
JA and USA to Strengthen Bilateral Ties
JAMAICA IS seeking

to further strengthen
bilateral ties with the

United States on key areas of
mutual interest, specifically
trade, investment, safety and
security.
      Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness and US
Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, Thomas
Shannon, held talks in this
regard during the just
concluded CARICOM heads
of Government Conference
in Grenada.
      Mr. Holness indicated
that Jamaica was taking
steps to ensure its fiscal
management system was in
good order, noting that the
country was a “textbook
case” in this regard.
      “We are now ensuring
that (sound fiscal manage-
ment) is embedded into our
laws and practices. We are,
at this point transitioning
into growth strategies and I

think that is where stronger
engagement with the US
could be beneficial. I think
once we address the growth
conundrum, then we should
be able to effectively address

the other issues of crime,
violence, safety and security,”
he explained.
   Mr. Holness, in acknowl-
edging Jamaica’s challenges
with crime, also expressed

the hope that both nations
could strengthen cooperation
in combating this, particularly
through border security.
   “The strategy has to be
about strengthening Jamaica

to control its own borders.
We have taken incremental
steps to increase border
security and integrity and to

ensure that security is a
priority. Jamaica has made
significant investments in this
area,” he stated.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) speaks with United States (US)
Acting Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Francisco Palenven
(left), just before a bilateral meeting in St. George's, Grenada, on July 6. Sharing the
moment is US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Thomas Shannon.
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PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
has urged his colleague

Heads of Government of
the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) to fully

implement the Caribbean
Single Market and Eco-
nomy (CSME).
     The Prime Minister was
contributing to discussions
on the CSME during the
just concluded CARICOM
Heads of Government Con-
ference in Grenada.
      “The true expression
of the realisation of the
integration dream is to get
the CSME going and we
have to have the resolve as
leaders to do this. It is how
our people will experience
true development and
prosperity,” Mr. Holness
said.
      He noted that regional
leaders have been speaking
about implementing a

CSME for too long with
little action.  He added that
only three countries can
truly claim to have com-
pliance in adopting the
CSME.
      “We should all make
the commitment and
redouble our efforts to
have compliance toward
creating the real CSME,
otherwise, the reality is
that we will keep meeting
and eventually it will wither
away,” he stated.
      The CSME is intended
to benefit the people of the
region by providing more
and better opportunities to
produce and sell goods
and services and to attract
investment. 

Region Needs Full Implementation of CSME – PM

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left)
interacts with President of Guyana, David Granger, at
the just concluded CARICOM Heads of Government
Conference in Grenada.

AS THE country’s tourism
sector continues on a
steady growth path,
Minister of Tourism,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
says the summer arrival
figures are shaping up to
be the highest on record.
      Visitor arrivals have
been at an all-time high
since the start of the year,
with the country welcoming
a historic figure of one
million tourists in June.
      Addressing a ceremony
at the Sangster Inter-
national Airport in Montego
Bay on July 3 to welcome
the inaugural Eurowings
non-stop flight from
Germany, Minister Bartlett
said the “arrivals figures
for this summer are very
good and, if sustained,
the final figures will take
the industry to new
heights.”

      “We are (gearing up)
to increase our seats… by
over seven per cent for
the summer, and if that
can translate itself into a
percentage increase in
arrivals… Jamaica is on to
a very good path,” he said.
      Meanwhile, Minister
Bartlett, who was joined
by tourism stakeholders in
welcoming the Eurowing
direct flight, said arrivals
from Germany have been
growing steadily.
      “Since the start of the
year, January to April, we
welcomed over 9,800
German visitors to the
island, and that represents
a 24 per cent increase over
last year. We are excited
about the figures at the
end of June and we have
a strong feeling that this
9,800 will get close to
12,000,” he noted.

Bartlett Forecasts Record 
Arrivals for Summer

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (right),
engages in discussion with Chief Executive Officer of
MBJ Airports Limited, Dr. Rafael Echevarne, at the
Sangster International Airport on July 3.

THE UNITED States
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
has partnered with the
Education, Youth and
Information Ministry to
provide grant funding in
the sum of US$3 million
for a Safety and Security
in Schools Project.
      Under the partnership,
the USAID will provide
the funds over two years.
The National Education
Trust (NET) will act as
coordinator for the project.

      The prime objective for
the Ministry is to implement
the necessary measures to
transform schools and their
immediate surroundings
into safe zones through a
multi-layered and multi-
sectoral approach.
       Specifically, the project
will aid in controlling
access to school com-
pounds by installing or
repairing perimeter fencing,
and controlling the pos-
session of weapons and
other contraband in schools,
through the use of security

monitoring equipment.
Through the project also,
the number of security per-
sonnel assigned to schools
will be increased. 
      Addressing a ceremony
to sign the letter of imple-
mentation for the project
at the Ministry’s Heroes
Circle offices in Kingston,
on July 3, Permanent
Secretary, Dean-Roy Bernard,
expressed gratitude to the
USAID for the grant.
      “We are extremely
grateful for the partner-

ship to assist our efforts.
This is a moment to be
celebrated and we look
forward to the NET
spearheading this project
to lessen some of the
challenges that we’re having
in schools,” he said.
      The improved Safety
and Security in Schools
Project represents a much
broader initiative than the
Safe Schools Programme,
which was instituted in
2004.

USAID Provides US$3 Million for Safety and Security in Schools Project

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Information, Dean-Roy Bernard (left), and United
States Agency for International Development (USAID)
Mission Director, Maura Barry Boyle, hold a grant
agreement for a Safety and Security in Schools
Project, at the Ministry in Kingston, on July 3.

CAC Secures $16.8 Million for Consumers 
in the Corporate Area and St. James
APPROXIMATELY $16.8
million of the $21.5 mil-
lion in compensation and
refunds secured by the
Consumer Affairs Com-
mission (CAC) during
2016/17 was obtained on
behalf of consumers in
Kingston, St. Andrew and
St. James.
      This, according to
CAC Chairman, Kent
Gammon, was 78 per cent
of the total sum secured
for the 1,377 complaints
resolved from 1,453 han-
dled over the period, rep-
resenting a resolution rate
of 87.89 per cent.
      He was speaking at
the CAC’s quarterly media
briefing at the Ministry of

Industry, Commerce, Agri-
culture and Fisheries in
New Kingston on July 5.
      Mr. Gammon said St.
Andrew, St. Catherine
and Kingston accounted
for most of the 1,453
complaints received.
      He stated that an
analysis of the categories
for which complaints were

filed with the CAC showed
electrical equipment and
appliances accounting for
30.28 per cent; utilities,
14.53 per cent; and other
services, 12.01 per cent.
      He said the top-three
complaint categories for
refunds and compen-
sation were automotive,
73 per cent; appliances
and electronic items,
eight per cent and house-
hold fixtures, 3.97 per
cent.
      Meanwhile, the CAC
secured approximately
$4.3 million in refunds
and compensation from
521 complaints handled
during the first quarter of
the 2017/18 fiscal year.

Minister of National Security, Hon. Robert Montague (right), hands over keys to
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Clifford Blake (centre), for some of the 30 vehicles
that the Government has acquired for the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF),
on July 3, at the Office of the Police Commissioner, in St. Andrew.  At left is
Assistant Commissioner of Police, Devon Watkis.

JCF Receives 30 Vehicles

The CAC secured
approximately
$4.3 million in
refunds and 
compensation

from 521 
complaints handled
during the first
quarter of the

2017/18 fiscal year.
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