
PRIME MINISTER
the  Most Hon. Andrew
Holness has reaffirmed

Jamaica’s commitment to
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). 
      Addressing an Inter-
national Conference on
Sustainable Development
at Columbia University, New
York, on September 21, the
Prime Minister said, “Jamaica
will play its part in regional
and international fora to
promote attainment.”
      Prime Minister Holness
pointed out that Jamaica’s
focus is on economic
growth and job creation,
which will be used to
achieve the SDGs related to
health, education and the
eradication of poverty. 
      He said while Jamaica
has recorded impressive
improvements in the human

development index, much
of the development has
been achieved through the
accumulation of debt. 
      He highlighted that debt
reduction is a major priority

for the Government stating
that “high debt increases
the perceived risk of the
economy, increases the cost
of capital and ultimately
retards economic growth,

on which development
depends.”
      Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister has called on the
international financial com-
munity to review its policy
on graduating middle-
income countries from
development financing by
using gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) as the main
criterion.
      He noted that Jamaica’s
designation as a middle-
income country has made it
ineligible to receive certain
kinds of development aid.
      He said Jamaica, while
advocating for change, is
actively promoting a culture
of self-sufficiency while
developing creative inno-
vative and strategic ways to
repay debt.

ADVT.

Ja Committed to Sustainable Development Goals 
A DRAFT action plan for
public sector reform is to
be submitted to Cabinet by
September 26.
      This was disclosed by
Minister of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Audley
Shaw, during a sitting of
the House of Represen-
tatives on September 20.

      “The final action plan
will specify time-bound
actions to improve efficiency
in the public sector through
a combination of shared cor-
porate services and the clo-
sure, merger and privati-
sation of some entities,”Mr.
Shaw said.
      He emphasised that the
aim of public sector reform
is not to reduce the
employment levels within
the sector.
      The Minister also
informed that the Gov-
ernment has committed to
approve a new organisational
structure for the Accountant
General’s Department as
part of efforts to strengthen
public financial management.
      The transformation of
the public sector is one of

several structural bench-
marks under the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
Extended Fund Facility
with Jamaica.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Shaw
said based on the fiscal
year data through to
August, the Government is
expected to meet its per-
formance targets under the
IMF programme.
      He said provisional
Central Government data
show that there is a primary
balance of $41.6 billion
that exceeds the budget tar-
get of $17.5 billion.
      Total spending of $209.9
billion was well within the
target of $223.7 billion and
recurrent spending of
$197.2 billion, which is
within the target of $204
billion.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses
the 2016 International Conference on Sustainable
Development (ICSD) at Columbia University in New York
on September 21.

Minister of Finance and the
Public Service, Hon. Audley
Shaw, addresses a sitting
of the House of Represen-
tatives on September 20.

Cabinet to Receive Draft 
Action Plan for Public 
Sector Reform

MINISTER OF Tourism,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett, has
indicated that the sector
has seen steady growth in
arrivals and earnings since
the start of the year.
      Speaking at a JIS ‘Think
Tank’ on September 20,
the Minister informed that
between February and
September, preliminary fig-
ures have shown that more
than 2.5 million visitors
came to the island, with the
country earning approxi-
mately US$1.6 billion.
      “We have welcomed
1.5 million stopovers and
just a little over one mil-
lion from cruise for the
period. The earnings from

the 2.5 million arrivals
represent a 5.2 per cent
increase over the similar
period last year,” the
Minister said.
      Mr. Bartlett said the
industry is anticipating
another 1.5 million arrivals
over the remaining period,
primarily from the cruise
sector, as the last three
months of the year are very
strong cruise months.
      “At the rate at which
we are going this year, we
could be at US$2.7 billion
at the end of the year and
could possibly make the
US$3 billion by the year
2017 or 2018,” Mr.
Bartlett said.

      The Minister noted
that the increase in room
stock and expansion of
hotels across the island are
expected to propel growth

for the sector with an
increase in both arrivals
and earnings.

Steady Growth in Tourism

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness greets members of the Diaspora at
Thursday's (September 22) town hall meeting, held at the Jamaica Performing Arts
Centre, downtown Jamaica, Queens, New York. Mr. Holness was in New York for the
71st Session of the United States General Assembly from September 19-24.

THE TOURISM Linkages
Council and the Jamaica
Hotel and Tourist Asso-
ciation (JHTA) have wel-
comed the $1 billion loan
facility being made avail-
able by the Tourism
Enhancement Fund (TEF)
to assist small and medium-
sized tourism enterprises
to upgrade their properties
and attractions. 
      The money will be
made available through the
National Export-Import
(EXIM) Bank.
      Endorsements came from
Chairman of the Council,
Adam Stewart, and Presi-
dent of the JHTA, Omar
Robinson, at the launch of
the initiative at the Hilton
Rose Hall Resort in Mon-
tego Bay on September 21.
      Mr. Stewart said the
programme comes at a
time when Jamaica’s
tourism is poised for major
development.
      The Chairman, who is
also Chief Executive
Officer of Sandals Resorts
International, stated that
the loan facility will play a
major role in ensuring that
the competitive edge which
the country enjoys in the
marketplace is sharpened.
      Meanwhile, Mr. Robinson
said the loan comes at the

right time when members
are seeking to reposition
themselves to take advan-
tage of upcoming opportu-
nities in the tourism sector.

      He said access to loans
at cheaper interest rates
will not only benefit the
players in the tourism
sector, but Jamaica as a
whole, and challenged other
commercial banks to extend
loans with more flexible
terms and conditions.
      The event was also
used to ink the Memo-
randum of Understanding,
which will grant members
of the sector access to
loans of up to $25 million
at an interest rate of five
per cent over five years.
      The MOU was signed
by Chairman of the TEF,
Godfrey Dyer; Executive
Director of the TEF, Clyde
Harrison; and Managing
Director of the EXIM
Bank, Lisa Bell.

Tourism Sector Welcomes $1B Loan Facility

Jamaicans Encouraged to Provide Feedback on New Traffic Act
MINISTER OF Transport
and Mining, Hon. Mike
Henry, is encouraging the
public to provide feed-
back on the new Road
Traffic Act now before
Parliament.
      “Go on the Ministry’s
website and tell me what is
wrong, what is right, what
must be added or subtracted,”
he urged.

       Noting that he is prepared
to articulate this feedback
when the Bill is debated in the
House of Representatives
on September 28, Mr. Henry
said he will be pushing to have
it passed in a timely manner.
      Mr. Henry was addressing
the launch of the Road
Traffic Safety Standard JS
ISO 39001 by the Bureau of
Standards Jamaica (BSJ) at

the agency’s multipurpose
facility on Winchester Road in
Kingston, on September 21.
      The Bill which can be
accessed on the Ministry’s
website at www.mtw.gov.jm
was retabled in the Lower
House. The legislation was
passed last November and
should have gone before the
Senate. However, with the
dissolution of Parliament ahead

of the February general
election, the Act, among
other items, fell off the leg-
islative agenda.
      The updated law will
repeal and replace the
existing Road Traffic Act of
1938 and will establish new
road traffic offences as well
as provide increased
penalties for cur-
rent offences.

Chairman of the Tourism
Linkages Council, Adam
Stewart, speaking during a
press launch at the Hilton
Rose Hall Resort in Mon-
tego Bay on September 21.

“The final action
plan will specify 
time-bound
actions to
improve 

efficiency in the
public sector.” 

Minister of Transport and
Mining, Hon. Mike Henry
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