
PROVISIONAL DATA
from the Jamaica
Tourist Board (JTB)

show that a record 4.3 mil-
lion tourists visited Jamaica
in 2017.
      This, according to Tourism
Minister, Hon. Edmund
Bartlett, represents a 12.1
per cent increase over
arrivals in 2016.
      “We broke the four mil-
lion mark in December and
by the end of the month we
had gone to 4.3 million
arrivals. This figure com-
prised 2,353,461 stopover
arrivals and 1,946,780 cruise
passengers, providing a rev-
enue flow of approximately
US$3 billion,” he said.
      The Minister was
speaking at the official
opening of the Knutsford
Express bus service depot at
the Sangster International
Airport in Montego Bay on
January 9.
      Mr. Bartlett said the
historic tourism out-turns
for 2017 were milestone
achievements for Jamaica,

noting that “it is the first
time that…we brought more
than 500,000 additional
visitors in a single calendar
year.”
      Noting that Jamaica
earned US$2.56 billion in
2016, he said last year’s

revenue inflow indicates
that “we have (generated)
nearly US$500 million of
additional earnings in one
single year.”
      Against this back-
ground, Mr. Bartlett lauded
the industry’s stakeholders,

including entrepreneurs and
workers, for their collective
contribution to the exponen-
tial growth in visitor arrivals
and earnings in 2017. He
was also optimistic that this
momentum will continue in
2018.

Record 4.3 Million Tourist 
Arrivals in 2017

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (centre), officially opens the Knutsford Express
depot at the Sangster International Airport in Montego Bay on January 9.  Others (from left)
are: Executive Director of Knutsford Express, Anthony Copeland; Chairman, Gordon
Townsend; President, Montego Bay Chamber of Commerce, T’Shura Gibbs; and Chief
Executive Officer, Knutsford Express, Oliver Townsend.

THE GOVERNMENT,
through the Ministry of
National Security, is
acquiring an additional
six helicopters and four
airplanes, valued at
US$48.98 million, for
the Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF).
      The helicopters, along
with tools, equipment
and a five-year servicing
package, are valued
US$47.4 million and will
be used for evacuations/
transportation and training.
      The airplanes, which
will be used for training,
are valued US$1.58 mil-
lion.    
      In 2017, the Ministry
acquired two ships, val-
ued US$26.4 million,
for the JDF Coast Guard,
while a surveillance
plane, which will be
commissioned into service
later this year, was pur-
chased at a cost of
US$16.9 million.

      The acquisitions,
representing an overall
US$92.8 million invest-
ment, are part of the
Ministry’s Five Pillar
Crime Reduction Strategy,
specifically focused on
retooling and equipping
the security forces to boost
their operational capacity.
      Portfolio Minister,
Hon. Robert Montague,
says the equipment are
part of the Government’s
thrust to further protect
Jamaica’s borders, conduct
search and rescue mis-
sions and monitor the
island’s fishing resources.
      Against the back-
ground that the security
forces seized over 850
illegal guns and nearly
22,000 rounds of ammu-
nition in 2017, Mr.
Montague contends that
“this investment of US$92.8
million…is money well
spent to secure Jamaica’s
borders.”

More Resources for the JDF

MINISTER OF Transport
and Mining, Hon. Mike
Henry, has hailed the sign-
ing of a J$5 billion (US$40
million) loan agreement
between MBJ Airports and
Scotiabank Jamaica for the
upgrading of the Sangster
International Airport in
Montego Bay.
      He said that in addi-
tion to providing world-
class travel facilities, the
improvements to be under-
taken will ensure the air-
port’s continued compli-
ance with international
aviation standards.
      “Jamaica can boast
that we have been named
one of the most improved
areas in safety having
reached 83 per cent by
international aviation stan-
dards. As we embark on
transforming the airport
into a world-class facility,
we will also ensure the air-
port’s continued compli-
ance with local and inter-
national standards for safety
and aviation security,” he
added.
      Minister Henry was
speaking at the official
signing ceremony held on
January 9 at the airport. He
commended Scotiabank
for its support in financing
the loan. 

      “I am comforted that
we have [a] strong partner
in this initiative. The part-
nership provides a refreshing
view of the positive impact
that Scotiabank has made
on the Jamaican economy
but more importantly, as a
partner with MBJ and with
all of those who are going
to be involved in the aero-
space industry,” he pointed
out.
      The seven-year loan
will be used to resurface
the taxiways and aprons;
complete renovation of the
ticketing area to include
new air conditioning sys-
tem; renovation of the rest-
rooms in the ticketing and
departure areas; imple-
mentation of new security
systems; among other
projects. 

Minister Henry Welcomes Loan 
Agreement for Upgrading of 
Sangster Airport

Minister of Transport and
Mining, Hon. Mike Henry

Three-Day Cabinet Retreat Held at OPM

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right) leads discussions at a Cabinet Retreat held
from January 10-12 at the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM). The Cabinet discussed matters relating to
the on-going public sector wage negotiations, issues of national security and safety, economic growth
and the upcoming 2018/2019 Budget.

ORACABESSA PRIMARY
School in St. Mary will be
getting a new bus, valued
at approximately $8.4 mil-
lion, under the
Government of Japan’s
Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Human
Security Project.
      An agreement for the
provision was signed by
Education, Youth and

Information Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid,
and Japan’s Ambassador
to Jamaica, His Excellency
Hiromasa Yamakazi, at
the Office of the Prime
Minister on January 10.
      Senator Reid said the
donation was timely and
welcomed, in light of the
need for a bus to provide
dedicated transportation
at Oracabessa Primary,
which has a student popu-
lation of over 900.
      The National Edu-
cation Trust (NET), which

falls under the Ministry,
will oversee the procure-
ment process for the bus.
      He noted that the Jap-
anese Government remains
a “very valuable partner”
in the Administration’s
quest to further improve
Jamaica’s education system.
      “The Grassroots Pro-
gramme is indicative of
your own understanding
of the value of education
in improving the life
chances of people and
economy of nations,” the
Minister added.

      Senator Reid reiterated
his vision of developing a
comprehensive national
school bus system, noting
that the Japanese Gov-
ernment’s support would
help to lay the foundation
for realising this.
      “We need about 1,000
buses to cover schools
(across) Jamaica. I have
that particular aspiration,
not only for safety, but to
get our students to school
on time and in a managed
and regulated way,” Senator
Reid indicated.

Education, Youth and Information Minister, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid (centre),
National Security Minister, Hon. Robert Montague (2nd left), and Principal of
Oracabessa Primary School, Gregory Davis (right), display a symbolic cheque for
US$67,515 (approximately J$8.4 million), which was presented by Japan’s
Ambassador to Jamaica, His Excellency Hiromasa Yamazaki (left), to purchase a
new school bus for Oracabessa Primary School. The presentation was made
at the Office of the Prime Minister on January 10. Looking on is Howard Foster,
General Sales and Marketing Manager for Toyota Jamaica Limited. 

Government of Japan to Provide New School Bus 
for Oracabessa Primary

MORE THAN 248,000
Jamaicans accessed bene-
fits using their National
Health Fund (NHF) cards
at participating pharmacies
across the island in 2017.
      Chief Executive Officer
at the NHF, Everton
Anderson, said that approx-
imately 4.11 million claims
were submitted in com-
parison to 4.10 million by
over 239,000 individuals
in 2016.  
      “Arising from these
claims, NHF spent just
over $4.3 billion in sub-
sidy payment for NHF
cardholders, which is
slightly more than the
$4.1 billion paid out in
2016,” he informed.
      Patients with hyper-
tension had the highest
number of claims with
19,913; arthritis, 12,999;
vascular disease, 12,778;

and high cholesterol with
12,405 claims. 
      Meanwhile, there was a
five per cent increase in the
number of persons enrolling
for the Jamaica Drugs for
the Elderly Programme
(JADEP) with 11,499 per-
sons over the age of 60
years signing up com-
pared to 10,937 in 2016. 

      Overall, NHF enrol-
ment increased by three
per cent, moving to 29,472,
up from 28,557 in 2016.
      In addition, under the
Public-Private Sector Phar-
macy Partner Programme,
approximately 55,000
prescriptions were filled
for public patients in 17
private pharmacies locat-
ed in Kingston and St.
Andrew, May Pen and
Montego Bay.
      Mr. Anderson said the
Fund is committed to
increasing access to quality
pharmaceuticals for Jam-
aicans and “will continue
to provide support to
reduce the burden of health
care costs, especially as
we focus on improving
the delivery of pharmacy
services in the public sector
in 2018.”

Over 248,000 NHF Cardholders Accessed 
Benefits in 2017
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Chief Executive Officer of
the National Health Fund
(NHF), Everton Anderson
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