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Expansion of Economy Expected
in Medium Term

THE HOUSE of Repre-
sentatives has approved
amendments to the National
Insurance (Amendment)
Act, allowing for an actu-
arial review of the National
Insurance Scheme (NIS)
every three years, instead
of the current five years.
      The Bill was piloted
by Minister of Labour and
Social Security, Hon.
Shahine Robinson, in the
House recently.
      Mrs. Robinson said
the reduction in the review
period would place the
Ministry in a better position
to monitor more closely
and introduce pre-emptive
measures or timely inter-
ventions to ensure the
long-term sustainability of
the Scheme. 
      “More frequent actu-
arial reviews will provide
critical information that will
support risk management
and improved governance
of the NIS pension funds.
(It) will also assist in making
long-term financial and
investment decisions of
the Fund,” she explained.  

      In addition, she said
the reviews will allow for
greater accountability and
will enable the Ministry to
monitor the effectiveness
of reform initiatives.
      “The amendments pro-
posed in this Bill will sup-
port our efforts in ensuring
the sustainability of the
NIS and its ability to honour
its financial obligations to
contributors,” Mrs. Robinson
said.
      At present, more than
112,000 persons are in
receipt of benefits from
the Scheme. 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
is now being taught in the
nation’s schools.
      The curriculum was
rolled out in more than 500
primary and secondary
institutions at the start of
the new academic year in
September, following the
success of the pilot intro-
duced in 49 schools across
the island in September 2015.
      It was developed by
the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information, in
collaboration with the
National Task Force Against
Trafficking in Persons.
      Director of Safety and
Security in Schools,
Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Coleridge
Minto, said the introduction
of the curriculum will pro-

mote greater awareness
among students and teachers

of human trafficking and
prevent them from becoming
victims.
      He was speaking at a
Ministry of Justice Sensi-
tisation Seminar on Justice
Services held recently in
Montego Bay.
      He informed that
1,000 school officials and
deans of discipline have
been sensitised on matters
relating to human trafficking,
and more than 400 safety
and security officers are to
be trained.
      ASP Minto said infor-
mation on human trafficking
has also been included in
the safety and security pro-
gramme of the Ministry to
ensure that all school admin-
istrators are empowered on
the issue.

THE GOVERNMENT
is projecting that the
country’s macro-

economic outlook will
remain positive, with an
anticipated expansion in the
economy over the medium
term.
      This is according to an
interim report of the 2016/17
Fiscal Policy Paper tabled
in the House of Repre-
sentatives by Minister of
Finance and the Public
Service, Hon. Audley Shaw,
recently. 
      The Paper states that
there is a projection for an
average growth in Real
Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) of 2.6 per cent over
the next four years. 
      According to a medium-
term macroeconomic pro-
file included in the document,
this breaks down to an anti-
cipated growth of 1.6 per cent
for the 2016/17   fiscal year;
2.2 per cent for 2017/18;
3.3 per cent for 2018/19;
and 3.2 per cent for 2019/20.
      Inflation will fluctuate
within the 5 to 5.5 per
cent range in the medium
term.
      The document indicates
that the projections are
informed by the progress
observed in addressing the
main economic weaknesses
of the country as well as the

strategic initiatives being
implemented to spur growth.

      The agriculture and
manufacturing industries
are expected to continue
their recovery, and labour
market improvements are
anticipated.
      Additionally, the eco-
nomic prospects for the sec-
ond quarter of the current
financial year, ending Sep-
tember 2016, are positive.
Real GDP is projected to
be within 0.5 and 1.5 per
cent. 

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Audley
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THE MOBILE fleet of the
Jamaica Customs Agency
(JCA) has been increased,
with the acquisition of five
new motor vehicles pur-
chased at a cost of just
over $36.1 million.
      The vehicles, inclusive
of three pickups, a truck, a
bus and a motor car, were
acquired from auto dealers
Toyota Jamaica, Stewarts,
and Fidelity Motors.
      They will serve to
boost the JCA’s border
protection capabilities and
operational and adminis-
trative functions.
      The vehicles were
commissioned by State

Minister for Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Rudyard Spencer, during a
ceremony at the JCA’s
head office at Newport
East in Kingston recently.
       Mr. Spencer urged the
staff to treat the vehicles as
incentives for their hard
work.
      “I am always one to
champion the cause and
rights of workers, for them
to receive the necessary
resources… and this com-
missioning speaks to the
recognised value of you,
the team members,” the
State Minister said.

      For his part, Chief
Executive Officer and
Commissioner of Customs,
Major (Ret’d) Richard
Reese, said assets acquired,
established or refurbished
“redound to the benefit of the
staff and for service delivery
that we are committed to”.

JCA Gets New Vehicles

THE GOVERNMENT has
signed a US$987,822 con-
tract with Rosenbauer for
the acquisition of two new
trucks for the Jamaica Fire
Brigade.
      The units, which are
slated to be in the island
by next year, will be built
in Minneapolis, United
States, at the facilities of
Rosenbauer America.  
      Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and Community
Development, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie; Commissioner,
Jamaica Fire Brigade,
Errol Mowatt; and Chief
Executive Officer, National
Safety Limited and Dir-
ector, Rosenbauer, Julian
Templer, signed the contract
at the Ministry’s Hagley
Park Road offices on
October 6.
      In his remarks, Mr.
McKenzie said the acqui-
sition of the trucks sym-

bolised one of the
improvements that will be
undertaken to support the
Jamaica Fire Brigade in
executing its duties. 
      Other improvements,
he said, include the com-
mencement of work on
one of the three new fire
stations that will be con-

structed in St. James, St.
Thomas and St. Mary; the
acquisition of safety and
security gear, among other
things.
      Meanwhile, Commis-
sioner Mowatt said the trucks
will be deployed based on the
needs of each division, when
they arrive in the island.

      He said that the units
will improve the capabilities
of the Jamaica Fire Brigade
to better respond to the
needs of the citizenry. 
      Commissioner Mowatt
also announced that very
shortly, a similar contract
will be signed for two
additional trucks.

Jamaica Fire Brigade to Acquire New Fire Trucks

Minister of Local Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie (2nd left), and Commissioner, Jamaica Fire Brigade, Errol Mowatt (2nd right),
sign the contract for the acquisition of two fire trucks during a ceremony at the
Ministry’s Hagley Park Road offices in Kingston. Looking on (from left) are Director,
Rosenbauer, and Chief Executive Officer, National Safety Limited, Julian Templer;
and Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Denzil Thorpe.

State Minister in the Ministry of Finance and the Public
Service, Hon. Rudyard Spencer (left), and Jamaica
Customs Agency (JCA) Chief Executive Officer and
Commissioner of Customs, Major (Ret’d) Richard Reese,
view a Mitsubishi Fuso truck recently purchased by the
JCA to boost its mobile fleet.

PM Observes National Tree Planting Day

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness plants a seedling in observation of
National Tree-planting Day, with students of the Seaward Primary and Junior High
School on Olympic Way, St. Andrew, on October 7. Prime Minister Holness encouraged
Jamaicans to plant trees in order to reap the benefits they provide in helping to
sustain life.
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