
P
RIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says increased

emphasis will be placed on
the education sector, as the
government seeks to accel-
erate the pace of human
resource development and
training for the population.
      “We have to double
down on what we are doing
with education. education
gets one of the largest slices
of the budget… $101.6 bil-
lion, up from $98.9 billion last
year,” he stated.
   Prime Minister Holness
stressed that there is a need
to produce the required human
resources necessary to drive
economic growth and job
creation.
      “So, we intend to focus
on the education system this
year, because we see where
it can be a binding constraint
on our economic growth
prospect. The technical and
vocational training area will

be an area of particular focus.
We have already started by
merging the national youth
Service (nyS) and the
Jamaica Foundation for
Lifelong Learning, with the
HeArT Trust/nTA,” he noted.

      Mr. Holness said the

merger is a strategic move to

create a national training

organisation, which will pro-

vide services for those mem-

bers of the population who

are not attached to any insti-

tution of training.

      “We have approximately

130,000 youngsters who are

not in school and not

attached to any training insti-

tution. We must take charge

of and train those young peo-

ple because they can, in a

short period of time, provide

the labour force that we need

to drive the new growth

industries in our country,” he

stated.

      The Prime Minister was

speaking at a celebration

event for former Principal of

Spalding High School,

Alphansus Davis, held on

April 5 at the golf View Hotel,

Mandeville.

ADVT.

neWLy APPOinTeD Minister

of industry, commerce,

Agriculture and Fisheries,

Hon. Audley Shaw, says the

government has allocated

$800 million for the

improvement of the island’s

farm road network.

      Mr Shaw, who was

speaking at the launch of

Farmers’ Month on April 4

at the Jamaica Agricultural

Society’s (JAS) church

Street headquarters in

downtown Kingston, said

the allocation, included in

the Budget for the 2018/19

fiscal year, will see the reha-

bilitation of several road-

ways, which will help to

boost agriculture.

      “As a rural Member of

Parliament for a consti-

tuency in which agriculture

is the main economic activity,

i am extremely sensitive to

the plight of farmers. As the

former Minister of Finance, i

had no hesitation in ensuring a

substantial allocation in last

year’s Budget of nearly

$500 million for the rehabil-

itation of farm roads, plus

another $800 million in this

year’s Budget for the same

purpose,” he said.

      Mr. Shaw, noted that

there is significant potential

for growth in the agricultural

sector.

      “i have already made it

abundantly clear that my

mission is to unleash the

latent potential of agricul-

ture, manufacturing and

tourism, thus, contributing

to growth in the economy

and enhancing rural devel-

opment and prosperity for

all farmers. The farmers are

at the centre of the

Ministry’s mandate,” he said.

      President of JAS, norman

grant, told JIS News that

the announcement is welcome

news for the island’s farmers,

as upgraded road conditions

will greatly improve efficiency

as well as contribute to

increased earnings in the

agricultural sector.

$800M Allocated to Repair Farm Roads

Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Audley Shaw (left),
accepts a basket of food from National Farm Queen 2017, Truddiann Ashmead
(right), during the launch of Farmers’ Month on April 4 at the Jamaica Agricultural
Society (JAS) headquarters in downtown Kingston. At centre is President of  the JAS,
Norman Grant.

THe nATiOnAL education
inspectorate (nei) 2017 report
has revealed that there are
improvements across all eight
indicators of school effective-
ness in the 189 institutions
inspected.
      Of the 189 schools
inspected by nei personnel
during the last academic year,
147 were primary while 42
were secondary. Within these
schools, the team observed
10,000 lessons, administered
12,000 questionnaires, con-
ducted 1,200 interviews, and
reviewed 2,800 documents. 
       The schools are located
across the six education
regions.
      The inspectorate indica-
tors show improvements in
areas such as leadership and
management, teaching in
support of students’ learning,
students’ progress, and cur-
riculum and enhancement
programmes.
      improvements were also
seen in students’ perform-
ance; students’ personal and
social development; use of
human and material resources;
and students’ safety, security,
health and well-being.
      Addressing a media
briefing at the Ministry’s
Heroes circle offices in

Kingston on April 4, Minister
of education, youth and
information, Senator the
Hon. ruel reid, said the
Ministry is very encouraged
by the improvement that is
taking place within schools.
      “We will continue to take
on the recommendations
made by the nei and work
with the other divisions, our
Boards and principals to cor-
rect breaches and implement
the recommendations,” he said.
      He added that already, the
nei process is linked to the
school improvement process,
and each year, the schools
use their inspection report to
complete self-evaluation, which
goes into the school
improvement plans.

Minister of Education, Youth
and Information, Senator the
Hon. Ruel Reid

NEI  Report Reveals 
Improvements in Schools

WiTHin THe next 12 months,
vendors and customers who
use the market on Hodgson
Street in Port Maria, St. Mary,
are expected to have access
to a new facility.
      This follows the signing
of a $56 million contract that
will see the commencement
of work to replace the old
structure.
      Minister of Local gov-
ernment and community
Development, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie; chairman of the
St. Mary Municipal corporation
and Mayor of Port Maria,
councillor richard creary;
Acting Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry, Marsha
Henry Martin; Acting chief

executive Officer, St. Mary
Municipal corporation, ethlyn
Douglas; and chief exec-
utive Officer, Dutch con-
struction Limited, Andrew
Smith, were the signatories.
      The signing ceremony
took place at the Ministry of
Local government and
community Development,
on Hagley Park road, on
April 5.
      The new market, which
will be able to accommodate
55 stalls, is expected to be
more conducive to cus-
tomers and vendors who
use the facility.
      Addressing the ceremony,
Mr. McKenzie said the
government is making a

concerted effort to upgrade
markets islandwide.
      He pointed out that
work is expected to com-
mence shortly, following the
ground-breaking ceremony,
which is expected to get
under way in approximately
two weeks.
      “Port Maria is critical. it
is not just a major urban/
rural centre but it is also a
part of the bread basket that
covers the eastern part of
the island, and whatever we
can do to ensure viability, it
is the intention of the gov-
ernment to do that,” he
said.

Minister of Local Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie
(2nd left), signs contract for the construction of the Port Maria Market in St. Mary, on
April 5, at the Ministry in Kingston. Also signing (from left) are Chairman of the St. Mary
Municipal Corporation and Mayor of Port Maria, Councillor Richard Creary; Acting
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry, Marsha Henry Martin; and Acting Chief Executive
Officer, St. Mary Municipal Corporation, Ethlyn Douglas.  

Dr. Wheatley Welcomes Launch 
of Lng-Fuelled Vehicles

Health Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton (seated),
examines one of two Toyota
Hiace buses donated by the
National Health Fund (NHF) at
the Pharmaceutical Division
of the NHF on Marcus Garvey
Drive in Kingston, on April 3.
Observing (from left) are
NHF Chief Executive Officer,
Everton Anderson, and Per-
manent Secretary in the
Ministry of Health, Sancia
Bennett Templer. The recipi-
ents are the North Eastern
Regional Health Authority
and the Western Regional
Health Authority.

Science, Energy and Technology Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Andrew Wheatley (left),  speaks with General Manager of IGL
Limited, Wayne Kirkpatrick, about the company’s liquefied
natural gas fuelled tractor heads at the launch at Devon
House, St. Andrew, on April 4.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right)
speaks with former Principal of the Spalding High School,
Alphansus Davis, during an event held on April 5 at the Golf
View Hotel, Mandeville.
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NHF Donates Two Toyota Hiace Buses

contract Signed for new Market in Port Maria

Science, energy and
Technology Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Andrew Wheatley, has
commended igL Limited for
being the first company in
Jamaica to introduce lique-
fied natural gas (Lng) to fuel
its vehicles.
      The gas distributor on
April 5 launched three Lng-
powered tractor heads at
Devon House in St. Andrew.
The fuel is supplied by new
Fortress energy.
      The move is expected to
reduce harmful emissions
and save on fuel costs for
the company, which is a
leading distributor of lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPg) and
the primary manufacturer
and distributor of industrial
and medical gases.
      “i want to congratulate
igL… i truly appreciate the

move, or any initiative that
seeks to reduce our carbon
footprint,” Dr. Wheatley said.
He noted that such a launch
by igL demonstrates the
company’s commitment to
energy efficiency and to the
government’s overall energy
policy developed in 2009,
which speaks to energy
diversification.
      That policy provides a
framework for the sustain-
able management of energy
resources and the develop-
ment of viable renewable
energy resources, with the
latter expected to represent
no less than 20 per cent of
the energy mix by 2030.
      The Minister pointed out
that Lng is the better choice
of fuel, as it is efficient and is
extremely suitable for long-
distance movements.
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