
UNITED STATES
Secretary of State,
Rex Tillerson, has

lauded the Government for
the important progress made
in combating lottery scam-
ming and gave assurance of
the US Government’s con-
tinued support to Jamaica’s
security forces and criminal
justice system.
      Mr. Tillerson said he
appreciated the country’s
close cooperation with US
authorities to extradite sus-
pected lotto scammers to
the US and welcomed the
establishment of a bilateral
lottery scam task force.
      He was addressing a
joint press conference at the
Office of the Prime
Minister on February 7, fol-
lowing bilateral talks with
Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness.
      The US Secretary of
State also noted the Jam-
aican Government’s com-
mitment to countering nar-
cotics trafficking and
transnational criminal orga-
nisations.
      “It is in both of our
countries’ interests to work

together to investigate
crimes, share intelligence,
conduct asset seizures where
it is legal and appropriate to
do so, and bolster existing
anti-corruption and anti-
gang programmes,” he
pointed out.
      In his remarks, Prime
Minister Holness expressed
gratitude for the “high levels
of support” provided by the
US to Jamaica over the

years, especially in the
areas which have assisted in
meeting the country’s
national development goals.
      “In particular, we have
greatly valued America’s
efforts to disrupt transna-
tional crime through continued
support to effectively patrol
Jamaica’s maritime space.
We agreed to deepen our
cooperation in this regard,”
he said.

      Mr. Holness informed
that both countries had
“frank and candid dialogue”
on various matters including:
strengthening security co-
operation in order to more
effectively combat trans-
national organised crime;
boosting the US/Jamaica eco-
nomic partnership; exploring
opportunities to broaden
US/CARICOM engagement;
and energy security.
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New Road Traffic Bill Passed 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) and United States Secretary of
State, Rex Tillerson, shake hands following a joint press conference at the Office of the
Prime Minister on February  7. Mr. Tillerson was on a one-day working visit to Jamaica.

Linstead Hospital A&E Reopened After 
$144 Million Renovation

THE NEW Road Traffic
Bill, which will repeal
and replace the existing
1938 Act, was passed in
the House of Represen-
tatives on February 6.
      The legislation, piloted
by Minister of Transport
and Mining, Hon. Mike
Henry, was approved
with 131 amendments. It
will establish new
offences, as well as pro-
vide increased penalties
for breaches.
      Among the features
are a restriction on hand-
held devices; and a
requirement for drivers
to have a licence in their
possession while operating
a vehicle.
      Offences under the
Bill include driving with-
out the required motor
vehicle insurance cover-
age ($20,000); driving a
motor vehicle without
being the holder of a per-
mit or driver’s licence
($40,000); failure of
driver to obey traffic light
($24,000); loud noises
within silent zones and
failure to wear a protec-
tive helmet ($5,000);
failure to comply with
traffic signs ($10,000);
and failure to stop at
pedestrian crossings
($12,000).
      Minister Henry hailed
the support from both

sides of the Lower House
for the legislation, which,
he pointed out, is intended
to reduce injuries and
loss of life on the
nation’s roads.
      “We would save the
health sector millions of
dollars and make greater
contributions to economic
growth and development,
with less grief on the
road,” he said.
      The Bill proposes
that acceptable alcohol
levels shall not exceed
0.02 per cent for regular
drivers.
      Drugs, other than
alcohol, which are now
not included, are intended
to be provided for with
the appropriate test and
thresholds established in
the Regulations.
      The legislation will
now go to the Senate for
debate and approval.

THE CEREMONIAL Ope-
ning of the new session of
Parliament will take place
on Thursday, February 15
at 11:00 a.m., at a joint
meeting of the Senate and
the House of Repre-
sentatives.
      The opening, which
marks the beginning of the
legislative year (2018/
2019), will feature the tra-
ditional delivery of the
Throne Speech by Governor-
General, His Excellency
the Most Hon. Sir Patrick
Allen.
      The Throne Speech
will outline the priority
programmes and policies
to be pursued by the
Government during the
new fiscal year.
      After the ceremony,
the House of Represen-
tatives will reconvene at
2:00 p.m. for the tabling of

the 2018/2019 Estimates
of Expenditure by the
Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw.
      The Estimates will
provide details of how much

the Government intends to
spend on recurrent (house-
keeping) business and capital
(development) projects.

Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir
Patrick Allen (centre), examines the Guard of Honour
mounted by members of the Jamaica Defence Force at
the Ceremonial Opening of Parliament in 2017.

APPLICATIONS FOR the
Special Early Retirement
Programme (SERP), which
is being undertaken through
the Ministry of Finance and
the Public Service, will
close  on February 16, 2018.
      Under the programme,
which opened on Janaury 2,
2018, public sector employees
50 to 59 years of age who are
under the non-contributory
Government pension scheme,
can opt to be separated
voluntarily from their jobs.
      Speaking at a Jamaica
Information Service (JIS)
‘Think Tank’, on February 7,
Deputy Financial Secre-
tary, Strategic Human
Resource Management at
the Ministry of Finance,
Wayne Jones, noted that
the SERP is part of the
public sector transformation
programme.

      Additionally, he expla-
ined that the measure is
also an effort to manage
the public sector wage bill.

      However, he pointed
out that “the public sector
transformation initiative is
ultimately about service
delivery and service effi-
ciency,” and noted that this
is the reason for the
exemption of some groups
from the programme. 
      These groups include
members of the security
forces, teachers and health-
care professionals.  
      Mr. Jones said that
eligible persons may
apply for the programme
through their Human
Resources Department.
      Successful applicants
will receive an incentive
of two weeks’ salary for
each year of service up to a
maximum of one year’s
salary.
      Additionally, approved
applicants will receive, as

part of their package,
pay for vacation leave not
taken.
      Interested persons may
contact SERP at 778-5581 or
email  serp2017@mof.gov.jm.
      

Special Early Retirement Programme Closes February 16

THE ACCIDENT and
Emergency (A&E) Depart-
ment at the Linstead
Hospital in St. Catherine
was officially reopened on
February 6, following
extensive renovation at a
cost of $144. 98 million.
      The work, undertaken
through funding from the
National Health Fund
(NHF), included infra-
structure upgrade; new
furniture and equipment;
installation of a new air
conditioning system; up-
grading of the medical gas
system; added amenities
for staff; spacious area for
patients; and comfortable
treatment and examination
rooms.
      The project is intended
to meet the high demand
for emergency treatment
and improve the quality of
patient care.
      Minister of Health, Dr.
the Hon. Christopher Tufton,
who reopened the facility
informed that eight hospi-
tals have had their A& E
units upgraded and others
will be expanded over the
next financial year.

      Meanwhile, Dr. Tufton
said strategies to reduce
waiting time at public
health facilities are bearing
fruit. 
      The measures include
improving customer service
and assessment, redirecting
non-emergency cases to the
closest designated primary-
care health centre, and
extending the opening hours
of clinics by up to five
hours.

      “We have seen
improvement; a reduction
of up to 50 per cent in the
waiting time in those hos-
pitals where we have put
that mechanism in place,”
the Minister said. 
      He noted that customer
service has also improved
at the facilities and work
is underway to upgrade the
skills of persons doing pre-
screening of patients.

Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries Minister, Hon. Karl Samuda
(right), is shown cassava reaped from the farm of Vijay Smith in Chovey, St.
Mary, by employee, Sheldon Lopez (left), during a tour of the property on
February 7. Looking on (from 2nd left) are: Councillor/Caretaker for the
Bellefield Division of the St. Mary Municipal Council, Joe Robinson; and
Member of Parliament for South East St. Mary, Dr. Norman Dunn.

Minister Samuda Tours Farms in St. Mary
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Ceremonial Opening of Parliament February 15 

The entrance to the Accident and Emergency
Department at the Linstead Hospital in St. Catherine,
which was officially reopened on February 6, following
extensive renovation at a cost of $144.98 million.
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