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Strong Bilateral Relations Between Jamaica and EU 
PRIME MINISTER

the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness has

emphasised Jamaica’s strong
and long standing relation-
ship with the European
Union (EU).
   In a meeting held at the
Office of the Prime Minister
on December 14, Prime
Minister Holness and  EU
Ambassador to Jamaica,
Malgorzata Wasilewska
spoke on many areas of
support and partnership
established over the years
between Jamaica and the
EU.
      Mr. Holness noted that
the Government will continue
to develop strong ties with
the 28 countries of the EU. 
      He also highlighted
Jamaica’s focus on eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation as a means of trans-
forming the society. He
further reiterated the country’s
commitment to reducing
crime and violence and out-

lined several Government
initiatives as part of Plan
Secure Jamaica.
      Meanwhile, Ambassador
Wasilewska pointed out the
EU’s strong contribution to
justice and issues related to
the development of Jamaica.

       In addition, she expressed
support to the Administration’s
interest in promoting trans-
parency, women’s rights
and its focus on social
development.
      The Prime Minister and
Ambassador Wasilewska

pledged to collaborate closer
to fine-tune areas of mutual
interest between Jamaica
and the EU. He also
thanked the EU for being a
significant partner and
largest provider of grant
funding to Jamaica.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) shares in conversation with
European Union Ambassador to Jamaica, Malgorzata Wasilewska during a meeting
held at the Office of the Prime Minister.

JAMAICA IS on track to
meet the quantitative per-
formance criteria and
indicative targets under the
new precautionary stand-
by agreement with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).
      Co-Chair of the Econo-
mic Programme Oversight
Committee (EPOC), Keith
Duncan, gave assurance
that with the positive
macroeconomic indicators
for the October review
period, the country will
likely meet the targets for
December.
      “After reviewing the
numbers, we are cautiously
optimistic that with two
months left in the review
period, which is at the end
of December 2016, we
should be on track to make
our targets,” he said.
      Mr. Duncan was giving
a report at a media briefing
at the Sagicor Life
Building in New Kingston
on December 13.
      He said the primary
balance for Central Gov-
ernment for October was

already ahead of the $54-
billion target for December,
achieving $56.2 billion.
      Tax revenues also
continue to surpass tar-
gets, achieving $245.9
billion for October, ahead
of a target of $241.2 bil-
lion. Non-borrowed Net
International Reserves
(NIR) for the month were
US$1.422 million, on track
to achieve the December
target of US$1.405 million.
      EPOC had its first
meeting under the new
economic programme on
December 9.

Ja on Track to Meet Targets

Co-Chair of the Economic
Programme Oversight Com-
mittee (EPOC), Keith Duncan

THE JAMAICA Tourist
Board (JTB) has signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with
United States-based online
company Airbnb Inc. for the
promotion of the country’s
tourism product, particu-
larly in the area of accom-
modation.
      Airbnb is an online
marketplace that connects
people wanting to rent
their homes and spaces
with people needing
affordable accommodation.
      Minister of Tourism,
Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
said the two-year agree-
ment “establishes a frame-
work for cooperation to
further boost and diversify
Jamaica’s tourism product
as we seek to attract five
million arrivals in five
years and to earn US$5
billion.”
      He said it will provide
visitors with access to eco-
nomical easy-to-find lodging,
as well as create income
for ordinary Jamaicans, by
allowing them to rent their

homes/rooms to visitors.
      Minister Bartlett, who
was addressing the signing
ceremony held at the JTB’s
New Kingston offices on
December 13, said the MOU

provides the opportunity to
create positive travel
experiences for visitors to
the island, and expose
them to Jamaica’s rich cul-
ture and warm hospitality.

      Benefits will flow back
to communities from the
sale of craft, entertainment,
transportation and tour-
guide services.
      More than 100,000,000
people have used the Airbnb
platform to visit more than
34,000 cities in 191 coun-
tries around the world. 

JTB Partners With Airbnb to Promote Tourism Product

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (left), prepares to affix his signature to a
Memorandum of Understanding, which will see the Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB)
partnering with Airbnb Inc. to promote the country’s tourism product. Looking on (from
right) are Director of Tourism, Paul Pennicook; Chairman, JTB, John Lynch; and Public
Policy Director for Central America and the Caribbean, Airbnb Inc., Shawn Sullivan.
The signing ceremony was held on December 13 at the JTB’s New Kingston offices.

THE MINISTER without
portfolio in the Office of
the Prime Minister, Hon.
Dr. Horace Chang, says Jam-
aica’s Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) sector
will be improved through
specialised training.

      The Government is
targeting the BPO sector
for significant growth which
will positively impact
the administration’s growth
target for the economy.
     Speaking at a meeting
with representatives of some

of the island’s tertiary insti-
tutions and key Government
agencies on December 12,
Dr. Chang said specialised
training in the BPO sector
will increase the Govern-
ments’ ability to create
jobs.
     “BPOs are often viewed
as call centres offering cheap
labour. We must change the
image of the sector through
skills training,” he said.  
      In this regard, Minister
Chang said the HEART
TRUST/NTA will lead the
national effort and will
develop a programme to
have persons trained in
the particular areas.
      It is expected that the
work plan for the pro-
gramme will be submitted
by mid-January.
      For the past six years,
Jamaica’s BPO industry has
experienced tremendous
growth, with over 40 com-
panies operating in the
Information and Communi-
cations Technology (ICT)/
BPO Sector. 

Government to Provide Training
for the BPO Sector

Work on Disabilities Codes and Regulations 
to Begin January
WORK IS expected to begin
in January 2017 on the
codes and regulations for
the Jamaica Council for
Persons with Disabilities
(JCPD).
      Minister of Labour
and Social Security, Hon.
Shahine Robinson, made the
disclosure at the national
church service for Disa-
bilities Awareness Week
held recently at the Grace
Baptist Church in May
Pen, Clarendon.
      She said the work
should be completed within
10 months, following which,
the documents will go to
the Chief Parliamentary
Counsel (CPC) for review.
Drafting instructions for the

regulations are being pre-
pared to be sent to the CPC. 
      The codes and regu-
lations follow the passage
of the Disabilities Act in
2014 and will set the mini-
mum standards on how
the public is to interact with
persons with disabilities.
      They will also guide
the participation of per-
sons with disabilities in
society and will state the
penalties for discrimination.
Preliminary information to
assist in the formulation of
these codes and regulations
was gathered from island
wide stakeholder consul-
tations last year.
      Minister Robinson
indicated that funding will

be made available through
the World Bank’s Social
and Economic Inclusion
of Persons with Disabilities
Project to draft the codes
relating to Edu-
cation and Training,
and Employment.

Top IT Student Receives Laptop

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Dr. the Hon. Andrew Wheatley (right),
presents a laptop and a plaque to Campion College student, Desmond Edwards,
during a courtesy call on the Minister at the Ministry’s New Kingston offices on
December 14. At left is Chief Executive Officer, Universal Service Fund, Suzette
Buchanan. Desmond received top marks for the entire region in Information
Technology in the Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) examinations.

Minister without portfolio
in the Office of the Prime
Minister, Hon. Dr. Horace
Chang

Minister of Labour and
Social Security, Hon.
Shahine Robinson
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