
Restructuring Bureaucratic System
A Priority – PM

ON THURSDAY, April 14,
Jamaicans will hear how
much the Government
intends to spend for the
fiscal year 2016/17.
      Minister of Finance
and the Public Service,
Hon. Audley Shaw, will
table the Estimates of
Expenditure in the House
of Representatives, which
will provide details on
what the Ministries and
Agencies will receive for
Recurrent (housekeeping)
and Capital (development)
expenses.
      This will be preceded
by the ceremonial opening
of Parliament in the mor-
ning, where Governor-
General, His Excellency
the Most Hon. Sir Patrick
Allen, will deliver the
Throne Speech.
      He will outline the
Government’s priorities
for the new fiscal year,
which began on April 1.
      The Estimates of Expen-
diture will be reviewed
by the Auditor General
from April 14-28, and the
Standing Finance Com-
mittee of the House will
then meet from May 3-5
to consider the Budget.

      The Finance Minister
is scheduled to open the
2016/17 Budget Debate
on May 12 when he will
inform the nation how
the Budget for the fiscal
year will be funded.
      On May 17, Opposition
Spokesman on Finance,
Dr. Peter Phillips, will make
his contribution.
      The debate will con-
tinue on May 19, with the
Leader of the Opposition,
the Most Hon. Portia
Simpson Miller, making
her contribution.
      Prime Minister the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness,
will make his presentation on
May 24. The debate is
scheduled to be closed by the
Finance Minister on May 25.

RESTRUCTURING
THE country’s bureau-
cratic system to enable

efficient and quick decision
making is among the
Government’s priorities for
its first 100 days in office.
      This was stated by
Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
during an interview with
the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) at
Jamaica House on April 7.  

      Prime Minister Holness
said reform of the country’s
bureaucratic system will
send a good signal to local
and international investors. 
      He said the Govern-
ment is also keen to fulfil
commitments made, which,

he said, is important in
promoting confidence in
the economy, as well as in
the country’s political system.
      The Prime Minister said
his Administration is com-
mitted to the preservation of
human rights, and to ensuring
that Jamaicans feel secure

and are assured that the Gov-
ernment cares about them.
      He highlighted the Gov-
ernment’s focus on eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation, noting that achieving
economic independence is
“the real expression of the
independence of a people.”

      He also said the
Government will focus on
reducing debt, increasing
markets for Jamaica, as
well as leveraging the
country’s historical assets,
geographical location and
brand to achieve economic
growth.
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$3.5 Million to Refurbish Padmore Primary

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) makes a point during an interview
with News Correspondent for African and Caribbean Social Affairs at the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Elaine Dunkley, hosted at Jamaica House on April 7. 
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THE MINISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth and Infor-
mation has committed $3.5
million for first phase
improvement works at the
Padmore Primary School
in Red Hills, St. Andrew.
      Portfolio Minister, Sen-
ator the Hon. Ruel Reid,
told JIS News that the
works will include renovation
of the bathroom facilities,
installation of a computer
laboratory, which will also
serve as a library, and
paving of the school
grounds. 
      The Minister said some
of the renovation work will
be completed ahead of the
start of the new school year in
September.  Other improve-
ments will be undertaken
over time, he informed.
      Senator Reid toured
the institution on April 7
along with Member of
Parliament for St. Andrew

West Rural, Juliet Cuthbert-
Flynn; Councillor for the
Red Hills Division, Otis
Hamilton; and a team from
the Ministry.
     The school, previously
slated for closure due to
low student enrolment and
underperformance, has made
a dramatic turnaround,

achieving 100 per cent
pass rates at the grade three
and four levels, as well as
outstanding performances
in the 2015 Grade Six
Achievement Test.
      Principal of Padmore
Primary, Keisha Hayles, who,
along with the administration
and community members,

worked tirelessly to improve
the school’s academic per-
formance, welcomed the
visit by the team from the
Ministry.

Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Hon.
Audley Shaw

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Senator the
Hon. Ruel Reid (right), looks at an article highlighting the
academic successes at the Padmore Primary School, while
students point out the features. The Minister toured the
institution located in Red Hills, St. Andrew, on April 7.

MINISTER OF Culture,
Gender, Entertainment and
Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange,
says the Government will
be giving “urgent priority”
to the provision of safe
places and rehabilitative
and reconstructive services
for survivors of domestic
and gender-based violence.
      “I have directed that
this matter be addressed as
an urgent and first order
priority in the upcoming
fiscal year,” she said.
      The Minister was
addressing the official
launch of the Domestic,
Sexual and Gender-based
Violence Project at the
Spanish Court Hotel on
April 4.
      She also stated that the
National Strategic Action

Plan to Eliminate Gender-
Based Violence in Jamaica
(NSAP-GBV) will be a crit-
ical tool in the Govern-

ment’s efforts to effectively
address the issue.
      The NSAP-GBV, now in
draft form, will be brought
before the Cabinet for
approval by the end of
May.
      The project is being
funded by the British High
Commission and the
United States Embassy in
Kingston.
      Under the project,
approximately 300 police
personnel and front-line
responders are to benefit
from training to effectively
recognise, deal with and
respond to victims of rape,
sexual harassment and
domestic violence.

PRIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew Holness
has given the Govern-
ment’s commitment to make
road safety a priority.
      Mr. Holness gave the
pledge at a meeting with
Minister of Transport and
Mining, Hon. Mike Henry,
members of the National
Road Safety Council
(NRSC), and other stake-
holder groups at the
Office of the Prime
Minister on April 7. 
      The meeting discussed
measures to address the
upsurge in road crashes,

which have claimed 111
lives since the start of the
year. The figure is six
more than the 105 fatalities
for the corresponding
period in 2015.  
      The most recent inci-
dent involved a two-vehicle
collision along the Falmouth
Bypass in Trelawny on
April 5, which claimed
three lives.
      The Prime Minister
chairs the NRSC.
      Speaking with jour-
nalists following the
meeting, Vice Chairman
of the NRSC, Dr. Lucien

Jones, welcomed the
pledge from the Prime
Minister to give critical
focus to road safety. He
also renewed his appeal
for motorists to exercise
caution on the nation’s
roads.
      Dr. Jones said the
upsurge in fatalities from
motorcycle accidents is
cause for concern.  He noted
that the Road Traffic Act
will be a critical tool in
tackling this issue, as it
will require that motorcy-
clists be licensed, trained
and regulated.

Gov’t to Focus on Road Safety

Safe Places to be Provided for Victims of 
Gender-Based Violence

Minister of Health, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (right), admires the bright smile
of Union Gardens Infant School student, Britaliya Lawrence, while Chairman of
Kirk Distributors Limited, Glen Christian, and Professional Relations Manager,  Colgate
Palmolive, Agnes Rivera (2nd right), looks on. Occasion was a tour of the ColgateMobile
Dental Unit, which was officially relaunched on April 7 at the school in Kingston.

Health Minister Relaunches Mobile 
Dental Unit
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