
HIGH SCHOOL students can
now access additional and
improved teaching programmes
under the Government’s
Alternative Pathways to Secondary
Education (APSE) initiative.
These provisions will be based
on tailored curricula, enabling
each learner to perform to
his/her fullest potential, based
on aptitude, interest and ability.   
       Minister of Education,
Youth and Information, Senator
the Hon. Ruel Reid, said the
new programme will reposi-
tion secondary education as
inclusive, customised, diverse,
relevant, equitable and out-
come-based.
      “This new approach will
allow us to institute programmes
to ensure that every student is
given the best opportunity to
learn and succeed,” he noted.

The  Minister was speaking at
the programme’s official launch
at the University of the West
Indies (UWI) regional headquar-
ters in Mona, St. Andrew, last
week.
       Students will be placed on a
path to complete at least seven
years at schools, or up to age 18.
       It will enable them to identify
their careers at an early stage, and
progress through the system.

      At grades 12 and 13, students
will have the opportunity, through
the Career Advancement Pro-
gramme (CAP), to move into the
traditional sixth form programme,
or the technical equivalent. They
will also benefit  from opportu-
nities under the National
Apprenticeship Programme.
       Senator Reid said the pro-
gramme has been successful in
many countries, including
Singapore, and described it as a
“seamless system” that will see
all people transitioning into
meaningful pursuits.

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness is to meet with

representatives of several
Ministries to discuss the ramping
up of Jamaica’s response to the
Zika virus and Influenza ‘A’
(H1N1) outbreaks.
       Health Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton, said
these persons include officials
from the Works Division of the
Ministry of Economic Growth
and Job Creation, Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM); and the
Ministries of Local Government
and Community Development;
Tourism; as well as  Education,
Youth and Information.
       He advised that the discus-
sions will determine “to what
extent we can have a coordinated
approach towards public educa-
tion...(and)  clean-up campaign.”

       Dr. Tufton made the disclo-
sure during last week’s post-
Cabinet press briefing at Jamaica
House.
       Over $200 million has, so far,
been spent on vector control
activities, being undertaken by the

Ministry, coupled with public
awareness, in order to minimise
the impact of the Zika virus. 
      Consequent on five con-
firmed cases so far, Dr. Tufton
said the Ministry was conduct-
ing islandwide surveillance to
monitor fever, rash,  neurologi-
cal syndromes, congenital mal-
formations and other symptoms
consistent with Zika.  
      Meanwhile, Dr. Tufton said
the National Influenza Centre
has reported 71 confirmed cases
of influenza. Sixty-six of these
are H1N1 while the remaining
five are for different strains of
the influenza virus.
      As at March 28, there were
seven deaths associated with
H1N1 among persons who had
other health conditions.

VICE PRESIDENT of China
Communications Construction
Company Limited (CCCC), Ziyu
Sun, says the organisation is
committed to undertaking further
investment initiatives in Jamaica.
       The entity is the parent com-
pany for China Harbour
Engineering Company Limited
(CHEC) which constructed the
North-South leg of Highway
2000, that was officially opened
last week by Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness.  
       Mr. Sun said CCCC is open
to pursuing investments target-
ting industrial parks and the
ports, as well as constructing
another express highway. He also
highlighted the potential for
investments in tourism and real
estate. 
        He stated that the 50-year
concession agreement for the

repayment for the North-South
highway was an indication of the

company’s confidence in
Jamaica’s business environment.  

Gov’t Ramps up Zika and
H1N1 Response  

Health Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) and
Transport and Mining Minister, Hon. Michael Henry (cen-
tre), are engaged in discussion with Vice President of
China Communications Construction Company Limited
(CCCC), Ziyu Sun, following last week’s official opening of
the North-South segment of Highway 2000.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness (right) emphasises a point 
during a discussion with Japan’s

Ambassador to Jamaica, His Excellency
Masanori Nakano, who was on a

courtesy call at Jamaica 
House, recently.

PM Meets with Japan’s
Ambassador to Jamaica

Education, Youth and
Information Minister, Senator
the Hon. Ruel Reid, address-
ing last week’s launch of the
Alternative Pathways to
Secondary Education (APSE)
programme.

Minister of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Audley
Shaw, is assuring that the
Government remains committed
to fulfilling its plan to provide a
tax break, in the next fiscal year,
to persons earning up to  $1.5
million.
       “This promise is going to be
kept,” the Minister said, as he
addressed the Private Sector
Organisation of Jamaica (PSOJ)
President’s Forum, on March 29,
at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in
New Kingston.
       Under the arrangement,
income tax will be removed for
persons earning a gross annual
salary of $1.5 million or less.

       While admitting that several
challenges have been encoun-
tered, which may delay the imple-
mentation, the Finance Minister
assured that the Administration
was assessing a number of
options to ensure that it is put in
place.
       Mr. Shaw said the Govern-
ment believes Pay As You Earn
(PAYE) employees, to whom the
proposal applies, deserve this tax
break after enduring a five-year
wage freeze, as well as a 40 per
cent devaluation of the Jamaican
dollar, which has greatly 
affected their purchasing
power.

Finance Minister Firm 
on Tax Break


