
THE GOVERNMENT
has identified the
reduction of crime

as priority and a national
imperative.
      This was disclosed
by Governor-General, His
Excellency the Most Hon.
Sir Patrick Allen, who deliv-
ered the 2017-18 Throne
Speech in Gordon House
on February 9. 
      He said the Govern-
ment is focused on fulfilling
a five-pillar security strategy
to comprehensively and
strategically address crime.
This includes effective
policing; rehabilitation,
redemption and redirection of
inmates; social development
interventions; situational

prevention of crime; and
swift and sure justice.
      “There is a need in
Jamaica to rebuild our com-
munities that have been
divided by crime and law-
lessness. We must, as a nation,
assert the rule of law and
jealously guard its promotion,”
he said.
      “We must focus on the
great challenges that face us
as a nation; the risks to our
women and children, illicit
actions by some of our citizens
and the need to deal with
corruption and public inef-
ficiency, frontally,” he added.
      The Governor-General,
in his address themed, ‘A
Firm Foundation for Pros-
perity’, outlined plans by the

Administration to strengthen
the institutional capacity of
the security forces to be
more proactive and to effec-
tively respond to criminal
actions and emerging threats. 
      These include supporting
the modernisation of the
Jamaica Constabulary Force
(JCF), increasing the number
of security personnel, and
strengthening the mobility
of the forces by increasing
the fleet of vehicles and
improving fleet management.
      The Governor-General,
also indicated that the
Government has identified
inclusive, sustainable eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation as a strategic priority
for the medium-term.

      He said several multi-
pronged initiatives will be
pursued as part of a com-
prehensive strategic plan,
along with Government-wide
coordination, statistics and
research.

      Trade and investment
facilitation, managing pub-
lic sector costs, licensing,
efficiency and the quality of
service delivery will continue
to guide the Administration’s
approach to modernisation
and fuel the restructuring of
the public sector, Sir Patrick
said.
      Other areas of focus
highlighted in the Throne
Speech include justice
reform, the amendment of
laws that protect women
and children, tax reform,
privatisation of Government
shares in State-run entities,

the development and imple-
mentation of a National
Identification System and
an Integrated Transport
System.
      A rigorous legislative
agenda was also announced
for the 2017-18 financial
year, including the tabling
of a new Police Service Act
to replace the JCF Act, as
well as legislation to estab-
lish the Major Organised
Crime and Anti-Corruption
Agency as an independent
national law enforcement
agency.  

      Sir Patrick urged part-
nership and unified action
for Jamaica’s sustained
growth and called on mem-
bers of the Houses of
Parliament to lead the trans-
formation of the country.
      “Your task must be to
lead a transformation of
Jamaica that focuses on the
positive growth and devel-
opment of our people; pro-
tecting the rights of the
most vulnerable while at
the same time ensuring the
growth and vision of the
entire nation,” he said.

Crime Reduction a Priority

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (5th left) and his wife, the Most Hon.
Juliet Holness (6th left), who is Member of Parliament for East Rural St. Andrew,
lead Government members into Gordon House for the State Opening of Parliament
on February 9.

JAMAICA HAS met or is
on track to meet all 12
quantitative performance
indicators and structural
benchmarks under the new
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Precautionary
Stand-by Arrangement
(PSBA) for the period
ending December 2016.
      Key among these are
the central Government pri-
mary surplus balance; grants
and revenues; inflation;
new property tax rates and
bands; and formation of
the Financial System Stabi-
lisation Committee.
      Co-Chair of the Eco-
nomic Programme Oversight
Committee (EPOC), Keith
Duncan, made the disclo-
sure at a media briefing
held on February 9 at the
Jamaica Money Market
Brokers Limited’s (JMMB)
head office in New Kingston.
      He said the Govern-
ment recorded a primary
balance of $76.6 billion
for the first nine months of
the fiscal year, which was
$22.6 million ahead of target.
Grants and revenues
amounted to $351.9 billion,

5.2 per cent above the bud-
geted $334.5 billion.
      Tax revenue intake
was $322 billion, some
$22 billion above budget,
which has been attributed
to increased compliance
and overall improvement
in the performance of the
economy.  
      Additionally, the Gross
Domestic Product for the
December 2016 quarter
was estimated to have
increased by 1.5 per cent,
relative to the correspon-
ding period in the previous
year.

JA on Track to Meet 
IMF Targets

Gov’t Presents $710 Billion Budget for 2017-18

Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir
Patrick Allen (right), presents the Throne Speech during
the opening of the 2017-18 session of Parliament at
Gordon House on February 9. The Speech was deliv-
ered under the theme ‘A Firm Foundation for
Prosperity’. At left is the Governor-General’s Aide-de-
Camp, Major Eldon Morgan.

Prime Minister Urges Jamaicans to Plan for Retirement

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) joins members of the ‘Recycled Teenagers’ during
their performance at the 40th anniversary awards ceremony of the National Council for Senior Citizens,
held at The Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on February 8.  Mr. Holness encouraged Jamaicans to better prepare
for their future by investing in a pension scheme.

Economic Programme Over-
sight Committee (EPOC)
Co-Chairman, Keith Duncan

THE GOVERNMENT has
presented a budget of $710
billion for the fiscal year
2017-18, with $485 billion
allocated for recurrent
(housekeeping) expenses
and $225 billion for capital
(development) spending.
      Details of the projections
are outlined in the Esti-
mates of Expenditure, which

were tabled in the House of
Representatives, on Feb-
ruary 9, by Minister of
Finance and the Public
Service, Hon. Audley Shaw.
      The Ministry of Finance
and the Public Service has
been allocated the largest
sum, with $208 billion for
recurrent expenses and
$177.6 billion for capital

expenditure. A large portion
of the sum will go towards
meeting Jamaica's debt
obligations.
      Large sums have also
been allocated to several
other Ministries by the
Government.
      The Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation gets the second
largest amount with $98.7
billion for recurrent expenses
and $1.67 billion for capital
spending.
      The Ministry of Health
has been allocated $61.9

billion for recurrent expenses
and $1.86 billion for capital
projects, while the Ministry of
National Security has received
$56.4 billion for recurrent
expenditure and $4.25 bil-
lion for capital projects.                                                        
      For the Ministry of
Economic Growth and Job
Creation, $9.3 billion has
been allocated for recurrent
and $22.7 billion for capi-
tal; and the Ministry of
Justice, $6.86 billion for
recurrent and $1.18 billion
for capital.

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw, speaking in the House of Represen-
tatives on February 9, after tabling the 2017-18
Estimates of Expenditure. At left is Minister of
Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries,
Hon. Karl Samuda. 

Report of CARICOM Review Commission to be Completed Soon
THE REPORT of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) Review Com-
mission is expected to be
completed and submitted
to Cabinet shortly.
      Speaking to heads of
diplomatic missions at
The Jamaica Pegasus
Hotel in New Kingston on
February 7, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade, Senator the Hon.
Kamina Johnson Smith,
said following Cabinet’s
deliberations, the “report
will ultimately be made
public and also shared
with partners.”
      The Commission, which
was set up by Prime
Minister the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness, has
been charged to examine

Jamaica’s role in CARI-
COM and how the region-
al bloc has impacted the
country’s development.
      The Commission is
chaired by former Prime
Minister, Bruce Golding.
      Senator Johnson Smith
explained that the review

aims to examine ways in
which Jamaica can better
secure value from the
processes of regional inte-
gration and cooperation
within the wider Carib-
bean region.
      “CARICOM is at a
stage of review and renewal.

The body itself is per-
forming its own intro-
spective review and so too
Jamaica, as we think it is
advisable for any organi-
sation on which billions
of dollars are spent and in
which much time and
resources are spent; that we
should assess our place
within the organisation
and how it is that we can
optimise our participation
therein,” she said.
      Other topical issues for
exploration include trade
practices; the treatment of
Jamaicans travelling to
other CARICOM countries;
contrasts emerging between
CARICOM’s strategies and
goals and those of indivi-
dual countries and how
these can be reconciled.

“We must focus
on the great 

challenges that
face us as a

nation; the risks to
our women and
children, illicit

actions by some of
our citizens and the
need to deal with
corruption and

public inefficiency,
frontally.”

ADVT.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator
the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith, addresses heads of
diplomatic missions during a ceremony at The
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in New Kingston on February 7.
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