
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Most Hon.
Andrew Holness,

says the Government will
re-establish its leadership
and direction of local insti-
tutions that call upon the
budget of the country.

      “I do not intend to have
the institutions of the country
captured by people’s own
personal belief of what they
(think) should happen. Gov-
ernment must re-establish its
authority to direct policy,” he
said.

      The Prime Minister was
delivering a keynote address at
the launch of an Absorptive
Capacity Programme by the
HEART Trust/NTA in part-
nership with the Joint Com-
mittee for Tertiary Education

(JCTE), at the Courtyard by
Marriott Hotel on February 2.
      Mr. Holness noted that
institutions carrying out
programmes outside of the
established national direction
and needs of the country

cause great disparity, frag-
mentation and have little
positive effect.
      “Not only is the Gov-
ernment going to ensure
that there is a concerted
effort and unison in policy
and that there is direction,
but it must ensure that there
is efficiency as well,” he
said.
      Mr. Holness hailed
HEART Trust/NTA for
continuing to be prolific
in developing new pro-
grammes and launching
new initiatives. 
      He urged the institution
to maintain focus as it plays
a critical role in addressing
inter-generational poverty
and fulfilling the Govern-
ment’s prosperity agenda.

Gov’t to Re-Establish Authority
Over State Agencies

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) is greeted by Chairman of the
HEART Trust/NTA, Maxine P. Wilson (2nd right), ahead of a function held on February
2 at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Kingston. Looking on are Minister of
Education, Youth and Information, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (2nd left), and Joint
Committee for Tertiary Education JCTE Chairman, Dr. Cecil Cornwall (right).

THE GOVERNMENT has
strengthened its fight
against corruption, with the
passage of the Integrity
Commission Bill in the
House of Representatives
recently.
      The legislation is aimed
at promoting and enhancing
standards of ethical con-
duct for parliamentarians
and public officials.
      The Bill provides for
the establishment of a sin-
gle body to be known as the
Integrity Commission, to
promote and strengthen the
measures for the prevention,
detection, investigation and
prosecution of acts of
corruption.
      In his contribution to
the debate, Prime Minister
the Most Hon. Andrew

Holness reiterated the
Government’s commitment
to fighting corruption in the
country.
      He argued that more
can be done to strengthen
the existing regime, and that
the legislation is another crit-
ical stage towards improving
the anti-corruption ecosystem
in Jamaica.
      “A critical measure is
the establishment of a sin-
gle agency which this new
Act will create – the new
Integrity Commission. It is
important for us to address
concerns that have been
articulated in the public
domain and, from my esti-
mation, I think that our
Jamaica will win from this
new legislation,” Mr. Holness
said.

      The new Integrity
Commission will subsume
the functions and powers of
the Commission for the
Prevention of Corruption,
the Integrity Commission
and the Office of the
Contractor General.
      He also highlighted
that the legislation will play
a key role in improving
Jamaica’s ranking in the
Corruption Perception Index,
where the country is cur-
rently ranked 83 out of 176
countries.
      “It is not a good look
for Jamaica and we will be
doing everything in our
power to ensure that when
the next report is released, we
have an improved standing,”
the Prime Minister said.

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Council (EGC) member,
Adam Stewart, says Jam-
aica stands to benefit from
over US$3 billion in
investment projects up to
2019, which will create
over 25,000 new jobs, with
another 100,000 persons to
benefit indirectly.
      He noted that the proj-
ects, which are either under-
way or slated to come on
stream, span several sectors
including mining, tourism,
shipping, and business
process outsourcing (BPO).
      He was providing an
investment update during a
quarterly media briefing
held at the Jamaica
Pegasus Hotel recently.
      Mr. Stewart said that
among the undertakings is
the US$1 billion invest-
ment in the upgrading of
the Alpart alumina refinery
in St. Elizabeth by Chinese
entity, Jiquan Iron and
Steel Company Limited,

which is expected to pro-
vide 3,000 permanent jobs.
      He said projects on the
verge of implementation
include investments of
US$1.4 billion in tourism
across Jamaica, which will
add 6,800 hotel rooms to
the existing stock of

32,000, while providing
12,000 new jobs.
      There is also a US$150
million BPO project that
will create just over 9,000
new jobs, as well as US$575
million in alternative energy
projects expected to gen-
erate 1,700 jobs.

US$3 Billion Investments to Create
Thousands of New Jobs

Economic Growth Council (EGC) member, Adam
Stewart (left), addresses a recent media briefing at
the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel. Listening is EGC Deputy
Chairman, Ambassador Nigel Clarke.

PM Underscores the 
Importance of Maritime 
Sector to Economy

THE GOVERNMENT is
advanced in building out
the policy framework for
the business process out-
sourcing (BPO) sector,
including finalising regu-
lations for the Special
Economic Zones (SEZ) in
which they will operate.
      “Right now, the BPO
resides on a number of pil-
lars. One of those pillars is
the SEZs and we are on
the brink of finalising the
regulations,” said Jamaica
Promotions Corporation Presi-
dent, Diane Edwards. 
      “That is critical in
driving the industry for-
ward because a lot of them
(BPOs) are operating in
those zones,” she noted. 
      She was speaking with
JIS News following the
presentation of a prelimi-
nary study, which exam-
ines the opportunities for
growth in the services out-
sourcing sector, at the
Terra Nova All-Suite Hotel
on January 31. 

      The full study, titled
‘Scaling Up the Value-
Chain-Opportunities for
Growth in the Services
Outsourcing Sector’, is
expected to be released in
the coming months.
      Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) represent  a
wide variety of geographi-
cally demarcated areas  in

which businesses and
investors can operate under
special economic regula-
tions and procedures.
      It is expected that the
SEZs will create a modern
framework to attract
investments in planned
industrial clusters that develop
and deliver a wider range
of goods and services.

President of Jamaica Promotions Corporation (JAMPRO),
Diane Edwards

Education, Youth and Information Minister, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (right),
and Special Advisor, Robert Miller (centre), examine bulla cakes manufactured
by Nutrition Products Limited, during a tour of the entity on Marcus Garvey
Drive on January 31. At left is Chief Executive Officer of Nutrition
Products, Orville Lewinson. The company provides 300,000 students in
over 800 schools with breakfast and/or lunch each week.

Gov’t Close to Finalising SEZ Regulations

Nutrition Products to Increase Output
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Gov’t Strengthens Fight Against Corruption

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the mar-
itime sector, which
boasts remarkable infra-
structure, is important to
the Jamaican economy. 
      Against this back-
ground, Jamaica has
launched its candidature
to the International
Maritime Organization
(IMO) for the 2018-2019
biennium.
      In a video message
delivered at the launch
on February 2 at Jamaica
House, Mr. Holness
emphasised the critical
role of the maritime sector
in Jamaica. 
      He noted that the
country boasts the only
Maritime University in
the English speaking
Caribbean, and is one of
the top ranked container
transshipment facilities
handling cargo in the
region.
       Prime Minister Holness
said Jamaica has much to
contribute as a Council
member of the IMO.
      “As the specialised
agency of the United
Nations for shipping, the
IMO is mandated to pilot
measures to improve the

safety and security of
international shipping,
and to take steps to pre-
vent marine pollution.
This mandate strongly
resonates with Jamaica,
given our heavy reliance
on shipping for trade and
other areas of national
development, and also
the importance that we
attach to the protection of
the environment,” he
explained.
      In addition, Mr.
Holness said plans are
afoot to expand the
country’s maritime indus-
try by developing nau-
tical tourism, especially
around the Port Antonio
Marina.

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness

   “Not only is the
Government

going to ensure
that there is a
concerted effort
and unison in
policy and that
there is direction,

but it must
ensure that there
is efficiency as

well.” 
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