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Co-Opted Committee Member 

I am delighted to be visiting beautiful Balaclava again.  

 

I am delighted to be participating in another activity which adds value to the 

development of individuals, this community and Jamaica. 

 

The last time I was here, we broke ground for the expansion of the Balaclava High 

School, now renamed the Roger Clarke High School. 

 

Today, I am pleased to be delivering on a promise I made not long ago.  

 

In my budget presentation in Parliament a few years ago, I said we would be 

providing housing lots for the people in Balaclava.  

 

Commitment made. Commitment delivered. 

 

Today we are handing over serviced lots, an important step towards the ownership of 

a home.  

 

 

 

Leadership Team 

Beneficiaries 
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We are also handing over a few agricultural lots to help boost agricultural production 

and the earning potential of those who will acquire these lots. 

 

I think it is well-known that investment in housing is one of the best moves that any 

individual or family can make. 

 

A house enhances the net worth of individuals and families. 

 

In addition, other things being equal, a proper housing environment enhances the 

balanced development of our children.  

 

For adults, the ownership of a house also contributes to greater productivity at the 

work place. There is a greater sense of security that produces peace of mind. 

 

I will never apologise for making the ownership of land and housing a central feature 

of my Administration.  

 

My Government will continue deliver on the mandate to provide land and housing to 

the Jamaican people. 

 

We will do so with the help of the Almighty, and the continued trust and confidence 

of the people of Jamaica. 

 

With the help of God and the people, any future Government that I lead, will also 

continue to give priority to providing land and housing for the people.  

 

I know that the people of Balaclava are Christian people. Like me, you accept that the 

future is never willed to any of us. We realise and fulfil our plans for tomorrow, only 

by the grace of God. 
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So, I am never perturbed when persons seek to ridicule me or chastise me for 

invoking the hand of God in my leadership of this country. 

 

I know many of you have saved your money and prayed to the Lord for this day to 

come. The day when you would be the proud owner of your own piece of this Rock, 

Jamaica, land we love.  

 

Today, your prayers have been answered. 

 

The Most Honourable Michael Manley created the National Housing Trust in 1976. 

 

He knew the importance of providing good housing infrastructure for as many of our 

people as possible.  

 

He also had the bold vision that housing for the people should be financed from the 

collective savings of our working population. 

 

It is a great tribute, that on the day before his birthday, the NHT is handing over 

these lots. 

 

They are making more persons of Balaclava the proud owners of land on which to 

build their homes. 

 

Over the years, the NHT has faced enormous challenges in delivering on its mandate.  

 

However, I think you will all agree with me that it has done a remarkable job in the 

provision of housing solutions for Jamaicans over the years.  

 

As the Minister with responsibility for the NHT, I place a lot of demands on them.  

I am always urging them to do more for their contributors. 
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Today I want to commend the Board and staff of the NHT, who continue to perform 

well despite the pressure, the many criticisms from many quarters, and the challenges 

they face. 

 

The Trust has not been able to provide the number of solutions to meet the full 

potential demand for housing.  

 

Nevertheless, the existence of the NHT has made our housing situation much better 

than if the Institution did not exist.  

 

The NHT has extended its role beyond the provision of housing solutions.  

 

It has invested a lot of time, effort and resources into the improvement of the 

communities it has created.  

 

Recently, the NHT announced its planned housing solutions for the next two years.  

 

This involves the construction of at least some 9,000 housing solutions over the next 

two years. 

 

For some of those projected solutions, the Trust will be involved directly as a 

developer. For others, it will be involved indirectly through the provision of financing 

to private developers.  

 

It will also be providing mortgages to assist more Jamaicans to purchase houses 

constructed by these developers.  

 

I think everybody accepts that the Government that I lead has a strong track record 

of delivering on the provision of housing. 

 

When it comes to housing, we do not make promises. We give commitments and we 

deliver on those commitments.  
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Several of the new projects have already started: 

 

 At Longville in Clarendon the contractor has already been mobilised to begin work 

on 38 Serviced Lots. 

 

 In Westmoreland, infrastructure designs are to be completed by the end of this 

month for 61 Serviced at Shrewsbury. 

 

 51 Serviced Lots are being done at Yeast Plant also in Westmoreland.  

 

 At Granville in Trelawny, the development of 89 Serviced Lots is scheduled to 

start early in 2015. 

 

We are not stopping there. We recognise that to meet the growing demand for 

housing, we have to work with private developers. 

 

As a result, I can announce that arrangements are almost concluded for a Joint 

Venture between the NHT and a Private Developer. 

 

This joint venture is for a new housing development in St. James.  

This development will provide 1,500 new housing solutions.  

 

The NHT is also concluding arrangements to provide Interim Financing for three 

housing projects:  

 

 One, located in Hanover, will provide more than 1,000 new housing solutions.  

 

 Another will provide 244 housing solutions in St. James. 

 The third will provide 116 housing solutions in St. Catherine. 

 

You will recall that recently we responded to some of the pressures that potential 

home purchasers are facing.  
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 We reduced the interest rates for all new borrowers by one percentage point.  

 

 We also increased the amount that can be borrowed for the purchase of newly-

constructed houses.  

 

 That loan amount was increased from a maximum of $4.5 Million to a new 

ceiling of $5.5 Million. 

 

I am encouraged that following the announcement of this policy change, new 

constructions are on the increase. 

 

The media has reported that one Private Developer will be building more than 1,100 

new houses in Montego Bay starting next month.  

 

These housing developments represent good news. It is good news for Jamaica 

meeting housing needs. It is good news for the provision of jobs during construction. 

 

Concerning to our recent policy changes by the NHT, we would have liked to make 

the benefits available to both new home buyers and existing mortgagors.  

 

However, the NHT has to operate within the constraints of its budget. We will 

however review the situation at the end of March 2017. 

 

One of the challenges we face in meeting the huge housing demand is how to get 

more private sector investment in housing.  

 

To this extent, the NHT will be having discussions with Building Societies and other 

institutions.  

 

We want to explore possible ways and means to make investment in housing more 

attractive to them.  
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So, as your Government, we are moving ahead with land and housing for our people. 

 

Here at Balaclava Heights, the development includes paved roads; storm water drains; 

water supply; electricity; streetlights; named street signs; and traffic signs.  

There are some things lot-owners will have to undertake themselves, but they have a 

very good start with the infrastructure provided.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

Let me end by expressing the hope that Balaclava Heights, will in time, become a 

thriving community. One which all of us, especially those who will reside here, can be 

proud. 

 

May God continue to bless his people in Balaclava, in all of St. Elizabeth, and in 

Jamaica, land we love. 

 

Thank you. 


