
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness has directed 

the Minister of Education, 
Youth and Information 
to examine the existing 
legislation with a view 
to make it illegal for any 
child to be denied a right 
to secondary education.
 Prime Minister Holness 
made this disclosure on 
July 26 during the sitting 
of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

 
 
 
 
 

He informed that  
access to education is 
not defined as a right in 
the Charter of Rights, but 
noted that the Education 
Regulations and Child 
Care and Protection Act 
place an obligation on the 
State to provide access to 
educational opportunities.
 “As a matter of policy 
and law, therefore, Jamai-
can children are entitled 
to freely access public  
education up to age 18 

and should be attached 
to an institution up to that 
age. If this then is the law, 
policy and social con-
sensus, then no Jamaican 
child seeking to access 
publicly provided educa-
tion should in any way 
be discriminated against, 
barred from or denied  
access to education,” he 
argued.
 Meanwhile, Prime  
Minister Holness said 
Government has kept 
its commitment to the  
removal of auxiliary 
fees, and has increased 
funding to high schools 
from $2.6 billion to $5.3  
billion.   
 He noted that the  
disbursement of funds  
represents an increase 
from the previous $11,500 
to a maximum of $19,000 
per student and, as such, 
will provide additional  
support to the institutions.

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness is calling on 

Jamaicans to reject any 
notion that the country is 
destined to remain poor.
 “We have a right 
to prosperity. We are  
capable of it and deserv-
ing of it. We must eradi-
cate this poverty mindset,   
emancipating ourselves 
from this poverty con-
sciousness,” Mr. Holness 
said.
 He added that Jamai-
cans must never entertain 
any notion that the kind of 
economic results which 
have been achieved by 
high-performing countries 
are beyond our achieve-
ment.
 Prime Minister Hol-
ness was speaking dur-
ing his Emancipation Day 
Message today, August 1.
 He further noted that 
Jamaicans are an extraor-
dinary people who have 
achieved extraordinary feats.

 “We defeated the 
grossest form of human 
exploitation. We mani-
fested incalculable cour-
age and resilience in the 
face of the most brutal and 
inhumane treatment.  Our 
forebears demonstrated 
their love of freedom over 
love of mere existence. 
We cannot squander such 
a legacy,” Mr. Holness 
stated. 

 
He called on Jamaicans to 
be resilient in the face of 
the country’s contempo-
rary challenges. 
 “We must keep up our 
struggle against crime and 
violence, injustice, eco-
nomic underperformance, 
carnage on our roads, 
crassness, social exclu-
sion, intolerance and 
all forms of bigotry,” the 
Prime Minister said.
 He also called on  
Jamaicans to use their 
freedom to foster healthy,  
nurturing families, which 
are at the foundation of 
building a healthy and 
prosperous society.

Ja Has Right to Prosperity - PM
Education For All to be Entrenched 
in Law

LEADER OF the  
Opposition, the Most 
Hon. Portia Simpson 

Miller, is reminding  
Jamaicans that in  
observing Emancipation 
Day, the spirit of resolve,  
resilience, perseverance 
and strength has defined 
us as a people for several  
generations.
 “It is that spirit that 
keeps us going every day, 
willing us on, as we work 
steadfastly to improve our 
lives, our communities 
and our country,” Mrs. 
Simpson Miller added.
 She pointed out that 
Emancipation represents 
community, togetherness 
and responsibility, while 
noting that “this must be 
the necessary clue that 

keeps us our families, 
our communities and our  
nation safely together.”
 She was speaking 
during her Emancipa-
tion Day address today,  
August 1.
 Mrs. Simpson Miller  

encouraged Jamaicans to 
continue to work for the 
improvement of their 
families.

 She said that we must  
work every day to build 
a better life for all and to 
keep the country moving 
forward.
 Emancipation she said 
firmly planted the seeds of  
political representation, 
and provided for many 
persons, the sacred  
opportunity to serve our 
nation.

Jamaicans Encouraged to Keep the 
Country Moving Forward

Gov’t to Safeguard Territorial Waters

Chinese Company Buys Alpart

THE ALPART alumina 
refinery in Nain, St. 
Elizabeth, has been 

sold to Chinese entity Jiu-
quan Iron and Steel Com-
pany (JISCo) saving the 
jobs of existing staff and 
opening the way for the 
employment of 700 persons 
by November 2016
 Transport and Mining 
Minister, Hon. Mike Henry, 
says an interest purchase 
agreement negotiated  
between JISCo and  
Russian alumina firm, UC 
Rusal, which operated 
the refinery, was signed 
by representatives of both  
entities on July 19 in China.
 At a media briefing at 
the Transport and Mining 
Ministry in St. Andrew, 
on July 28, Mr. Henry 
said JISCo is expected to  
complete the full takeover 
of Alpart by November 
this year. 
 This will enable the entity 
to undertake the first phase of 
investment, totalling US$220 
million, in the plant’s modifi-
cation and upgrading.

 He indicated that dur-
ing the ensuing months, a 
JISCo technical team will 
visit Alpart to conduct a 
study and develop basic 
designs as part of the  
preparatory work.
 Mr. Henry said the 
project is slated to run 
from December 2016 to  
December 2017, and upon 
completion, “is expected to 
not only reduce production 
cost, but also enhance  
the effectiveness of  
production”.

 He said JISCo will 
also recruit former Alpart 
staff who are available for  
employment.
 Meanwhile, Jamaica is 
poised to benefit from the 
development of an indus-
trial zone in St. Elizabeth 
by JISCo at a cost of more 
than US$2 billion.
 The integrated devel-
opment, to be rolled out 
over the next three to five 
years, will focus on mining, 
manufacturing and power 
generation, and will incor-
porate operations at the 
Alpart alumina refinery.
 It is anticipated that  
more than 3,000 new jobs 
will be generated from the  
industrial zone’s develop-
ment.
 The Minister also  
advised that the indus-
trial zone’s development 
will facilitate training 
opportunities for young  
Jamaicans at JISCo’s univer-
sity through an exchange  
programme.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) listens as Chief Executive 
Officer of Rainforest Seafoods, Brian Jardim (centre), points out the range of 
items produced by his company. The occasion was a tour of the company’s facility 
on Slipe Road on July 27. At third right is President of the Jamaica Exporters’  
Association, Michelle Chong. Mr. Holness said the Government intends to do 
more to safeguard the country’s territorial waters against poaching.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
of the Jamaica Cultural 
Development Com-

mission (JCDC), Dr. Delroy 
Gordon, is reminding the 
public that no weapons 
will be allowed inside 
the National Stadium for 
the staging of the Grand 
Gala.
 The August 6 cultural 
showcase will close activi-
ties held in celebration of  
Jamaica’s 54th anniver-

sary of Independence 
under the theme: ‘Let’s 
Get Together and Feel  
Alright’.
 “Absolutely no weapons 
will be allowed. No  
bottles, no umbrellas with 
long shafts and so on.  The 
police will be very vigi-
lant and will enforce the 
rules to ensure they take 
care of everyone’s safety,” 
Dr. Gordon said at  
a recent JIS Think Tank.

 He  said that adequate 
security measures are in 
place for the event, with 
the Jamaica Defence 
Force and private security 
firms providing support to 
the police.
 Patrons are being  
encouraged to get to the 
stadium early for the 
Grand Gala, which is 
scheduled to start at 6:00 
p.m. Gates will open at 
3:00 p.m.

Dancers give an exhilarating performance to a medley of dancehall music,  
during the Independence Grand Gala at the National Stadium in Kingston. (File 
Photo)

Transport and Mining 
Minister, Hon. Mike Henry

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness  
addressing the sitting of the House of Representatives 
on July 26.
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“We must  
eradicate this  

poverty mindset, 
emancipating  

ourselves from 
this poverty  

consciousness.”

No Weapons Inside National Stadium 
for Grand Gala

“Emancipation 
represents  

community,  
togetherness and 

responsibility”


