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Gov’t Undertaking Major Road Improvement Projects
THE GOVERNMENT

has finalised arrange-
ments with the

Export-Import (EXIM) Bank
of China to access loan
funding for road improve-
ment projects in the south-
eastern and southwestern
sections of Jamaica.
      Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness said
the projects will cost US$384
million. Of the sum, US$57
million will be provided by
the Jamaican government.
      He was speaking at a
press conference at Jamaica
House on June 16.
      The works in the south-
eastern end of the island
will cover construction of a
four-lane highway from
Harbour View to Bull Bay in
St. Andrew, with upgrading

of the road between Bull
Bay and Morant Bay in St.
Thomas.
      The thoroughfare from
Morant Bay to Cedar Valley
and from Morant Bay to
Port Antonio will also be
improved.
      Mr. Holness said this
development is not being
considered as a toll road. 
      “We believe this is a
cost-effective plan as it will
reduce the need for massive
land acquisition. It would
also reduce the negative
impact on communities and
the environment. This plan
gives access, gives a better
road, reduces cost and still
achieves the objectives that
we want it to,” he said.
      For the southwestern end
of the island, the Govern-

ment will be extending
Highway 2000 to include a
toll road from May Pen,
Clarendon to Mandeville,

Manchester. The revenues
generated from this leg will
partially support the repay-
ment of the loan.

Over $1.4 Billion Disbursed 
to High Schools
THE MINISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation has disbursed
more than $1.4 billion in
tuition support to high
schools, enabling their
early preparation for the
2016/17 academic year.

      The Government had
pledged the early dis-
bursement of the funds,
following an announcement
to abolish auxiliary fees
in high schools.  
      Speaking at a post-
Cabinet press briefing at
the Office of the Prime

Minister on June 15,
Portfolio Minister, Senator
the Hon. Ruel Reid, said
this is the first time the
subvention has been
made available ahead of
the customary August date.
      “The Government made
this promise and has kept
its commitment,” Mr. Reid
said.
      He informed that the
allocation is the first of
the four tranches of pay-
ments to be made for the
school year. The second
tranche will be made in
September, the third in
December, and the final in
April 2017.  
      The budget for
tuition support has been
increased to $3.9 billion
from $2.6 billion for the
last academic year.

JAMAICA HAS benefited
from the first major invest-
ment under the ‘Shovel-
Ready’ programme. 
      Minister of Tourism,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett, on
June 14 signed a contract
with Karisma Hotels and
Resorts for the construction
of 5,000 new hotel rooms
in Llandovery, St. Ann.
      The project is to be
undertaken over the next
five to ten years, with
some 8,000 jobs to be cre-
ated.
      Minister Bartlett, who
spoke to JIS News after
the brief ceremony held at
Devon House, said that the
Shovel-Ready project aims
to attract local and foreign
investments by offering
pre-packaged projects.
      The aim is to fast-track
investments in the sector.
“We are preparing the site,
the regulatory agreements,
the National Environment and
Planning Agency agreements,

all those arrangements so
that when the investor comes,
everything is already in
place. In that way, we
get a quicker turnaround
time for the development
and the build-out of the
hotels,” he explained. 
      The Shovel-Ready pro-
ject is a collaborative

initiative of the Tourism
Enhancement Fund and
JAMPRO. 
      Karisma Hotels and
Resorts is a fast-growing
Florida-based operator of
theme and high-end boutique
properties.
      The company is spending
US$45 million on the con-

struction of a 149-room
property in Negril.

Significant Drop in School Violence

THE GOVERNMENT is
targeting an investment
of US$3 billion in the
water sector, to be achieved
within the next 10 years.
      This is according to
Minister without Port-
folio in the Ministry of
Economic Growth and
Job Creation, Hon. Dr.
Horace Chang, who was
speaking at a post-
Cabinet press briefing at
the Office of the Prime
Minister on June 15.
      He said the Govern-
ment will be systemati-
cally seeking increases in
the level of public-private
partnerships to achieve
the target.
      “There is a requirement
for capital investment in
water to ensure that we
have a reliable system;
one that has acceptable
levels of non-revenue
water, and one that will
make our urban centres,
and in particular the
Kingston metropolitan
region and some small
rural districts, drought

resistant in the face of
climate change,” he noted.
      Dr. Chang said that
in the meantime, the
Government intends to
make urban centres
drought resilient, as well
as develop an adequate
and satisfactory sewage
treatment system.
      He pointed out that
the capital budget for
water is now $8.7 billion,
but said he hopes to
eventually push this to
$12 billion per financial
year.

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (left), signs a
contract with Karisma Hotel and Resorts' Vice-President
of Corporate Affairs & Business Development, Ruben
Becerra (right), on June 14 at Devon House.

Gov’t to Spend US$3 Billion 
in Water Sector

“The
Government
made this 

promise and has
kept its 

commitment.” 

First Major Investment Under Shovel-Ready Programme

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness at the
press conference at Jamaica House on June 16.

Minister without portfolio in the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. J. C. Hutchinson (right), listens to Managing Director, Newport
Fersan (Jamaica) Limited, Dennis Valdez (left), during a tour of the fertiliser
company’s Wherry Wharf complex at Newport East, in Kingston, on June 14. At
centre is Acting Chief Executive Officer, Rural Agricultural Development Authority
(RADA), Peter Thompson. The Government is to partner with  Newport Fersan
(Jamaica) Limited to establish 186 gardens in public schools across
the island. The gardens are to provide crops for the schools’ breakfast
programme.

186 School Gardens to be Established

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness, says the Security
and Safety in Schools
Programme has resulted
in a significant drop in
violence.
      According to the Prime
Minister, the programme,
which was implemented
while he was Minister of
Education, has provided
schools with the capacity
to tackle social ills, and the
successes are now being
reaped.
      He said between 2012
and 2013, a total of 915
fights were reported, and in
2014-2015, that number
was reduced by 14 per cent
to 786. Some 1,876 weapons
were found in schools for
the similar period, and that
was reduced by 17 per cent
to 987.
      Mr. Holness was deliv-
ering the keynote address
at a Security and Ethics
Conference, organised by
the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Information, and

the Ministry of National
Security, on June 14, at the
Jamaica Pegasus hotel.
      He said the number of
thefts fell from 160 in
2012-2013 to 64 in 2014-
2015, a 64 per cent reduction.
      “This figure was usually
very high when there was

not a policy regulating
the use of cellular phones
in schools,” Mr. Holness
also noted that robberies
were also down 84 per
cent during the review
period.
      Under the programme
Deans of Discipline and other

personnel were appointed to
curb anti-social behaviour
in schools.
      “The creation of those
posts helped significantly,
to ease the burden on
teachers, who had to play
that role,” he told the
audience.

Minister without Portfolio
in the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Growth and Job
Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace
Chang.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) in discussion with Minister of
National Security, Hon. Robert Montague (left), while the Minister of Education, Youth
and Information, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (right), looks on. The occasion was a
Security and Ethics Conference, held on June 14, at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, in
New Kingston.
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