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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honour to stand here this afternoon, to give an account of my stewardship 
over the 2016/2017 financial year and to provide an update on the plans that are in place for moving 
us even further ahead, because we are actively Advancing the Growth Agenda. There are several 
persons whose help and support have made my task that much easier and I will take just a few 
minutes to publicly acknowledge them.

Mr. Speaker, I start by thanking my wife and children, who have wholeheartedly and unreservedly 
supported me as I serve my country as a Member of Parliament and as a Minister of Government, 
even at great personal sacrifice. In those times, when the pressures of the various assignments 
have been exhausting, I have been able to cope because of their silent and unwavering support.

To the constituents of North West St. James, some of whom have journeyed here today to show 
their support, the staff of my constituency office who oversee the affairs in my absence, enabling 
me to manage the demands of a government portfolio and representational politics, to party 
workers and my management team, I say a big thank you.

To my colleagues in this Honourable House, on both sides of the aisle, we may at times have dif-
fering views and engage in bantering each other but at the end of the day, I am confident that we 
are all here because we have a common conviction and that is to improve the lives of the people 
whom we individually and collectively represent and to build a nation of which we can all be proud.  

Let me pause here Mr. Speaker, to join my voice to those who have paid tribute to the Most Hon-
ourable Portia Simpson Miller. She has served her party and her country with distinction and as 
the last of the 76ers era of political leaders, she has set a legacy of selfless service that all of us in 
this Honourable House, regardless of the party that we support, would do well to emulate.  Mrs. 
Simpson Miller will remain an inspiration to all Jamaican women who have contributed to our po-
litical development. Her journey from the hills of St. Catherine to Presidency of her party and then 
Prime Minister, is a remarkable one for which we can be proud. She has cemented the continued 
worth of women in the political arena.  I wish her a well and long life as she moves to a new phase 
and I am looking forward to hearing her voice from time to time, as I am sure she will speak when 
she can on sports and gender issues, for which she has an undying passion.

Mr. Speaker, I also take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. Peter Phillips on his ascendency to 
the post of President of his party, and by extension, Leader of the Opposition. 

I want to acknowledge and thank the staff of this Ministry under the leadership of Permanent 
Secretary Audrey Sewell and the portfolio Agencies, especially those that fall within the specific 
areas of my responsibility. They are a dedicated team and the success of my stewardship has 
been made possible because of their hard work, commitment and their support of the mandate 
of this Administration.

Finally Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the Most Honourable Andrew Holness, Prime Minister, for 
the confidence that he has demonstrated in my abilities, by assigning to me portfolio areas and 
subjects that are most critical to the success of the growth agenda that has been articulated by 
this Administration. I also want to specially acknowledge my colleague Ministers, Daryl Vaz and 
Everald Warmington, with whom I work closely.
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I now wish to spend a few minutes on the Government’s economic programme, as there is vibrant 
national debate focused on the macro-economic programmes and expenditure for 2017/18. Mr 
Speaker, I must express my disappointment with the fact that the debate on tax reform has failed 
to examine in any objective way, the pros and cons of direct and indirect taxation in our situation.

I put it to you Mr. Speaker, that the traditional argument of the regressive nature of indirect taxa-
tion is not justified in the Jamaican context, based on the specific areas of consumption that we 
have earmarked. It is also true that all taxation measures have an impact on everyone. What we 
have sought to do therefore, is to reduce the direct impact on the segments of population that are 
poor and vulnerable.  

In this regard, we have taken steps to expand PATH, increase the school feeding programme from 
3 to 5 days, reduce cost sharing in schools and hospitals and we have introduced HOPE, which 
is a broad based social intervention programme. More critical to the debate however, is that up to 
40 per cent of our economic activity is in the informal sector and the only just and equitable way 
to bring this sector into the tax net, is by way of indirect taxation.

The participants in the informal sector, a sector that is not likely to be reduced in the short term, 
demand the same service from Government in the provision of roads, utilities, education and 
health, as the overburdened PAYE taxpayer and they should therefore share the cost.  

Mr. Speaker, we should note further, that the relief to the salaried worker will result in increased 
productivity and employment, as these workers increase economic activity through their own 
spending. I am confident that a review of the tax measures will demonstrate that the decision is 
correct and is in the best interest of the country as it is a more equitable tax system.

Finally, I think it is appropriate to remind this Honourable House before I go into the substantive 
section of my presentation, that the current Leader of the Opposition and then Minister of Finance 
and Planning, was a proponent of some of the policy changes, especially in relation to Land Tax 
Reform. Let me refer to comments reportedly made by him in the House in February 2015:

The Property Tax Reform is envisaged to be ready for implementation by the start of the 2015/16 
financial year. This will include amendments to the Property Tax (Amendment) Act, the Land  
Valuation (Amendment) Act and the Tax Collection (Amendment) Act to provide for among other 
things the publication of names, valuation numbers, addresses and amounts outstanding of delinquent 
property owners in the Jamaica Gazette, daily newspapers, broadcast media or a Government 
website, subject to court proceedings, as well as provisions to allow for the utilisation of a wide 
array of media for the posting of assessment notices.

The amendments to the Land Valuation Act will provide for the interim adjustment of land values 
in periods of no more than two years, to take account of changes in economic conditions and/or 
change in the use of properties.

Mr Speaker, this Ministry is playing a key role in building confidence and redirecting the conver-
sation. We must bear in mind that whilst a level of fiscal discipline prevailed when the other side 
was the Government, the focus was austerity and there was very little discourse on growth.  This 
Administration is exercising fiscal discipline but Advancing the Growth Agenda.
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I will now turn my attention to the portfolio areas for which I have been given oversight, which have 
proven demanding but certainly satisfying.    

WATER

Mr. Speaker, water is life. It is essential for our 
survival, in fact, in the absence of an efficient 
and effective water sector, sustainable devel-
opment, economic growth and improvement 
in the quality of life for our people will never be  
realised. This Government is therefore firmly 
committed to ensuring that our communities, 
our farmers and our industries, have access 
to this precious commodity. A revised National  
Water Sector Policy is now being finalised to guide 
this process.  Extensive consultation has already 
taken place and it is anticipated that the policy will 
be laid in the Houses of Parliament shortly.

POTABLE WATER

The National Water Commission (NWC) has been contending with two major imperatives as it 
strives to provide water supply and sewerage services to major sections of the country. It is faced 
with the task of consolidating and rehabilitating its existing facilities to improve supply reliability, 
increase operational efficiencies and minimise the environmental impact of the effluent discharges 
from its wastewater treatment plants, while balancing the need to expand its services to meet the 
growing demand due to population growth and commercial developments. 

Over the last twelve months, the NWC has substantially completed the rehabilitation of a number 
of pumping facilities and water storage tanks in Kingston and St. Andrew under the Kingston  
Metropolitan Water Supply Improvement Programme which is largely financed by a US$133  
million loan from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  The Commission is also steadily 
progressing on a comprehensive programme to reduce the unacceptably high level of non-reve-
nue water (NRW) in Kingston and St. Andrew (KSA). This is being financed using funds from the 
IDB loan.  It is estimated that the NRW level in the KSA is currently some 60 per cent of the water 
supplied and the plan is to have this level decreased to at most 30 per cent by 2020.
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Preparations are being made to establish a 15 million gallon per day water treatment plant at 
Content in St. Catherine, to augment the water supply to Portmore and the Corporate Area using 
water from the Rio Cobre River.  

This will be done through a public private partnership (PPP) arrangement. It is projected that  
construction work will commence early 2018 and will provide employment for at least 600 Jamai-
cans. The additional water production capacity that will be provided by this new water treatment 
plant will help to minimise the impact of drought on the water supply to these areas.  

Steps are also being taken to improve the water supply infrastructure along the northern corridor 
between Rio Bueno and Mammee Bay in St Ann. There has been significant foreign investment 
in the hotel and housing sectors in this area and this is expected to intensify over the next four to 
six years, increasing the water requirement. The NWC is therefore being proactive in increasing its 
capacity to satisfy the anticipated increase in demand. Work to assess the possibility of imple-
menting this project through a PPP arrangement is far advanced.

Mr. Speaker, from time to time there is outcry in the public domain about a seemingly lack of  
collaboration and coordination between Government Agencies and the NWC and the NWA 
feature prominently in this regard. There are five (5) major roadways in Kingston and St. Andrew 
that are being rehabilitated under the Major Infrastructure Development Project (MIDP) and I am 
happy to announce that the NWC is actively collaborating with the NWA to ensure the optimal 
implementation of these improvement works. What this means is that pipelines along these road 
corridors will be replaced as part of the road works and trunk sewers will also be installed. 

The roadways that will be affected are:

•  Marcus Garvey Drive – this is substantially complete;

•  Mandela Highway (from Six Miles to Ferry) – work is in progress;

•  Constant Spring Road (from Manor Park to Eastwood Park Road  intersection);

•  Hagley Park Road (from Maxfield Avenue to Three Miles); and

•  Barbican Road (from Russell Heights to Jacks Hill Road)/East Kings House Road (northern 
section). 

The NWC is undertaking a number of other 
projects to improve supply reliability and  
reduce NRW levels; these include:

•  Replacement of 6 kilometres of 250 
mm transmission main between 
Sandy Ground and Black River Town 
Centre, St. Elizabeth;

•  Cascade/Claremont /Jericho Water 
Supply Project, Hanover;
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•  Essex Valley Water Supply Project, St. Elizabeth; and

•  Southern Chapleton Water Supply Project, Clarendon;

In addition, we are working with consultants through the IDB to determine what projects we 
need to execute, by what mechanism and in what timeframe. In essence, we are developing an  
investment schedule.

Mr. Speaker, we are not only focusing on improving the water supply in our urban areas. A  
comprehensive rural water supply upgrade programme is being implemented by the Rural Water 
Supply Limited resulting in a number of projects being undertaken in the rural areas. These  
include:

•  Derry/Hazard Water Supply System, St. Mary;

•  Warsop/John Daggy Water Supply System, Trelawny;

•  Georgia Water Supply System, St. Thomas;

•  Cane River Water Supply System, East Rural St. Andrew;

•  Rosewell Water Supply System, Southern Clarendon;

•  Montpelier/Mt. Carey Water Supply Improvement, South St. James;

•  Burial Ground Water Supply System, Hanover;

•  Top Redding/Haughton Water Supply System, St. Elizabeth;

•  Comma/Mango Valley Water Supply System, St. Mary;

•  Spring Mount/Burnt Ground Water Supply System, East Central St. James; and

•  Rainwater harvesting in a number of rural schools such as St. Mary Primary,   
Rock Hall All Age, Gayle Primary, Mt. Angus Primary and Derry Primary.

Of note is that these projects will provide employment for in excess of 250 persons. 
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SEWERAGE

Work was recently completed on some sewerage projects, resulting in improvements in the  
discharge of effluents from wastewater treatment plants into the environment and a reduction in 
risks to public health. K-Factor funds were used to finance the Portmore Sewerage Reconfigu-
ration Project which has brought relief from the adverse impact of underperforming wastewater 
treatment facilities to persons who reside in communities such as Bridgeport, Independence City, 
Hamilton Gardens and Caymanas Gardens in Portmore. 

The flows to these plants are now being diverted to the Soapberry Waste Water Treatment Plant 
where adequate treatment is being provided.   

Discussions have commenced surrounding the divestment of the Soapberry Plant by way of a 
Concession Agreement. A key consideration is that the effluent discharge must be treated to 
internationally accepted standards for reuse.  Major sewerage improvement works were also  
undertaken in Majestic Gardens, Seaview Gardens and Riverton Meadows. The land reclaimed 
will be used for economic community development.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) in partnership with the Inter-American Development Bank 
(IDB) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), have partnered to support the  
replacement/rehabilitation of some NWC operated malfunctioning wastewater treatment plants 
under an arrangement with the Caribbean Regional Fund for the Wastewater Management 
(CReW) Project which was negotiated by me during the my first term in office. Last year the  
Elletson Flats Wastewater Plant in St. Andrew and the Boscobel Wastewater Plant in Portland 
were replaced with new ones.  Work has now commenced to replace the Acadia, Bay Farm Villas 
and Hughenden Wastewater Treatment plants in St. Andrew, and to rehabilitate the Blackwood 
Gardens and De la Vega City wastewater treatment plants in St. Catherine and the Lionel Town 
plant in Clarendon.  Some US$12 million will be spent on the CReW projects.
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IRRIGATION

The Ministry has embarked on a programme to rehabilitate a significant number of irrigation  
canals which have seen major deterioration over many years and we are also seeking to  
expand irrigation on the southern plains stretching from St. Elizabeth through to sections of South  
Manchester, South Clarendon, Central St. Catherine all the way to Eastern St. Thomas. The global 
picture is to bring quality irrigation systems to these southern plains in order to transform the  
agricultural sector.   

The first major project under this initiative, the Essex Valley Agricultural Development Project in 
St. Elizabeth, should commence later this year. The project will involve renewable energy and 
will result in reduced cost and improved agricultural infrastructure to ensure sustainability. The 
project will be funded through a grant from the United Kingdom Caribbean Infrastructure Fund.  
Implementation of the project will be managed through the National Irrigation Commission with 
the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries (MICAF) and the Agro Investment 
Corporation.  

There are three other irrigation projects that are being contemplated, the South Clarendon,  
Central St. Catherine and Kitson Town Rural Water Infrastructure Project and the expansion of the 
Pedro Plains Irrigation System using the Black River surface flows. It is the intention of the Govern-
ment of Jamaica to use the entire quota from the Infrastructure Fund for irrigation and we will seek 
additional funding from the CDB and other multi-lateral Agencies if necessary.       

Water is critical to the economic growth and development of the country and the Government 
through the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, is committed to the development of 
the sector and will ensure that the resources are provided and the transformation takes place that 
is necessary for us to achieve our targets. Mr. Speaker, we are Advancing the Growth Agenda.
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PORT DEVELOPMENT 

Ports

Mr. Speaker, the Port Authority of Jamaica is possibly the institution that has responded most  
positively to the Government’s thrust for growth, as it continues to pursue strategic initiatives 
geared at modernising the maritime sector.  Having successfully completed the Concession 
Agreement for the Kingston Freeport Terminal, which is proceeding smoothly and will cement the 
Port of Kingston as one of the premier regional trans-shipment hub and logistics centre, we are 
now looking at ensuring that the spin off industries will be there.  

Already the dredging of the access to the Kingston Harbour is proceeding and is 50 per cent  
complete at this time. The works to upgrade the capacity of Gordon Cay to handle the largest 
ships traversing the Panama Canal is on the way.  New container handling equipment is being 
acquired and already the productivity of the terminal has moved from 24 moves per hour to 28 
moves per hour.  

On completion of the works in the first 
and second phases, capacity will move 
from 2.3 to 3.5 Twenty-Foot Equivalent 
Units (TEUs). Kingston Wharves Limited 
has also been aggressively upgrading its  
capacity, with the addition of new cranes, 
container handling equipment and bulk 
handling equipment.  It has also moved 
to establish itself as a leading logistics 
service provider, with the construction 
of a new 160,000 square foot ‘total  
logistics’ facility approaching completion.            
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The Port Authority has now implemented the Port Community System (PCS) for Jamaica and the 
pilot phase of the first module was successfully launched in October 2016. The PCS was able to 
accept a manifest from the shipping line CMA CGM (Jamaica) in their native Cuscar format and 
redistribute it successfully to the Jamaica Customs Agency. Also noteworthy Mr. Speaker, is 
that a number of companies in the shipping industry are utilising the trans-shipment module in a  
paperless format with increased efficiency and cost saving.  Work is progressing to implement the 
important export modules which are to be completed in the second quarter of the financial year.

The PAJ is looking at expanding warehousing space for all aspects of logistics at the Montego Bay 
and Kingston Ports.  In Montego Bay, cargo operations will be enhanced with the completion of a 
new 72,000 square foot warehouse facility that will lead to increased and faster cargo handling as 
well as improved service delivery. Cruise shipping, especially home porting, is the primary activity 
of Montego Bay.  The terminal is however, a general multipurpose facility, with domestic cargo and 
fuel playing a major role in the economic life of the region.  

Kingston will see the build-out of 150,000 square foot of warehouse facilities that will provide  
“incubator/proof of concept” solutions for potential logistics investors.  

Cruise Shipping

Jamaica is strategically positioned to benefit from the continued growth potential of the global cruise 
industry and to capitalise on these opportunities, the Port Authority along with other stake-
holders, has undertaken several initiatives at the three (3) major cruise ports; Montego Bay,  
Falmouth and Ocho Rios. These initiatives are aimed at improving the attractiveness and competi-
tiveness of these ports while integrating the Ports with the communities and townships that they 
are a part of. Montego Bay can accommodate freedom class and virgin class vessels and home 
porting will be a major part of our activity especially in light of advantages such as the proximity 
of the international airport in Montego Bay. The activities at the Ports have been augmented by 
the refurbishing and retrofitting of terminal and commercial facilities. Mr. Speaker, the House will 
recall the overwhelming success of the Monarch cruise vessel that called on the Port of Kingston 
in December 2016 with over 3,500 passengers and crew. Fresh on the heels of that experience, 
the PAJ is now actively pursuing the potential for Kingston to become a cruise destination.
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Mr. Speaker we have a Minister and Ministry of Tourism who are genuine super marketers and are 
doing a tremendous job of bringing visitors to our shores. 

We at the Port therefore have to ensure that we have world class accommodations to receive our 
cruise guests.

Business Process Outsourcing

The PAJ and the Factories Corporation of Jamaica (FCJ) remain the driving force behind the 
Government’s Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) operations. The FCJ is expanding its  
purpose built space for business process outsourcing and will be embarking on four (4) main  
projects namely; Naggo Head, Garmex Free Zone, Caymanas and the old Good Year complex in 
St. Thomas. The long term strategic plan is to ensure that the real estate assets of the FCJ and 
the Port Authority are brought into a full real estate company for the development of purpose-built 
space for industry. The assets can then be monetized and the wider public can participate in their 
development, the profit of the company and the growth of the industry. Our objective is to improve 
efficiency, provide jobs and offer opportunities for improvement in wealth. The PAJ is collaborating 
with the private sector to ensure that there are adequate purpose built facilities to accommodate 
the expansion in this sector.  

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we are working to ensure that we have adequate human resources to 
fill the jobs that are created. The Most Honourable Prime Minister has articulated an objective 
of employing an addition 200,000 persons in the sector. We are working with the HEART Trust/ 
NTA and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information to establish the programmes to ensure 
that this is achievable, including the provision of the technical capacities in engineering and other 
technical areas needed for the sector and to accommodate the growth in our economy.  

The Port Authority’s approach is holistic and it is focusing on institutional and operational improve-
ments in addition to the infrastructural expansions. In this regard, the PAJ has begun a process of 
transformation which saw the entity innovatively reducing its workforce from 1,300 to 400 without 
discord or dysfunction by seamlessly transferring 900 employees to the private sector.   
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The increase in cruise arrivals has had a huge impact on the communities surrounding our Ports, 
major developments in the BPO sector will lead to approximately 8,000 new jobs, the promotion 
of home porting will provide major opportunities to develop spin-off projects and the development 
of Near-Port Logistics projects will generate relatively high skilled jobs, over 200 in construction 
initially and many more in the long term.  Mr. Speaker, we are Advancing the Growth Agenda.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Speaker, the Urban Development Corporation (UDC) was created primarily to ensure planned 
and orderly urban development across the island.  The entity has been rebranded and through a 
strategy of sustainable urban and rural development, it is striving to become the catalyst that will 
bring about economic, ecological, cultural and social development in Jamaica.  

The UDC has commenced a review of its institutional framework which will see the entity splitting 
its operations into two distinct segments.  A Commercial arm that will focus on revenue generat-
ing activities and an Operational arm that will concentrate on urban development projects across 
Jamaica.  

The UDC is currently focused on the urban renewal of downtown Kingston and is collaborating 
with the National Housing Trust (NHT) and the NWC in undertaking this massive undertaking. 
It is the lead agency in the MOU signing with the CCA. Emphasis is also being placed on the  
development of Montego Bay, with special focus on: the Beach Park, water front beaches and the 
Montego Bay Hip Strip.   Work is also being done with various stakeholders to alleviate the traffic 
and transportation problems currently facing Montego Bay, as well as to develop an artisan village 
in the walk-able loop around the city.  This will enhance the tourism product through exposure to 
visual and performing arts, gastronomy and other authentic cultural experiences.  Mr. Speaker, 
we are Advancing the Growth Agenda.

WORKS

The National Road Operating Company 
(NROC) is now involved in the South 
Coast Highway extension from May 
Pen to Williamsfield. They are also  
examining the possibility of a perimeter 
road for Montego Bay, as well as  
assessing the feasibility of a Williams-
field to Gutters leg of the South Coast 
Highway that will bypass Spur Tree in 
a subsequent phase. 

Mr. Speaker, as the economy grows, 
we may need to do major highway  
development elsewhere and other 
projects could therefore emerge. 

The Honourable Minister of State who will address the House at a later date, will address the 
specific activities relating to Road Infrastructure.    
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HOUSING

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately the public  
housing sector has not been performing  
effectively.  There are still a number of over-
lapping agencies involved in the production 
of housing and the sector continues to  
suffer from the dysfunctionalities with which 
it has been plagued at various points in its 
history. Back in the day, the Ministry with 
responsibility for Housing played a leading 
role in the development of housing schemes 
however, there are claims that this led to the 
creation of garrison communities. The truth 
is, in many instances they failed to perfect 
the process which has not augured well for 
the sustainability of these communities.  

The sector has also suffered from corruption at varying levels, leading to major cost overruns 
and poor performance. The many agencies involved in housing have opened up questions of  
efficiency and accountability, especially in light of the fact that we have not been able to satisfy the 
housing needs in any significant way and squatting remains a major national problem. The institutions 
and their relationships will therefore have to be reviewed.  

The National Housing Trust (NHT), which is a public Trust, is involved in development as well as 
funding. The Jamaica Mortgage Bank (JMB) which has no money but borrows from the NHT, is 
involved in funding for development, in addition to its role in mortgage insurance. The Housing 
Agency of Jamaica (HAJ) which has skills in urban renewal and squatter upgrading, has no money, 
as unfortunately it has suffered from periods of what at best can be described as mismanagement 
and miscreant behaviour. The HAJ has significant assets however, its role as an independent unit 
will have to be examined and the entity will have to be brought to a place where it can be held 
more accountable and sustainable credibility is restored. The core Ministry still has a Projects and 
Technical Services Unit, which is involved in several legacy inner city programmes.  

In keeping with the Government’s focus on public sector transformation, we have reviewed the 
role of the various technical units and we will be developing a new structure by the end of this 
year that will reduce duplication, make them accountable, improve effectiveness and enable us to 
achieve our objective of getting houses to all Jamaicans.  

The NHT has maintained a level of credibility over the years but has not been able to deliver to the 
wider cross section of the population. Policy changes have been made at the Trust and the Prime 
Minister has already highlighted those. As it relates to the wider housing sector, it is anticipated 
that the National Housing Policy and Implementation Plan will be completed this year and this 
policy will play a critical role in revitalising and integrating the sector.  

While we are dealing with the much needed reorganisation of the sector, we will not remain idle.  
In the area of execution, we will go back to basics, with the Ministry focusing on managing the use 
of the Housing Act, which provides opportunities for speedier implementation. 
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The Ministry has made Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) the pillar of its policy moving forward 
and we have already advertised approximately 580 acres of land which has the potential to  
provide some 3,000 housing solutions.  

We have had positive responses from the private sector developers and we are confident that 
work will commence on all of these projects in this financial year.  The PPP approach is designed 
to mobilise the technical and financial resources of the private sector and provides for them to 
share in the risk thereby ensuring accountability at all levels so that we can in fact, deliver what 
we say we are going to deliver. The following properties will be developed in this phase of the 
programme:

My colleague Minister who has responsibility for Land, and the Ministry with responsibility for  
Agriculture, have made additional lands available for housing development in the St. Catherine 
plain. 

ST. CATHERINE

•  Succaba Pen, Old Harbour

•  Shooters and Marley, Port-
more 

•  Highgate Park, Sligoville

•  Cedar Grove, Portmore

ST. JAMES

•  Ironshore/Providence

• Rosemount 

• Salt Spring 

TRELAWNY

•  Hague 

ST. ANN

• Greenwich Park
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The HAJ although subject to review, has initiated developments and improvements in several 
areas including Reids Pen, St. Catherine and Runaway Bay, St. Ann, to ensure that it can pay its 
bills until the reorgansation is executed, without going to the Consolidated Fund. They are also 
continuing their squatter upgrading projects.

We intend to continue our activities under the urban regeneration programme which has been 
announced by the Prime Minister. This Ministry plays a significant role in coordinating the water 
and infrastructural components and in addition, will commence model housing projects in West 
Kingston and Denham Town shortly. Squatter upgrading will form a critical part of the urban  
regeneration programme.  We have notable skill sets in that area which we intend to preserve and 
expand on, as squatting must be addressed.  It has become the source of much social ills and this 
government, which started the squatter upgrading programme with the support of the other party 
for a time in our last Administration, will reinvigorate and ensure that we have a viable programme 
to deal with squatting over the next couple of years.  

Mr. Speaker, if we are to succeed in our efforts to address squatting, it is important that it be  
recognised as a national programme in the true sense and not a political ploy by any administration 
to impact the distribution of votes in the communities. Work that will be done in Mongoose Town 
for example, must not be seen as an attempt to undermine the Leader of the Opposition. Similarly, 
the proposed redevelopment of Rasta City is not an attempt to introduce new votes. 

There are some informal settlements that are so dense, that the only way we can adequately  
upgrade the infrastructure and improve the lives of the residents, is to relocate some persons. 
In addition, some settlements are located in environmentally sensitive areas and they simply  
cannot be allowed to remain. This Administration has already demonstrated that we are not afraid 
to take the tough decisions and so where relocation is necessary, we will do so, but rest assured 
that this will be done in a manner that results in minimal dislocation to the affected persons. If this 
programme is to succeed, it must have the support of both sides of the House and to this end the 
Ministry will actively engage all affected Members of Parliament.

Mr. Speaker, as we seek greater engagement of the private sector and the economy grows and 
there is more enterprising activity by the private sector, we recognise that there has to be a strong 
governing agency with the appropriate suite of legislation to ensure effective management of the 
real estate sector. Mr. Speaker, gone are the days when returning residents were sold swamps or 
Half Way Tree Square. The functions of the Real Estate Board have therefore been extended and 
it has evolved into a very capable entity.  

In keeping with the thrust of the Government towards public sector reform, Cabinet has given 
approval for the merger of the Real Estate Board, the Commission of Strata Corporations and the 
Registrar of Timeshare into a single Real Estate Authority of Jamaica.  As part of that process, 
the Board has now been tasked with merging the various pieces of legislation governing real 
estate: the Real Estate (Dealers and Developers) Act, the Registration (Strata Titles) Act and the  
Timeshare Vacations Act. The Board has also been asked to conduct research into the development 
of legislation to govern gated communities which will be integrated into the merged legislation. 
This move Mr. Speaker, will ensure that Jamaica has a dynamic and credible real estate sector, 
we are Advancing the Growth Agenda.
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CONCLUSION

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation is clearly demonstrating its  
capacity to coordinate successful development initiatives that will: give Jamaicans across the 
length and breadth of the island access to potable water, give working Jamaicans access to  
affordable housing, ensure that opportunities for good jobs are generated, facilitate the creation of 
truly sustainable communities and banish informal living to a part of our history. We will give people 
a real stake in their homes, in their communities and in their country, as this is the only way that 
we can truly restore not only prosperity, but real Jamaican values.   

Social disorder and dysfunction has been destroying the fabric of our nation, but the programmes 
of this Ministry will restore the physical infrastructure as well as the human, spiritual and cultural 
environment for which we are world renowned and deservedly so.   

Working together through the various portfolios that fall under the Ministry, we will continue to 
lay the foundation for a new generation of inclusive economic growth and job creation through  
innovation, transformation and performance. We will continue to support the efforts of our hard-
working farmers to feed the nation and take care of their families by providing water to irrigate 
their fields. We will ensure that innovative businesses have the infrastructural and legislative  
support that they need to thrive and grow in the years to come. We will create communities with the  
necessary social and physical infrastructure that will enable our women and children to feel safe 
once more.  We will actively seek to expand opportunities for all Jamaicans, regardless of income 
levels.  

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation is steadfastly Advancing the 
Growth Agenda.
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