
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness has anno-

unced a $630 million road-
works programme.
      In an address to the
House of Representatives on
November 21, he explained
that $10 million will be allo-
cated to each of the 63 con-
stituencies for pothole
patching, drain cleaning and
de-bushing.
      Funding will be provided
through the Tourism Enhance-
ment Fund, the Road Main-
tenance Fund and the Con-
solidated Fund, with the
work to be jointly undertaken
by the National Works Agency
(NWA) and the National
Solid Waste Management
Authority (NSWMA).
      “I expect all Members
of Parliament (MPs) will
quickly get into gear and
work with the technocrats to
ensure a smooth implemen-
tation process. I expect that

this programme will make a
significant difference in the
lives of many residents who
traverse the island’s road
network,” the Prime Minister
said.

      Mr. Holness said he has
noted the concerns about
the quality of some of the
works undertaken recently,
and that he expects quality
work under this programme.
      To this end, the Office
of the Contractor General
has been invited to have a
free hand in ensuring that all

requirements of sound and
reasonable contracting are
observed, and to assist in
the inspection of the works
before payments are made.
      “It is also incumbent    on
every MP to ensure that the

resources are spent wisely
and that the work is done,”
Mr. Holness said.
      The Prime Minister said
he expects the roadworks will
begin before the Christmas
period.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaks in
the House of Representatives on Tuesday November 21.

Gov’t to Implement MajorPothole Repair Programme
Record Number of Persons 
Employed
THE STATISTICAL Insti-
tute of Jamaica (STATIN)
is reporting that a record
1,216,200 persons were
employed as at July 2017.
      Director General of
the Planning Institute of
Jamaica (PIOJ), Dr. Wayne
Henry,  said the figure,
contained in STATIN’s
Labour Force Survey,
represents an increase of
29,200 persons relative to
July 2016, and is the
highest ever recorded for
a single month.
      “This out-turn in the
number of employed per-
sons continues the trend of
establishing record levels
of employment observed
since mid-2016. Prior to
these increases, the previ-
ous record level of
employment was regis-
tered in October 2008 at
1,174,500 persons,” he
informed.
      The Director General
added that the overall
labour force rose by 8,000
persons to 1,371,300, as at
July 2017.

      He was speaking at the
PIOJ’s recent quarterly
media briefing at the
agency’s head office in
New Kingston.
      Dr. Henry said an
examination of the
employed labour force by
industry groups revealed
that 11 of the 16 cate-
gories recorded higher
employment levels.
      The largest increases,
he pointed out, were in
hotels and restaurants, up
11,000 persons; financial
intermediation, up 6,700
persons; and wholesale
and retail repair of motor
vehicles and equipment,
up 5,300 persons.
      Additionally, Dr. Henry
said female employment
continues to increase
steadily, with STATIN
reporting that the figure rose
to 538,900 in July 2017.
      He said STATIN’s
latest data indicate that the
unemployment rate as at
July 2017 was 11.3 per cent,
representing the lowest
quarterly rate in eight years.

Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) Director
General, Dr. Wayne Henry (right), addresses jour-
nalists at a media briefing held at the agency’s head
office in New Kingston. Looking on is the PIOJ’s
Director for the Economic Planning, Research and
Policy Logistics Division, James Stewart.

THE GOVERNMENT of
Jamaica has signed a
US$15 million loan agree-
ment with the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
for the implementation of
the Energy Management
and Efficiency Programme
(EMEP).
      Minister of Finance
and the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw, explained
that the sum is the second
portion of a joint loan of
US$30 million for the roll-
out of the EMEP.
      He noted that the
Government signed an
agreement with the Inter-
American Development
Bank for the first US$15
million on November 10.
      He explained that the
European Union is providing
US$10 million in grant
funding towards the pro-
gramme, which will be
executed over eight years.

      “The aim is to bolster
the Government’s efforts
in the areas of energy
efficiency and conser-
vation through the design
and implementation of
measures targeting key
Government facilities, as

well as fuel conservation
in road transportation to
reduce the demand for fuel
imports,” Minister Shaw
said.
      He was speaking at the
signing ceremony held on
November 23 at the

Ministry’s National Heroes
Circle offices in Kingston.
      EMEP, which is being
executed by the Petroleum
Corporation of Jamaica
consists of three components.
Component one involves
retrofitting 73 Health, Edu-
cation and Public Agency
(HEPA) government facilities
by installing light-emitting
diode (LED) bulbs.
      Under component two,
an Urban Traffic Manage-
ment System will be imple-
mented in Kingston. This
involves installation of a
central control platform for
traffic monitoring and closed-
circuit television cameras.
      Component three will
focus on providing the Min-
istry of Science, Energy
and Technology (MSET)
with additional expertise.

Gov’t Signs US$15 M Loan for Energy Efficiency Programme

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Hon. Audley
Shaw (left) and Senior Vice President, Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency, Shigeru Maeda, shake
hands after signing a loan agreement for the Energy
Management and Efficiency Programme, on November 23,
at the Ministry’s Heroes Circle offices.

Cockpit Country Boundary Named
PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
on November 21,
announced the boundary of
the Cockpit Country, and
declared that no mining
will be permitted in the
protected area.
      Addressing the House of
Representatives, the Prime
Minister said in this
regard, the Mining Act and
any existing mining
licences will be amended
to close these areas to
mining.
      He noted that while the
country forgoes the
exploitation of millions of
tonnes of high-grade bauxite
and limestone with poten-

tial earnings of billions of
United States dollars, “we
cannot put a price tag on
the loss to our water
resources and biodiversity.”
      “The Government is of
the view that this area is
too valuable, in terms of its
ecological and hydro-
logical importance and
uniqueness to allow mining,
which may result in perma-
nent and irreversible harm
and deprive future gener-
ations of the benefit of this
national asset,” Mr. Holness
said.
      Cabinet, in deter-
mining the boundary, took
into account the closed
broadleaf forest cover/

primary forest; the rich bio-
diversity; the hydrology; and
important historical, cul-
tural sites.
      The Prime Minister said
the area to be protected
will include existing forest
reserves, significant hydro-
logical and ecological
features and cultural and
heritage sites.
      “This area comprises
approximately 74,726 hec-
tares and will be referred to
as the Cockpit Country
Protected Area and will be
protected under specific
legislation as advised by
the Attorney General,” he
explained.

“I expect all
Members of

Parliament will
quickly get into

gear and 
work with the 
technocrats to
ensure a smooth
implementation

process.”

United Nations Children’s Fund Representative in Jamaica, Mark Connolly (left)
and Children’s Advocate, Diahann Gordon Harrison, display copies of the Social
Media Manuals that will provide internet safety guidelines for children, at the
launch held at the Knutsford Court Hotel on November 20.

OCA Launches Social Media Manuals

THE MINISTRY of
Labour and Social
Security and the Child
Protection and Family
Services Agency (CPFSA)
have signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) to further improve
the quality of services
offered to vulnerable chil-
dren and families.
      The two-year MOU
entails the establishment
of a referral system that
facilitates social inter-
ventions for persons who
are assessed and deter-
mined to be vulnerable.

      They include current
and former wards of the
State; children remanded
in Government places
of safety, pending court
decisions; youngsters
deemed to be at risk or
who have been neglected,
abused or maltreated by
their families; and those
on the Programme of
Advancement through Health
and Education (PATH). 
      The MOU was signed
during a ceremony at
CPFSA’s head office on
Duke Street, Kingston,
recently.

      Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry, Collette
Roberts-Risden, said the
MOU will support the
CPFSA’s delivery of
much needed assistance
to the target beneficiaries.   

      “What we hope to
achieve… is that any
child in need of support,
we will refer them to the
CPFSA, and, similarly,
any child in need of the
programmes in our
Ministry, the CPFSA will
refer them to us,” she said. 
      For her part, CPFSA
Chief Executive Officer,
Rosalee Gage-Grey, said
the partnership will assist
in strengthening the
family structure.

MoU Signed to Further Boost Child Protection Services

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Labour and
Social Security, Collette Roberts-Risden (left), and Chief
Executive Officer for the Child Protection and Family
Services Agency (CPFSA), Rosalee Gage-Grey, exchange
signed copies of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) that will serve to further boost the State’s delivery
of child protection services. The MoU was signed at
the CPFSA’s head office in Kingston recently.

The MOU will
support the

CPFSA’s delivery
of much-needed
assistance to 
the target 

beneficiaries.   
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