
ReSIDenTS In
sugar dependent
areas across the

island are to benefit from
an additional €6.5 million
(J$910.2 million) in grant
support from the european
union (eu).
      The money, which is
being provided under the
eu’s Accompanying
measures for Sugar protocol
Countries, Jamaica (AmS
2013) project, was officially
handed over on Jan. 19 during
a ceremony at the national
heroes Circle offices of the
ministry of Finance and the
public Service.
      Finance and the public
Service minister, hon.
Audley Shaw,  said the
funds will  assist the
Government in reducing
poverty and improving the
living standards of the rural
population in sugar depend-
ent areas affected by the eu
sugar reform. 
      “The disbursement fur-
ther aids the Government’s
mission to reduce the eco-
nomic and social disparities
of our rural areas by creating

sustainable productivity
increases to hundreds of
people moving out of
poverty,” he said.
      The allotment is the first
of two variable tranches of
budget support under this
phase of the AmS,  for

which a financial agree-
ment was signed in 2014.
The second tranche of
approximately €15 million,
is expected to be disbursed
in march 2018.
      The eu is Jamaica’s
largest provider of grant

assistance, providing over
€1.2 billion in official
development assistance
since 1975.

JA Receives $910 Million in Grant
Funding from the EU

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Audley Shaw (2nd left); and
Head of the European Union (EU) Delegation to Jamaica, Malgorzata
Wasilewska (right), affix their signatures to copies of the handover instrument
for the disbursement of €6.5 million (J$910.2 million)  in EU grant funding to
Jamaica, while Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon.
Karl Samuda (centre), looks on. Overseeing the process is Senior Negotiations
Officer in the Finance Ministry, Nadine James (standing).

Unemployment Rate Down

PM Hails J Wray & Nephew on
Environmental and Conservation Solutions

pRIme mInISTeR the
most hon. Andrew
holness has hailed J Wray
& nephew and parent com-
pany Gruppo Campari, on
the uS$6 million invest-
ment in the development
of a state-of-the-art
wastewater treatment
facility as well as recy-
cling and solar energy sys-
tems.
      mr. holness, in
remarks following a tour
of the company’s Spanish
Town Road location on
January 18, said the envi-
ronmental solutions imple-

mented highlight the
critical role of J Wray &
nephew in reducing its
own energy costs, as well
as its impact on the envi-
ronment.
      “The Government is
impressed with what has
been done and the commit-
ment and investment of the
Campari Group to ensure
continued success without
compromising the environ-
ment,” the prime minister
said.
      he noted that the proj-
ect augurs well for Jamaica
attaining its energy goals

as the country moves to
reduce its dependence on
oil, by taking advantage
of the abundant solar
power and actively insti-
tuting energy reduction
initiatives.
       prime minister holness
also hailed the collabora-
tive relationship with the
company and the national
environment and plann-
ing Agency (nepA) in the
undertaking, and urged
other corporate entities
to foster a similar level
of collaboration with
regulators.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness turns on a machine in a solid
waste recycling system, during a tour of the J Wray & Nephew 234 Spanish
Town Road facility on January 18.

Gov’t to Construct New PICA Offices
The GoVeRnmenT is
awaiting the completion of
architectural designs to
commence construction of
the new passport, Immi-
gration and Citizenship
Agency (pICA) head office
in Kingston.
      The facility is being
built to provide more space
for staff located at pICA’s
current  headquarters on
Constant Spring Road in St.
Andrew.  
      national Security
minister, hon. Robert
montague, made the disclo-
sure during a JIS News
interview following a tour
of pICA’s offices on
January 19.
      mr. montague said
land, located at nearby
north Avenue, has been
acquired and funding
identified to undertake the
project.
      “We have instructed
that the architects move a
little faster to complete the
designs... (as) we just need
these and the approval of

the Kingston and St.
Andrew municipal Corp-
oration.  This, the minister
said, would provide a more
comfortable work environ-
ment for the staff.
      meanwhile, mr.
montague also told JIS
News that the ministry
would be pursuing the
introduction of online pass-

port applications and
renewals as well as the e-pass-
ports.
      The e-passport, or a
digital passport, is a com-
bined paper and electronic
passport that contains bio-
metric information that
can be used to authenticate
the travelIer’s identity. 

National Security Minister, Hon. Robert Montague
(left), and Acting Chief Executive Officer of the
Passport, Immigration and Citizenship Agency
(PICA), Andrew Wynter, peruse the features of
newly produced passports during a tour of the
entity’s Constant Spring Road head office in St.
Andrew on January 19.

more than 1,000 micro and
small-scale food producers
in rural parishes are to ben-
efit from the construction
of seven agro-processing
plants by the Jamaica
Social Investment Fund
(JSIF).
       The $185 million project
falls under JSIF’s Rural
economic Development
Initiative (ReDI), which is
funded by the World Bank.
The plants, which are being
built in St. elizabeth,
Westmoreland, hanover,
St. James, Trelawny, St.
mary and St. Catherine,
will be fully equipped for

the processing of jams, 
jellies, juices and chips, and
the packaging of fresh fruit.
      Work on the plants
commenced in September
2016, and the facilities are
expected to be operational
within another three
months. once completed,
they will be certified by the
Bureau of Standards
Jamaica (BSJ).
      The project aims to
expand the local agro-pro-
cessing industry and
encourage the production
of value-added Jamaican
goods for the international
market.

      Agriculturalist at JSIF,
Vincent Thompson, told
JIS News that the initiative
is in response to the
immense demand for
Jamaican products abroad,
including sauces, jerk sea-
sonings, and spices such as
ginger. 
      “With the construction
of these facilities, (small-
scale producers) can
process these products and
get them on to the shelves.
This initiative has opened
the way for unemployed
persons to be business
operators in their own
right,” he noted.

Rural Food Processors to Benefit from 
Agro-Processing Plants

Education Minister Opens Guys Hill High Media Centre

Education, Youth and Information Minister, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid
(right), is briefed on several computer applications by student of 
Guys Hill High School in St. Catherine, Rosemarie Whyte, during 
the recent opening of the institution’s media centre.

The unemploymenT
rate has continued to
decline despite an increase
in the labour force, that is,
the number of persons
actively seeking employ-
ment.

      This was disclosed by
minister of Finance and
the public Service, hon.
Audley Shaw, as he
opened the debate on the
first Supplementary esti-
mates for the 2016/17
fiscal year, in the house
of Representatives on
January 17.

      mr. Shaw informed
that the July 2016 data
show that the unemploy-
ment rate was 12.9 per
cent, much lower than the
13.1 per cent in July 2015,
and the 13.7 per cent in
April 2016.
      “What this means is
that the number of
employed persons increased
by 17,900 between April
and July 2016, and by
39,400 when compared
with employment in July
2015,” he explained.
      The minister noted
that the number of persons
who entered the labour
force who are now
actively seeking jobs has
increased by 9,400 over
the period April to July
2016, and by 42,600
between July 2015 and
July 2016.

“The number 
of employed 

persons 
increased by

17,900 between 
April and July.’’ 


