
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness says

it is crucial that the State
provide an efficient and
effective justice system in
the fight against crime and
violence.
      He noted that access to
speedy justice will eliminate
space for communities to
set up informal justice sys-
tems, which undermine the
rule of law in the country.
      “It is absolutely impor-
tant when we talk about
national security that we
provide access to the public
justice system,” Mr. Holness
said.
      He was delivering the
keynote address at the offi-
cial opening of the Tivoli
Gardens Restorative Justice
Centre in the West Kingston
community on July 13.

      The Prime Minister told
the gathering that restorative
justice offers an option for
citizens to utilise a system that
is not punitive, and places

emphasis on getting the offen-
der to accept responsibility
for an offence and express
regret or remorse to the
aggrieved for the hurt caused. 

      The objective is to repair
relationships, help reinte-
grate the offender into the
community, and achieve
a sense of healing for
both the victim and the
community.
      He said that it is a
strategic move on the part
of the Government to place
within communities, a sys-
tem where people can
peacefully settle conflicts
that arise out of everyday
interactions. 
      The Tivoli Gardens
Restorative Justice Centre
is an addition to other facil-
ities that have already opened
in Trench Town and Tower
Hill in Kingston; and com-
munities in St. Catherine,
Clarendon, Westmoreland
and St. James.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness
addresses the official opening of the Tivoli Gardens
Restorative Justice Centre in the West Kingston
community on July 13.
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Craft Development Institute for St. Ann’s Bay

MINISTER OF Finance
and the Public Service,
Hon. Audley Shaw, is
reporting an increase in
property tax collections
for the first quarter of
2017/18, with $3.7 billion
garnered for April to June.
      The figure is $400
million higher than the
$3.3 billion collected for
the corresponding period of
2016/17, when the country
collected a record $7.62
billion in property taxes.
      Minister Shaw, who was
addressing an appreciation
luncheon for the all-island
property tax team held at
the Hilton Rose Hall Resort
in Montego Bay recently,
commended the staff for
their efforts in enabling the
Government to achieve the
“highest level of collection
in property taxes ever recor-
ded in Jamaica’s history.”

       He also hailed property
owners who came forward
to meet their obligations.
He noted that the record
figure for the last financial
year shows that Jamaicans
are becoming more tax
compliant.
      “The collection ach-
ieved over the last financial
year was no mean feat. In
2007/08, we collected just
$1.85 billion in property
taxes; and in 2008/09, it
went up to almost $2.3
billion. There was a decline
in 2009/10 to $1.8 billion;
and in 2012/13, collections
climbed to $2.8 billion.
By 2013/14, it closed at
$5.8 billion, and as we have
seen in 2016/17, we sur-
passed even the record of
2014/15, when collection
stood at $7.4 billion,” he
noted.

Property Tax Collection 
Strong for First Quarter

THREE ENTITIES have
signed a contract for the
completion of a business
case plan for the establish-
ment of a Craft Development
Institute (CDI) in St.
Ann’s Bay.

      They are Zyacom Lim-
ited, the Tourism Product
Development Company
(TPDCo), and the Edna
Manley College of the
Visual and Performing
Arts (EMCVPA).
      Zyacom Limited is
expected to produce the
plan at the end of three
months.
      The business case plan
will detail the capacity of

the EMCVPA and provide
the Government with expert
advice on the skills training
gaps and financial and
organisational requirements
necessary to ensure the
CDI’s sustainability.
      The CDI will be
responsible for providing
training and certification
to current and potential craft
producers, supporting the
development of authentic
Jamaican craft, protecting
new designs, among other
things. It is scheduled to
welcome its first students
in September 2018.
      Addressing the con-
tract signing ceremony, held
at the TPDCo office in
New Kingston, on July 11,
Tourism Minister, Hon.
Edmund Bartlett, said the
CDI will form the basis of
entrepreneurship and pro-
vide the framework for
more jobs to be created.
      He informed that
through the CDI, as well
as the creation of five artisan
villages in key areas of the
island, “we’re giving to the
public and the world the
true sense of what authentic
Jamaica is all about.”

      “The true Jamaica is
not had from the high-rise
hotels, driving in luxury
buses and cars. What they
(tourists) don’t have is the

authentic piece of Jamaica
that comes from out of the
hearts and minds of the
artisans,” he said.

PM Bids Farewell to Outgoing 
British Commissioner

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right)
presents a farewell gift to outgoing  British High
Commissioner to Jamaica, His Excellency David
Fitton, during a courtesy call at the Office of the Prime
Minister on July 13.

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (right), signs
the contract for the completion of a business case
plan for the establishment of a Craft Development
Institute (CDI), at the Tourism Product Development
Company Limited (TPDCo) office in New Kingston, on
July 11. Seated at left is TPDCo Executive Director, Dr.
Andrew Spencer. In the background (from left) are
Project Director of the CDI, Carol Rose Brown; and
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Jennifer Griffith.

St. Thomas Poised for Major Tourist Resort
PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness,
says St. Thomas is poised
for the development of
its first major tourist
resort, following the con-
struction of the proposed
$4 billion Morant Bay Urban
Centre.

      Mr. Holness indicated
that two “serious prospects”
have expressed an interest
in developing the resort, in
light of the Government’s
plans to declare the origi-
nal town centre a heritage
site.

      “We want to preserve
all of the historic buildings
that are there, including the
church which is over 350
years old, and (others) that
are of historical and archi-
tectural interest and start to
create the nucleus of a
tourism industry,” he stated.

      Mr. Holness argued that
these sites presented the
ideal opportunity to devel-
op the new tourism resort
model which was resonating
globally.
      “The all-inclusive model
that Jamaica started… has
reached its limit in terms
of how it can generate
growth. So they need
things for the tourists to
come and see,” he said.
      The Prime Minister was
speaking at the HOPE for
Jamaica town hall meeting
held on the grounds of the
Goodyear Oval on July 13.
      Mr. Holness said the
new urban centre repre-
sents the engine that will
generate significant eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation for Morant Bay and, by
extension, St. Thomas.
      Work on the new Urban
Centre, which is being spear-
headed by the Factories
Corporation of Jamaica, is
slated to commence in
December 2017 and will be
completed within two
years.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) shares the stage with Local
Government and Community Development Minister, Hon. Desmond McKenzie; Minister
without Portfolio, Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz; and
State Minister for Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Floyd Green, during the second
HOPE for Jamaica town hall meeting, at the Goodyear Oval in Morant Bay on July 13.

Efficient Justice System Crucial – PM

Private Sector Invests $9 Billion 
in Agricultural Sector
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
totalling over $9 billion has
been pumped into the
agricultural sector, says
Minister of Industry,
Commerce, Agriculture
and Fisheries, Hon. Karl
Samuda.

      In addition to that
sum, the Minister notes
that the Government,
with support from the
Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), is
spending $320 million to
build several agro processing
facilities across the island
through the Jamaica
Social Investment Fund
(JSIF).

      Also, over the next
three years, with funding
from the IDB, projects
valued at over $650 million
will be undertaken by the
Government to boost
agricultural output in
key producing parishes,
including Portland, where
an Agro-Park will be
established in Spring
Garden.
      Mr. Samuda told farmers
attending the 122nd Annual
General Meeting of the
Jamaica Agricultural
Society (JAS) on July 12 in
May Pen, that they must
establish partnerships to
maximise the invest-
ments that are coming
into agriculture.
      “A new interest in
agriculture is seen by big
corporations in Jamaica.
The distributors who used
to buy and sell and don’t
invest in the land, have
started to invest in agri-
culture,” the Minister said.
      He added that hoteliers
are now “turning to the
farmers,” to produce food
for their guests, and that
this new thrust will help
to build the agro industry
and ensure that more of the
money spent by tourists
remains in Jamaica.

Minister of Industry, Com-
merce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. Karl
Samuda

The CDI will be
responsible for

providing training
and certification to
current and potential
craft producers,
supporting the
development of

authentic Jamaican
craft and protecting

new designs.
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