
THE GOVERNMENT
plans to restructure
the funding arrange-

ments for tertiary-level
education to make it more
accessible.
      Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness says
he is looking at instituting
a new model for financing
tertiary education, which will
entail a subsidy on loans.
      Mr. Holness was speaking
at a ceremony to induct him
into the Park of Honour
located at the University of
the West Indies (UWI),
Mona, on May 3.
      “If we are going to
expand tertiary education,
then the subsidy may have
to shift from the fees to a
subsidy for the financing,
meaning you have to make
it easier and more accessi-
ble for students to finance
their education, rather than
to give a subsidy for fees,”
he explained.

      Mr. Holness argued
that “it might not be the
best model, but it is the
model that I believe could
see an expansion in the
number of students entering
tertiary education.”

      “It is the ability to access
the financing of tertiary
education, making it afford-
able over the lifetime of
the student, treating it
more like a mortgage on a
house, because, effectively,
your tertiary education is

your greatest capital acqui-
sition. It probably would
mean an increase in the total
cost borne by each person
wanting to access (funding),”
he noted.
      The Prime Minister
further suggested that under
this funding proposal, pre-

ferential treatment would
be given to programmes
that support skills the
country needs. In addition,
he said greater programmes
of bonding, and expanding
the offerings of universities
would also be considered.

Gov’t to Restructure Funding
for Tertiary Education 
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$3.5B to Replace and Upgrade
Critical Health Infrastructure

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness makes a
point while addressing a ceremony to induct him into the
Park of Honour at the University of the West Indies, on
May 3.

THE GOVERNMENT is
to spend $3.5 billion to
repair, replace and upgrade
a number of critical
infrastructure in the
health sector over the
next two years. 
      This was disclosed
by Minister of Health,
Dr. the Hon. Christopher
Tufton, during his contri-
bution to the 2017/18
Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives
on May 3.
      Dr. Tufton informed
that the money, to be
taken from the reserves
of the National Health
Fund (NHF), would not
affect its viability, of the
Fund which has a surplus
of $10 billion. 
      He said a government
commissioned KPMG
study has concluded that
with a withdrawal of up
to $3.5 billion, that entity
would be able to meet its
obligation for up to 10
years “comfortably.”
      “What is important is
that we cannot continue
to limp along with an ailing
infrastructure and pre-
tend that we are able to
respond to the health

challenges our people
face. We have to do
something and we have to
start now,” he emphasised.
      Some of the projects
to be undertaken over the
next two years include:
upgrading of the Cornwall
Regional Hospital; and
technical scoping work
to be done on the
Spanish Town, St. Ann’s
Bay and Mandeville hos-
pitals, with a view to pro-
gressively upgrade these
facilities from Type B to
Type A. Technical scoping
work is also to be done
on the May Pen hospital
to upgrade it from Type
C to Type B.

Minister of Health, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton

THE GOVERNMENT will
be spending just over $4
billion to construct and
renovate several facilities
in Ocho Rios, St. Ann,
beginning this year.
      This forms part of the
Administration’s plans to
implement measures aimed at
boosting the town’s tourism
product, following discussions
between Prime Minister, the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness,
and industry stakeholders.  

      Prime Minister Holness
made the announcement
during the inaugural ‘HOPE
for Jamaica’ town hall
meeting at the Ocho Rios
High School on May 4.
      Among the targeted
expenditures, Mr. Holness
said, is $2.5 billion to
improve the Reynolds Pier,
which upon completion,
will be able to accommo-
date cruise ships.

      This, he added, will
complement the Ocho Rios
Pier, for which $270 million
is earmarked to improve
the adjacent promenade.
      “So you will now have
two berths at which you can
receive cruise ships...
which means you can
accommodate two (vessels)
at a time,” the Prime Minister
stated. 

      Additionally, Mr. Holness
said $100 million will be
spent to renovate the town’s
market, while a new artisan
village is to be built at a
cost of $80 million.
      He said the village would
facilitate craft making and
retailing of products manu-
factured, adding that it would
be a significant improvement
on existing arrangements. 

Gov’t Investing Over $4 Billion in Ocho Rios

TOURISM MINISTER,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
believes Jamaica’s cruise-
shipping sector is poised
for further growth.
      This, he says, is based
on its significant contribu-
tion to earnings and visitor
arrivals, particularly those
generated over the 2016/17
winter tourist season,
between January and April.
      Jamaica Tourist Board
(JTB) data show that cruise-
ship visitors accounted for
half of the 1,579,273
tourists who came to the
island during the period,

which generated record
earnings of US$1 billion.

      “I think we can all
agree that we have never
seen a cruise-shipping
season like this before. It
is one of the big reasons
why we had such a suc-
cessful winter and why
there is so much investor
confidence and optimism
going forward,” Mr. Bartlett
said.
      He was speaking with
JIS News following his
return from a two-week
visit to Africa and Asia
where he participated in
several tourism engage-
ments.

      Noting that the figures
for the period were “spec-
tacular numbers by any
stretch of the imagination,”
Mr. Bartlett said he was
not surprised, given devel-
opments in cruise ship-
ping, locally, over the past
four months.
      “We simultaneously
hosted the six largest
cruise ships in the world,
including the Royal
Caribbean Oasis fleet led
by Harmony of the Seas,
the world’s biggest cruise
vessel,” he noted.

Cruise Shipping Poised for Further Growth

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) cuts the ribbon to unveil his name, which has been inscribed
on the monument erected at the Park of Honour at the University of the West Indies (UWI), Mona. Occasion was
the induction of the Prime Minister in the Park of Honour on May 3. Observing (from left) are the Prime Minister’s
wife, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness; Campus Registrar, Dr. Camille Bell-Hutchinson; Former Prime Minister, the
Most Hon. Edward Seaga; and Pro-Vice Chancellor and Principal, UWI, Mona, Prof. Archibald McDonald.

PM Inducted Into UWI Park of Honour

Tourism Minister, Hon.
Edmund Bartlett

THE GOVERNMENTspent
more than $192 million to
upgrade courthouses during
the 2016/17 fiscal year.
      Additionally, the Admin-
istration received $20 mil-
lion in funding support
from the United States
Embassy in Jamaica, which
facilitated the installation
of air-conditioning units
and provision of computers
at several courts.
      This was disclosed by
Justice Minister, Hon.
Delroy Chuck, during his
2017/18 Sectoral Debate
presentation in the House of
Representatives on May 2. 
Mr. Chuck advised that the
Coroner’s Court on
Maxfield Avenue in Kingston
was undergoing repairs
and would reopen shortly.  
      Additionally, the Min-
ister said expansion of the
Court of Appeal would
commence soon and was
slated for completion during
the current fiscal year. 
      He indicated that the
upgraded facility would
accommodate at least 12
judges, while assuring that
efforts would continue to
create more courtroom space

and strengthen the prose-
cutorial arm of the justice
system.

      Also, some 78 court
buildings would be outfitted
with state-of-the-art audio-
visual technology and faci-
lities to enable digital recor-
ding of evidence through a
European Union-supported
project.
      Mr. Chuck advised that
the Jury Management System
has been  developed and is
being tested in the
Supreme Court. 
      The system will facilitate
automated jury selection
and the electronic generation
of summonses.

Minister of Justice 
Hon. Delroy Chuck

“You have to
make it easier

and more 
accessible for

students to
finance their 
education,

rather than to
give a subsidy

for fees.”

Over $190 Million Spent to 
Upgrade Courts

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left),
addresses the inaugural ‘HOPE for Jamaica’ town hall
meeting at the Ocho Rios High School in St. Ann on
Thursday, May 4.
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