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!
Salutations… 

Introduction!

Let me begin by thanking the team at the Women’s Leadership Initiative for 

inviting me to be part of today’s activity.  The WLI and I share a common 

goal: we want to see the end of child abuse.  Therefore, I am very pleased to 

work with the WLI and all other groups to ensure that we achieve our goal of 

a violence-free environment for our children. I want to congratulate the 

President and Leadership of the WLI for taking steps towards the elimination 

of violence against children and for your strong interest in reducing child 

sexual abuse through public awareness, education and training — work 

which continues this afternoon with this workshop. !

!
I note that most of the participants in this workshop today are Basic School 

teachers.  It seems that everyday teachers are required to take on added 

duties and responsibilities.  Today, the job requires you to become surrogate 
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mothers and fathers, counsellors, part-time nurses and nutritionists…and yes 

protectors against sexual predators. !

!
We know it is an awesome responsibility.  We also know that you will carry 

this responsibility faithfully because you love and care for each and every 

child that has been, is, and will ever be in your loving, caring and capable 

hands and I thank you for the work that you continue to do, even under 

sometimes very trying circumstances.  !

!
A global culture of abuse of children!

It will break your heart, I am sure, to know that at this moment, in every 

country, children are enduring the horrific impact of violence.  Children who 

live in upscale neighbourhoods suffer just as much as those children who live 

in the inner-cities.  Both boys and girls are affected; and there is also no 

distinction among race, ethnic origin, education and family income.  Sexual 

Abuse is a form of violence and it affects children everywhere.!

!
Indeed, some of your own children in your various basic schools might be 

enduring some kind of violence right now. !

!
!
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The Jamaican situation!

I just recently received the complete Child Abuse Report for last year from the 

Office of the Children’s Registry (OCR), one of the agencies of the Ministry of 

Youth and Culture.  It shows that from January to December 2013, we 

received 11-thousand and-18 (11,018) reports of abuse against children — 

that’s a 26 per cent rise in reporting over 2012. !

!
Of the reports received 8,679 represented children that were being reported 

for the first time with 57% of them being girls and 41% boys.!

!
The data suggests that Neglect is the number one form of abuse and account 

for 48% of all reports. Children who were sexually abused accounted for 

31%.  This category is growing as we saw an increase of 26% in the reporting 

of sexual abuse over the corresponding period in 2012.  The increase was 

due mainly to the increase in reports of carnal abuse.  Reports of rape went 

up by 19%.!

!
The data also point to the fact that 7 out of 10 times the location of abuse is in 

the child’s home and the perpetrator is someone close to them. Can you 

imagine this child coming to school from a home that is abusive especially if 
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they are under six years old? This is why it is so important for teachers to be 

aware of the tell tale signs of a child that is being abused.!

!
As a result of this trend we have been strengthening the Registry and 

expanding its reach across Jamaica ensuring that the Registry commenced 

operations in three new parishes last year — sharing spaces with the Child 

Development Agency in Manchester, St. Ann and Westmoreland. !

!
Opening in these parishes was not by chance……… This year, the Registry 

will expand to St Mary.!

!
As Minister, I have witnessed first hand across this country the devastating 

impact of abuse on children. Those who have been so physically mutilated 

that only several surgeries could save them, those who become so withdrawn 

that they are afraid to speak and worse those who grow up and carry the 

physical and emotional scars of the abuse with them.  I cannot begin to tell 

the you about the numerous letters I have received from men and women 

who carry the shame of being sexually molested as a child and the impact the 

abuse is having on their lives today.!

!
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I think the worst reality that we face in this country however, is that of our 

children who have been abused, being told to keep their mouths shut by the 

adults who fear that they will bring down shame and scandal on the family; 

and the mother who says to her daughter “di same ting happen to me and 

notten nuh duh mi.”  So even though the laws are in place and the sexual 

offences act has been strengthened to put abusers behind bars, our hands 

are tied because our children are being gagged by the perpetrators to give 

the evidence and the families are being paid to keep them quiet.  Both the 

boys and the girls. Without evidence there can be no conviction.!

!
The problem is clear and our response must be focused, strategic, deliberate 

and practicable. Therefore, teachers have a responsibility to observe, report 

and perhaps in some instances hold the child’s hand to let them know that 

what was done to them was not right and they should not feel guilty because 

it was not their fault.!

!
The care and protection of children requires all of us to be vigilant and for all 

of us to know the signs — how to identify abuse, how to treat with it and, most 

importantly, how to prevent it from happening in the first place.!

!
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So today, I welcome this initiative and pledge my support and the support of 

the Ministry of Youth and Culture to ensure that more teachers, more 

caregivers, more adults will learn the skills that you will this afternoon to help 

eliminate abuse.
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