
PRIME MINISTER
the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness says

the restoration of citizens’
trust and confidence in the
security forces is key to the
success of the Zones of
Special Operations (ZOSO)
initiative.
      He noted that in gaining
their trust, citizens will be
more inclined to assist the
security forces in their bid to
rid communities of criminal
elements.
      “Your job is to convert
the citizens into your crime
fighting allies,” the Prime
Minister told senior Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF)
officers at a special meeting,
held at the Police Officers’
Club in Kingston, on
August 23.
      Mr. Holness said the
security forces can ensure
the cooperation of citizens
by not infringing on their
rights, which is stipulated in
the legislation governing the
operation of the zones – the
Law Reform (Zones of
Special Operations) (Special
Security and Community
Development Measures) Act.

      The legislation, which
was passed in Parliament
recently, aims to contain
crime while safeguarding
the human rights of residents
and promoting community
development through social
intervention initiatives.
      The law establishes a
strict accountability frame-
work to ensure these human
rights are protected and that

the security forces account
for their actions within the
zones.
      The Prime Minister can
only declare an area a zone
of special operations after
the Chief of Defence Staff
and Police Commissioner,
as members of the National
Security Council, have
advised him so to do in
writing.  

      “The idea behind the
zones is not to suspend the
rights of citizens in order to
fight crime,” Mr. Holness
underscored. 
      For his part, Police
Commissioner, George Quallo,
gave the JCF’s commitment
to work with the Jamaica
Defence Force to achieve
the desired outcomes of the
undertaking. 

Citizens’ Trust Key to ZOSO’s
Success – PM Marked Improvements in 2017

CSEC/CAPE Exams

ADVT.

THE MINISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation is reporting marked
improvements in the results
of the 2017 Caribbean
Secondary Education
Certificate (CSEC) and
Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examination
(CAPE) external tests,
compared to 2016.
      Portfolio Minister,
Senator the Hon. Ruel
Reid, said improved
passes were recorded by
students in 18 of the 34
subjects sat in the CSEC
examinations, while there
were improvements in 23
of 36 subjects in the
CAPE.
      Speaking at a recent
press conference at the
Ministry in Kingston,
Senator Reid said the
highest overall increase
in the CSEC was recorded
in Economics, which
improved by 12.6 per cent.
      Additionally, he said
there were increases in
the average pass rates for
Additional Mathematics, up
three per cent; Agricultural
Science Double and Single
Awards, up 2.4 and 4.4
per cent respectively;
Principles of Accounts –
eight per cent; Information
Technology – 7.3 per cent;
Technical Drawing – 7.2 per
cent; and Theatre Arts –
9.3 per cent.
      Senator Reid said
students averaged pass
rates of over 90 per cent
in Agricultural Science
Double and Single Awards;
Principles of Business;
Physical Education and
Sport; and Food and
Nutrition.

      He further stated that
English Language and
Mathematics recorded
pass rates of 70.8 and 50.2
per cent respectively.  
      The Minister noted,
however, that the outturn
for English B and Biology
declined by 13.2 and 12
per cent respectively.
      The total number of
students registering for this
year’s CSEC increased by
307 to 35,619, of whom
33,799 sat the exams.
Sixty-seven per cent (22,556)
obtained passes at grades
one to three.
      Meanwhile, Senator
Reid said there were
59,740 subject entries for
CAPE Units One and Two,
346 more than 2016. 
      He said students sat
the exams for 56,468
entries representing 95 per
of the figure, “with an
average pass rate of 89.8
per cent, compared to
86.6 per cent last year
when 59,394 subject entries
were sat.”

GOV.JM is Secure
SCIENCE, ENERGY and
Technology Minister, Dr.
the Hon. Andrew Wheatley,
is reassuring the public
that the newly launched
GOV.JM portal is secure
and will not compromise
users’ personal information.
      Speaking at a JIS
Think Tank on August 23,
Dr. Wheatley said that a
new web security policy,
which was completed
recently, stipulates that all
Government websites must
have the necessary safe-
guards in place to ensure
maximum security.
      He further said that
since 2016, there have
been two security audits of
Government websites,
adding that this is an
ongoing process.
      “We are putting addi-
tional measures in place
and constantly upgrading
the level of cybersecurity.
We are committed to
ensuring that all Government
websites are safe, and that

any information used to
transact business on these
websites is protected,” he
pointed out.
      The portal, which was
launched early August, is a
‘one-stop shop’ website that
allows persons to conduct
business with Government
agencies.
      Services and transac-
tions which are facilitated
include: tax and traffic

fine payments and queries;
motor vehicle registration;
bill payments; and appli-
cations for passport, birth,
death and marriage certifi-
cates and driver’s licences.
      The website also facil-
itates charitable donations
through the National Edu-
cation Trust (NET), appli-
cations for import and
export permits and licences,
and access to forms and
links for doing business
and investing in Jamaica.

      Dr. Wheatley said the
feedback to the portal,
since its launch, has been
very encouraging, adding
that the facility is pivotal
to the Government’s goal
of transforming Jamaica
into a truly digital
society.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) greets Police Commissioner, George
Quallo, on arrival at the Police Officers’ Club in Kingston where he addressed members
of the Jamaica Constabulary Force on the Zones of Special Operations initiative on
August 23.

Science, Energy and Technology Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Andrew Wheatley, highlights some of the features of the
new GOV.JM portal.

JAMAICA PROMOTIONS
Corporation (JAMPRO) is
reporting that 2,571 jobs
were created in the local
film industry during the
2016/17 fiscal year.
      This was 1,165 more
than the previous year’s
outturn which totalled 1,406,
Film Commissioner, Renée
Robinson, has said.
      The past financial year
also saw $300 million worth
of capital expenditure from
investments by local creative
industries stakeholders.
      This, she explained,
relates to inputs such as the
value of equipment brought
into the island by production
entities. 
      In terms of the value of
the  production budget
actually spent in Jamaica,
figures show that some
$674 million was allocated
for 2016/17.

      Noting that JAMPRO’s
Film Commission tracks
developments involving
various international pro-
ductions recorded in Jamaica
which utilise local per-
sonnel and services, Ms.
Robinson said the number of
persons hired on projects
can range between 30 and
800 persons.

      “So it really makes a
significant difference when
we have large productions
that are coming into the
island and hiring Jam-
aicans,” she stated.
      Ms. Robinson said the
multiplier effect was also
massive, as “it is not just
the hiring of the production
manager or the camera

folks, but they hire caterers,
drivers, security person-
nel…(and) if there is a
scene at a pool, they hire a
lifeguard.” 
      “Ambulances are also
 needed on set to ensure that
medical attention is avail-
able. So there is a lot of
spin-offs in jobs for the
productions that are hap-
pening on the island,” she
added.
      The Jamaica Film Com-
mission was established in
1984 and operates along-
side the Creative Industries
Unit within JAMPRO. 
      The Commission is
mandated to promote the
Jamaican film industry
through the facilitation of
activities that increase
investment, export and
employment in the
sector.

THE GOVERNMENT
has provided $93 million
to retrofit and erect street
signs as well as renovate
fire stations islandwide.
    This was announced
by Local Government and
Community Development
Minister, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie, who said $35
million will be spent on
street signs, with the
remaining $58 million
earmarked for fire stations.
    He was speaking at a
town hall meeting in
Christiana, Manchester,
on August 23. 
    Meanwhile, Mr. McKenzie
also announced that 100
additional garbage trucks
are to be acquired by the
end 2018, which will be
dispatched islandwide to
further improve solid waste
management.  

    The Minister also
advised that a street light
audit, which is being con-
ducted by 2,400 young
people, is now underway. 
    He said the information
collated will be used to
ensure that all communities
are outfitted with lights.

$93M Allocated for Street Signs 
and Fire Stations

Education, Youth and Infor-
mation Minister, Senator
the Hon. Ruel Reid

More Jobs Created in Local Film Industry

Film Commissioner at Jamaica Promotions Corporation
(JAMPRO), Renée Robinson

Local Government and
Community Development
Minister, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness and Permanent Secretary in the Office
of the Prime Minister (OPM), Audrey Sewell, share a moment with the children of staff
at the OPM who were successful in the 2017 Grade Six Achievement Test (GSAT), during
a special ceremony at Jamaica House on August 23 to honour them. The Prime Minister,
who emphasised that every child has a right to education, gave the Government’s
committment to take the necessary steps to ensure that the youth are able to access
the best educational opportunities available.

Prime Minister Honours GSAT Students
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