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INTRODUCTION 
 
Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that I express my appreciation to the leader of the 
Opposition Hon. Andrew Holness and to my colleagues on this side for this 
privilege.  
 
It is of note that this is my 21st year in parliament – always by election, never by 
appointment. 
 
To my constituents who have kept the faith with me through good times and 
bad. 
 
To my support team; Election Day volunteers, management team, supervisors, 
contributors and the many faithful supporters that have combined to form an 
invincible political team in this constituency on behalf of the Jamaica Labour 
Party, a party which was founded from the struggles of the working class. 
 
And to my family who have made the sacrifices that have allowed me to 
remain active in political life. It is fair to say that without a supportive family 
political lives become untenable, a fact that we often overlook.  
 
Mr. Speaker. A presentation in this section allows some flexibility in the delivery. 
However, I will focus on the areas for which in have primary responsibility. 
Infrastructure, Water, Housing, Transport; in all its facets and forms.  
 
These are subject areas that if managed with appropriate policies and 
programs, have the capacity to establish a platform for sustainable growth, 
increased wealth and improved quality of life for all Jamaicans. 
 
The challenge Mr, Speaker, is to find the right mix of policies, the legislative 
framework and the programs that will achieve growth in a timely manner 
without impairing our fiscal balance. 
 
The need to maintain macroeconomic stability and a satisfactory fiscal balance 
is agreed.  
 
Mr. Speaker, on details of the PNP’s Economic program we do differ and the 
member for NE Manchester has already detailed the critical areas of concern 
for Jamaicans. 
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Mr. Speaker, classical monetary policies with a focus on precipitous devaluation, 
cannot achieve the objectives of development and prosperity for our people. 
We have been there before and we have seen it elsewhere, IT WILL NOT WORK. 
 
What is more likely is continued contraction and stagflation, as growth due to 
devaluation and inflation is not a sustainable economic policy. If the PNP 
government continues on this trajectory there could be significant social 
upheaval. 
 
We must find policies to grow the real economy NOW. 
 
It cannot be inflation and devaluation driven growth. It may help to balance the 
accounts but it is creating even further imbalance in the daily lives of our 
people. 
 
Indeed Mr. Speaker, at this time, we must commend our people for their 
tolerance in what is a most difficult economic time for all Jamaicans. 
 
If the PNP Government continues to bask in this cool breeze, May God Help Us 
All !!. 
 
I want to suggest that while some in this house are comfortable that the people 
are seemingly tolerant of some of the current issues, this tolerance is not 
acceptance. 
 
This is more a result of an ever declining level of expectation by a large number 
of Jamaicans. 
 
Therefore, what some interpret as tolerance and understanding is really apathy 
and hopelessness and this side is committed to finding an effective way to 
break this cycle. 
 
Mr. Speaker, if this government fails to find a way, and there is not a change, 
there will be a rebound of unmet demands and expectations; a rebound Mr. 
Speaker, that could be so severe, it may lead to a rejection of our system of 
government. 
 
We have listened to the Minister of Finance and did not see any hope, vision or 
plan to bring about sustained growth and development. What we heard was 
more of the same; piecemeal measures aimed at the poor without being 
transformative, without the capacity to change their circumstances. 
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The vision that the Minister spoke about in his presentation appears to be the 
worst nightmare for a majority of Jamaican. 
 
The way we have been operating in the last 25 years has not worked and only a 
quantum shift in governments operation and governance can change 
Jamaica. This government has proven that they lack the mettle to bring about 
this change. 
 
They are proving to be good book keepers, but bad managers. We need good 
financial control which understands debt management, growth and change 
management. 
 
We on this side intend to lead the charge for transformative changes and 
solutions; the country demands and needs it. 
 
My. Speaker for the last 25 years we have failed to satisfy the need for change, 
growth and development in the area of infrastructure. 
 
It is important to note that for the last 25 years your party has served as 
government for 21. Hence the significant burden of failure rests at your feet. 
 
This is indeed, ‘Impatient of Debate’. 
 
The 21 years of your tenure has been typified by mismanagement, lack of 
direction and leadership but more importantly, you have shattered the hopes, 
dreams and aspirations of our people. These have been crushed by your 
failures. 

HOUSING 
Mr. Speaker Let us look at the housing sector. Housing starts in a modern 
economy is one of the key indices of economic activity. In our society it is also a 
good indicator of how we are impacting on the quality of life of the workers. 
 
For some time we have spoken of the need for at least 10, 000 housing solutions 
per annum, in 2011 a major effort from the Housing Agency of Jamaica (HAJ) 
and collaboration with the private sector achieved 6,405 starts and laid out the 
trajectory to achieve 10, 000 starts by 2013. 
 
However, statistics now show that starts are a measly 2, 896 and the Housing 
Agency of Jamaica (HAJ) has imploded and the National Housing Trust is in 
turmoil, drained of resources to cover the debts of the government. 
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The housing demand is significant and the quality of the housing stock – 
especially in inner-city communities and informal settlements is deplorable. 
 
Mr. Speaker historically, housing construction by the government as formulated 
has been a victim of controversy for various reasons but history Mr. Speaker, 
must not become a millstone around our necks. RATHER our experience should 
teach us better ways. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the challenge we face is to design a housing policy, a regulatory 
framework and programs that will stimulate development in this sector without 
burdening the tax payers and impairing our fiscal balance. Indeed we need 
transformative programs. 
 
Not just transformative in terms of systems and physical resources but also a 
transformed thinking of policy makers and stakeholders who must change their 
approach if we are ever to develop modern housing stock and vibrant 
communities. 
 
Mr. Speaker I want to look at six areas that offer opportunity for development. 
 

Need for a Housing Policy 
We need to promulgate a comprehensive housing policy on which much work 
has been done. In fact the professionals who worked on it included several from 
that side. We urge the Minister to take a look at what is there and complete the 
work in order to provide the country with a comprehensive housing policy. This 
policy must ensure that there is a framework for sustainable development in the 
sector that will satisfy existing demand and reverse urban decay. 
 

Public/Private Partnerships 
A critical program that can begin the process is the Private/Public Partnership 
(PPP). 
 
Such a policy has been studied, documented and accepted by the cabinet of 
the last JLP administration; which concluded the work of a previous 
administration. 
 
The PPP has the potential for major investment in the housing sector; combining 
public land with private capital, taking pressure off the tax payers and delivering 
houses to working people. This Mr. Speaker is a solution without the spending of 
one taxpayer dollar. 
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Having completed the PPP we initiated at least two projects which currently 
face significant administrative challenges. They can be resolved and should be 
resolved as this is the kind of activity which is required to grow the sector, 
provide housing and by extension grow the economy. 
 
Bernard Lodge for example was designed to start with 1,500 units for very low 
income workers but the HAJ has apparently bundled this project and the cost is 
now, going beyond what the average low income earner can afford. 
 
Mr. Speaker like any new program PPPs need intensive and focused monitoring 
in its early stages in order to ensure that an efficient system evolves which can 
inspire confidence from the investment community, promoting further 
involvement. 
 
We can generate significant development with PPPs. There are several private 
sector entities willing to partner with the government to build houses if these are 
managed with integrity and transparency. 
 
Petty partisan politics cannot be part of the program. If we find the will to be 
objective, rather than partisan, we have the people do deliver affordable 
housing under this program. 

Need for a Secondary Mortgage Market 
 
The next major growth initiative to this sector is the development of a secondary 
mortgage market.   
 
It is a fact Mr. Speak that 11.4 billion dollars is being extracted for the National 
Housing Trust to assist in paying down our debt. Having taken 11.4 billion from the 
Trust we should be examining new ways of bringing private capital into housing 
finance. 
 
It is therefore important that we seek to develop the regulatory framework that 
would foster the development of a strong secondary mortgage market. 
 
Mr. Speaker, let me remind the house that it was the initiation of such a program 
by the Jamaica Mortgage Bank, under my administration, that resulted in the 
dramatic yet welcomed fall in mortgage rates to single digits in 2009/10. 
 
On this side we are fully aware of what happened in the North American 
secondary markets which led to the international financial crises. We can ensure 
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however, that this will not be experienced in our situation by avoiding those well 
understood and established pitfalls. 
 
Mr. Speaker, if mortgages can be converted into financial instruments, even 
Sections of the NHT mortgages can be made into valuable instruments as some 
of the NHT mortgages at the upper end -the 7% - are good quality investments. 
 
It could provide opportunities for long term investors like pension funds etc; 
giving the NHT and other mortgage companies, valuable capital to re-invest 
into additional housing. 
 
Mr. Speaker, this of course is all dependent on maintaining a stable 
macroeconomic framework, including a stable currency.  
 
Our failure to think of creative financial programs to generate investments would 
appear to be because of the long standing infatuation of the PNP with high 
interest rates, devaluation and inflation. Now that they have adopted the IMF 
bookkeeping techniques you are at a loss how to find growth.. TIME FOR A NEW 
THINKING AND TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGES. (It is time for a new generation of 
leadership) 
 

What of Reverse Mortgages 
Mr. Speaker we believe the time is ripe for the development of legislation and 
regulations to facilitate a reverse mortgage regime. There are thousands of 
formally middle income successful professionals, especially those who had 
served in the public sector, whose pension benefits have condemned them to a 
life of poverty and marginalisation, but they still own valuable property which 
they acquired pre-retirement. 
 
Mr. Speaker reverse mortgages could restore dignity to some of Jamaica’s finest 
who contributed so much to our country but have so little to live on now. 
 
This could also lead the way in reducing urban decay and the general 
reduction in the quality of our housing stocks as a significant number of these 
houses are in places such as Vineyard Town, Hagley Park etc. which once were 
the homes of middle income Jamaicans acquired post independence.  
 
Currently, the only interest in such real estate are often overseas based siblings 
who have only emotional interest and will leave the house after the owner dies 
to squatters and the subsequent urban decay. 
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These areas if acquired by investors after the passing of the current owners are 
likely to develop into quality housing of offices, reducing urban decay and 
spurring a rejuvenation of the city. 
 
Mr. Speaker we need new thinking for growth and development and reverse 
mortgages is a part of this new thinking.  
 
We on this side seek transformation not bureaucracy and good book keeping.  

How about a Procure and Build scheme 
Mr. Speaker, the next proposal might require some capital from the 
consolidated fund but given the target group I think there are items we could 
deny in favour of this particular project. 
 
Mr. Speaker we should activate the Housing Fund under the Housing Act and 
capitalising it with public funds from the current capital of about 99 billion and 
this could bring relief to thousands of humble Jamaicans, contribute to growth 
and bring greater poverty relief to many.  
 
Food for the Poor houses cannot be the only answer for low income individuals. 
It is apparent from the level of informal development that low income families 
can build their own homes. 
 
What we should do and must do is provide a planed legal framework.  
 
Mr. Speaker the concept is simple: 
 

1. Provide a housing site that may cost between 1.5 and 2.5 million dollars 
2. Add 750,000 dollars worth of material 
3. Generate a mortgage of  between 2.2 to 3.5 million 
4. Provide the family with a pre-approved plans and land titles  
5. Have the family build their own home under supervision with people of 

integrity 
6. Make specific efforts at social intervention with JSIF, SDC and NGO’s. 
7. Ensure to introduce enterprise activities and the required re-socialisation  
8. Engage social organisations such as churches to prevent the opportunity 

for the formation of Garrison type communities  
 
Informal settlers have demonstrated the opportunity to build quality housing with 
limited resources. Mr. Speaker, community labour is not alien to Jamaican 
culture, especially in rural areas.  
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Mr. Speaker, a 3 million dollar mortgage under the Housing Fund for 60 years 
would be less than $6, 000 dollars a month. With the current strata act this may 
be become even applicable in multiple family homes. 
 
2 billion dollars annually could bring as much as 1, 000 families into the formal 
economy.  
 
Efficiently and fairly implemented, I am sure we could generate significant 
international assistance.  
 
Mr. Speaker, our people have the capacity for hard work when they are 
satisfied with the rewards they are creative, innovative and cooperative. Given 
the legal framework, our culture can solve the problem. Government needs to 
facilitate the progress and give our people a change to be great. It is 
government that has been an impediment to our progress. 
 
Between taxation and security efforts, the poor are being oppressed by the 
government and the scourge of persistent poverty remains.  
 
The Housing Act allows the housing fund to give 60 year mortgages. This will 
open the flood gates for home ownership, empowering a cohort of poor 
Jamaicans, proud and financially strong. 
 
Challenges with the Approval Process 
 
Mr. Speaker, the final hurdle is to simplify our very complicated and 
cumbersome approval processes. And while the Housing Act has given us 
significant leverage, it is the appropriate time for housing ministry and the local 
government ministry as well as other relevant state agencies such as NEPA to 
design simple transparent and efficient systems. 
 
Among proposals previously discussed that need to be examined now for 
implementation is: 
 
1. Registration of professional architects and engineers who could then sign off 

on buildings that fit into the relevant development orders and building code 
requirements, pay the required fees. 

2. Ensure local authorities have strong inspectorate divisions that would inspect 
the construction every step of the way and have the power not only to stop 
construction but to demolish where they are bypassed. This of course will 
ensure speedy start ups. 

3. Professionals who sign off on inadequate plans and bypass the local 
authority or approve inadequate plans should be deregistered. 
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Looking at the Housing Agency of Jamaica (HAJ) 
The HAJ must be revitalized as it is the most important in the provision low 
income houses to Jamaicans.  
 
We need to continue the program of upgrading informal settlements, giving 
financial empowerment to these dwellers, unleashing entrepreneurial potential 
adding to the wealth of the country and increasing tax revenue. 
 
It is unfortunate that we have reduced the scope of this program, an idea that 
originated with the current minister; providing tittles without infrastructure is not 
satisfactory. 
 
Let us be clear. Giving out titles in and of itself cannot drive the development 
process. Jamaica needs holistic infrastructural development. 
 
The current challenges with the HAJ have put back the progress we made in 
developing the program of regularising informal settlements and building low 
income solutions. 
 
Development is not an exercise of expedience or politics. Technocrats who 
have trained for years in their particular field must be allowed within the law and 
regulations to do their jobs. 
 
In reforming the HAJ we should examine the feasibility of putting the housing 
division of the Ministry of Housing in the HAJ. This would lead to greater 
efficiencies, especially if we focused on extremely low income housing. We 
should also look at transferring projects from the NHT to such an agency. The 
NHT should focus on housing finance. 
 
There are too many agencies and departments in the government doing 
housing.  
 
Let us concentrate the professional expertise and experience of this sector in 
one single efficient agency, where they can be paid well and given the 
professional independence to bring quality residential communities to working 
Jamaicans. 
 
We can deliver housing to all sections of the society, but we must have the 
political will to ensure transparency, involve the wider community, engage true 
professionals and remove petty politics from the process. 
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We need not just reform of housing but a radical rethinking of our approach at 
delivering low income units, reversing urban decay and protecting our 
environment. 
 

WATER 
Mr. Speaker I now take a look at the water sector but before I do would like to 
extend my sincere condolence to the family of the Mr. Tony Lee, who died at 
the Rio Cobre/Tulloch Springs Water Supply Project under the Jamaica Water 
Sector Supply Improvement Project. Also, to his six colleagues who were injured 
due to that unfortunate accident we extend our best wishes for their recovery. 

We want to thank all these workers who have been trying their best to maintain 
and bring water to the people of Jamaica under very trying circumstances 
aggravated by the failing policies of this government. 

We note with concern that the capital allocation for water has been reduced 
by about 4 billion dollars. This is troubling when I was there I made considerable 
efforts, negotiating with the Planning Institute of Jamaica and the relevant 
departments at the Ministry of Finance focussed on ensuring that the water 
sector had capital space for development. 

Unfortunately, we have learnt that among the reasons for the cuts is that the 
government has not been implementing their program efficiently and utilising 
the space appropriately.  

Mr. Speaker let me explain. 

The pipeline in question should have been finished at the end of 2012. 

This entire project of 215 million USD was negotiated and started within 12 
month.  What is disturbing is that the government’s failure to continue the 
program in a timely manner, although the funding and procurement was in 
place, has caused thousands of Jamaicans to be without water. This is a prime 
example of government inefficiency and standing in the way of development. 

We acknowledge that there would have been some challenges in sections of 
the corporate area as a second program, which was fully financed, designed to 
rehabilitate 29 facilities, wells and lift stations, in and around the corporate area 
would still be in progress.  
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Mr. Speaker I am aware that the some multilateral agencies are not happy with 
the way this government is implementing water supply projects which are 
viewed as important cornerstones in the drive for sustainable development. We 
should not be happy either. 

Mr Speaker, we recognise that some work has started on the North Coast which 
is essential and needed but they could proceed simultaneously.  

Mr. Speaker, a significant part of the early failure of the North Coast Water 
System is not just the addition of hotel rooms but a culture of no preventative 
maintenance of the systems by the NWC. 

It is a fact that the Great River Plant had a dramatic reduction in its output 
because the intake was blocked by calcium deposits. In fact, so difficult it was 
that normal preventative maintenance, “pigging”, could not restore the normal 
aperture of the pipe and required a submarine rock cutter. This led to 
unnecessary suffering by the people of Western Jamaica because of a poor 
maintenance program.  

Mr. Speaker, even as we cut the capital budget inefficiencies are showing up 
again, as we are in Port Antonio, building sewer lines without a sewer plant. 

We have again re-awakened talk of the damning of the Rio Cobre, a fifty year 
old idea, an idea that has many well known challenges because of the 
location, a Karstic Limestone area. 

The Chinese saved us on the North South Highway, as we were warned about 
the challenges but ignored by the same engineer who is recommending this 
plan. 

I would recommend that we visit the use of hard rock drilling in the Blue 
Mountains which would also  give you significant power with inline turbine in the 
intake lines from Wells to distributions points.  

Nor should we dismiss the Mahogany Vale Dam. 

Mr. Speaker, Jamaica has enough water to supply its citizens, If we move 
aggressively to develop the infrastructure required, and maintain such 
infrastructure. 
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Drought 
Mr. Speaker, Jamaica does not need to have water restrictions. What is required 
is the efficient management and build-out of appropriate infrastructure. 

Let us look at Hopewell in St Elizabeth, For ten years they had no water because 
of poor infrastructure. The new Hopewell Well is not only supplying the old are 
but has the capacity to expand. 

St Elizabeth aquifers have enough water to supply all of St. Elizabeth and 
Manchester all that is needed is the infrastructure.  

Mr. Speaker we need to look at the entire island and build out the required 
infrastructure. 

Let us bear in mind that the minor systems are the ones that tend to run low in 
the dry season and with an active build out, that would give 95 percent of 
urban systems a reliable supply and increase the supply to rural areas 75% is 
needed. 

We have identified significant funding through the K-Factor, IDB, CREW Funding, 
JWSIP. What is requires is efficient and speedy implementation. Many rural areas 
need larger reliable systems, standpipes without reliability is petty politics. 

Quassi River in Trelawny, Agualta Vale in St Mary and Whitehall in the New 
Market area are all large rural schemes that can bring relief to thousands, 
replacing minor schemes which are troublesome. 

 Mr. Speaker besides the failure to implement some of the capital programs 
which were in place in a timely manner, the Ministry continues to operate th 
Rapid Response System. I want to remind the Minister that we had examined the 
feasibility of transferring all these trucks to the parish councils and to provide 
them with funding for trucking. I want to suggest that this still a better proposal 
than trying to centralise the trucking of water. 

The local authorities are more familiar with the details of their communities, can 
react faster and more efficiently to water shortages. What could be worked out 
centrally is a subvention to ensure supplies of water to the trucks from the NWC. 
This would ensure a steady and reliable supply to the trucks. 

Much work has been concluded on this program including the board of survey 
work on the rolling stock. We should take this proposal to its conclusion. Trucking 
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is best handled at the local level. We should focus on bringing potable piped 
water to the majority of Jamaicans from the NWC. 

Currently, there is need for a third cell at Martha Brae or a new plant elsewhere 
in the north coast to ensure that when the new hotels come on stream we don’t 
have to deny Jamaicans water in order to keep tourists supplied. 

Mr. Speaker, the program of none-revenue water must be approached with a 
sense of urgency as we are losing up to 65 percent of what we produce. A 25% 
reduction would not only make the NWC viable but would bring relief to 
hundreds of thousands of Jamaicans. This could mean 20 million gallons of water 
per day at no extra operational cost. 

Even Mandeville which has a real shortage but is losing up to 70% of its water of 
that which is produced, will have major improvement in its supple. 

Mr. Speaker we need an efficient implementation program in the water sector 
as the money is there to relieve the suffering of the people. If we manage the 
resource efficiently we will be able to deliver in a reliable manner, quality supply 
to Jamaicans. 

Mr. Speaker with global warming and climate change, water is fast becoming a 
highly valuable commodity with many multinational corporations investing in the 
sector. 

Mr. Speaker the water commission with cash flow of over 20 billion dollars, staff 
of 2,100 and some 3,000 facilities across the island must be managed like any 
large corporation. 

The NWC ACT allows for nine commissioners, we should ensure that these 
individuals understand corporate leadership and corporate governance. This 
may be an agency that we could introduce the approval by parliament of its 
chair and members on a pilot basis. 

We need new ideas, new plans and a new vision. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Transport is probably the most important facet of national development when 
all its facets are considered; air, sea and land. 

International trade is based on air and sea transport. It has been shown that 
quality road development gives one of the highest rates of return in the short 
term.  

We therefore need to develop and articulate a comprehensive transport policy. 
We also need to develop a physical development plan for Jamaica that lays 
out clearly our transport development target for the next 25 years 
encompassing Air, Sea and Land. 

Unfortunately the first physical plan done in conjunction with the UNDP in 1964 
under the then JLP Government of Sir Alexander Bustamante has not been 
followed. Even so this plan still is relevant. It is time for us to discuss a new plan 
especially as it relates to our road network and settlement strategy. 

JUTC 
Today we are having major problems with land transport especially in the 
corporate area. Not just because of bad roads but also the ongoing challenges 
facing our commuters including students in procuring safe, reliable and 
affordable transportation. 

The history of our bus system is well known. In short we have operated between 
corporate with publicly owned buses as well as an ad-hoc system of private 
small operators comprising robots and legal franchise owners. 

This system has failed to satisfy the demand of the population and has over the 
years impaired our productivity and the dignity of our people. 

The current attempt to bring order to the system has some merits but we should 
not disrespect the small operators who were at one time the backbone of the 
system. 

Mr. Speaker those who have been denied renewal of their license should be 
granted compensation. Many franchisees have borrowed money to invest in 
their business not knowing that in 2014 the government would arbitrarily 
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terminate their contracts. Two years is too short a time to recover investment in 
this kind of business 

The JUTC is still being heavily subsidized and if in fact removal of the franchise 
holders would render the JUTC viable then use the subsidy to buy out the 
franchises and have the Transport Authority give them new routes  

We are not against reform, we welcome it, but reform must take place in an 
environment of equity and fairness, respecting those who have invested their 
time and money in transportation when the JUTC was unable to provide the 
service. 

Roads 
Mr. Speaker, the road system which is like the circulatory system of the body, will 
determine our productivity, security and prosperity. Like the economy, the road 
system is in serious state of disrepair. We had the JDIP program which did 
excellent work despite political attempts to diminish the successes of this 
program. 

I notice the government is attempting a similar program with a new name but I 
say to the Minister a rose by any name is still a rose. While it must be recognised 
in the budget and be transparent, it is not necessarily the most efficient way to 
run it through the Minister of Finance. I wish you well on the program but 
importantly we need to look comprehensively at how we can improve our entire 
road network. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to look at reclassifying our road network and determine 
the engineering standards for each classification. 

A highway system which was advocated from the physical development plan 
of 1964 should be examined and developed around highway 2000. These of 
course would have linkages with A, B and C type roads and we should establish 
minimum standards of maintenance for all roads. The local authorities must be 
given adequate resources for the maintenance of community roads. 
(Agricultural roads, school roads etc) 

We also suggest that a strong engineering unit be set up under the road fund to 
set standards and monitor maintenance programs for all public road ways. The 
local authorities must have access to their expertise in their planning and 
development.  
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A team must be set up separate from the NWA to monitor standards of all 
government funded projects that would directly to the permanent secretary in 
the ministry of transport and works. 

For far too long the people of Jamaica have not been getting value for money 
on many infrastructure projects especially roads.  

Part of what we must do is ensure the maintenance of our infrastructure. While 
we may not have much money to do all we would like to do, a proper 
classification of our roadways would allow us to get far more from what we are 
now spending.  

Mr. Speaker, the government has recently completed the rehabilitation of the 
Sligoville Main Road. While this rehabilitation has been welcomed there isn’t 
enough lighting on the road and many motorists avoid the road at nights. 

Mr. Speaker, we suggest that the government considers the use of "photo-
luminising" technology our roads. With this technology medians and boundaries 
glow in the dark because they are painted using luminescent pigment. 

Mr. Speaker this technology could save the government millions and help us to 
make our roads safer especially those where street lighting is not present. This 
technology is now being used in the Netherlands to great effect. I suggest the 
minister save some money by exploring this avenue. 

Airports 
Mr. Speaker we have made progress with the divestment of our airport in 
Montego Bay. We must now pursue the divestment of the Norman Manley 
International Airport.  We should not dismiss the longstanding suggestion by the 
Member for Central Clarendon about the potential of Vernamfield.  

We want to reiterate our support, as we know that if we are to become a part 
of the international trading circle, as we move toward a global logistics hub, we 
must have an airport that can accommodate long haul flights for both good 
and passengers.  

Long haul flights require run ways of up to twelve and fourteen thousand feet 
which has to be developed at Vernamfield. 
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The major centres of wealth are growing in the far east - Beijing, shanghai and 
Delhi. We must be able to accommodate direct connections to these areas if 
we are to become a significant player in international commerce. 

A successful logistics centre with development of the proposed economic 
zones, must have an airport of this magnitude, we must plan for it now.  

Sea Ports / Logistics Hub 
Mr. Speaker our seaports will be the axis on which any logistics hub is pinned. 
Transhipment is critical to logics development and Jamaica’s as a prime 
location is not debatable or challengeable as we are within 200 kilometres of 
the major sea lanes. Neither Cuba nor the Dominican Republic can provide 
such opportunities but what is important however, is the need a clear plan of 
action and decisiveness. 

This government is not committed to the full magnitude of this concept. On this 
side we have had least two members who have articulated the concepts. To 
my far left the member from Central Clarendon, articulated and documented 
proposals for Jamaica to become a major logistics centre in what he termed an 
Integrated Multi-Modal Concept. Now we speak of a Global Logistics Hub. To 
my right my colleague from North Central St Andrew has spoken passionately on 
the need to develop Kingston harbour and link it with the Caymanas Economic 
Zone to be the focus for international trade and a logistics centre. 

Much of what I will now say maybe repetitious but this concept is of such 
importance that it justifies repetition and going forward required national 
consensus. Anyone investing over a billion dollars in Jamaica must never feel, 
irrespective of who sits in government, that we have any hesitation. 

The divestment of the Kingston Container terminal must be pursued and we 
must ensure that the required infrastructure development must now be done in 
order optimise the use of this major asset. 

The full development of the Kingston Port can catalyse the full redevelopment of 
the entire downtown region. 
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The corporate area with an established network of professionals must become 
the base for a strong maritime industry covering the fields of: 

1. Ship registration 

2. Insurance and bunkering 

3. International financial activities  

4. Legal services for the shipping industry 

5. Dry docking 

The Goat Islands is seen by some experts as a better berthing location for super 
large ships. 

If we create a development plan with all these in mind and bring on stream the 
legislative framework, the training to provide the human resources, through the 
Caribbean Maritime Institute and other institutions, we can expand faster than 
we anticipate.  

Let us remember that Singapore was in the same position we are in now in 1964 
and now they have a per capita income of 55, 000 USD and we are struggling 
way below five. 

If we do this right and double our per capita income the current debt would be 
a non-issue. We would be able to provide the critical resources for our people. 

Most of our development will take place on our coastline and as such we do 
expect modification to the environment. What we must ensure is that the 
benefits of environmental modification far outweigh the cost. And we must take 
the appropriate steps to mitigate any negative changes, while ensuring that 
designated prime environmental assets are genuinely protected. 
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CONCLUSION 
Mr. Speaker what I have presented is a number of ideas that can stimulate 
growth without impacting our fiscal accounts. Some of these programs are 
impatient of debate, others may need some study but we are bringing the fore 
genuine programs that can be driven by the private sector.  

Mr. Speaker there is no single action to solve our problems. What we need to do 
is think out of the box and bring on stream creative programs in all fields of 
activity.  

I have not only mentioned physical and financial development but also the 
need for legislative, regulatory and policy frameworks to ensure efficiency and 
facilitation. 

Mr. Speaker, the housing sector already has a Public Private Partnership but the 
country needs a PPP to provide a satisfactory framework to participate in all 
public infrastructure programs. 

We reiterate the fact that infrastructure lays the foundation for sustainable 
development. We maintain that Jamaica needs a holistic plan to ensure not 
only the development of infrastructure but sustainable economic development. 
The leader will speak more to that.  

We need to design the right programs to give the people the opportunities they 
seek. Our nation has the talent, commitment and capital. Politicians need to 
provide the policies and framework to allow the enterprise and creativity to 
move our country forward. 

We need leadership free of the colonial remnants, post independent leadership, 
knowledgeable of modern technology, social media and education. 

We have such a leader a, leader confident to challenge the status quo and 
orthodoxy of multi lateral agencies, which have been the cause of persistent 
poverty in developing countries like ours.  

We can be wealthy, we will be wealthy, our people have the talent and the skill 
but we need new leadership and a new direction to unleash the full potential of 
our people. 

Mr. Speaker, may god bless us all as we strive to bring prosperity, equal rights 
and justice to all Jamaicans.      –   Thank you. 
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