
Five New High Schools to be Built

EFFECTIVE APRIL1,
2017, the personal
income tax thresh-

old will be increased from
$1 million to $1.5 million.
      Minister of Finance
and the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw, made the
announcement as he opened
the 2017/18 Budget Debate
in the House of Represen-
tatives on March 9.
      Mr. Shaw said currently,
there are 469,131 Jam-
aicans who are on the Pay
As You Earn (PAYE) tax roll.
      “Under this $1.5 mil-
lion threshold that this
Government has instituted,
almost 400,000 persons of
that entire PAYE cohort
of taxpayers will now be
exempt from paying taxes,

because they are now
completely below the $1.5
million tax threshold,” Mr.
Shaw said.
      “This was a promise we
made and we are proud to
deliver on our promise. We
are proud of that fact, as this
reform is aimed at addressing
the high tax burden on
PAYE workers,” he added.
     Effective July 1, 2016,
the first phase of the

personal income tax thres-
hold was increased from
$592,800 to $1,000,272. 
      The second phase will
see the threshold moving
to $1,500,096. The effec-
tive threshold for the 2017
year of assessment will
therefore be $1,375,140,
and the full threshold
of $1,500,096 will become
effective on January 1,
2018.

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Audley Shaw (right), opens the
2017/18 Budget Debate in the House of Representatives on March 9. Others from left
are Transport and Mining Minister, Hon. Mike Henry and Minister without Portfolio in
the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang.

Gov’t Delivers on $1.5 Million
Tax Threshold Promise

Minister of State in the Ministry of National Security,
Senator the Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr. (2ndleft), examines
crop being grown under the Tamarind Farm
Greenhouse Project. Occasion was the official
handing over of the project, sponsored by Carib
Cement Company, at the Tamarind Farm Adult
Correctional Centre in Spanish Town on March 6.
Others (from left) are Senior Superintendent for
Tamarind Farm Adult Correctional Centre, Baldwin
Rollins; Chairman of Carib Cement Company, Parris
Lyew Ayee and Correctional Officer 1, Tamarind
Farm Adult Correctional Centre, Linton Campbell.

GoJ Signs MoU for the Redevelopment 
of Downtown Kingston
THE GOVERNMENT of
Jamaica has signed a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) with China Con-
truction America (CCA) for
the crafting of technical
plans for the development
of a centre of Government
at National Heroes Park.
      The MoU will see the
establishment of a model
for a purpose-built space
to house the Jamaican
Parliament, Ministries,
Departments and Agencies,
as well as possibly a
Jamaican museum, and
other commercial and
residential buildings. 
      Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
said bringing together the
different branches of the
state to form a campus of
Government buildings,
will result in greater effi-
ciency, security and cus-
tomer service delivery by
the public sector.
      Addressing a signing
ceremony at Jamaica
House on March 9, Mr.
Holness stated that the
vision is to erect buildings
that represent the future
of Jamaica, “that show the
aspirations of the Jamaican
people, structures that
when we look at them we
can say we are leaving

legacies for future gener-
ations,” he said.
      The Urban Develop-
ment Corporation (UDC)
is signatory to the agree-
ment with CCA, which is
a subsidiary of the Fortune
500 company, China State
Construction Engineering
Corporation. The UDC
will operate as the project
manager and will partici-
pate in the architectural
and conceptual designs of
the campus.
      This phase of the
project is to be completed

in 12 months, to be fol-
lowed by further nego-
tiations for implementation
of the plans.
      The Prime Minister
said the construction of
the campus is to be done
through a public-private
partnership, with the
Government providing
the lands, ensuring an
efficient regulatory envi-
ronment, participating in
the design and development,
and providing security
for its Chinese partners.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left)
symbolically exchange copies of a memorandum of
understanding with Vice President of China State
Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC),
Xuexuan Zheng, during a signing ceremony held at
Jamaica House on March 9.

EDUCATION, YOUTH
and Information Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, says five new high
schools are to be built at
locations across the island
to ease overcrowding.
      The areas identified
are Old Harbour in St.

Catherine; Christiana in
Manchester; and in St.
Ann and St. James.
      “We have about 585
primary schools and about
166 high schools. Now
that we have extended
opportunities for every-
body to be in high school,

we do not have enough, so we
need to build some more.
Even if five is not adequate,
it will take pressure off
the high schools,” he said.
      Mr. Reid was speaking
to reporters following the
official handing over of
10 new classrooms and
other facilities at the Old
Harbour Primary School in
St. Catherine on March 8.
      The project was under-
taken by the Jamaica Social
Investment Fund (JSIF) at
a cost of $83.1 million.
      Senator Reid said he
is working to ensure that
the new high schools can
be delivered over a five-
year period.
      He indicated that it
could cost one billion
dollars to erect a school
and outfit it with the nec-
essary equipment.

The new classroom block at the Old Harbour Primary
School, which was officially handed over to the school by
the Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF) on March 8.

“Under this $1.5 million threshold
that this Government has 
instituted, almost 400,000 
persons of that entire PAYE

cohort of taxpayers, 
will now be exempt from 

paying taxes.”

THE STUDENT Loan
Bureau (SLB) will be reducing
its interest rates on loans
for selected areas of study. 
      This was disclosed by
Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw, while opening
the 2017/18 Budget Debate
in the House of Represen-
tatives on March 9.
      He said, for study in
the areas of Maritime
and Logistics, Agriculture,
Engineering, and Infor-
mation and Communication
Technologies, interest rates
will decline from 9.5 per
cent to six per cent.
      The interest rates on
‘Pay As You Study’ loans,

will be lowered from 9.5
per cent to six per cent,
and for postgraduate loans,
the rates will move from
13 per cent to 9.5 per cent. 
      The SLB is Jamaica’s
premier student loan-
financing organisation
committed to ensuring that
qualified, needy Jamaican
students have equal access
to financial assistance to
pursue tertiary education.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Shaw
said the HEART Trust/
NTA will, this year, accel-
erate its training pro-
gramme for unattached
young people, giving them
a second chance to acquire
marketable skills. 

      He informed that all
63 constituencies will be
targeted, with an initial
100 persons being trained
in each constituency. 

SLB to Reduce Interst Rates on Loans

Eight Jamaica House Fellows Selected
EIGHT PERSONS have
been selected as Jamaica
House Fellows and were
officially pinned by Prime
Minister the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness, on March 8.
      They are Jerome
Cowans, Lavois Cruikshank,
Christopher Graham, Karelle
Samuda, Andrae Shawn
Silburn, Aubrey Stewart,
Mark Tracey and Sherona
Forrester.
      Prime Minister Holness
hailed the awardees, who
were selected following a
rigorous process that started
in June 2016.
      “We have to build a
society of excellence. You

represent the best of who
applied, and your résumés
are all very impressive. So,
whatever you do in Gov-
ernment and in life, you
will represent this principle
of excellence,” he said at
the official launch of the
programme at the Office
of the Prime Minister.
      Mr. Holness said the
programme is one in a
series of initiatives to pro-
mote a system of meritoc-
racy and develop a sense
of personal involvement
by youth in the leadership
of the society.
      He stated that the
awardees have expertise in

a range of areas, such as
Management, Politics, Gov-
ernance, Economics and
Law, and will be placed in
entities across the public
sector, including the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade and the
Economic Growth Council
(EGC).
      The Fellows will meet
on a regular basis, create
reports to be reviewed and will
have personal interaction
with the Prime Minister, the
Portfolio Ministers and senior
personnel in Government.
      The Fellowship pro-
gramme will run for two
years for each cohort.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (sixth left); Deputy Chair of the
Economic Growth Council, Ambassador Nigel Clarke (left); and Chief Technical
Director in the Office of the Prime Minister, Jacqueline Lynch Stewart
(right), share a photo opportunity with Jamaica House Fellows, during the
pinning ceremony at the Office of the Prime Minister on March 8.

Inmates Trained in Modern 
Agricultural Techniques
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