 divisions were employed

to undertake tasks relevant to

the ministry’s core functions,

including a streetlight audit,

missing street sign data col-

lection and collection of data

on vulnerable persons in

communities.

      the data collection pro-

gramme provides the ministry

with the relevant information

to improve service delivery.

      “We are striving to incor-

porate our young people into

an appreciation of local gov-

ernment, while giving them

incentives and using their

energy and talent to help the

ministry to undertake crucial

activities,” minister mcKenzie

said.

      He noted that over the

past two years, more than

5,000 young people were

provided with employment

opportunities under the pro-

gramme.

      “never in the history of

local government have the

local authorities provided

summer employment pro-

grammes to the magnitude

that this Administration did

last year,” mr. mcKenzie said.

      this initiative is specially

designed to meet one of the

Government’s key priorities,

which is to facilitate the

empowerment of Jamaican

youth by creating opportunities

for them through employ-

ment.

tHe Government has
allocated $50 million for the
installation of wheelchair
ramps at public educational
institutions across the island,
with the work to start on
Labour Day, may 23 at the
st. Ann’s Bay infant school in
st. Ann.
      state minister for edu-
cation, Youth and information,
Hon. Floyd Green, said that
two schools in each of the
island’s 63 constituencies will
be retrofitted with ramps to
facilitate improved access by
children with disabilities.
      He said that in total, 126
institutions will be equipped
with the amenities for the
2018/19 financial year.
      minister Green was
speaking to JIS News at the
launch of the nathan ebanks
Foundation’s second annual
Family expo and special
needs resource Fair on may
15 at the ministry of
economic Growth and Job
Creation in Kingston.
      the building of wheel-
chair ramps at public schools

is one of the national areas of
focus for Labour Day under
the theme ‘ramp it Up – Fix
it Up’. the other is on the
upgrading of health centres
to improve the environment
for staff and patients.
      “We are taking a targeted
approach with our Labour Day
project, which is a collaboration
of the ministries of education
and Health,” mr. Green said.

      Data from the national
education trust (net), which
is the implementing entity for
the project to install ramps in
schools, indicate that of
Jamaica’s 971 public infant,
primary and high schools,
and over 2,000 early child-
hood institutions, only 138
primary and high schools are
fitted with ramps.

3,000 Young Persons for summer 
employment Programme

Minister of Health, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (2nd left), examines items included in
some of the 150 fully equipped midwifery bags provided under the  Programme for the
Reduction of Maternal and Child Mortality (PROMAC), at a handover ceremony held at
the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) on Oxford Road in St. Andrew on May 15. Others
(from left) are Head of the European Union (EU) Delegation to Jamaica,
Ambassador Malgorzata Wasilewska; Coordinator for PROMAC, Dr. Simone
Spence, and Deputy Director General at the PIOJ, Barbara Scott.

150 Fully Equipped Midwifery Bags 
Provided Under PROMAC

Minister of Local Government
and Community Development,
Hon. Desmond McKenzie

The new building
will be part of the

transformation and
redevelopment of

downtown Kingston
into “a vibrant, 

enviable and iconic 
destination”.

NWC $15B Local Bond Will Transform Entity – PM

Prime minister the most

Hon. Andrew Holness says

the $15 billion local bond

facility established by the

national Water Commission

(nWC), will help to transform

the entity into a viable asset

for long-term investment.

      “We are now creating

the nWC as an asset in

which pension funds, and

other such funds, like insur-

ance funds, can invest,” he

explained, while addressing

a press conference held at

Jamaica House on may 15 to

provide further details on the

bond issue.

      He noted that the local

bond issuance will allow the

nWC to refinance a significant

portion of its high interest

rate foreign currency denom-

inated loans, which will reduce

the Commission’s exposure

to foreign exchange losses.

      the Prime minster said

that in making the nWC

financially stronger, it will be

able to take on more capital

projects, noting that a sig-

nificant portion of the $15

billion bond will be used to

finance capital projects,

which include laying pipes,

dealing with sewerage infra-

structure, treatment and

repairs.

      Under the arrangement,

which was facilitated through

the national Commercial

Bank Capital markets

Limited, the nWC will have

immediate access to $12.51

billion to refinance specific

foreign currency denominated

loans and also provide funding

of $3 billion to undertake a

number of agreed capital

projects islandwide in the

fiscal period 2018/19.

      the remaining $2.49 bil-

lion from the bond issue is to

be received in 12 months, on

condition that the Commission

would have achieved stip-

ulated targets relating to its

on-revenue water (nrW)-

reduction programme in

Kingston and st. Andrew,

and implementation of its new

high-performance digital water

meters, among other things.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) high-
lights a point to (from 2nd left) Chairman of the National
Water Commission (NWC), Senator Aubyn Hill; and Chief
Executive Officer, National Commercial Bank (NCB) Capital
Markets Limited, Steven Gooden. Occasion was a press
conference held at Jamaica House on May 15.

Gov’t Allocates $50M for Wheelchair Ramps in
School Project

State Minister for Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Floyd
Green (right), speaking at the launch of the second annual
Nathan Ebanks Foundation Family Expo and Special Needs
Resource Fair on May 15 at the Ministry of Economic Growth
and Job Creation in Kingston. Looking on is Founder/President
of the Nathan Ebanks Foundation, Christine Staple-Ebanks. 
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