
PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
says an institutional review
of the National Housing
Trust (NHT) is underway.
      Speaking at the ground
breaking ceremony for 37
serviced lots at the Marys
Field Housing development
in St. Catherine recently,
Prime Minister Holness said
the mandate of the NHT
must be to meet the housing
needs of Jamaicans.
      Mr. Holness said that
the NHT reserves have
grown to a level where
they have become very
attractive and have been
used in areas other than
housing or community
development.
      “The directive to the
board is to build houses. If
the NHT was building

houses there would be no
reserves to take, so use the

reserves to build more
houses. And that is why I

will be at every ground
breaking to make the point
that we are using the NHT
resources to build house(s),”
declared Prime Minister
Holness.
      The Marys Field
Housing development will
be completed this year.
More than 1,000 housing
solutions will be built in
the parish of St. Catherine
and it is projected that
4,000 housing starts will
be constructed island wide
by the NHT this year.

THE GOVERNMENT is
seeking to recover bil-
lions of dollars from
motorists with outstanding
traffic tickets.
      Some of the fines are
expected to be collected
through the serving of
70,000 warrants to
offending motorists.
      Minister of Justice,
Hon. Delroy Chuck,
made the disclosure dur-
ing Thursday’s (March 2)
sitting of the Standing
Finance Committee at
Gordon House.
      He encouraged motor-
ists with unpaid traffic
tickets to “try and put it
together soon” to avoid
being penalised.
      Mr. Chuck noted that
he is currently in discussion
with the Transport and

Mining and National
Security Ministers on
how best to deal with the
retrieval of these out-
standing traffic fines.
      The Minister said the
Administration is working
to ensure that the process
is conducted smoothly
and efficiently.
      “We are putting in
place the necessary
checks and balances, so
that when we arrest peo-
ple we know that they
actually have not paid the
fines, because we don’t
want to make an error of
arresting someone who
has (already) paid the
fine,” he said.
      The Ministry of Justice
normally receives 18 per
cent of traffic fines col-
lected.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck (centre),
addresses members of the Standing Finance
Committee on March 2 at Gordon House. Beside the
Minister from left are: Attorney-General, Hon.
Marlene Malahoo Forte; and Permanent Secretary
in the Justice Ministry, Carol Palmer.
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JAMAICA IS ahead of
schedule in achieving 30
per cent of its energy con-
sumption from renewable
energy sources by the year
2030.
      Speaking at the launch
of the Sustainable Energy
and Climate Change
Master’s Programme at
the University of Tech-
nology (UTech), on March
2, Minister of Science,
Energy and Technology,
Dr. the Hon. Andrew
Wheatley, pointed out that
Jamaica is currently
extracting more than 10
per cent of its electricity
from renewable sources.
      “Last year, Jamaica
had 13.5 per cent of its
electricity to the grid
(coming from renewable
energy), and that was
when we were not at full
capacity, as a number of
the facilities came on line
in the middle of the year,”
he noted.

      The Minister further
added that during this
period, the country was
actually generating 15.5
per cent of electricity from
renewables.
      “We are currently put-
ting together our integrated
resource plan, for which
the first draft should be
ready in June or July of
this year,” he said. The

plan is a comprehensive
guideline to monitor and
manage the alternative
energy industry.
      The Minister said that
based on the preliminary
report, “we are on track to
increase, as the grid can
accommodate somewhere
between 40 to 45 per
cent.”

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness
(3rd right) breaks ground for the Marys Field Housing
development in Kitson Town, St. Catherine recently.
Others from (left) are: Managing Director of the
National Housing Trust (NHT), Martin Miller, Chairman
of the NHT, Ambassador Dr. Nigel Clarke, West
Central St. Catherine and Health Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton, and Custos of St. Catherine,
Rev. Jeffery McKenzie. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness and the Most Hon. Juliet Holness
(right) are given a tour of one of the new Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) surveillance
boats, by Commanding Officer, HMJS Middlesex, Lieutenant Commander Aceion
Prescott, following the official naming and commissioning ceremony held at
HMJS Cagway, Port Royal on February 28.

JDF Receives Surveillance Boats

THE INTERNATIONAL
Monetary Fund (IMF)
is expected to make

available an additional
US$170 million to Jamaica
under the Precautionary Stand-
by Arrangement (PSBA),
following the first review
of the programme in April.
      Once approved by the
IMF Executive Board, this
will bring to US$574 mil-
lion the funds available for
the Bank of Jamaica to draw
down on as needed.
      This was revealed in a
press conference at the
Office of the Prime Minister
on March 3, to conclude the
IMF mission team’s two-
week visit to review the
programme for the period
ending December 31, 2016. 
      The team reviewed the
country’s performance in terms
of the quantitative targets
and structural reforms under
the US$1.64 billion PSBA,
which was approved in
November 2016.

      Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness,
in his address, said he was
pleased that Jamaica has
met all the benchmarks
and performance criteria
for the review quarter.
      He said the Government
will remain vigilant and
committed to maintaining
fiscal management and will

ensure that the programme
remains on track. 
      “Jamaica’s development
as an independent country
means that we have to take
responsibility for our fiscal
management with or with-
out the IMF. It is important
that we develop the culture
of our own review...as
Jamaica must take respon-

sibility for its fiscal policy,”
he said.
      Mr. Holness said the
Government will be increasing
its monitoring intelligence
and surveillance over public
bodies and will be scouting
the international and local
environment for potential
threats to sustaining a strong
fiscal environment.

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Dr. the
Hon. Andrew Wheatley

THE GOVERNMENT is
spending $240 million to
rehabilitate 60 kilometres
of cane roads between
Long Pond in Trelawny
and the Appleton factory
in St. Elizabeth.
      The project will con-
nect the two major sugar-
producing areas, with
sugar cane being trans-
ported to the Appleton
factory for processing.

The work will be under-
taken over the next two
financial years under the
Cane Haul Roads Reha-
bilitation Project.
      “To get from Long
Pond to Appleton is a
very tedious task. With
the improvement of the
road, it will make a
tremendous difference in
travel time and the general
efficiency of moving the

cane to the factory,” said
Minister of Industry,
Commerce, Agriculture
and Fisheries, Hon. Karl
Samuda.
      He was speaking at
the signing ceremony for
the project at his Hope
Gardens offices in St.
Andrew, on February 28.
      The Minister empha-
sised that it is crucial to
have access to more than

one sugar estate, so that
when one is not functioning
fully, no cane is lost.
      The first phase of the
project will be undertaken
from Deeside to Shaw
Castle in Trelawny and
phase two, from Arcadia-
Elderslie to Jointwood in
St. Elizabeth.

Jamaica Ahead of Energy Schedule

“With the 
improvement of

the road, it 
will make 

a tremendous 
difference in 

travel time and
the general 
efficiency of 

moving the cane
to the factory.” 

Minister of Industry, Com-
merce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. Karl
Samuda

60 Kilometres of Cane Roads to be Rehabilitated

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right) addresses an International
Monetary Fund (IMF) press conference at the Office of the Prime Minister on March 3.
He is joined by (from left) IMF Resident Representative, Dr. Constant Lonkeng Ngouana,
IMF Mission Chief, Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan and Minister of Finance and the Public
Service, Hon. Audley Shaw.
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