
Gov’t to Assist Persons 
Affected by Flood Rains

ADVT.

THE GOVERNMENT
will be providing
financial assistance

to persons who have been
severely affected by recent
flood rains.
      Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness said
the money will be taken
from the Consolidated Fund.
      “The Government has
to now go and take a second
look at its Budget to see
what areas we may have to
reallocate, postpone expen-
diture on, because it is now
a priority for people to
recover,” he said.

      He noted that the assis-
tance may not be enough to
restore everyone to their
former state, but it will be
sufficient to get people back
on their feet.”
      The Prime Minister was
speaking with journalists on
May 17, during a tour of
some affected areas.
      Among the communities
visited were Sunnyside in
Linstead, St. Catherine;
Douglas Castle, St. Ann;
and Cave Valley, which is
located between St. Ann and
Clarendon.

      Meanwhile, Prime Min-
ister Holness is urging
members of the public to
show greater consideration
in where they choose to
build houses.
      He noted that the
Government will be more
proactive in ensuring that
people do not settle in areas
that are likely to experience
weather-related difficulties.
      “We will now try to put
that into policy, to take a far
more proactive approach to
how we deal with the settle-
ment of the land and how
people choose to live,” he
said.
      The Government will
also be moving to fast-track
procedures to implement a
master drainage plan for the
country.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) commends resident of Sunnyside,
St. Catherine, Jermain Riley, for his bravery in rescuing five family members, who
were trapped by the recent heavy rains which pelted the island. Occasion was a
tour of the area on May 17.JAMAICA HAS recorded

nine consecutive quarters
of economic growth, after
averaging an estimated
one per cent outturn
between January and
March 2017.
      Bank of Jamaica (BoJ)
Governor, Brian Wynter,
says growth was generated
in all industries except
Mining and Quarrying
and Producers of Gov-
ernment Services. 
      He said the outturn
was attributed to ongoing
macroeconomic improve-
ments consequent on fol-
lowing the Government’s
implementation of struc-
tural reforms, as well as
increased domestic and
foreign investor confi-
dence in the economy. 
      He was speaking at
the BoJ’s quarterly briefing
on Friday, May 19.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Wynter
is projecting that the 2017/ 18
fiscal year growth will
range between 1.5 and 2.5
per cent.
      This, he said, was
expected to reflect expansion
in the manufacturing,
electricity and water supply,
hotels and restaurants,
and agriculture and fisheries
sectors.

      Also, the impact of
several growth-inducing
initiatives, driven by
increased investor confi-
dence and investment
activities, should be felt
over the next four quarters.
       “Jamaica’s growth pros-
pects should also be
bolstered by continued
improvements in external
competitiveness as a result
of the structural and macro-
economic reforms being
undertaken under the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
Stand-By Arrangement
(SBA). 
      This three-year pre-
cautionary SBA serves to
further strengthen the
credibility of Jamaica’s
economic reform agenda,”
the Governor stated.

Jamaica Records Nine 
Consecutive Quarters of 
Growth

THE ATTORNEYGeneral’s
Chambers will be reorgan-
ised and expanded with the
creation of three additional
Deputy Solicitor General
posts, bringing the total to
five. 

      Each Deputy Solicitor
General will head a spe-
cialist division and manage
a number of the legal service
units of the line ministries.
Legal officers in those Min-
istries and their Departments
and Agencies will become
part of the Chambers,
although they will continue
to be physically located in
the Ministries.
      This was disclosed by
Attorney General (AG),
Marlene Malahoo Forte,

during her contribution to
the 2017/18 Sectoral Debate
in the House of Represen-
tatives on Wednesday,
May 17.
      “The intention is to
give the legal officers
within the Ministries the
authority to address cer-
tain matters without the
need for them to refer to
the Chambers as the head
office. Standards and pro-
tocols will be put in place
to ensure consistency and

quality of legal advice,”
she pointed out.
      Mrs. Malahoo Forte
said the move will provide
for greater focus on reducing
the backlog of matters
within the Chambers,
facilitating a speedier turn-
over of legal matters. 
      The reorganisation of
the Attorney General’s
Chambers is in accordance
with the Government’s
centralisation of the country’s
legal services.

Three More Deputy Solicitors General to be Hired

Bank of Jamaica Governor,
Brian Wynter

MINISTER OF Local
Government and Com-
munity Development, Hon.
Desmond McKenzie, has
signed a $190-million
contract for the construction
of a modern administrative
building for the Portmore
Municipal Corporation.
      Speaking at the signing
ceremony at his Hagley
Park Road offices on May 18,
Minister McKenzie said
the project will provide
the Corporation with its
own space from which to
operate.
      He noted that the
Corporation spends more
than $7 million per year
to rent the building it cur-
rently occupies.
      The new structure will
be situated on four acres
of land in the vicinity of
Braeton Parkway and
Municipal Boulevard, which
is near to the South St.
Catherine Division (Hundred
Man) Police Station.
      The 22,654 square foot
facility will feature a
ground floor, first floor

and an attic floor, and will
have energy-efficient fea-
tures such as LED, and
solar street lighting. The
overall development plan
also includes access for
the physically challenged,
landscaping, adequate par-
king, and water harvesting. 
      Minister McKenzie said
the structure will be the most
modern municipal building
on the island, and will

enable staff and elected
representatives to carry
out their functions more
effectively and efficiently. 
      The project will be
undertaken by HDB
Construction Limited and
work is expected to last
for 20 months beginning
on June 1. It is expected
that the building will be
completed by February
2019.

$190M Contract Signed for New Portmore 
Municipal Corporation Building

Minister of Local Government and Community
Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (centre),
presents the contract for the construction of the
Portmore Municipal Corporation building, to Managing
Director of HDB Construction, Hugh Burton, at the
signing ceremony held on May 18, at the Ministry’s
Hagley Park Road offices. Sharing the moment is
Mayor of Portmore, Leon Thomas.

Attorney General, Marlene
Malahoo Forte

The HEART Trust/NTA is
looking to engage 25,200
young people this year
under its Youth Summer
Employment Programme,
up from 6,000 last year.
      With the merger of the
National Youth Service
(NYS) with the agency on
April 1, the budget for the
programme was increased
to accommodate a larger
number of young people. 
      The Youth Summer
Employment Programme
is an intervention targeting
youth attending secondary
and tertiary institutions,
who need meaningful
work experience.  Graduates,
who are unemployed, can
also apply.

      Speaking in an inter-
view with JIS News,
Senior Director for Com-
munity Services, Youth
Services Division, HEART
Trust/NTA, Rayharna Wright,
said persons are no longer
required to have a mini-
mum of three Caribbean
Secondary Education Cer-
tificate subjects to partici-
pate in the programme.
      “It is now open to all
young persons, who are
eligible to apply to the
programme,” Ms. Wright
said.
      She noted that over 80
per cent of applicants are
placed within the public
sector, however, there has

been an increase in private
sector participation. 
      Youth Summer Employ-
ment Programme will be
offered in three phases
over three months starting
June 5; July 3; and August 8.
       The deadline for appli-
cation has been extended
to Friday, May 26.
      For further information
and application forms call
or visit the HEART Trust/
NTA head and regional
offices or visit their website
at www.nysjamaica.org.

More Than 25,000 Young People to be Employed
Under Summer Programme

“The intention is
to give the legal

officers within the
Ministries the
authority to

address certain
matters without

the need for them
to refer to the

Chambers as the
head office.” 

PM Tours Kingston Harbour

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) shares in conversation with
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Port Authority of Jamaica, Professor
Gordon Shirley, as he gets a first-hand view of the work being undertaken to
dredge and expand the Kingston Harbour, during a tour of the project site at Port
Bustamante on May 19.
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