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Acknowledgements
Mr. Speaker, I rise and give thanks to God for sparing us as a nation, so that we can all gather
again in this House to discuss the people’s business and recommit ourselves as instruments of
his will.

Mr. Speaker, I must take this opportunity to specially recognize:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

My Family
My Constituents of South Central St. Catherine whom I continue to dutifully represent in
this Honourable House
The Most Honourable Prime Minister, my Cabinet colleagues and Members of this
Honourable House
Officers, Delegates and Members of the Jamaica Labour Party
My Councillors – Jennifer Hull, , and Mark McLean who will be elected councilor for the
Homestead Division. Special dedication to Councillor Owen Palmer
My Constituency Executive, Constituency Office Staff along with other members of my
Personal and Support Staff
My Advisors
My Permanent Secretary, and my team at the Ministry, who continue to give me their
unwavering support
I wish to also thank the various Heads of Agencies and Divisions within the Ministry, as
well as the Chairpersons and Directors of the state boards falling under the Ministry

Introduction and Opening Remarks
Mr. Speaker, I have much to cover in a short time. My presentation today will focus on what we
have done over the past year and what we will be doing this coming year. Like the budget
presentation of the Most Honourable Prime Minister, the theme of my address will focus on
things I committed to do and those things I have done.
The message I want to leave with the House and Jamaicans listening and watching is that my
team at the Ministry has spent the past year working hard and meeting goals. You know Mr.
Speaker I have been inspired by the words of the song, ‘Give them the Ride’, track number nine
on Sizzla’s smash 1997 album, ‘Black Woman and Child’. In that song Sizzla declares that, ‘Words
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without works can’t sustain’. And today Mr. Speaker I will speak about how my Ministry has
been doing work; not just using words!
Mr. Speaker, I often hear colleagues on that side brag about having “rolled the wicket” that we
are playing on and having “created the foundation” that we are now taking advantage of.
Well, I know that the member from South East St. Andrew, as an avid cricket fan and even the
member from East Kingston and Port Royal know only too well that a groundsman prepares a
wicket and then goes to the sidelines to watch the cricketers in action on the pitch!
If we are to accept them as groundsmen Mr. Speaker, then they are now sitting in the shade
watching as my team and I make runs! Sometimes we take singles Mr. Speaker, because that’s
what’s on offer. Sometimes a ball rears up off a bad spot on the pitch, threatening to strike us on
the helmet, but we just sway and navigate the delivery. We know where our crease is Mr. Speaker
so we won’t get stumped, even as we dance down the wicket to hit some deliveries over long off
for six. Mr. Speaker as you will see over the course of my presentation, my team’s innings has so
far featured several boundaries. And we continue to play with fluency as we aim to put up a big
score.
Let me now show you Mr. Speaker how, in real terms, my team has been doing the work and not
just using words!
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Science
Mr. Speaker, for quite a number of years the Science portfolio has been neglected, and I made a
commitment on assuming office that I would address this. Let me also state that once faced with
all of the information, the extent of the neglect was even more than I had imagined, but as a
Scientist in charge of the portfolio I was not going to allow this to continue.

National Science, Technology & Innovation Policy
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce, that after a decade and a half of talking about the need
for an updated policy direction, Cabinet will shortly be in possession of the proposed National
Science, Technology and Innovation (ST&I) Policy.

Mr. Speaker we seek public feedback on our vision to use science and its applications to pursue
our aspiration for inclusive and sustainable development, global competitiveness and long-term
resilience. We propose to achieve this via four (4) major actions.
1. Connect the Major Players in ST&I - Our scientific community will systematically
transform their ideas and research results into products and processes that can be readily
absorbed by productive and legislative firms (knowledge users). This National System of
Innovation will generate, store and transfer knowledge and technologies that promote
growth, competitiveness and efficient delivery of public goods.
2. Foster a Culture of Innovation - All Jamaicans at the personal, public, corporate and
political levels will understand the value of ST&I to their own pursuits for prosperity. We
will promote new behaviours and attitudes toward inquiry, discovery, risk and new
knowledge, to foster a culture of creativity, entrepreneurship and innovation and
increased interest in S&T careers.
3. Drive Our Development Agenda using ST&I - Jamaica will leapfrog toward its Vision 2030
and the targets agreed under the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals using
disruptive innovation, underpinned by sound science. The scientific and innovative
community will be fully integrated into the development process and policy will also be
oriented to minimize risk posed emerging and transformative technologies, such as
driverless cars, bioengineering, the Internet of Things, artificial intelligence, big data and
robotics.
4. Develop a World Class Capacity and Reputation of Innovation - Jamaica will become a
world leader in providing knowledge and strategic innovations for Jamaica and beyond.
We will have a modern world-class infrastructure to support frontier and high-impact
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scientific work and training. Increased investments in human talent will ensure that there
is a critical mass of competent scientists, technicians, engineers, mathematicians and
STEM educators that are prepared for and can contribute to the world of tomorrow.
Mr. Speaker as Jamaica’s first long term ST&I policy a National Implementation Plan will govern
its action by aligning the strategic operations of all Ministries, Department and Agencies and
relevant academic and private bodies.

Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORKS MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Science for Regional and International Partnership
Mr. Speaker, Jamaica has defined itself as a regional and international leader in science and it is
critical that we continue to put in place key initiatives in the science portfolio. And the past year
has proven extremely successful in this regard. Let me quickly speak to some of these successes.

International Nuclear Technology Hub
Mr. Speaker, the International Centre for Environmental and Nuclear Sciences (ICENS) is now a
resource hub for Nuclear Technology for Small Island Developing States (SIDS). ICENS operates
the Caribbean’s only nuclear reactor and this designation means that Jamaica will lead the way
among small islands in using nuclear science to improve human health, agriculture, water
management, safety and security.
In partnership with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), ICENS will become the pivot
of the global network promoting cooperation among SIDS by building human and institutional
capacities in nuclear science and technology.

Organization of American States Committee for Science and Technology
Mr. Speaker, Jamaica was successfully installed as 1st Vice President of the Organization of
American States (OAS) Committee for Science and Technology (COMCYT) at the 5th Meeting of
Ministers and High Level Authorities for Science and Technology (REMCYT) in Medellin, Colombia
in November 2017. For the first time a Caribbean nation will lead the COMCYT in the formulation
and implementation of OAS policies for ST&I development.
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Mr. Speaker, Jamaica along with the President from Colombia and second Vice President from
Peru will steer the agenda of the committee to support and contribute to the expansion of
programmemes, projects, proposals, resource mobilization and partnership in ST&I aligned to
national/regional development agendas.

International Network for Government Science Advice
Mr. Speaker, Jamaica leads the Caribbean in its installation into the International Network for
Government Science Advice (INGSA), a collaborative platform for policy exchange, capacity
building and research across diverse global science advisory organizations and national systems.
The Ministry hosted the inaugural workshop, in February of this year, bringing together forty (40)
practicing scientists and policy professionals from eleven (11) countries to develop capacities and
mechanisms for science advice in the Caribbean.
The network incorporates some 40,000 scientists and policy advisors in 80 countries and operates
under the auspices of the International Council for Science (ICSU).

Bilateral Cooperation Research Between South Africa & Jamaica
Mr. Speaker, there are still more runs being scored in the area of Science. My Ministry in
partnership with the Department of Science and Technology in South Africa, has funded three (3)
high impact joint research projects, in the amount of $60 million. The S&T bilateral cooperation
with South Africa continues to be the most successful one of its kind in the Caribbean and we
continue to implement programmemes of mutual benefit.
Mr. Speaker, during my Ministerial visit to South Africa in December last year, the then Science
Minister, Naleidi Pandor committed to assisting Jamaica in developing the national framework
for commercialising Jamaica’s traditional knowledge. Subsequently high level government
officials from South Africa facilitated capacity building sessions in March 2018 with Jamaican
policy makers, scientists, industry partners and knowledge holders. This will lead to the creation
of a draft policy and continued growth in the development of new innovative industries.

Science and Technology Research Park
Mr. Speaker in 2015 an Audit of the Hope national science facilities was conducted. In 2017
Cabinet approved a Memorandum of Understanding with US-based Biojam Industrial Research
and Development Global Inc. to conduct a Technology Readiness Assessment for Jamaica’s first
Science and Technology Research Park.
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Mr. Speaker, through consultations with local stakeholders we expect a report in short order on
our capabilities, deficiencies and needs in meeting standards of science and research parks
globally.

Hazardous Waste in National Laboratories
Mr. Speaker I now want to talk about Hazardous Waste. Hazardous Waste is an often overlooked
area in Science. Mr. Speaker, last year I established the Hazardous Laboratory Waste Clean-up
Ad-Hoc Committee (HALWAC). Its mandate was, for the very first time, to assess and provide
recommendations on how to deal with the problem of chemical and equipment stockpiles in our
national labs. Mr. Speaker, I received the report from the committee last month and steps are
now being taken coming out of the committee's recommendations
Mr. Speaker, some sixteen (16) participating facilities are working together to establish protocols
for the collection, treatment and disposal of laboratory waste. Through partnership with the
National Solid Waste Management Authority, the National Environment Planning Agency and the
private sector we are developing the terms for a mass disposal of hazardous chemicals.
Mr. Speaker I must also make particular mention of a partnership forged with local cement
company, CEMEX that has committed to aid in the incineration of 30% of laboratory organic
waste within a matter of weeks.
Mr. Speaker, it is our intention to continue building these public-private partnerships as we strive
toward reducing risk to human health and the environment and push our research facilities to
meet international service standards.

Science and the SMEs
Mr. Speaker, this administration understands that SMEs are the engine for economic
development and my Ministry is committed to enabling the integration of science and technology
into the small and medium enterprises to spur business growth.
To that end Mr. Speaker, I am happy to announce that the Scientific Research Council (SRC) has
just established and launched Jamaica’s first Science & Technology Business Incubator.
Mr. Speaker, the Innovation Lab and Science Resource Centre is the first of its kind in the region
and will support entrepreneurs working on climate change research and technologies, while
helping them bring their ideas to market. Fourteen (14) start-ups from around the Caribbean
have already been incorporated into the hub’s Accelerator programmeme.
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On my watch Mr. Speaker, the SRC has now doubled down on its efforts to support entrepreneurs
and more than 600 MSMEs in capacity building, product development and highly accrediting
analytical services.

Science and Industry
Mr. Speaker, my Ministry has also had major success in the application of science and research
in driving the legislative agenda for the country.
Mr. Speaker, after decades of lobbying and advocacy by the medical and scientific communities,
the NCST has led a multi-sectoral team in gaining approval to amend the Food and Drug Act. The
amendments Mr. Speaker, will finally categorize and regulate Natural Health Products including
Nutraceuticals and independent categories to Food and Drugs.
Mr. Speaker, let me reiterate that no longer will we ignore the scientific evidence that supports
the efficacy of some of Jamaica’s medicinal plants and practices. The National Nutraceuticals
Industry Steering Committee has already drafted and prepared the amendments and instructions
to the Chief Parliamentary Council for Cabinet’s decision to take effect.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORKS MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!
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Technology
Mr. Speaker, I will now move to the Technology Portfolio where we have been having a promising
innings. Our last year in technology has been one where we have expanded on our successes
from the previous year and continue to break new ground moving forward. Technology is all
about works Mr. Speaker, not just talk.

Community Access Points Update
Mr. Speaker I will start with our continuing Community Access Point Rollout. We are nearing 300
CAP sites island wide. Mr. Speaker, unlike previous CAP site rollouts that were undertaken by the
previous administration, our rollouts concentrate more on creating value and impact for the
citizens and their communities. In other words Mr. Speaker, we are doing it properly, rather than
doing it for doing it sake. Accordingly, Mr. Speaker the Universal Service Fund (USF) has employed
a collaborative approach with various stakeholders to provide greater effectiveness in the value
and delivery of important benefits to communities in a sustained manner. Some of our partners
are:
•
•
•
•
•

HEART TRUST NTA / National Youth Service (HEART/NYS)
Registrar General’s Department (RGD)
Social Development Commission(SDC)
National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSC)
Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ)

Mr. Speaker, when I assumed office we undertook an assessment of the state of affairs of CAP
sites and found that almost 30% were not in operation. Many of them were in this state because
communities found it difficult to pay for electricity to run the sites.

To address this issue Mr. Speaker, The Universal Service Fund has undertaken a project to retrofit
existing CAP sites with solar energy PV systems and all new CAP sites are being equipped with
solar PV systems. The last fiscal year we targeted a total of 31 CAPs are to be equipped with solar
equipment at a cost of 115.6 million dollars.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!
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Public Wi-Fi Status Update
Mr. Speaker as we delivered on our mandate to connect and provide access to our citizens, five
(5) WIFI hotspots were created between April and December 2017 to provide free access to the
public. These were:
●

Nelson Mandela Park, Half Way Tree

●

Saint William Grant Park, Kingston

●

Cecil Charlton Park, Mandeville

●

Olympic Way, St Andrew

●

Junction, St. Elizabeth

Mr. Speaker in this coming year more free public Wi-Fi will be available to our citizens in a variety
of ways.
1. JUTC Buses – By the end of the year Mr. Speaker we expect to see the majority of JUTC
Buses in the Corporate area fully equipped with freely accessible Wi-Fi. Mr. Speaker
EVERY JUTC BUS WILL BE A HOTSPOT!! and it will cost the Government of Jamaica (GoJ)
absolutely nothing to implement.
2. Emancipation Park – We will also be rolling out Public Wi-Fi in Emancipation Park. This
should come on stream in by the end of summer. But perhaps the most exciting public
Wi-Fi deployment Mr. Speaker, is going to be seen as part of the continuing Smart City
initiative in the New Kingston Area.
3. New Kingston Smart City Thoroughfare – Mr. Speaker it is our intention to establish the
New Kingston Area as the island’s first Smart City. We will do so with a combined Proof of
Concept effort between the JPS, National Works Agency (NWA), MSET in conjunction with
Private Sector Partners. Work has already begun as JPS has been busy over the past two
(2) years implementing a Smarter Grid and intelligent lighting in that space. Our next
move will be to blanket the entire Knutsford Boulevard corridor, from Oxford Road to
Trafalgar Road with intelligent Wi-Fi.

In short order I will be tabling for Cabinet consideration, an MOU between the GoJ and Cisco
Systems to implement a proof of concept to demonstrate this intelligent Wi-Fi platform. This
approach will open numerous opportunities for local companies and innovators to provide new
and enhanced services to anyone doing business, travelling through or dining along the Knutsford
Boulevard.
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The goal here Mr. Speaker is to establish an intelligent corridor where people can safely use their
devices to connect to high speed internet free of cost.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!
‘You know Mr. Speaker, the Opposition members watching me score runs often try to set traps
so I might get caught behind. Well Mr. Speaker I can assure them that I am wise to their
gimmicks and can declare that this cricketer will not be caught behind!!’

Connectivity for Crime Fighting
Mr. Speaker, on the topic of making spaces more secure, we continued to play our part in
assisting with the application of technology to aid in the fight against crime.

Mr. Speaker, thirteen (13) locations were connected to the USF’s Island-wide Broadband
Network in 2017. Included in these locations were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Fraud Squad
St. Catherine Major Investigation Taskforce
Transnational Crime & Narcotics Division
Bureau of Special Investigation (BSI)
Major Organized Crime and Anticorruption (MOCA)
National Intelligence Bureau (NIB)
Westmoreland Divisional HQ
Ocho Rios Police Station

Jamaica Cyber Academy
Mr. Speaker as we play our part in the fight against crime on the ground we must also be acutely
aware of the fight against crime in Cyber Space. Mr. Speaker, Cyber threats and Cyber crimes
have been escalating at an exponential rate globally. Jamaica is no different Mr. Speaker, so much
so that in 2016 it is reported that the country lost over USD$100 million to cyber crime activity.
In our context this is a big figure.
We face many challenges in our fight against cybercrimes. One of those, Mr. Speaker, is the ability
to find and retain expertise in the field. For our country to be equipped to deal with the threats
associated with increased use of technology and the enablement of a truly digital society we must
have qualified experts to protect our public and private sector assets.
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As such Mr. Speaker I will be asking Cabinet next week for its approval of an MOU between the
GoJ and Israel Aerospace Industries – ELTA, which will see the creation of the region’s first Cyber
Academy. This academy will build a professional & skilled cyber workforce by providing training,
practical experience and most importantly certification in the areas of Cyber security, Cyber
defense and Cyber intelligence. Mr. Speaker, this academy will be a center of excellence in the
region and it will make Jamaica the regional leader when it comes to Cyber Security and Cyber
Defense.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

TAP 1000 Programme Update
Mr. Speaker, there is still more that we are doing to ENERGIZE and EMPOWER.
Mr. Speaker in December of last year I announced a game changing programme the Technology
Advancement Programmeme (TAP 1000). This programmeme trains and employs 1000
unattached youth, aged 18-35 across the island in the areas of ICT, digitization and data
collection. The Universal Service Fund spearheads this initiative.
Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to inform this Honourable House that in February of this year the
programme was launched on schedule with its full complement of 1000 young people. In fact,
Mr. Speaker, the programme was oversubscribed so much so that we will be looking to double
the cohort when this current cycle is completed next year.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Tablets in School Project (TIS) Update
The sixes and fours continue Mr. Speaker. The full rollout of the Tablet in Schools project is slated
for September this year. All indications are that we are on schedule and will be able to meet this
rollout date.
•
•

The Cabinet approval of the TIS Project Rollout was given in July 2017.
Request for Proposals for provision of Tablets, Charging Carts, Laptop computers and
Audio/Visual technology were published and proposals have been evaluated.
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•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Recommendations have been submitted for approval to the National Contracts
Commission and will be submitted to Cabinet for contracting before the end of May 2018.
Planning and preparatory activities for Phases 1 and 2 of the Roll-out have been
completed.
School leadership orientation, an upgraded training program and a revised mind-set
change strategy that is in harmony with the Ministry of Education, Youth and
Information’s revised curriculum, is underway.
Smarter and more secure strategy for access to content will be employed (including
caching and off-line content).
A Technology Readiness Assessment has been done for each school and preparations are
underway and being monitored.
Proposals for updated ICT training have been received and are being evaluated for
decision before the end of first quarter of 2018, with special emphasis on mobile
technology and cyber security.
Teacher training needs and Technology Readiness assessment for each school have been
completed.

Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

eCare Programme Announcement
Mr. Speaker in the next couple of weeks, we will be launching a groundbreaking pilot initiative
that will enhance healthcare delivery across the island with technology at the core. The initiative
will be dubbed eCARE Mr. Speaker. eCare, is being implemented in collaboration with the
Universal Service Fund and the Diabetes Association of Jamaica.
Mr. Speaker I believe that eCARE is a game changer as it will revolutionise the way in which
doctors and their patients collaborate to manage chronic diseases such as diabetes, hypertension
and heart disease.
Mr. Speaker eCARE will allow a patient to, through use of technology, interact with their doctor
for consultation and advice without having to leave home to visit a clinic or medical practice.
eCARE will facilitate video conferencing between doctor and patient along with affording the
medical professional the convenience of sending prescriptions to the patient’s pharmacy of
choice.
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Mr. Speaker, the eCare pilot will have a phased introduction at select health centres. Five
thousand (5000) persons will be selected to be part of the pilot, with their data to be analyzed as
part of the evaluation process before the nationwide launch of the programmeme.
Mr. Speaker, doctors and their clinical support staff will receive training in the use of the
technology, and how the technology can assist them in assessing specific parameters such as
blood sugar, blood pressure and cholesterol levels. Mr. Speaker my vision for eCare is to use state
of the art technology to:
•
•
•
•
•

cut the long waiting queues at public health centres
reduce overcrowding at these facilities
better manage the incidents of NCDs
realize tremendous cost savings and contribute to a healthy society
put power into the hands of patients to better manage their own health!

Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Data Protection Bill
Mr. Speaker, the Data Protection Bill was tabled late last year and is currently being reviewed by
a Joint Select Committee of Parliament.
Mr. Speaker I am very pleased with the stakeholder participation thus far. We have received over
two dozen submission from stakeholders in various quarters and I expect that this far reaching
piece of legislation will become law before the end of this year.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Bill
Mr. Speaker, the new legislative focus this year will be the ICT Bill. This ICT Bill will repeal the now
17-year-old Telecommunications Act with one that will establish a legislative environment more
in tune with the realities of today’s dynamic ICT landscape. It will also usher in the creation of the
Single ICT Regulator. This single regulator will combine the functions of the Spectrum
Management Authority, with the relevant divisions of the OUR and the Broadcasting
Commission, into a single regulatory body that will marshal a more agile and responsive
regulatory environment in keeping with the demands of future technology needs.
Mr. Speaker, I intend to table that bill in Parliament towards the end of the third quarter of the
year with final promulgation by the end of this fiscal year.
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Government of Jamaica ICT Transformation Update
Mr. Speaker continued work on transformation of ICT in Government guided by the Blueprint
Roadmap has seen a number of firsts being delivered.

Completion and Launch of the GoJ Portal
Mr. Speaker, one of the biggest complaints we have heard from our citizens and from the
diaspora is that whenever you want to do any business with government “it’s just so hard!!” And
understandably so because when you think about it we have over 200 government services that
a person or business my need to interact with at any time. And unless you know where each of
these online services are or what the web address is for the one you want to engage it could take
you a very long time to find the right place. A similar experience is described by investors overseas
who are eager to invest in or start a business in Jamaica. Questions like:
•
•
•
•

Where do I go to register a business?
How do I pay taxes?
Do I need a visa and where do I go to get one?
How can I donate money to meaningful causes in Jamaica?

These are only a few of the questions and challenges that many people have faced when trying
to engage us as a country. I believe we have made a quantum leap in solving these challenges.
Mr. Speaker, after 9 years of talking about it, we successfully launched the GOV.JM portal on
August 9, 2017. Mr. Speaker we have created a space…a portal that brings all of the services of
government into one place. No longer will you have to remember the more than 200 web
addresses of the government agencies which provide the services you are looking for. NOW you
will only need to remember ONE!!!!.......And Mr. Speaker this is only the first of three phases to
be completed over the next three years.

Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

GovNET Rollout
Mr. Speaker, the long overdue GovNET Implementation has started with MOUs in effect with
NWA & MSET.

17

Mr. Speaker the final designs for GovNET were received in August last year. Successful testing of
GovNET Fibre links between MSET, OPM, MoFPS and eGov were completed and in the next two
weeks Mr. Speaker, for the first time the government of Jamaica will have its own functional and
secure network over which it will deliver services to citizens.
Infact Mr. Speaker, in just another couple of days we will have a demonstration of video
conferencing applications between MSET and OPM running on this network.
We are working Mr. Speaker…… THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW
YOU ENERGIZE AND EMPOWER THE GOVERNMENT AND OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL
GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Open Data Policy and Programmes
Mr. Speaker in 2016, the Government of Jamaica broke ground in the region by launching the
Caribbean’s first Open Data programme. Dozens of datasets were released by the Ministry of
Science, Energy, and Technology, spanning topics from Budget to Education, to Tourism. While
the uptake of the Open Data Portal, data.gov.jm, has been lower than expected this year we will
put in place programmes to increase awareness of the value and importance of open data.
Mr. Speaker this month (May 28 – May 30) Government will launch an Open Data Literacy
Bootcamp to help Citizens Make Good Use of Government supplied open Data. As such this Open
Data Literacy Bootcamp is targeting journalists, coders, civil society groups, researchers and
communication professionals and will include:

•
•
•

A Three Day Initial Training Workshop
Hands-On Learning from Global and Local Experts
Demonstration and immediate application of tools to foster greater excitement around
open data

Open Source Software Initiative
Mr. Speaker, for a very long time the Government of Jamaica has been confined by the strictures
and high costs of the license regimes of proprietary software offerings. We will now, in keeping
with goals of our Vision 2030 plan, make the move to unleash the innovative capacity of our
country by leading the way in the adoption and use of open source platforms and software.

18

Mr. Speaker, it is the intention of the Government of Jamaica to pursue greater use of Open
Source Software as part of its thrust to transform ICT within government while at the same time
reducing the attendant costs associated with the use of proprietary software. Mr. Speaker, there
are huge benefits to be gained from greater use of open source software by developing countries
like Jamaica and we intend to take an active approach to incorporation of these types of software
across government.
Mr. Speaker, in short order we will be forming a Technical Working Group comprised of
representatives from the Office of the CIO, eGov and the Ministry of Science Energy and
Technology whose sole purpose it will be to devise an action plan for the adoption and Migration
of Government Platforms to Open Source Software.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Other Transformation Initiatives
Mr. Speaker I am also pleased to announce other initiatives in the Government’s ICT
transformation efforts that are completed or are in progress. These include:
•

•
•

An Intensive review of Enterprise ICT contracts and agreements projected to yield over
$200 Million in savings for Government which will be reinvested into making our service
delivery organizations more equipped to handle the needs of their clients.
The Completion of the ICT Governance Handbook, the Policy, Standards & Guidelines
Manual & the Government-wide Training Plan and Catalogue.
The Price Waterhouse Coopers ENICTA Consultancy which is currently underway for the
creation of the Government of Jamaica ICT Authority. This new entity will optimize
government’s investments in ICT, be customer driven and transform ICT service delivery
within the GOJ; the range and quality of service to our citizens, and yield greater value for
our country by vastly improving the ease of doing business.

Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER THE GOVERNMENT AND OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR.
SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

19

Energy
Mr. Speaker, the energy portfolio carries a unique responsibility in the enabling of economic
growth and prosperity for all. While it is true that we have limited energy resources, Jamaica
must find a way to enhance the factors of production that will make the country competitive in
the global economy.
Mr. Speaker, my Ministry has risen to the task of assuring Jamaica’s energy security. Our strategy
has sought to provide solutions based leadership to the complex challenges of this diverse
portfolio. We are pleased with the efforts thus far and will continue to integrate the best ideas
on the mission to empowering and energizing our people for national growth. In this regard
important steps are being taken and I now share some of them with you.

PCJ Internship and Scholarship Programmes
Mr. Speaker, we will be launching through the Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica (PCJ) an
internship programmeme designed to serve as a catch-all for secondary school leavers from
challenged environments.
It aims to give them a fair chance of making themselves marketable in a competitive job market.
This outreach, Mr. Speaker, will cover tuition, room and board, transportation and an individual
stipend of $45,000 per student.
In all 750 young people will be trained in three (3) batches at the University of Technology,
UTECH.
Mr. Speaker, this government believes in inclusivity and I invite each member of this house to
nominate ten of their constituents for this programme.
Mr. Speaker, participants will be placed in the university environment to build their confidence,
proving to themselves, their families and communities that they are of worth.
Over a three week period, participants will be trained in the areas of engineering, business,
hospitality and tourism management, renewable energy, entrepreneurism, robotics and
information technology.
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Participants will receive appropriate certification for the competencies developed at the end of
the programme. Top students will gain immediate entry into suitable full academic programmes
at UTECH during the 2018/19 academic year.
Mr. Speaker our vision and plan is for participants to ultimately transition to their communities
to apply their newly acquired practical skills in gainful employment.
Mr. Speaker, the PCJ continues to support research with its $4 million renewable energy Master
of Science scholarship at UTECH, in addition to its J$1 million funding per annum for research and
development in solar energy, biomass and biofuels at the institution’s School of Engineering.
At the same time Mr. Speaker, Wigton renewable energy laboratory continues to train members
of the public in photovoltaics, solar thermal, wind and hydro energy for which it is developing
relevant accreditation.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Solar Powered Lanterns – A Safe Lighting Replacement for Open Flames
Mr. Speaker, the burning of kerosene and its use in a confined space is harmful to life and health.
Medical research shows the burning of kerosene to be especially inimical to the development of
the young human brain.
We must work as a government and as a parliament Mr. Speaker, to ensure there is no repeat
of recent tragedies, starring the kerosene lamp, where houses have been destroyed and the
lives of our children lost. Every member of this House will agree with me when I say that our
“Low Income Jamaican Families" deserve better.
The amount of money spent on a Kerosene Lamp and the fuel to burn it for three (3) months
costs more than the price of a "Solar Home Lantern”.
This solar home lantern, which is of course charged by the good old sunshine, is one of the most
efficient off-grid lights.
It is bright enough for reading, working or lighting up a small space and can last for a number of
years.
The PCJ, as one of its good corporate citizen initiatives, is initially distributing just over 5,000 of
these solar powered lanterns, with an allocation being provided to MPs whose constituencies
have been most affected by domestic fires.
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Solarisation of Off-Grid Communities
Mr. Speaker, we will not stop there. PCJ will execute an initiative to provide low income off-grid
communities with Solar PV-Kits. Mr. Speaker we will first pilot this project with 45 households in
the first phase, but the overall project goal is to provide up to 2000 households in these
communities with renewable generated electricity.
Mr. Speaker this project will seek to develop a replicable model for promotion of sustainable
energy supplies within communities that have depended mainly on candles, kerosene lamps or
charcoal because it is not economically feasible to install conventional pole and line
infrastructure.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Renewable Energy Achievements
During the fiscal year 2017/ 18 Mr. Speaker, attention was focused on creating an environment
that would facilitate the development and connection of renewable energy systems to the
electricity grid. To this end Mr. Speaker, draft regulations for net billing were completed, an
Energy Licenses Administration Office (ELAO) was established and continued to issue Net Billing
and Auxiliary Connections Licenses. To date 625 Net Billing Licenses and nine (9) auxiliary
connections have been made.
Other tangible project executions include:
Eight Rivers Solar Plant
A 20 year Power Purchase Agreement was signed March 2017 between Eight Rivers Energy
Company Limited and the Jamaica Public Service to supply electricity generated from solar to the
national grid. Following the issue of a License to the Eight Rivers Energy Company in 2016,
construction of their 37MW Solar Energy Plant has now commenced and is expected to be
completed either late 2018 or early next year.
Mr. Speaker I just want to take a moment here to highlight that this project represents the first
Jamaican female led Major Renewable Energy Infrastructure Development. This continues to
demonstrate and solidify invaluable female participation in the energy sector, something that I
am very happy and proud to see.

Solarization of Jamaica House
Mr. Speaker, this year will see the solarization of Jamaica House, an effort which will produce
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an annual energy yield of 13,000 kWh, while significantly reducing the country’s annual carbon
emissions by 15,000 kilograms.
Community Access Points (CAP)
National Energy Solutions Limited, NESol, installed twelve (12) Community Access Points at
centres including Alpine Mennonite Cyber Centre, Waterloo All Age PTA Centre and the Stella
Maris Foundation.
They provided Training Room upgrades at Richmond Fellowship Jamaica Limited, New Life
Tabernacle, Oasis Computer Centre, Guys Hill CDC Information Technology Centre, Kairos
Network Centre, Effortville Community Development Committee, Bowden Hill Primary and Infant
School and Balaclava Computer Resource Centre.
These works entailed the outfitting of each Community Access Point (CAP) with solar systems in
order to ensure the sustainability of the operations.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Achievements in Efficiency and Conservation
The Energy Efficiency Conservation Programmeme (EECP) for government institutions now spans
43 entities with an investment of $1.2 billion and savings of $200 million.
In the year just completed alone, interventions were implemented at the National Public Health
Lab, the Office of the Prime Minister, and the head office of the Ministry of Finance at a cost of
J$304 million. This investment is projected to yield annual savings equivalent to 1,000 barrels of
oil.
PCJ is implementing energy efficient air conditioning retrofits at the May Pen Hospital, Ministry
of Education and the office of the Jamaica Cultural Development Commission to reduce
electricity consumption by an average of 25%.
An Energy Efficiency (EE) and Energy Conservation (EC) Standards Manual for the public sector
was also developed and launched in 2017/ 18 and sensitization sessions held.
Mr. Speaker, PCJ and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Trust Fund are jointly investing in EE
and RE interventions in six local hospitals at a cost of US$2.1 million. The benefiting institutions
are:
•
•

May Pen Hospital
Black River Hospital
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•
•
•
•

Savannah la Mar Public Hospital
Sir John Golding Rehabilitation Centre
National Chest Hospital
Bellevue Hospital

They will receive solar water heaters and energy efficiency retrofits to reduce their collective
electricity demand by over 1-point-3-million kWh each year, which translates to savings of at
least J$41 million per annum.
Mr. Speaker, we are definitely leading the conservation effort through programmes like the
US$40 million effort supported by the IDB, JICA and EU which intends to upgrade operations at
80 government, health, educational and other public agencies through the introduction of energy
efficient technology and equipment. A key part of the upgrade will see the introduction of LED
lights at these facilities.
This effort will reduce annual electricity demand by 23,624 MWh, which Mr. Speaker translates
into savings of just under US$4 million per year.
PCJ’s lighting improvement projects implemented at Kingston High School, St. Catherine High
School, Dinthill Technical High School, St. Elizabeth Technical High School, Vere Technical High
School, August Town Primary, Rose Hill Primary and Clarendon College at a cost of J$27.4 million
will result in annual savings of J$9.3 million or the equivalent of 105 barrels of oil.
The Education Ministry’s regional office in Mandeville along with the Glendevon Centre of
Excellence, also benefitted from the installation of LEDs. Their combined energy saving was
27,026 kWh per annum.
Mr. Speaker, For 2018/19, we will continue energy efficiency interventions in the public sector
including the Post & Telecommunications Department. The intervention will also be made at
three operational locations of the Jamaica Constabulary Force; May Pen Headquarters, the
National Police College at Twickenham Park and the Mobile Reserve Unit on Deanery Road.
A total of US$25 million will be invested to generate annual savings of 23,624 MWh.
An Energy Services Company (ECSO) framework agreement is also available (in some instances in
association with the DBJ) for both public entities and businesses to benefit from the energy
management and efficiency systems that are provided by the PCJ.

Board of Examiners Update
Mr. Speaker work continues in earnest at the Board of Examiners. BOE is currently:
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•

•

Revising the minimum basic requirements for acquiring full licensed electrician status and
increasing the frequency and administration procedures of the oral and written
examination
Improving their ICT infrastructure to permit tracking electricians, in order to reduce substandard services(s) within the trade

For 2018/2019 year Mr. Speaker they will:
•
•
•
•

Finalize the formulation of a new entity, government electrical inspectorate (GER);
Implement internationally benchmarked standards;
Adjust the standards of the oral and written examinations in line with revised local,
regional and international practices.
Automate the approval, evaluation, certification and recertification processes

This initiative will ultimately allow customers to access services more quickly from the duly
accredited private sector service providers, and provide more effective regulation.

Rural Electrification
Mr. Speaker through NESol, 25 km of pole line extensions were completed in eleven parishes for
425 customers, impacting the lives of 2,125 persons in those communities.
Another 25km of pole line construction was in progress as at March 2018. Furthermore, to
facilitate GEI inspections NESOL maintained over 66 pole line extensions during the financial year.
For the current year, based on already completed electrical designs, 15 km of new pole line
extensions will be done in Wallen Pasture Lane, Middle Buxton, Wilberforce-Harmony Hall,
Lewis-Stoney Hill, Lewis-Cool Shade, Knapdale Bottom and Farm Town among others.
Mr. Speaker, thirteen (13) communities also received electricity including Lethe, Catherine
Mount, Red Ground, Palm Street- Rose Heights, Riverside, Crooked River, Anchovy, Mountainside
Park Lee, Top Ridge Pen, Charlotte Shooters, Mount Vernon and Aleppo -Winchester.
NESol wired 407 houses during the period at a total cost of $24.42M.
Mr. Speaker, for 2018/ 19 NESOL will construct 50 km of distribution power lines and provide
house wiring for 800 houses. It will also continue to implement project SILC’s (Street Lighting
Installation Loss Reduction and Community Renewal) programmes.
Mr. Speaker, THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND
EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!
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Modernized Energy Infrastructure
Mr. Speaker, a modern energy infrastructure is required to energize the country’s growth and
development plans. The core of this has to be an electricity network with improved system
reliability and reduced system costs. It’s also crucial to replace or upgrade old and inefficient
plants with ones that can safely, reliably and efficiently supply and distribute energy.

The Integrated Resource Plan
Mr. Speaker during 2017/18, an Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) was crafted to drive the
development of the energy sector - including renewable energy. The plan will be effective by July
of this financial year; and shall be the call to action for the Generation Procurement Entity (GPE)
which is now established within the Ministry.
The IRP shall provide the signals to the market, to deliver supplies of energy at costs which will
create productive demand that energizes Jamaican manufacturing, production and growth.
The IRP and the promulgated grid codes will facilitate the seamless integration of renewables
and adaptation of modern storage technologies. They will also serve to mitigate the
intermittency of renewables and the stresses on system stability based on their fluctuations.

LNG Power Plant Buildouts
With the completion of the full retrofit of the 120MW Bogue Power Plant for the use of Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) in 2016, attention now turns to the construction of the 190 MW LNG Power
Plant in Old Harbour.
That plant, which represents an $US330 million investment, should become operational by June
2019. Plans for similar LNG Power Plant construction at the JAMALCO Bauxite Plant are on track.
Take note Mr. Speaker, that this plant will employ close to 700 people and its cost was largely
underwritten by a consortium of LOCAL banks.

Energizing for Growth
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased by the maturity of our opposition colleagues in treating energy security
as a national priority. This Mr. Speaker is evident in the continuation and commitment to energy
policy imperatives that put Jamaica first. In our 2007 administration, the JLP confronted the harsh
realities of oil prices being over US$100 per barrel and its consequential socio-economic and
political impact.
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Back then, we responded with, among other things, an unequivocal commitment to renewables
which the subsequent PNP administration persisted with. Today many of the positive results and
resilience we have developed are to be credited to our main political parties making Jamaica’s
energy security immune to the cut and thrust of partisan based politics.
Analysts worldwide now expect oil prices to return to the US$100 per barrel mark. Therefore Mr.
Speaker we CANNOT be complacent.
•
•
•

•
•

Our 30 in 30 is on track - MSET is putting plans and programmemes in place to achieve
the 30% renewables generation on the grid well ahead of 2030.
Plans are afoot to implement an additional 34 MW of Wind Energy
Furthermore, we have commenced due diligence and feasibility work to create the next
generation of Wind Energy Offshore Jamaica. Mr. Speaker this proposition is especially
appealing because, apart from satisfying our requirements we may be in a position to add
to our exports through the sale of Jamaican electricity overseas.
Mr. Speaker, this offshore wind solution may be simultaneously integrated with a solar
farm on the Mona Dam, and
PCJ shall be entering the commercial development stage of their hydro-electric project,
building on feasibility studies already completed.

Mr. Speaker, all these initiatives I have outlined, are not disparate, unconnected projects.
Together, they form a coherent, integrated and mutually supported plan to do one critical thing
for our economy – ensure Jamaica’s energy security - in the face of global disruption and
uncertainties.
THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND EMPOWER OUR
PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!
•

•

•
•

We are moving assiduously to increase the penetration of LNG through their own gas
marketing operations. This will go beyond the important power generation to include
transport fuels for passenger cars and large fleets such as the JUTC.
We are advancing three-dimensional seismological work offshore which may lead to the
nation’s first exploratory well. A second major exploration contractor is about to be
signed and a creative marketing of Jamaican Oil and Gas potential has been developed.
The refinery upgrade is being pursued to produce premium products at least economic
cost and reduce the cost of fuel to the consumer
Additional work in biofuels involving castor bean for bio-diesel could replace 100,000
barrels of crude imports per annum.
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THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND EMPOWER OUR
PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Mr. Speaker,
•

•

Other micro and off grid solutions are being created leveraging new technologies and
business initiatives with many of our traditional partners such as the case with work on
the Jamaica Innovative Island project which shall be the subject of a later presentation.
Consistent with the IRP, the GPE shall be going to the market with new RFPs by December
of this year for various packages of modern and efficient new generation packages in
renewables, bio energy, and integrated conventional resources taking into account the
needs of growth production such as the special economic zone.

These strategies in energy Mr. Speaker, are based on empirical research and will energize
Jamaican growth and development through innovation with the intended effect of enabling our
in our collective pursuits in building our nation.
THIS IS HOW YOU PUT RUNS ON THE BOARD, THIS IS HOW YOU ENERGIZE AND EMPOWER OUR
PEOPLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH. WORK MR. SPEAKER, NOT JUST WORDS!!

Closing
Mr. Speaker, in closing I wish to declare that the government of which I am a proud member continues to
work diligently to find solutions to the problems faced by our people.
Sometimes Mr. Speaker the solution is a long-term pursuit such as the seismological work being done
offshore to find oil and gas. Some who may not yet appreciate the value of scientific research in today’s
world, may think it’s not ‘sexy enough’ now! But if the work results in us finding the black gold, then
Jamaica’s energy future and its economic prospects could be secure.
The solution Mr. Speaker could be a medium-term pursuit such as the Technology Advancement
Programmeme, TAP-ing into the capacity of a youngster to facilitate his/her training and watching that
youth create a job for themselves and some friends in a few years’ time.
Sometimes the solution is as simple as providing a Solar Lantern to a mother of three so that if she’s
outside one night at her little snack stall, fighting off sleep so she can sell another bulla or juice to make
up the children’s school lunch money, one of those children won’t accidentally knock over a Kerosene
Lamp and set the little house on fire.
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Mr. Speaker, batting on this wicket rolled by the Opposition has not been easy. The bowling has been
hostile at times and there are certain bumpy spots on the pitch which make some deliveries do strange
things.
Sometimes my friends on that side betray their zest to return to the government side by employing unfair
and sometimes ungentlemanly means to get us out at bat, even flinging at us Mr. Speaker, instead of
bowling.
But we are not about to go bawling to the umpire Mr. Speaker and we certainly won’t take them to court!
We won’t do those things, Mr. Speaker, because in the words of the 1992 hit song done by Super Cat and
Heavy D, “Dem nuh worry we”.
I thank you Mr. Speaker, may the almighty continue to bless you, this Honourable House and Jamaica,
land we love.
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