
WORK ON the US$100
million redevelopment of
the Dragon Bay Hotel in
Portland is set to com-
mence this year, with the
property to start operation
in 2019.
      Minister without Port-
folio in the Ministry of

Economic Growth and Job
Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz,
said up to 800 persons will
be employed during the con-
struction phase of the 250-
room property.
      A total of 500 permanent
jobs will be created at the
five-star resort, which will

operate under the Sandals
brand.
      Minister Vaz, who was
addressing a town hall
meeting on January 4 at
the Portland Municipal
Corporation in Port
Antonio, informed that
personnel from the Sandals

Corporate University will
provide training for workers
in order to ensure that
standards are maintained.
      Describing the Dragon
Bay redevelopment as a
“catalyst for job creation
in Portland”, Mr. Vaz, said
the project will also pro-
vide farmers with a ready
market for their produce.
      He added that several
other tourism projects are
to come on stream, noting
that further details will be
provided by the Govern-
ment and investors.

PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness has

given the assurance that
public sector transfor-
mation will result in greater
levels of efficiency in
Government and more sup-
port to the private sector,
resulting in economic
growth.
      He underscored this
while delivering a Policy
Statement at the Office the
Prime Minister (OPM) on
January 5.
      The immediate actions,
as set out in the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
Memorandum of Economic
and Financial Policies, will
include the implementation
of shared corporate services,
shared human resource
services and a complete
review of the classification
of all existing bodies, con-
sistent with the public
financial-management rules. 
      The Prime Minister
said the Government will
also be conducting a com-
pensation review of all
Ministries, Departments
and Agencies which will be

completed by March 2017.
He pointed out that employee
censuses for the Ministries of
Finance; Health; Education,
Youth and Information; and
the Jamaica Constabulary
Force (JCF) have already
been completed as part of
this review. 
      Mr. Holness, mean-
while, assured the public
that the objective of the

transformation process is
not to cut jobs, but rather
to restructure the sector
towards effectiveness.
      “As mergers and closures
occur and shared services
are implemented, there will
inevitably be some job
displacements, but also
there will be opportunities
for growth and a more effi-
cient Government that

delivers more with less and
that supports the growth of
the users of the service,” he
said.
      The Government will
ensure that those affected
will have access to retraining
and that there is an
outplacement system in
place that supports the tran-
sition into private-sector
employment.

ADVT.

Greater Efficiency from Public 
Sector Transformation

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
has delivered a strong
charge for citizens to
reject the phenomenon of
dons and area leaders in
their communities. 

      “The only protector of
the community must be
the Government of Jamaica,
the police force and Jesus
Christ, the Almighty
Saviour. We don’t need
any dons and criminals to
protect us,” he emphasised. 
      The Prime Minister
was addressing persons
gathered at the National
Arena for the 12th annual
Heal the Family, Heal
the Nation service, on
January 4.
      Mr. Holness also
urged persons to distance
themselves from family
members and spouses
who are involved in crim-
inal activity.

      “Crime is the greatest
threat to our economy, the
greatest threat to prosperity,
to Jamaica being a pro-
gressive nation, and more
than that, it is the greatest
threat to your family. Now
is the time when law-
abiding, God-fearing Jam-
aicans must turn their
backs on the criminals.
Don’t let them survive in
your community. Don’t
give them safe haven in
your community,” the
Prime Minister urged.
      He further called on
the church to support the
Government in the fight
against rising levels of
crime and violence in the
country.
      The Heal the Family,
Heal the Nation service
was hosted by The Power
of Faith Ministries
International Inc, in asso-
ciation with the Jamaica
Umbrella Group of
Churches.

PM Urges Citizens to 
Reject Culture of Dons

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (fourth  left) with (from left) Chair of
the Public Sector Transformation Oversight Committee, Danny Roberts; Vice Chair
of the Economic Growth Council, Ambassador Nigel Clarke; Executive Director of
the Public Sector Transformation Implementation Team, Maria Thompson Walters;
and State Ministers in the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Fayval
Williams and Hon. Rudyard Spencer, following a meeting at the Office of the Prime
Minister on January 5.

Redevelopment of Dragon Bay Hotel to Start this Year

Minister without portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation,
Hon. Daryl Vaz (left), has the attention of Executive Director of the National Solid
Waste Management Authority (NSWMA), Audley Gordon (centre); and Mayor of Port
Antonio, Councillor Paul Thompson, at a town hall meeting held at the Portland
Municipal Corporation in Port Antonio on January 3.
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THE MINISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation is well advanced
with the streamlining of
various entities to attain
greater levels of efficiency
and alignment with the
needs of the labour market. 
      This announcement
was made by Portfolio
Minister, Senator the
Hon. Ruel Reid during a
Back to School Broadcast
on January 8.
      He informed that dis-
cussions are now taking
place with a view to
merging the functions of
the HEART Trust/NTA,
the National Youth
Service, Jamaican
Foundation for Life Long
Learning and several

other related programmes
and entities.
      Senator Reid also said
the Ministry is well
advanced with the stream-
lining of the Career
Advancement Programme

[CAP], to facilitate greater
alignment with the needs
of the labour market.
      The Education Min-
ister also announced the
launch of the Vocational
Associate Degree in
December, which “will
give our Technical and
Vocational students an
opportunity to advance
their career through this
pathway making them
more marketable and
ready for the world of
work.” 
      “This achievement is
in line with this Adminis-
tration’s intention to
ensure that by age 30 our
people, at a minimum,
have at least an associate
degree,” he stated.  

Education Ministry to Streamline Entities 

E-Procurement System Producing Results
THE MINISTRY of
Finance and the Public
Service is reporting that its
new e-procurement regime
is turning over contracts
within three months, down
from two years. 
      Senior Director at the
Ministry, Cecile Maragh,
points out that the efficiency
of the system allows all
interested parties to deal
with the bidding process
from different locations.
People no longer need to
book conference facilities
to review and decide on
bid proposals.
      “You advertise in the
system, it accepts, clarifies
and triggers when the
evaluation is to be done,”
she said.
      Mrs. Maragh was
addressing a regional
Local Government sensiti-

sation session, held on
January 5, at the Knutsford
Court Hotel.

      “You can be anywhere
in the world and do the
evaluation… a click of a
button and bids are open.
You can see the prices they
quoted and who is quali-
fied in a matter of seconds.
That is why we are able to
move so fast,” she told the
forum.

      Mrs. Maragh urged the
municipal corporations to
ensure that staff members
receive the necessary training,
and to also encourage their
contractors to register on
the system, so that they can
benefit from timely decisions.
      

Minister of Education,
Youth and Information
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid

Former Prime Minister, the Most Hon.
Edward Seaga (left), and son of
National Hero, the Rt. Excellent
Marcus Mosiah Garvey, Dr. Julius
Garvey, look at the insignia of the
Order of National Hero presented
posthumously to Garvey in 1969. Dr.
Garvey, on January 5 handed over the
medal to Liberty Hall, during a ceremony
held at the facility’s King Street
location downtown Kingston. Liberty
Hall is the educational institution
dedicated to the life and
teachings of Marcus Garvey.

Garvey Family Donates 
National Hero’s Medal 
to Liberty Hall

“You can be
anywhere in
the world 
and do the
evaluation… 
a click of a 
button and 

bids are open.”

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
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