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‘5 in 4’ Growth Plan will Benefit
the Poor and Vulnerable
PRIME MINISTER,

the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness

says measures by the
Government and the
Economic Growth Council
(EGC) to put Jamaica on a
path of higher and sus-
tained growth will benefit
the poor and vulnerable.
      These measures
include developing new
housing solutions for
lower income households;
increasing land titling
efforts and  promoting the
use of land tenure rights as
collateral.
      “If you look closely at
the strategy, it takes into
consideration elements
that will include the poor,
the dispossessed, the vul-
nerable,” Mr. Holness
said.
      He was speaking dur-
ing a panel discussion and
signing of a declaration of
intent to implement the

EGC’s growth plan, at the
Courtleigh Auditorium on
November 7.
Additionally, the EGC

has pledged to reorganise
the police force by
reviewing and updating
the Jamaica Constabulary
Force Act which must be
based on the concept of
security, where citizens
will be seen as customers
for policing services.
      Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister said the country
is already reaping the
rewards of the discipline
from various sectors to
maintain social order and
cohesion as well as to
improve the macroeco-
nomic environment of the
country. 
      “This Government
will make sure that we are
faithful to the sacrifice that
the people have made. We
will make Jamaica the
place of choice, the centre

of the Caribbean region for
culture and lifestyle, trade
and commerce, logistics,
technology and informa-
tion,” he said.
      The Council, which

was launched in April, is
committed to achieving
five per cent growth in
gross domestic product
(GDP) in four years.

JUSTICE MINISTER,
Hon. Delroy Chuck,
signed three contracts
totalling $38.73 million to
undertake remedial work
to buildings and other
structures with a view to
improving the quality of
service offered by the jus-
tice system.
      Of the amount, $6.28
million will be used to
facilitate repairs to the St.
James Parish Court in
Montego Bay; $17.35 mil-
lion for partial refurbishing
works at the Criminal
Division of the Half-Way
Tree Parish Court; and
$15.1 million for improve-
ments to the wall and
paving of the car park at
East Street in downtown,
Kingston, which serves the
Civil Division of the
Kingston and St. Andrew
Parish Court.

      Minister Chuck said
the signing represents
another push to move the
justice system forward.
      “There can be no
doubt that the commitment
to transform the justice
system in Jamaica is quite
evident,” he said.
      Mr. Chuck was speak-
ing at the signing ceremony
at the Ministry’s Constant

Spring headquarters on
November 8.
      He also indicated that
an assessment will be
conducted in short order
to determine which other
courts need repairs, air-
conditioning and equip-
ment.
      Remedial works have
been undertaken at Justice
Square in downtown,
Kingston, the St. Ann’s
Bay and Port Antonio
courthouses, the Family
Court in Montego Bay,
among others.
      Mr. Chuck assured that
the Ministry is doing every-
thing to ensure that court
facilities are attractive to
court staff, judges and
members of the public.
      Since 2010, more than
$1 billion has been spent
on the courts. 

JAMAICA HAS exceeded
all macro-economic targets
for the 14th and final quar-
terly test under the Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).
      Co-Chair of the
Economic Programme
Oversight Committee
(EPOC), Richard Byles,
made the comment while
addressing a press briefing
at the Sagicor offices in
Kingston, on November 10. 

“This is not just a pass,
but a very big pass for
Jamaica for this 14th quar-
terly test,” he said.
     Mr. Byles  noted that
for the quarter ending
September, the Net
International Reserves
(NIR) stood at US$2.47 bil-
lion, exceeding the target

by over US$600 million.
The country also sur-
passed the primary sur-
plus target by some $21
billion, to achieve a pri-
mary balance of $53.6
billion.

      Jamaica also outper-
formed targets for taxes
and grants to record
approximately $235 billion
for the first six months of
the fiscal year. This
exceeded the target by
some $13 billion. This is
11.6 per cent above the fig-
ures for the similar period
last year.
      “This is a trend we
have noticed for quite a
while and I think the
authorities should be con-
gratulated for that. It also
reflects a strengthening
economy that the taxes
(are performing well), par-
ticularly company taxes,
which is based on profits;
and pay as you earn
(PAYE), which means
people are employed for-
mally,” Mr. Byles said.

CABINET HAS decided
to remove the General
Consumption Tax (GCT)
on a long list of agricultural
inputs.
      This announcement
was made by Minister of
Industry, Commerce,
Agriculture and Fisheries,
Hon. Karl Samuda, during
the sitting of the House of
Representatives on
November 8.
      Some of the agricul-
tural inputs include semi-
trailers, chain wire fenc-
ing; cooling and storage
tanks, multipurpose fish-
feeding machines, artifi-
cial insemination equip-
ment, laboratory equip-
ment, and medicaments
and supplements.
      Mr. Samuda said the
amendments seek to
ensure that farmers have

access to modern equip-
ment and inputs.
      “The current list of
zero-rated items for the
sector is too limited. Our
vision for agriculture is
bigger and we must
empower our farmers to
enter the modern era,” Mr.
Samuda said.
      Cabinet also agreed to
remove the rate of Special
Consumption Tax now
payable on alcohol used in
the manufacturing process.
      “This is consistent with
our pro-growth strategy as
we attempt to attract
investment in the two most
economic areas of our
country – the manufactur-
ing and the agricultural
sectors,” Mr. Samuda said.
      The revenue to be
given up is estimated at
$4.2 billion per annum.

THE MINISTRY of
Education, Youth and
Information is looking to
start a Staff Wellness
Programme for teachers
and school administrators,
following preliminary dis-
cussions with the Jamaica
Teachers’ Association
(JTA).
      Portfolio Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, said the programme
is being considered against
the background of the
recent sudden death of
Spanish Town High
teacher, Shanorayo
Hemmings-Neil, as well as
other potential stress fac-
tors, including financial
stressors, family issues and
serious health conditions.
      “With conditions such
as these, a staff wellness
programme becomes an
essential need. A teachers’
wellness programme,

therefore, means support
for their physical, emotion-
al and professional well-
being,” he said.
      The Minister was
speaking at a post-Cabinet
press briefing, held on
November 9, at the Office

of the Prime Minister.
      Senator Reid said sup-
porting the well-being of
school employees by pro-
moting healthy behaviours
at school and at home will
foster a culture of health
among staff.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left)
and Chairman of the Economic Growth Council
(EGC), Michael Lee-Chin, sign a declaration of
intent, during a ceremony at the Courtleigh
Auditorium on November 7.

Government Removes GCT 
on Agricultural Inputs

Jamaica Exceeds All Targets

Co-Chairman of the
Economic Programme
Oversight Committee,
Richard Byles

Education Ministry Explores Wellness
Programme for Teachers

Minister of Education, Youth and Information
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid speaking at a recently
held JIS Think Tank at the Agency’s Head Office. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) with Indian High
Commissioner, His Excellency Mr M. Sevala Naik, (left) and Senator Aubyn
Hill, Special Investment Ambassador to India, during a courtesy call at
Jamaica House on November 9. Prime Minister Holness said he looks forward
to working with the High Commissioner to re-invigorate the relationship
between both countries by exploring opportunities for investment 
in the areas of health, education and road infrastructure.
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