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STATEMENT BY THE HON. DR. KENNETH BAUGH 

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 

4TH CONVENTION OF THE JAMAICAN DIASPORA 

OCHO RIOS; 16 JUNE, 2011 

 

Salutations  

I extend a warm welcome to Jamaicans of several generations, from the 

four corners o the earth. I know the feeling of exhilaration of the many 

who have studied or worked abroad, who upon coming home are 

greeted by the vivid blue Jamaican sky and the also vivid blue and 

vibrant Caribbean sea. 

Establishing first that we are part of the bigger African Diaspora, I make 

the point that the Jamaican Diaspora Convention 2011 is the outcome 

of significant collaborative work of a wide cross section of stakeholders 

in Jamaica and the Diaspora. Your presence here in such impressive 

numbers attests to the ongoing commitment of Jamaicans both in the 

Diaspora and here at home to the process of our partnership for a 

better Jamaica. I acknowledge with much appreciation the tremendous 

investment in this process by several key private sector companies, all 
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of which are represented here. I would like to congratulate and thank 

you, members of the Diaspora, for your participation in this 

Convention. Beyond that, I am very pleased to welcome you home to 

celebrate with us our One Nation partnership.  

In 2004 and 2006 the Diaspora Conferences were designed to “release 

the potential” which resides in our Jamaican people at home and abroad. 

The process of engagement deepened and in 2008, we unveiled the bold 

and meaningful concept of a “Borderless Partnership for Development”. 

Testimony to our maturing relationship is the theme of this Convention 

“One Nation: Jamaica and its Diaspora in Partnership”. We are at that 

point in our journey where we must take stock of the status of our 

progress towards our main objective.  

 

There is no doubt that the past few years have been particularly 

challenging globally. The international community has witnessed 

several very intense natural disasters the two most alarming of which 

were the Haitian earthquake and the 9-point earthquake and tsunami 

which hit Japan on 11 March, this year. The so-called “Arab Spring” has 

changed the face of the Middle East, even as tensions and civil war 

continues in that region. The global economic crisis has not lifted, 
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though significant growth has been registered by several emerging 

economies. The recession continues in the world’s largest economy 

where most of our nationals in the Diaspora reside. Jamaica is not 

isolated from these events.  

In fact Jamaica’s small and vulnerable economy has always been 

affected by global movements. Think back to the British imposed 

Equalisation Tariffs of the 1800s; this resulted in the Morant Bay 

Rebellion in Jamaica. Similarly, the Global Economic crisis of the 1930s 

precipitated the 1938 civil unrest in Jamaica. There are many more 

examples whereby global vent affected local ones. 

In addition, we have our own share of weather-related disasters, 

though thankfully, we have been spared the direct onslaught of 

hurricanes since Gustav in 2008. Yet, these periods of extreme rainfall 

which we have experienced have not only cost lives, but have severely 

affected our economy which already was suffering the impact of the 

global crisis.  In fact, that impact obliged us to design new paths 

towards ending our own recession and spurring sustained growth.  
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One such new path, Jamaica’s Debt Exchange Initiative, is a success 

which has been commended by the International Financial Institutions 

even for replication in other debt-burdened countries.  

Other steps positive steps taken include the removal of the crippling 

yoke of burden of loss earning public enterprises such as Air Jamaica 

and Sugar Company of Jamaica among others.  

 

Being conscious that you will be hearing from the Minister of Finance and 

the Public Service, the Hon. Audley Shaw, I resist the temptation to list 

our positive accomplishments to date.  

Suffice it to say, however, that we have laid a solid foundation for 

continued sustained economic growth. We have been able to stabilize the 

economy, lower inflation and interest rates whilst recording growth in 

many of our key industries.  We have recorded real and sustained growth 

in agriculture, tourism and a number of other sectors.  Your input in 

realizing growth in these areas is recognized, but we must use every 

opportunity to strengthen mechanisms which can facilitate even better 

results. 
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Many Jamaicans now enjoy free health care at our hospitals.   In this 

regard, I must single out for mention, the tremendous assistance which 

we have received in the health sector from the Diaspora. As a medical 

doctor myself, I can attest to the value of the many health missions and 

donations of equipment to hospitals and health centres contributed over 

the years. 

 

Let me also acknowledge the Diaspora’s response to disasters in Jamaica. 

Social studies show that immigrants in the US are 46 per cent more likely 

to volunteer internationally.  

 You will be addressed by the Commissioner of Police during these 

deliberations. I want to state for the record, our appreciation for the 

tremendous work which the security forces have been doing, resulting in 

a dramatic reduction in all major crimes.  Although the cost to reduce 

crime is significant, a stable, safe and thriving business environment will 

ultimately produce a positive balance sheet.  

 

This progress on so many fronts has been achieved against a backdrop of 

concentrated action and significant sacrifice by our people. And here, I 

want to pause to pay tribute to those Jamaicans who through our 
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Partnership for Development and other government initiatives, have 

invested significantly in the development of our country.  Many are in the 

audience today. I am confident that our deliberations over the next two 

days will take us even closer to realizing our goals for national growth and 

development.  

We value this Convention as a forum for consultations with you on 

important issues in our development. One important example of the 

impact of effective consultations with key stakeholders is our long term 

development plan, Vision 2030. Its formulation saw broad-based 

consultations, including with the private sector, civil society and 

Jamaicans across the Diaspora. This is the first time that Jamaica has had 

a long term development plan supported by a Medium Term Socio-

Economic Policy Framework.  The PIOJ will be making a presentation on 

the National Development Plan on Friday.   

The Plan challenges us to take our economy to another level; to move 

from basic industries to diversify our productive base to value added 

exports so that we will have a  knowledge based, innovation driven, 

productive economy, creating jobs and revenue. 

I hope that you will gain many insights into how the Diaspora can be 

engaged in meeting the objectives of the Plan.  We must leverage the 
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God-given talents of our people as we work to achieve the ambitious 

objectives. I am convinced that we can make Jamaica the ideal place to 

live, work, raise a family and do business.   

 

Nonetheless, we all know that migration is a feature of Jamaica’s social 

and economic history. We are to be found in virtually every corner of the 

globe, contributing in a variety of ways to the economic development of 

so many countries.  It is estimated that annual migration rates among 

Jamaican tertiary students and skilled workers are approximately sixty 

percent of our workforce.  Yet, while we suffer the loss of human capital, 

we continue to benefit from Diaspora contributions to our economy as 

well as from their lobbying and other support of Jamaica’s policies.   

Immigration is a historic, global reality, with all humans originating from 

Africa some 200,000 years ago. However, we have to secure a positive 

correlation between development and migration. Instead of a focus on 

“brain drain” we must integrate migration in national development, to 

the end that the focus becomes “brain gain”.  Vision 2030 correctly refers 

to the Diaspora as “a major resource that can play a strategic role in the 

long-term economic development of our island”. This goes well beyond 

remittances. It also goes beyond the welcome contributions in response 
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to natural disasters. It includes the potential for investment and 

entrepreneurship for business ventures; a valuable source of academic 

and technical expertise; a strong basis for building tourism and trade and 

an influential network of activists in the main centres of decision-making 

in the capitals of their host countries.  

In the Diaspora, you are ideally placed and you have been playing an 

important role in increasing Jamaica’s trade in the countries where you 

live.  Investments that originate in the Diaspora and are directed to 

various sectors in Jamaica are sizeable and we must do what is required 

to simplify our processes and make doing business hassle free.  

Our Government envisages Jamaica becoming the business hub of the 

Caribbean and the Americas. For this we must seize the opportunities 

available under the CSME, the EPA and other trade agreements. 

Maximizing our advantages from them must include partnerships, 

possibly joint ventures between the private sector and the Diaspora. I 

therefore encourage you to pursue the creative ideas which have 

emerged from the Diaspora. 

Jamaica offers an excellent logistic and structural foundation for 

investment. Companies that do business in Jamaica benefit from the 

trade and economic agreements which we have within the CARICOM 
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Single Market and with the much larger markets of the EU, the USA and 

Canada.   

We must also make optimum use of the support which international 

donor agencies, including the International Organization for Migration 

and the Inter-American Development Bank can give to facilitate the re-

engagement of the Diaspora in the development of their homelands. This 

is action which I would commend to the Diaspora Institute, which I know 

is already alert to experiences and best practices of other Diaspora 

organizations such as those of India and Israel. I want to make mention in 

this context of the recent Global Diaspora Forum, the initiative of US 

Secretary of State, Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton, which was held in 

Washington DC on 17 – 19 May. Several members of the Jamaican 

Diaspora in the USA were invited and I am pleased that Consul General 

Geneive Brown Metzger had a useful role in the preparation of that 

Forum, to which she was also invited. The theme of Diaspora engagement 

in the development of their home countries characterized that Forum and 

I am sure that those Jamaican participants who are here today will 

connect that experience with what we seek to achieve in our Convention. 
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Let me extend my very best wishes to you for a most productive 

Convention and the elaboration of a comprehensive Plan of Action going 

forward.   Thank you and welcome home! 

- ### - 

 


