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THURSDAY, April 14, 2011 PEARNEL PATROE CHARLES, cD, (JLP),
Clarendon, North Central, Minister of
PURSUANT to PROCLAMATION, the Labour and Social Security.
Honourable House of Representatives metOLIVIA  ATAVIA  GRANGE, (JLP), St.
with the Senateat George William Gordon Catherine, Central, Minister ofYouth,
Housefor the Delivery of the Throne Speech. Sportsand Culture
LESTER MICHAEL HENRY, cD, (JLP),
PRESENT Clarendon, Central, Minister dfransport
and Works.
THE SPEAKER EDMUND CURTIS BARTLETT, (JLP), St. James,
HoON. DELROY HAWMIN CHuck, (JLP), St. East Central, Minister of Tourism.
Andrew, North Eastern. RUDYARD CONRAD SPENCER  (JLP),
MRS. MARISA COLLEEN DALRYMPLE- Clarendon, South Eastern, Minister of
PHILIBERT, (JLP), Trelawny, Southern, Health and the Environment.
Deputy Speaker. DR. CHRISTOPHERCHARLES TUFTON, (JLP),
St. Elizabeth, SouthVestern, Minister of
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET Agriculture.
THE HONOURABLES: JAMES RuUDOLPH EDWARD ROBERTSON
ANDREW MICHAEL HOLNESS (JLP), St. (JLP), St. Thomas, Western, Minister of
Andrew, West Central, Minister of Mining and Energy.
Education, Leader of Government
Business and Electoral Matters. MINISTERS OF STATE

ORETTE BRUCE GOLDING, (JLP), Kingston, @ THE HONOURABLES:
Western, Prime Minister, Minister of DARYL WESLEY PHILLIP VAzZ, (JLP),

Planning and Development and Defence. Portland, Western, Minister without

DR. KENNETH LEIGH O 6 L BAUGH, (JLP), Portfolio in the Office of the Prime
St. Catherine, West Central, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Information and
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Telecommunication.
and Trade. WiLLIAM  JAMES CHARLES HUTCHINSON,

AUDLEY FITZ ALBERT SHAW, (JLP), (JLP), St. Elizabeth, North Western,
Manchester, North EastermMinister of Minister of State in the Ministry of
Finance and the Public Service. Agriculture.

KARL GEORGE SAMUDA, cD, (JLP), St. NEVILLE ANDREW GALLIMORE, (JLP), St.
Andrew, North Central, Minister of Andrew, West Rural, Minier of State in
Industry and Commerce. the Ministry of Labour and Social Security

DR. HORACE ANTHONY CHANG, (JLP), St. and Deputy Leader.

James, North Western, Minister of Water LAURENCE GEORGE BRODERICK, (JLP),
and Housing. Clarendon, Northern, Minister of State in
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the Ministry of Mining,
Telecommunications.
ROBERT ST. AUBYN MONTAGUE, (JLP), St.
Mary, Western, Minister of State in the
Office of thePrime Minister.
MICHAEL ANTHONY STERN, (JLP), Clarendon,
North Western, Minister of State in the

Energy and MR. JOSEPH URIAH HIBBERT, (JLP), St.
Andrew, East Rural.

MR. ANTHONY GEORGE HYLTON, (PNP), St.
Andrew, Western.

MR. FITZ ARTHUR JACKSON, (PNP), St.
Catherine, Southern.

MR. DERRICK FLAVIUS KELLIER, (PNP), St.

Ministry of Industry, Commerce and
Investment.

OTHER MEMBERS
MR. GEORGE DELANO ARscOTT, (PNP),
Clarendon, Sotit\Western.
DR. ST. AUBYN BARTLETT, (JLP), St. Andrew,
Eastern.
MR. LUTHER

BARTLEY MONTEITH

BUCHANAN, (PNP), Westmoreland, South

Eastern.

MR. PETER MURCOTT BUNTING,
Manchester, Central.

MR. ROGER HAROLD CLIFFORD CLARKE,
(PNP), Westmoreland, Central.

DR. OMAR LLOYD DAviEs, (PNP), St
Andrew, Southern.

DRrR. DONALD K. DuNcaN, (PNP), Hanover,
Eastern.

MR. CoOLIN ALFRED A. FAGAN, (PNP), St.
Catherine, South Eastern.

DR. MORAIS VALENTINE Guy, (PNP), St.
Mary, Central.

Ms. LiISA RENE SHANTI HANNA, (PNP), St.
Ann, South Eastern.

DR. ESMOND VERNAL PATRICK HARRIS,
(PNP), TrelawnyNorth.

MR. IAN DAVE HAYLES, (PNP), Hanover,
Western.

MRS. SHARON MERLE HAY -WEBSTER (PNP),
St. Catherine, South Central.

(PNP),

James, Southern.

MR. OTHNEIL DAMION ST. ELMO LAWRENCE,
(JLP), St. AnnNorth Western.

MR. DESMOND GREGORY MAIR, (JLP), St.
Catherine, North Eastern.

DR. KENNETH WYKEHAM MCcNEILL, (PNP),
Westmoreland, Western.

MR. CLIVE ARTHUR MULLINGS, (JLP), St.
James, West Central.

MRS. NATALIE NEITA-HEADLEY, (PNP), St.
Catherine, East Central.

MR. PHILLIP FEANNY PAULWELL, (PNP),
Kingston, Eastern and Port Royal.

MR. MICHAEL ANTHONY PEART, (PNP),
Manchester, Southern.

MR. DEAN ALEXANDER PEART,
ManchesterNorth Western.
MR. TARN ANDREW PERALTO, (JLP), St.

Mary, South Eastern.

DR. PETER DAvVID PHILLIPS, (PNP), St.
Andrew, East Central.

MR. ROBERT DIXON PICKERSGILL, (PNP), St.
Catherine, North Western.

DR. DONALD GLADSTONE RHODD, (PNP),
Portland, Eastern.

THE MOST HON. PORTIA LUCRETIA SIMPSON
MILLER, (PNP), St. Andrew, South
Western, Leader of the Opposition.

REV. RONALD GEORGE THWAITES, (PNP),
Kingston, Central.

Mr. FRANKLYN ROBERT WITTER, (JLP), St.
Elizabeth, South Eastern.

(PNP),
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The President and Members of the Senate
entered the Chamber and took their seats.

Announced by the Marshal, His
Excellencythe GovernoiGeneralenterel the
Chamber and proceeded to the Dais.

His Excellency then directed the Clerk to
the Legislature to summon the Members of the
House of Representatives to the place
appointed for the meeting of the Senate.

The Clerk did as instructed and
accordingly, theSpeaker and Members of the
House of Representatives entered and took
their seats.

PRAYERS
REVEREND  MONSIGNOR  KENNETH
RICHARDS, Vice-President of the Jamaica
Council of Churches offered prayers.

Almighty and Eternal God, you have
revealed your gloryo all nations. God of
power and might, wisdom and justice,
through you authority is rightly
administered, laws are enacted and
judgment is decreed.

Bless the Sovereign of the British
Isles in whose name this House is
gathered, our Sovereign Ladfueen
Elizabeth, Philip Duke of Edinburgh,
Charles Prince of Wales and other Royal
Family. Give your grace to all who
exercise authority in our Commonwealth.
Assist with your spirit of counsel and
fortitude the Parliament of this land now
assemi®d that their deliberations may be
ordered upon the best and surest
foundations for your glory to be conducted
in righteousness, and be eminently useful
to your people who have entrusted them

with the responsibility of governance.
May they encouragelue respect for the
virtue of religious freedom and exercise
due regard for the Constitution they have
pledged to safeguard, honour and protect.
Let the light of your divine wisdom direct
the deliberations of our Govern@eneral,

Sir Patrick Allen our Prime Minister, the
Honourable Bruce Golding and the Leader
of the Opposition, the Most Honourable
Portia Simpson Miller, our Senators and
the Members of the House of
Representatives that they may be enabled
to faithfully perform the responsiblduties

of their high office.

And so, Lord God Almighty, may the
light of your Holy Spirit shine forth in all
the proceedings of this neRarliamentary
year, 2011/2012, so that the laws to be
framed for the governance of our land for
the currentperiod may seek to promote
the welfare of the people of our land and
seek to bring us the blessing of liberty and
equality in the advancement of our
livelihood, so that Jamaica may, under
God, increase in beauty, fellowship and
prosperity, and playits part in the
advancement of the whole human race.

Al | this we ask for
sake. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, in
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our aily bread: And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation; but deliver us
from evil: for Thine is the Kingdom,
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the power, and the glory, forever and PROCLAIM AND MAKE KNOWN that

ever. Amen. a session of the Parliament of Jamaica
The Lord bless us ankeep us: the shall be held at George William Gordon
Lord make his face to shine upon us and  House in the parish of Kingston,
be gracious unto us: the Lord lift up His commencing at 11:00 a.m. on the™day
countenance upon us and give us peace of April, 2011.
now and always. Amen. Given under my hand and the Broad
Seal of Jamaica at K
A PROCLAMATION day of April in the Year of Our Lord Two
By His Excellency the MosT Thousand and Eleven and the Sixtieth
HONOURABLE SIR PATRICK LINTON ALLEN, Year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen

Membe of the Order of the Nation, Knight Elizabeth II.
Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order

of Saint Michael and Saint George, GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

Commander of the Order of Distinction, The Deputy Clerk hands the Governor

GovernorGeneral of Jamaica. General s speech to th
Patrick L. Allen, who hands same to His Excellency.
GovernorGeneral

THRONE SPEECH

WHEREAS it is provided by His Excellency The GOVERNOR
subsetion (1) of section 63 of the GENERAL: Mr. President and Members of
Constitutbn of Jamaica that each Session the Senate, Mr. Sp&er and Members of the
of Parliament of Jamaica shall be held at House of Representatives, today marks the
such place and shall commence at suchbeginning of a new Parliamentary year. And |
time as the Governgbeneral may by am pleased to present to you the Throne
Proclamation appoint; Speech which indicates the path my

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that Government will pursue under the theme:
a Sessionof the Parliament of Jamaica fFrom Stabilization to Growb.
should be held at such place and (Applause)
commence at such time as shall This new Parliamentary session opens
hereinafter appear: against the backdrop of a global economic

NOW, THEREFORE, |, PATRICK recovery that is providing and proving to be
LINTON ALLEN, Member of the Order slow, uneven and uncertain. The significant
of the Nation, Knight Grand Cross of the increases we have recently been experiencing
Most Distinguished Order of Sdin in the cost of impded oil and grain are a
Michael and Saint George, Commander of worrying reminder of what took place in 2008
the Order of Distinction, Governor when these prices reached record levels and
General of Jamaica, DO HEREBY exacerbated the global recession. Since the
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beginning of last year, the price of oil has stability in the foreign exchange market and
risen from $78 to $110 per barrel and the pricethe Net International Reserves are at a record
of corn has increased by 83%. level of US$2.8illion. (Applause)

As a small economy, Jamaica is unable These gains have not come easily. The
to escape the effects of these developmentdamaican people havhad to make huge
which impacted the performance of the sacrifices to enable the country to achieve
economy last year. Agriculture again recordedthem. While the people must be commended
growth, demonstrating the resilience of our for their forbearance, their patience must never
farmess despite the effects of the drought be taken for granted.(Applause) The
(Applause)in the first part of last year and the Government has had to remain unswervingly
severe flood rains in the latter part. Tourism committed to fiscal displine. It has had to
continued to excel with a record number of contain expenditure while instituting measures
stopover arrivals and record foreign exchangeto ensure that revenues beginning catching up
earnings last year(Applause) with expenditures.

The opening of the new Falmouth port The Government is acutely aware of the
welcoming the world's largest cruise ship many urgent needs that must be addressed.
(Applause) as well as the Montego Bay The economic recession, dotwm in business
Convention Centre are major developmentsand loss of jobs have resulted in an increase in
that will further solidify Jamaica's position as the number of people falling below the
a preferred destination. The bauxite and poverty line. Despite the financial constraints,
alumina sector which was severely hamperedwe have sought to protect the most vulnerable.
by the recession showed strong signs ofln the last three years, expenditure on social
recovery last year with the reopening of the safety net programmes has increased
Ewarton refinery (Applause)These, however, significantly - 139% increase in the PATH
were not sufficient to pull the economy out of programme and 290% increase in ahool
the recession. We do expect to emdrgen Feeding Programme. (Applause) Since the
the recession this yedwut this depends as abolition of User Fees in 2008, the
much on our own efforts as it does on the Government has spent over $llion in
external factors to which we are exposed. providing drugs and meckl supplies to meet

Despite these challenges and setbacks, wehe increased demand for services at public
have succeeded over the past year inhealth facilities.(Applause)
stabilizing the economy and we have niet t Yet, there are many critical needs that
targets set by Government under the Standbyaffect the quality of life of our people that we
Agreement with the International Monetary have not been able to adequately address: the
Fund (Applause) We are seeing some of the repair of our roadshe improved condition of
benefits of this effort. Interest rates have our schools and health facilities, the supply of
declined to the lowest level in almost 40 years.water to communities that still do not enjoy
(Applause)We have returrgk to singledigit this basic amenity, better wages for public
inflation. (Applause) There is sustained sector workers and improved pensions for
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those who have retired. In this regard, atoward the introduction of natural gas to
nation isno different to a household. Indeed, reduce our energy costs and improve our
it is the largest of all households. No competitiveness is at an advanced stage and
household can continue indefinitely to spend request for proposals for the supply of LNG
more than it earns. Prosperity is to be foundwill shortly be issued. RFPs have already
not in living beyond our means but in been issued for the installation of 480
expanding the means by which we live. megawatts of new generating capacity to
(Applawse) replace old generating plants whose
Now that the stabilization of the inefficiency contribute to the high cost of
economy is firmly in place, our focus must energy.
turn to growth and development. The This is of particular importance to the
Government has already outlined its strategymanufacturing sector whose ability to compete
for growth, consistent with the goals outlined is significantly affected by energyosts. The
in the Vision 2030 development pta Itisa  Government remains fully committed to
dynamic approach which identifies our supporting the manufacturing sector which is a
development deficits as well as the critical major employer of labour, contributes
success factors for stimulating growth. substantially to the economy and is one of the
Importantly, it recognizes the vital role that engines of growth that must be strengthened.
communities must play in stimulating and The Government will continu& support its
benefitting from that growth. Th growth  modernization, the application of new
strategy must be supported by an investmentechnology and the penetration of new
strategy that targets and facilitates investment, markets.
both local and foreign, in those areas in which The Information and Communications
we have potential and unrealized comparativeTechnology sector has been identified as
advantage and through which we can createanother strong growth area for Jamaica.
jobs and add vahi Significant potential investmemthave been
The efforts toward economic identified and the Government will be seeking,
transformation involve other crucial elements through public and private partnerships, to
which will be advanced in the course of this construct the facilities required to secure these
year. The reform of our tax system has beeninvestments.
the subject of considerable study over many In terms of the broader
years to find ways to make it more eféot, telecommunications market, the Government
more equitable and more conducive to has recently tabled new comprehensive ICT
investment and growth. It is now time for policy designed to facilitate greater
implementation and the details and the competition and more effective regulation to
timetable will be outlined in the Budget encourage more investment in
Debate. communications technology and provide
In keeping with the National Energy greater benefit to the consumefApplause)
Policy which was presented last year, work This year will see the rollout of arslandwide
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broadband network to provide access forled development projects, as part of the
urban and rural communities to higheed National Youth Mainstreaming Strategy.
Internet service and the unlimited (Applause)

opportunities that it offers for business and The restructuring and rationalization of
incomegenerating activity, education and the public sector to improve its efficiency and
personal developmen{Applause) effectiveness in falitating growth has also

Our efforts to address the poor state of been a priority for the Government. The
much of our road network will continue to be recommendations of the Public Sector
addressed primarily through the JamaicaTransformation Unit have been widely
Infrastructure  Development  Programme discussed, including consideration by the
supported by a significant loan from the Public Administration and Appropriations
Government of China. Work has already Committee of Parliament. Thenfil decisions
begun on the ext leg of Highway 2000 from and implementation strategy will also be
Sandy Bay to May Pen(Applause) outlined during the Budget Debate.

The development of our human resources  An issue that must be urgently addressed
is the most vital element in the development of is the rising cost of pensions which has risen
our nation. The Government continues to by 82% in the last fourears for public sector
implement the strategies outlined in the workers. Detailed stdies with
Education Transfenation Programme, albeit recommendations as to how the pension
limited by our current financial constraints. system can be managed in a sustainable way
Since 2006, secondary school enrolment hasare virtually complete and will require
increased from 72% to 82% as we strive decisions to be made during this year. The
towards universal secondary education. Government assures existing pensioners that
(Applause)The number of students graduating those public sector workers approanhi
with a minimum offour CXC passes has risen retirement that their entittement will be
from 9,700 to 14,700(Applause) The Career preserved even as the reforms are introduced.
Advancement Programme is being rapidly Over the last several months, we have
expanded to provide opportunities for skills withessed a significant reduction in crime.
development to those who have under (Applause)Since the start of this year murder
achieved through the normal grade has declined by more than 40% hen
progression. At the same timemphasis is compared with last year and there has been
being placed on improving and expanding substantial reduction in all major crimes.
early childhood education to better equip our (Applause) We salute the work of the
children to succeed through the primary and members of security force@\pplause)who
secondary system(Applause) daily face grave danger in order to protect the

The Government will also focus efforts on rest of us from danger. We commend the
supporting youth entrepreneurshimda the  ordinary citizens who are playing their part in
implementation of communitpased youth  cooperating with the security forces to rid their
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communities of crime(Applause) Yet, much Work on the first phase of Justice Square
remains to be done. We cannot afford to bein downbwn Kingston will begin shortly with
complacent for the level of crime we have the construction of seveid) new court rooms,
experienced for many yeais so high that we judges' chambers and associated facilities.
must redouble our efforts to reduce it much (Applause)
further to levels that are tolerable and The Government regrets that children who
comparable with other advancing countries. have run afoul of the law are still being held in
(Applause) The Government will continue to police lockups. Thenew Metcalfe Street
provide critical support to the security forces Juvenile Remand Centre has been completed,
in this crucialtask. (Applause) the required additional correctional officers
The fight against crime and respect for the have been recruited and they are undergoing
rights of our citizens are not options; they are training. As soon as this is completed and it is
both imperatives. (Applause) The recent possible for staff to put in place all children
passage of the amendment to the Constitutiorcurrently being held in police lockups will be
to establish the Charter of Fundamental Rightstransferred to the Metcalfe Street facility to be
after more than 17 years of deliberations is akept in more appropriate custodgApplause)
clear statement of purpose of both the The Government has maintained a
Government and Opposition that the most strategic and proactive approach to its foreign
sacred duty of any state is to secure the rightgelations. Last year we estasied a Jamaican
of its citizens. (Applause) Having completed Embassy in Kuwait to strengthen our relations
the enactment, we must live up tos it with that country and other Gulf States and
obligations. (Applause) with a strong emphasis on investment.
The Independent Commission of (Applause)Jamaica's trade policy is currently
Investigations came into operation last year asbeing reviewed to take account of new
an essential mechanism to protect the rights ofrealities in the global mket for trade and
citizens from abuse by law enforcement investment and new partnerships that must be
agents. The Protected Disclosures Act whichestablished.
was passed uting the last session of The Caribbean is not only our region; it is
Paliament is designed to protect and our community. We have not yet realized the
embolden citizens to become sentries againsdreams that framed the Treaty of
wrongdoing. The establishment of the SpecialChaguaramas. There are difficulties that must
Prosecutor to investigate and prosecute acts oberesolved and Jamaica remains committed to
corruption is a critical tool to eliminate working with our CARICOM partners to
corruption which undermines the stability of ensure that the regional movement becomes
our society and the institutions through which the threshold for sustained development of all
it is governed.(Applause) It is hoped that this its Member States(Applause)
legislation will be approved early in the new Next year we will celebrate the 50th
legislative session. anniversary obur Independence(Applause)
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It will be cause for thanksgiving, reflection common goals but as a means of resolving
and recommitment to the goals set for us byissues on which disagreement may arise. Let
our FoundingFathers. A National Planning this dialogue proceed and mature for we are
Committee has been established to develop thall in this boat together and none of uanc
programme of activities that will mark this reach the shore before the othékpplause)
important milestone. The programme will be As you, the representatives of the people
comprehensive, inclusive and inspirational andembark on this new legislative year, each of
will engage Jamaicans here at home as well ayou must be mindful of the burden that you
in the Diaspora in what must be itself a lasting carry for the people of Jamaica. You must be
legacy for our people(Applause) acutely aware of theednands that are placed
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Mé&mrs of before you and the hopes and aspirations that
the Senate and the House of Representativeghe people expect you to fulfill.
the task that must be carried out in Yet, the difficulties that the country face,
transforming the economy and improving the the scarcity of resources and the unfriendliness
social environment cannot be accomplished byof the international economic environment are
the Government acting alone. It requires areal issue from which you cannot escape. It
partnership with critical stakehd#rs and the is your duty to navigate the ship of state. We
society at large. In order to be effective, that have been through the worst but there are still
partnership must be structured. Consensus isvaves that must be ridden and storm clouds
not an amalgamation of views and ideas thatthat must be watched. It is your decisions and
are oftentimes in conflict but derives from actions that will determine wheghit sails out
agreement reached through dialogue,of turbulent seas t@afe harbour. You will
recognizing that concemns will always have need to exercise responsibility, care and sound
to be made if consensus is to be achievedjudgment, remembering again that we are all
(Applause) in this boat together and none can reach the
The Government has sought through theshore before the othefApplause)
Partnership for Transformation to establish the = The Estimate®f Expenditure for the new
forum for that dialogue, bringing together financial year will be laid before you this
representatives of the Government, privateafternoon. May God guide you in your
sedor, trade unions and, more recently, civil deliberations and continue to bless and protect
society. The Government continues to the people of JamaicgdApplause)
encourage the Opposition to return to the  The GovernoiGeneral left the Chambers
partnership. (Applause) The success of the at 11:40 a.m, follwed by the Members of
partnership will always depend on the Parliament.
willingness and commitment of each of the
parties to utilize this forum, not only for
determining what must be done to achieve our
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Pursuant to Notice of Adjournment the

Honourable House of Representatives
resumed its sitting at Gordon House,

Kingston at 22p.m.
PRESENT

THE SPEAKER
HON. DELROY HAWMIN CHUCK, (JLP), St.
Andrew, North Eastern.
MRS. MARISA COLLEEN DALRYMPLE-
PHILIBERT, (JLP), Trelawny, Southern,
Deputy Speaker.

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
THE HONOURABLES:
DR. KENNETH LEIGH O 6 L BAUGH, (JLP),

St. Catherine, West Central, Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Feign Affairs
and Trade.

AUDLEY FITZ ALBERT SHAW, (JLP),
Manchester, North EasteriMinister of
Finance and the Public Service.

DR. HORACE ANTHONY CHANG, (JLP), St.

James, North Western, Minister of Water

and Housing.
PEARNEL PATROE CHARLES, CD,
Clarendon, North Central,
Labour and Social Security.
OLiVIA  ATAVIA  GRANGE,
Catherine, Central,
Sportsand Culture
LESTER MICHAEL HENRY,

(JLP),

(JLP), St

Minister oiYouth,

co, (JLP),

Clarendon, Central, Minister of Transport

and Works.

Minister of

EDMUND CURTIS BARTLETT, (JLP), St. James,
East Central, Minister of Tourism.

DR. CHRISTOPHER CHARLES TUFTON, (JLP),
St. Elizabeth, South Western, Minister of
Agriculture.

JAMES RUDOLPH EDWARD ROBERTSON
(JLP), St. Thomas, Western, Minister of
Mining and Energy.

MINISTERS OF STATE

THE HONOURABLES:

WILLIAM  JAMES CHARLES HUTCHINSON,
(JLP), St. Elizabeth, North Western,
Minister of State in the Ministry of
Agriculture.

NEVILLE ANDREW GALLIMORE, (JLP), St.
Andrew, West Rural, Minister of State in
the Ministry of Labour an&ocial Security
and Deputy Leader.

ROBERT ST. AUBYN MONTAGUE, (JLP), St.
Mary, Western, Minister of State in the
Office of thePrime Minister.

MICHAEL ANTHONY STERN, (JLP), Clarendon,
North Western, Minister of State in the
Ministry of Industry, Commerceand
Investment.

OTHER MEMBERS

MR. GEORGE DELANO ARscOTT, (PNP),
Clarendon, South Western.

DR. ST. AUBYN BARTLETT, (JLP), St. Andrew,
Eastern.

MR. PETER MURCOTT BUNTING,
Manchester, Central.

MR. ROGER HAROLD CLIFFORD CLARKE,
(PNP), Westmoreland, Geal.

DR. OMAR LLoYD DAviES, (PNP), St.
Andrew, Southern.

(PNP),
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DRrR. DONALD K. DuNcaN, (PNP), Hanover,
Eastern.

MR. CoOLIN ALFRED A. FAGAN, (PNP), St.
Catherine, South Eastern.

DR. FENTON RUDYARD FERGUSON (PNP),St.
Thomas, Eastern

DR. MORAIS VALENTINE Guy, (PNP), St.
Mary, Central.

Ms. LISA RENE SHANTI HANNA, (PNP), St.
Ann, South Eastern.

DR. ESMOND VERNAL PATRICK HARRIS,
(PNP), TrelawnyNorth.

MRS. SHARON MERLE HAY -WEBSTER (PNP),
St. Catherine, South Central.

MRS. MAXINE ANTOINETTE HENRY-WILSON,
(PNP), $. Andrew, South Eastern.

MR. DERRICK FLAVIUS KELLIER, (PNP), St.
James, Southern.

MR. DESMOND GREGORY MAIR, (JLP), St.
Catherine, North Eastern.

MR. CLIVE ARTHUR MULLINGS, (JLP), St.
James, West Central.

MRS. NATALIE NEITA-HEADLEY, (PNP), St.
Catherine, Bst Central.

MR. PHILLIP FEANNY PAULWELL, (PNP),
Kingston, Eastern and Port Royal.

MR. MICHAEL ANTHONY PEART, (PNP),
Manchester, Southern.
MR. DEAN ALEXANDER PEART, (PNP),

ManchesterNorth Western.

MR. TARN ANDREW PERALTO, (JLP), St.
Mary, South Eastern.

MR. ROBERT DIXON PICKERSGILL, (PNP), St.
Catherine, North Western.

DR. DONALD GLADSTONE RHODD, (PNP),
Portland, Eastern.

THE MOST HON. PORTIA LUCRETIA SIMPSON
MILLER, (PNP), St. Andrew, South
Western, Leader of the Opposition.

MR. ERNEST AUGUSTUS SMITH, (JLP), St.
Ann, South Western.

REV. RONALD GEORGE THWAITES, (PNP),
Kingston, Central.

Mr. FRANKLYN ROBERT WITTER, (JLP), St.
Elizabeth, South Eastern.

PRAYERS
Prayers were offered by Mr.
Hibbert.
The House resumed its sitting at 2[2&h
The SFEAKER: Please be seated.
This Honourable House now resumes its
sitting.

Joseph

CALL OF THE ROLL
(See Listing

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Clerk laid on theable of the House
copies ofthe following:

1 Ministry Paper No. 26 entitled
Cabinet Agenda issues for the"™gf
March 2011.

1 The Insurance Actuaries General
Insurance Companies Amendment
Regulations 2011 under the Insurance

Act

1 The Insurance Amendment
Regulations 2011 under thesurance
Act.

i The Constituencies Boundary Order
2011, under the Constitution of
JamaicaAct.

1 Bank of Jamaica Annual Report and
Audited financial statements for the
year ended December 2010.

1 Certified Appropriations Accounts for
the Ministry of Agriculture and



12

THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Fisheries, Ministry of Local
Government and Environment.

1 Public Sector Gnsolidated Estimates
of Expenditure for the year ending
March 31, 2012.

The SPEAKER: Minister Shaw.

Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on
the Table of the House, the Estimates of
Expenditure for the financial year ending
March 31, 2012 and the Jaitea Public
Bodies Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year ending March 2012.

The SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister
Shaw.

The following is a message from the
President of the Senate to the Honourable
House of Representatives:

I have the honour ot advise the

Honourable House of Representatives:

Bill entitled;
AN ACT to Amend the Foreign

House on the 14th day of April 2011 be
referred to the Standing Finance
Committee of  the House of
Representatives consisting of all Members
of the House for consideration and report.

BE IT RESOLVEDthat the Insurance
Actuaries General Insurance Companies
(Amendment Regulation 2011 under the
Insurance Act, which wasithon the table
of the House on the f4lay of April 2011
be referred to the Regulations Committee
of the House of Representatives for
consideration and report.

BE IT RESOLVEDthat the Insurance
Amendment Regulations 2011, under the
Insurance Actvhich was laid on the Table
of the House on the f4day of April
2011, be referred to the Regulations
Committee of the House of
Representatives foronsideration report.

Mr. Speaker, | further beg to give notice

Nationals and Commonwealth that at a later stage today, limmove for the
(Citizens) Empl oy nsespensioa oftthe Standing Orders to enable
was passed in the Senate without me to take the first mentioned motion.
amendment. Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mair.
Signed Oswald G. Harding, Mr. MAIR:  Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
Presiant of the Senate. notice that at the next meeting of the House |
will move:-

NOTICES OF MOTIONS GIVEN
ORALLY

The SPEAKER: Mr. Shaw.

Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice that at the next meeting of the House |
will move:-

BE IT RESOLVEDthat the Estimates
of Expenditure forthe financial year
ending March 31, 2012 and the Jamaica
Public Bodies Estimates of Revenues and
Expenditure for the year ending March
2012 which was laid on the Table of the

WHEREAS the duties of the
Members of the House of Representatives
preclude them from in many instances
attending their private business
appropriately;

AND WHEREAS in order to
adequately represent and serve their
constituents, many Members inevitably
abandoned their private @eavars and or
profession;

AND WHEREAS Members of
Parliament not having security of tenure,
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in many instances find themselves in
challenging financial circumstances, upon
retiring from representational politics.

BE IT RESOLVED by this
HonourableHouse that a review be done
of the Retiring Allowances (Legislative
Service) Act in order to ensure that retired
Members of Parliament receive a pension
that at all times is adequate and

Cabinet, to commit the Governmeiot an
agreement with a foreign state that was of
great consequence to our people and
infringed their rights constitutional rights
as citizens of Jamaica

BE IT RESOLVEDthat the Member
for East Central St Andrew be censured by
this Honourable Hmie ¢ ( Appl aus
(Sotto voce comments by Opposition

commensurate with the level of service Members)

that they gave to ouoantry.

DISCLOSURE/EXEMPTION
Mr. Speaker, | further beg to give notice

that at the next sitting of the House | will
move:

WHEREAS under Section 69 of the
Constitution, Cabinet led by the Prime
Minister is charged with the general
direction and ontrol of the Government
of Jamaica and is collectively responsible
to Parliament

AND WHEREAS a Member of
Cabinet has a duty and responsibility to

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that this Honourable House agrees that all
Members of Cabinet upon demitting office
as a consequence of a change of
administration or otherwise give under
oath astatement on all matters of critical
importance to our nation concerning their
office to the inoming Minister and by
extension to the Prime Minister.

Mr. PICKERSGILL : Rubbish.
(Sotto voceomments by Members)
The SPEAKER: | cannot request or

dery. Yes, Reverend Thwaites.

Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker, | recall

seek the approval and endorsement ofat the last sitting of the House, a cafoyward
Cabinet on any matter of policy, motion was put by you to the House regarding
especially if it is of critial importance and all motions that were on the Order Paper and
conseguence to the lives of the people ofwas approved to carry them all forward.
Jamaica. | specifcally asked you, | specifically

AND WHEREAS one of the primary asked youfithis could apply to questions, and
duties of the Government is to uphold the you indicated that under the present archaic
fundamental rights and freedoms of the system unreformed system of the Standing
people of Jamaica as declared in ourOrders they could not. | wish your
Constitution understanding if in fact, that motion which

AND WHEREAS it has been brought was pass® and adopted by the House, has no
to the attention of our nation that the effect then it will be necessary for each of us
Member of East Central St. Andrew in his who had business in the previous House
then capacity as Minister of National pending to now recite them much as the
Security did not seek the endorsement orMember from the nether parts of St Catherine
approval of the Prime Minister and/or has done.
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A MEMBER: Apologize. If that is the case, Mr. Speaker, will you
(Sottovoce comments by Members) indulge me to read all of mine?
Rev. THWAITES: North East St. The SPEAKER: You will, you will be

Catherine. With your guidance please, becauseallowed.
that would just be ra unnecessary waste of Rev. THWAITES: When? When? Right
time. now?
The SPEAKER:Rever end ThwaiTheSPEAKER: You will have to do it
Rev. THWAITES: What are you talking again.

about ? I coul dnot r e Rey.MHWAITES :whuahave théatime?
constituency was. The SPEAKER: Yes.

What are you talking about? Rev. THWAITES: | ask you, Mr.

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites, Speaker- thank you for that but | ask you,
Reverend Thwaites... what is the wutility of

Rev. THWAITES: Wants to do what? | to do that?
coul dnot remember w h a tThe BREAKER: @Vallswei have @ goy

was... through the procedure..

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites... (Inaudible comments by Membérs

Rev. THWAITES.. . . he t ol d méhe&EREAKHRS v.@nfortunately that is
told you. What is wrong with you? it.

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites. Rev. THWAITES: That 6 s okay?

Rev. THWAITES: Ye s , Mr . S p e alkaedible comingnts by Members
easy to be distracted.
The SPEAKER: Rever end ThwaiQUESTIONS ANDANSWERS TO
informed that the carry forward Motions refer QUESTIONS
only, refer only & committee but not to
Private Member sdé Mot i onlhe SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites.
Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker, that was

specifically asked duringat the time. JUTCI/TAXIS

The SPEAKER: | was instructed then Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker,lie folly
that motions could be carried forward, but continues, the selmposed folly continues.
apparently... Anyway, Mr. Speaker, | beg to give notice

Rev. THWAITES: You know, tthiateatr thee Gexpiration diventy one2l days |
high | evel of f ol |l y iwilaskhtretMinister 6frTensgod and Yorks
The SPEAKER: Yes. and the Prime Minister, the following
Rev. THWAITES: ...but that we who are questions:
here, who have the power to change the rules, A MEMBER : Whereare they?
who resolve to do so, who then by specific Question I Is the JUTC still losing
resolution do what you do, now have to money? How much during
recogni se t hate iswdh fre we 0 v e thefinancial year of 2010
blanks and come back and do the whole thing. 20117
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Question 2 What steps are envisaged to
incorporate the hundreds of
route taxis and unlicensed
taxis into an ordered muiti
modd metropolitan system?
What is law and policy re tints
on all vehicles, especially
public transport vehicles?
Are there any plans or
proposals to introduce a
vehicle racing circuit in
Kingston?
Does theMinistry of
Transport have a policy
regarding the installation of
noisy exhaust systems on
motor vehicles?
What is the status of the Bill
to protect disabled Jamaicans?
Dr. DAVIES: Where are they? Where
are they?

Question 3:

Question 4

Question 5

Question 6:

PUBLIC BUSINESS

Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, before you
proceed to Public Business...

The SPEAKER: Presentation?

Mr. HOLNESS: ..may | ask for the
recommittal of the item, Notices of Motions
Given Orally?

The SPEAKER: Members, the motion
before the House is for theuspension of
Standing Order to allow for the recommittal of
the item, Notices of Motions Given Orally.

Put to the House and agreed to.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS GIVEN
ORALLY
(Recommitted)
The SPEAKER: House Leader.

CONSTITUENCIES/BOUNDARIES

Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, it is quite a
long motion so | crave your indulgence.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to give notice that at
the next meeting of the House | will move the
Constituencies Boundaries Orders 2011
Approval Resolution.

Mr. PICKERSGILL : |
without Warnington.

Dr. DAVIES: Wa r mi
Where is Warmington?

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :
Warmington?

Mr. HOLNESS: He 6 s
this time. ([aughg

Mr. PICKERSGILL : What passport him
use US?

Mr. HOLNESS: Please protect me, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: (Gavelling Members,
Members come please, please, please

(Cross talks/heckling

The SPEAKER: (Gavelling Members,
the House Leader is on his feet.

t canot
ngton i s
Where

is

of f t he

Mr. HOLNESS:
WHEREAS Section 67(1) of the
Constitution of Jamaica hereinafter

referredto as the Constitution, provides
that Jamaica shall, for the purpose of
election of Members to the House of
Representatives, be divided into such
number of constituencies being not less
than 45 nor more than 65, as may from
time to time be providely order made by
the GovernoiGeneral;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section
67(2) of the Constitution, the House of
Representatives established a Standing
Committee of the House hereinafter
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referred to as the StandingCommittee,

to, inter alia, in accordance with
subsection (3), keep under continuous
review, the number of constituencies into
which Jamaica is to be divided,;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section
67 (5) (a) of the Constitution, the Standing
Committee tabled a Report on the“2fay
of February, 2010, showing the
constituencies into which it recommends
that Jamaica be divided in order to give
effect to the rules set out in the Second
Schedule of the Constitution;

AND WHEREAS in the Report, the
Standing Committee approved and
admpted the recommendations of the
Electoral Committee of Jamaica, to
increase the number of constituencies into
which Jamaica is divided, from 60 to 63,
and the necessary alterations to the
boundaries of the  constituencies
consequent on the addition tie three
new constituencies;

AND WHEREAS on the 10 day of
March 2010, the Report of the Standing
Committee of the House was approved by
the House of Representatives;

AND WHEREAS Section 67(8) of the
Constitution provides that as soon as may
be, after the Standing Committee has

AND WHEREAS on the 18 day of
March 2011, the Minister responsible for
the conduct of elections, laid before the
House ofRepresentatives for approval, the
draft of the Order which was approved by
the House on that occasion;

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to
amend the draft order to more accurately
reflect the Report of the Standing Finance
Committee and lay the amendedafd
order before the House;

AND WHEREAS it is desirable
further, that the amended draft order be
approved;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, by this Honourable House
as follows:

1. This resolution may be cited
as the Constituencies
Boundaries  Order 2011
Approval Resolution; and

2. The Amended Draft

Constituencies Boundaries
Order 2011, made under the
Constitution of Jamaica,
which was laid on the table of
the House on the f4day of
April 2011, is hereby
approved.

Mr. Speaker| further beg to give notice

submitted its Report, the Minister shall lay that at a later stage today, | will move for the
before the House for its approval, the draft suspension of Standing Orders to enable me to
order by the Governor General for giving take the motion, notice of which | gave earlier.

effect to the recommendations contained

The SPEAKER: Thank you, House

in the Report, and that draft may make Leader.

provsion for any matters which appear to
the Minister to be incidental or
consequential upon the other provisions of
the draft;

PUBLIC BUSINESS
The SPEAKER: At Public Buwsiness, Mr.

Shaw.
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(Cross talks/heckling Mr. SHAW: Ye s , webve bro
Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker... not even the First, it is the Second
(Inaudible commenjs Supplementary tht is revised.

The SPEAKER: Please, please Members, So that in making your comparisons with
could we continue? Dr. Duncan, could you the projections, Mr. Speaker, we are fully up
take a seat please? Please have a seat. to date with the Second Supplementary

Yes, Mr. Shaw. Estimates, and that | think, will make it easier

Mr. SHAW : Thank you, Mr. Spaker. for the comparisons to be made. | ask for the

I now move for the suspension of the motion to be adopd.
Standing Orders to enable me to take the  The SPEAKER: Members, the motion...
motion, notice of which | gave earlier. Sorry, you want to speak Member?

The SPEAKER: Members, the motion Mr. KELLIER : Yes.
before the House is for the suspension of  Mr. Speaker, | would just like to say prior
Standing Orders to allow the Minister of to the- us giving approval to refer the motion
Finance to tke the motion, notice of which he that the Standing Finance Committee, as you

gave earlier. all know, will meet nextveek. But over the
Put to the House and agreed to. years webdbve had a pro
The SPEAKER: Minister Shaw. Finance Committee with the answers that are

Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | moved for the not given during the period when the
Estimates of Expenditure for the Financial Committee is meeting...
Year ending March 31, 2012 and Jamaica  Dr. DAVIES: And never given.
Public Bodies Estimateof Revenue and Mr. KELLIER : ... and are promised and
Expenditure for the year ending March 2012, not delivered on &imely basis.
to be referred to the Standing Finance Mr. PICKERSGILL : Or at all.
Committee as is customary of the whole Mr. KELLIER : | wish to indicate this
House of Representatives consisting of alltime around, that we will not be in a position
Members of the House. And | think the House to say aye to the pages unless we are given full
Leader will give the necessadiirection. information on the iss
I just would like to point out, Mr. Speaker, and the things that will be ast#t, answers for...
that we have remedied something that was a The SPEAKER: If that is the case, Mr.
point of contention in the previousat least Kellier...

the past two years of the budgetary process. | Mr. KELLIER : ...before the exercise
want to indicate to Members that they have thecloses. In other words...
simple basis bcomparison, now that we have The SPEAKER: No, well may | make a

the revised Estimates for 2010/11, are now insuggestion.

this budget, that is to say the Second Mr. KELLIER : Allow me, Mr. Speaker.

Supplementary. A Minister may come, but at the time
(Inaudiblecomment by a Membgr when he comes he does not have the answer.
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But before we close the book completely he Mr. KELLIER :. . . wedd wi sh t
needs to get the answers here so we can sa provide the answers.
aye to the pages, and when we rise everything The SPEAKER: Very well. Very well.
is in order. (Inaudible commenjs
The SPEAKER: Okay. Dr. DAVIES: Can | get the answers for
Mr. KELLIER :Ri ght , wedrel aet gestanB?Jst q
accet the situation where the answers are  The SPEAKER: You can ask them again.
promised and are never ever forthcoming. Leader of the House.
The SPEAKER: May | make a (Inaudible commentby some Membejs
suggestion, Mr. Kellier. If the Members who The SPEAKER: No, | think | put the
ask the questions could just give mgut it in motion. One second. The motion was put
writing copy it to me so that before we close Members.
the proces we indicate that... Put to the House and agreed to.
(Inaudible commenjs Dr. DAVIES : Can we start &t0:00?
The SPEAKER: No, but what happens is The SPEAKER: | 6 m her e, I
that you ask the question, the Minister inform Members that the Standing Finance

promisesyouand | dondt r e aCQommittek startp at d0:00,htleecTpeaker and
so all | 6m real |l y as kGhairgan ofthe Koase is alveays derezon time. s |
pass it onto me... Mr. KELLIER : | agree.

Dr. DAVIES : And then what? Mr. HOLNESS: Mr . Speaker,

The SPEAKER: ...and then before we recall that the Minigr of Information had
close the Standing Finance Committee we askgiven notice of a motion in the last sitting, that
for these questions to be responded to. Butihnot i on woul déve <carrie
have no note of the qwilermw adiness the ATI padic/wbith hd o

(Inaudible comment by a Member tabled.

The SPEAKER: That 6 s why | 0 The SPBAKERNYgs, Reverend Thwaites.
for the notes. Rev. THWAITES: We | | Il 6m rea

Mr. KELLIER : We 6 | | be pr eyaavanende togamthis whole...

Speaker. The SPEAKER: No, but Reverend

The SPEAKER: Yes, give me the note. Thwaites, we have to recommit.

Mr. KELLIER : Once we pose the Rev. THWAITES: So | 6m askin
questions and we ar e dpthad mivastéodet themsbaak prsthe Wedeér |
note them and weol |l pRapes t hem on to you.

The SPEAKER: You 61 | not e aThelSPEAKERS No| but when...
passt on to me. Rev. THWAITES: If you are presiding

Mr. KELLIER : And before we rise to over folly youmust schedule it.
sign off... The SPEAKER: No, no, but Reverend

The SPEAKER: Yes. Thwaites, Reverend Thwaites, we
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recommitted Notices of Motions Given Orally, the recommittal, and the Member is free to put

we waited, [ di dngou kmasemanyashelikksad t hem
were ready to read them. (Sotto voceomments)

Rev. THWAITES: Absolutely, | was Mr. HOLNESS: No, Mr. Speake if the
waiting... Member has extensive motions...

The SPEAKER: | went straight to Public The SPEAKER: He has the right.
Business. Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, | believe

Rev. THWAITES: No, no, | was waiting you will have to regulate it.
on your call, the Clerk gave me the assurance. The SPEAKER: No, nd To be fair, he
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, Mr. has the right.

Speaker... (Sotto voceomments)

The SPEAKER: No, no, but my At the appropriate time we will cemmit
understanding Reverend Thwaites, with dueit.
respect, you werevaiting on the Order Paper, Mr. KELLIER : Mr. Speaker, take a

you just got them, so ask for a recommittal.  recanmittal and he can put those that he wants
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, last year to put... (Cross talk)
we had the similar problem. The SPEAKER: At the appropriate time,
The SPEAKER: Yes. not immediately.
Mr. HOLNESS: We agreed that the Mr. HOLNESS: May | remind you, Mr.
Member from Central Kingston would, at the Speaker, the Member had on the previous
time he raised the ige, that he would be OrderPaper in excess of twenty motions.

given a chance to placd believe it was three (Sotto voceomments)

- between three and six... Now, granted, some of these motions were
(Inaudible comment by a Member one paragraph, but some were extensive. And
Mr. HOLNESS: No, same thing, with if you give that latitude, Mr. Speaker...

applied promotions. Mrs. HAY -WEBSTER: What latitude?

Rev. THWAITES: No. Mr. JACKSON: This is the peopls
Mr. HOLNESS: So we would... It was House, you know!
for question® | think we would have to Mrs. HAY -WEBSTER: And it's the

accommodate the Member. But certainly, Mr. people's business!

Speaker, for the time of the House, the Mr. HOLNESS: ...to one Member, you
Member would have to restrict himself to would give that Iatitude to every other
maybe two or three motions todaya(ighte) Member.

Well, if they are not long motions. The SPEAKER: 1t is his right. Every
Rev. THWAITES: Folly. Member has that right.
Mr. HOLNESS: If they are not long (Sotto voceomments)

motions. Now, we jwst want to get through some

The SPEAKER: No, no, no, nb Leader  public business and we will recommit Notices
of the House, at an appropriate time we ask forof Motions.
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Mr. Vaz. Mr. Speaker, it is recommended that there
(Sotto voce&omments) be an effective public interest override which
will help to ensure a balance between the
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT application of exemptions and the release of
Mr. VAZ : You know | am not a man of information under the Act. The Committee
many words. was of the view that a public interest test could
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker and be applied to more to the exempons within
Members. Part 3 of the Act, and examine the various

Mr. Spe&er, the Members of this House sections individually. Currently, the public
will recall that the Access to Information Act, interest test only applies to two sections,
2002, aims to reinforce and give further effect section 19, documents revealing government's
of certain fundamental principles underlying deliberative processes, and section 21,
our system of -constitutional democracy, documents relating to Hesige Siteset cetera
namely, governmental accountability, The Committee's position is consistent
transpaency, and increased public with international best practices in countries
participation in national decision making. with modern Access to Information laws and

Mr. Speaker, the Report of the Joint Select systems, including those in the
Committee appointed to review the Access to Commonwealth, example, the UK, Scotland
Information Act, pursuant to section 38, that and Australia, and the recomnuzions on
we are debating today, had and has severahccess to information for all organizations of
recomnendations that will strengthen the Act American Member States which operate
and enhance our capacity to improve theparagraphs 8(a) and 13(a), Mr. Speaker, the
implementation of the right to access to details of the Committee's recommendation
Government information guaranteed to are contained in that Report.
members of the public. That the Access to Information Unit

Mr. Speaker, we are cognizant that the shouldbecome a statutory body. Mr. Speaker,
aim is not only to have a good labut to  the Access to Information Unit must be
improve and strengthen implementation empowered to ensure that the various public
efforts as well, so that every member of the bodies comply with the provisions of the Act.
public is effectively empowered by the right to The Committee considered the matter at
information. The recommendations are length, looking at all the relevant factors, and
substantial and take into account evolving recommends that the ATI Unit will be
international best practices in redato the transformed into a statutory body. This move
right to know. would address the current situation, whereby

Mr. Speaker, | wish briefly to highlight many public authorities not only fail to
some of the critical recommendations comply with certain rules under the Act, but
contained in the Report. They are the widerfail to submit reports to the Unit. The é&ss
application of a public interest test to exemptto Information Authority would have
documents. additional roles and enhance monitoring and
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the compliance functions to address problemsconcerns about when the thidgay period for
being encountered concerning access togranting access would begin, and it will be
information, and to ensure greater complianceclarified even father that it starts on the day
on the part of public authorities. of the telephone request.

The key elements of the framework Improving Feepayments Systems and
considered by the Committee contained in Payment for Delivery by Registered Mail. Mr.
Appendix 1 to the Report. The Adoption of Speaker, the recommendations in this area
Publication Schemes. Mr. Speaker, this will seek to simplify the methods of payment,
strengthen the framework that exists for theincluding payments ofine or thiough any
proactive disclosure of certain types of local financial institution, and amending the
information in a standardized way to the regulations to permit public authorities to
public. collect fees for postage.

The legislative amendments proposed Development and Enforcement of
include power of oversight that will lead to Statutory Codes of Practice, and the Discharge
public authorities being held accountable for of Functions under the ATI Act. Mr. Speaker,
norrcompliance. it is recommended that a new provision be

The Repeal of the Official Secrets Act. inserted in the Act, which would provide for
Mr. Speaker, the Committee renmends that the issuing of a Code of Practice on functions
the Official Secrets Act be repealed and and obligations under the Act. The ATI Unit
replaced by an Act that would include Authority, after consultation with the
penalties for the release of information that responsible Minister, would issue a Code of
would put the State at risk. It should be noted, Practice, which would guide public authorities
Mr. Speaker, that the Honourable Prime as to how they discharge their duties in
Minister several weeks ago, appted a  complying with the Act.

Committee to make recommendations with Introduction of Customer Evaluation
regard to the Official Secrets Act. Forms, specifically related to the processing of

Acts with Disclosure Provisions. Mr. the Access to Information request. Mr.
Speaker, there are various Acts with Speaker, this remnmendation is aimed at
nondisclosure provisions that are too broad ensuring that in the performance of their
and/or inconsistent with the Access to functions in this critical area, that the
Information principles. These Acts must be designated officers and public authorities are
reviewed by the relevant Ministers to open to a transparent process of evaluation and
determine which provisions should be retainedfeedback from the public that interfaces with
or deleted, and where the ATI Act could them inutilizing their rights under the Act.
override those provisions. These pieces of  Mr. Speaker, lastly, Matters Related to the
legislation should be revised so that they will Appeals Tribunal. Mr. Speaker, the
conform wih the ATI Act and its objectives. Independent Appeals Tribunal plays a critical

Improving the Procedure for the role with the Access to Information system.
Processing of the Telephone Request. Mr.The Committee is of the view that the area
Speaker, the recommendation relates tocoud be strengthened, if, as in other
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Commonwealth jurisdictions individuals are to those of us who sit in this Parliament and
employed full time to handle appeals. serve. | think it would be useful, and

It is recommended that the Act be encourage them, Mr. Speaker, if they could
amended to ensure that at least one of thaise the Access to Information to decipher in
individuals would be appointed full time to the this new Rrliamentary year, how many aliens
Tribunal. are in our Parliament. (Laughter) How many

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, a stronger strangers are in our Parliament, Mr. Speaker.
Access to Information Law in Jamaica and (Opposition Members heckle)
improved implementation will assist in And | believe, | believe, Mr. Speaker, that it
strengthening our record of transparency andwill be more than opportune...
accountability to the public, and increase Opposition MEMBER :  You clean up
public participation in national decision your act yet?
making. Mr. VAZ: ...more than opportune, Mr.

I would like to thank the members of the Speaker, in this new sitting of the
Committee, all the public servants and Parliamentary year, and on this first day...
members of the civil society, who participated (Heckling) ...and this important piece of
during the review period. The Committee legislation being tabled in here today, that
benefited from critical submissions and once and for all we retarour Parliament to
presentations of key stakeholders, including100 per cent Jamaican. And | put that blame
The Media Association of Jamaica, the Accesson that side, as | have more than evidence to
to Information  Advisory  Stakeholder know that there are two aliens on that side.
Committee, and the support and technical Mr. PICKERSGILL : Sit down and shut
advice of the various public servants. The yu mout! You have more nerve than a bad
participation of a broad group of stakeholders tooth!

i n this process refl eeckling/CdsstalklGover nment 0 ¢
commitment to taking into account the views Mr. VAZ : And | am glad to say, Mr.
of the public at large. Speaker, that | can say as a Minister with

Mr. Speaker, we all benefit from a more responsibility for Information, that | can say
informed citizenry and more responsive public without the shadow of a doubt, that we on this
bodies to information. And | encourage all side are now 100 per cent Jamaican!
Members of the House and members of the (Applause)(Heckling)

public, to familiaize themselves with the Thank you, Mr.Speaker.
Report and its recommendations. Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker...
And in closing, Mr. Speaker, | would like Mr. VAZ : Mr. Speaker, | now move that
to encourage the Media and the public at largethe Report be approved.
to utilize the new Access to Information (Heckling)

Legislation, and encourage them moreso, Mr. The SPEAKER: Members! (gavels)

Speaker, to start byogsibly making enquiries Members! The- Members, Members, the

through the Access to Information, in relation motion before the resolution on the Report is
before you.



23
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Put to he House and agreed to. The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites.
Dr. DAVIES: What's the Report about?
The SPEAKER: He just read it. RECOMMITTAL OF NOTICES OF
Dr. DAVIES: | didn't understand what he MOTIONS GIVEN ORALLY
was saying. Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker, may |
The SPEAKER: Mr. Shaw. be allowed as you permitted nhest time, to

Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | gave notice make reference to the previous Order Paper
earlier on two motions related to the Inqwa  and the numbers thereon, for the purpose of
- Actuaries General Insurance (Amendment) recommittal?

Regulations, 2011, and the Insurance GovernmentMEMBER : No.

(Amendment) Regulations, 2011, under the Rev. THWAITES: There is an
Insurance Act, that both should be referred toestablished precedent of that last year and the
the Regulations Committee of the House of year before, Mr. Speaker. (Heckling)

Representatives, for consideration and repo Government MEMBERS: One by one!
| beg to move that they be referred to the One by one!
Committee. Rev. THWAITES : Very well. You want
The SPEAKER: Members, the motion it done onedy-one, sir?
before you- or the issue before you is for Government MEMBERS: Read them
these to be referred to the Regulationsoneby-one!
Committee. (Heckling)
Put to the House and agreed to. Rev. THWAITES: Sure. Yes. Set of
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, to idiots!
acommodate the Member from Central Mr. D. PEART: Ronnie, read them one
Kingston, | now ask for the recommittal of the by one No problem. We not in any hurry.
item Notices of Motions. And Mr- well, to Rev. THWAITES : Set of fools!
accommodate those Members who would wish ~ Mr. MONTAGUE : Read every one of
to bring their motions. them.
The SPEAKER: Very well. The SPEAKER: (Gavels) Members,

Members, the motion before the House Members. The motions that Reverend
for the re..(Cross talk) Members! Members! Thwaites is about to refer to were on the Order
Members, please. The motion before thePaper in the last Session of Rarient.

House is for the suspension of Standing A MEMBER : They fell off; they fell off.

Orders to allow for the recommittal of the (Sotto voceomments)

item, Notices of Motions Given Orally. Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, if | may,
Put to the House and agreed to. my understanding of the motion, and bringing
The SPEAKER: Notices of Motions Pri vate Member sdé Moti o

Given Orally. be read publicly, and read into the records
Mr. PICKERSGILL : | hope it's not which is why | was suggesting that it would be

fool-fool notice like your own. an extensive exercise if we were to allow the
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Member to just go ahead. | understand what
the Member is trying to do, but it wouldn't fit
into the order of business. And therefore, if the
Member would restrict himselbta reasonable
number, we could accommodate that.

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites, it
S up to youé

Rev. THWAITES: | am going to go.

The SPEAKER: é but | wi | |

perhaps you put in a number today, and then at
the next sitting a number until ye those...

(Sotto voceomments)

€ .but it is up to you, proceed, proceed. |
understand you have to read them.

Rev. THWAITES: Real |l yé?

precedent of the year and the year before
makes no effort.

Mr. Speaker:

BE IT RESOLVEDthat this
Honoumble House debate the desirability
and modalities of an extension to the
National Insurance Scheme to provide the
National Health Insurance Scheme.

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House review the
implementation of the  Education
Transforméion Plan in detail, and
determine the sources of finance needed to
advance its objectives.

WHEREASthere are tbusands of
workerslosing their jobs in Jamaica,
adding to the already high levels of the
underempoyed and the unemployed;

AND WHEREAS given the fragility
of traditional sources of foreign exchange
earnings due to external conditions;

AND WHEREAS the stimulation of
local production for import substitution,
local consumption and also exportea
essential to stimulate the Jamaican

economy from recession to growth, so as
to provide employment to many;

AND WHEREAS the productive use
of land is the most practical and
economical resource available to the
nation;

AND WHEREAS the Governmant
has indicated that an inventory of publicly

p rowmedland is heimgaprepared;

AND WHEREAS there are large
tracks of unused arable lands in private
hands;

AND WHEREAS rapid agricultural
development, especially of food supplies,
Twhill ease the urln and inner city crises;

BE IT RESOLVED this Honourable
House urgently debates strategies for:

(1) making unused land available to

redundant workers,

(2) encouraging the return to
productive use of idle lands,

(3) setting productio targets for all
agricultural commodities in
developing plans for inputs of
technology, infrastructure, and
credit, to support these targets;
and,

(4) using all available channels to
persuade Jamaicans that it is by
the poductive use of land and
labour that our nation will prosper
and the social fabric be restored.

Mr. Speaker:

WHEREAS the environmental levy
was intended for specific programmatic
alleviation of the scourge  of
nonbiodegradable materials;

AND WHEREAS the environmental
levy has been used instead as a subsidy for
solid waste disposal;
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Mr.

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House, by this Honourable
House that the subsidy obtained from the
environmental levy be allocated solely for
the oiginal purpose, namely for
programmes which will reduce non
biodegradable material;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED

that adequate, separate budgetary
allocations be made for
disposal.

BE IT RESOLVED that this

Honourable House debate thneodalities
by which a contributory pension scheme
for all public sector workers be instituted
to replace the nenontributory scheme
which currently applies.

BE IT RESOLVEDthat as a matter of
urgency, this Honourable House debate
the recommendains of the Strategic
Review  Study of the
Constabulary Force and consider the
implementations of its conclusians

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Government instruct the Petroleum
Corporation of Jamaica to supply

petroleum productsdirectly to retdiers
without theintermediation of the
Petroleum marketing companies;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the margins of the petroleum
marketing companies be allocated to a
special dedicated fund for the maintenance
of the nation's roads.

RAE TOWNFISHERFOLKS
Speaker:

WHEREAS the fisherfolk of Rae
Town in Central Kingston and the
remainder of the more than 40,000 fisher

Jamaica Mr.

folk in Jamaica have been experiencing
reduced cash intake, and poor earnings
due to the depletion of their catch;

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Government seek funding and itself invest
in a scientific study anamplementation
programme for increasing the stock of
fish, lobster, and conch in Jamaica's
coastal and territorial waters.

solid waste And, Mr. Speaker:

ARMADALE
BE IT RESOLVEDthat in light of the
Armadale Report, the findings of the
United Nations Rapporteur on Torture and
the events at the Horizon Remand Centre,
this Honourable House debate the state of

the island's custodial institutions and
practices withspecial attention to children
in custody.
Speaker:

NWA/ROADS

WHEREAS it is desirable to ensure
accountability for the maintenance of
public infrastructure;

BE IT RESOLVEDthat the National
Works Agency delineate clearly wh
roads and civivorks fall under its
jurisdiction;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the National Works Agency, in
respect of such roads and works, and the
local authorities in respect of all
secondary, parochial and farm roads, be
the only agencies entitled to carry out
maintenance, improvements, additions,
and repair works. And more specifically,

BE IT RESOLVEDthat electricity,
water, sewage and telecommunication, and
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other utilities have no authority to arfere
with roads and works, and are obliged to
pay for the right to locate equipment on,
in, or under, the public roadways.
(Applause)

And, Mr. Speaker,

MOTOR VEHICLES ACT POLICY

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Government of Jamaica alish the
populaty described Act Policy for motor
vehicle insurance, having regard to the
jeopardy to public safety that this implies;

And, Mr. Speaker:

Mr.

JUTC

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Government urgently bring forward for
debate a comprehensive ggh policy for
metropolitan transport such as to reduce
financial
Urban Transit Company, and to ensure
proper capitalization of the Corporation's
SelfInsurance Scheme.

Speaker:
CHURCHES/EDUCATION
BE IT RESOLVED that this

Honourable House review the policies
governing the relationship between the
churches in Jamaica and the State, with
respect to the sponsoring and support of
education, especially early childhood
education, with a view to advancing the
involverment and influence of religious

affordability of loan financing for students
in the Jamaiaa tertiary education system.

And, Mr. Speaker:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House debate the cost of
remediation in the public education
system, and treat with ways in which this
can be reduced.

And, Mr. Speaker:

PROBATES/ESTATES/ADMIN

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House consider changes to the
law and practice of probate and
administration of estates with a view to
simplifying the procedures, reducing costs
and expediting the settlements of the
estates of deceased personsJamaica.

Mr. Speaker:

hemorrhage by the Jamaica PUBLIC OFFICERS APPOINTMENTS ETC.

BE IT RESOLVED that the
appointments of all of Jamaica's
Ambassadors and High Commissioners be
subject to the approval of the House of
Representatives, and further that all public
offices equivalent in rank or salary to that
of aPermanentecretary, the appointment
to which are not provided for by any other
legislation, be also subject to
Parliamentary confirmation, and that the
same process of confirmation should
apply to the appoimient of chairpersons
of all public company, statutory bodies
and executive agencies.

organizations in expanding educational Mr. Speaker:

opportunity and improving quality.

NHT 7 STRATEGIES/FINANCING ETC.
WHEREAS t h e Commi ttee
Chairman of the National Housing Trust

And, Mr. Speaker:
BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House debate the adequacy of
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Mr.

recently told a Parliamentary Committee
that his stimate of the nation's housing
deficit is in the region of 250,000 units;

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House debate the policies, the
institution's finances and the methodology
required to eliminate this shortfall.

Speaker,

NIS - REFCRM
BE IT RESOLVED that since the
National Insurance Scheme could perform
at a much higher level, that it should be
reformed and extended to provide a more
adequate social security system for all
Jamaican workers.

EDUCATIONT PRIORITY GOAL
AND BE |IT RESOLVED Mr.

ELECTRICITY RATE REDUCTION/JPS

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Government of Jamaica utilize the
dividends from its holding of shares in the
Jamaica Public Service Company Limited
to reduce the rates charged to the small
business sector and the lowest income
band of residential customers;

BANNING GLUTAMATE FROM FOODS

AND BE IT RESOLVED Mr.
Speaker, that monosodium glutamate,
MSG, be banned from Jamaica's foods.
(Applause)

The SPEAKER: Mr. Hylton.

ELECTRICITY T UNAFFORDABILITY

ETC.
Mr. HYLTON : Mr. Speaker, at the next

Speaker, that universal literacy ought to be sitting of the House, | will move that:

defined by this Honourable House as a
priority goal of the Jamaican education

system, and that measures and resources

required to achieve this, ought to be a
permanent item on the Agendaf the
Committee of Human Resources with
guarterly progress reports provided to the
House.

PARISH COUNCILS (INCLUDED IN)

AND BE IT RESOLVED that a
mechanism be found to include the
Councils - the Parish Councils in the
decisionmaking process asrelates to the
roads, drains and bridges affected by the
Parochial Revenue Fund and the Jamaica
Development Infrastructure Programme.

And, Mr. Speaker:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House directs an investigation
into the manner and method of the
implementation of the AMI Programme,
and examine alternative approaches to
ensure access to reliable, safe and
affordable electricity for the working poor,
pensioners, and the unemployed
throughout Jamaica, and in particular, the
inner city communities;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthat,
given the increasing uaffordability of
electricity by the persons so affected, of
the increased security and health risk, that
the matter be debated as a matter of
urgency, and that the Committee on
Economy and Production be mandated to
investigate the matter, forthwith.
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ELECTORAL COMMISSION REPORT
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, | will take

Mr. HOLNESS: | don't want to be
confronted with a similar request next week.

the opportunity to also raise a motion, Mr. (Laughterotto voce&omments)

Speer.
BE IT RESOLVED Mr. Speaker, that

Mr. KELLIER : In case the Member was
absent tody.

the Electoral Commission Report to the Mr. CLARKE : We are in the same boat.
Parliament, dated March 2011, regarding Mr. HOLNESS: You reserve that right?

the proposed- the proposal to amend Dr. DUNCAN: Or, if we didn't hear.
existing legislation to empower the A MEMBER: |1t 6s not a pr
Electoral Commission to prescribe right.

electoral boundariesand to prohibit the
publication of a n
(Sotto voceomment)

Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, | gave
e wotidei of ta neofion esérlerc tegardiage the
adoption of tle Draft Constituency Boundaries

Yes, to prohibit the new list of electors Order - the amended Order. And the reason
between nomination day and Election Day. why we had to amend the Order, Mr. Speaker,

That's a Report that is coming here.
éwhich was [ aid
House on th fifth day of April 2011,
be approved.

(Sotto voceomments)

The SPEAKER: Very well.

(Sotto voceommens)

That's it?

Mr. HOLNESS: Yes. Nobody else, Mr.

is that the...
on Théd SPERKER: ¥ou arfe takihge the

motion now?

Mr. HOLNESS: | am taking the motion
now, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Okay.

(Sotto voceomment)

Mr. HOLNESS: The Chief... that was not
an important comment, and that ought not to

Speaker has any... Oh, you have a motion yowbe even recorded astto voce

want to raise?

Dr. DUNCAN: | was just askig if that is
to be debated now?

Mr. HOLNESS: | have just given notice
of it. Next week we will do it. Any other
Member woul d want é

Dr. DUNCAN: You are going to dissolve
the House?

Mr. M. PEART: You getting carried
away now.

Mrs. HAY-WEBSTER: Mind, vyou
knowé

Dr. DUNCAN:Can we disso

A MEMBER : You were resisting it.

(Sotto voce&omments)

(Laughterotto voceomment)

Mr. Speaker, there is a... The Chief
Parliamentary Counsel advised that the first
Order which we passed in March was not clear
enough, in terms of reflecting the Report of
the Committee that dealt with the changes to
the boundaries the constituency boundaries.
So, if you were to look at the previous Order
which | don't think Members wdd have, but
Members would have the amended draft
Order, they would see, Mr. Speaker, changes
made to Number 3, Number 3 having to-do

| Nurab&r?3, Mr. Speaker, having to do with the
constituencies that would be affected.



29
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The previous Order was very geakin office space will have to be secured, and the
the way it phrased the changes that are to bdists will have to be start being produced as a
made. This Order is now specific. So, it makessort of shadow list. Theffice will have to
a distinction between those constituencies thatproduce the list on the sixty60) existing
would not be affectedl n ot her wo rcahditdendieb ansl start producing a shadow
parishes, rather, that would not be affected bylist on the basis of the new sixtigree(63).
changes withinthe constituency boundaries, This is a tremendous amount of work, Mr.
and those parishes that would have newSpeaker. As you know it affects the
constituencies. That's one of the changes. constituencies in Stadnes, in St. Ann, in St.

The other change is that this instrument is Catherine and in St. Andrew which is
a Constitutional Order. But in the old Order it approximately half of the constituencies
subjects the constitutional instrument to the islandwide. And it is really now becoming
repregntation of the People Act which falls very urgent in order for us to have at least one
under the Constitution. The thinking behind or two versions of the list printédthe May
that, Mr. Speaker, is that since this is a31"¢ Ho p e fewanlcatch thisnext list on
constitutional instrument it should stand on its May 31st to do it in that duplicate sort of
own, and that section should be taken outshadow system. But at least have by the next
because it is already covered. The Eeal one in September or else we will not be able to
Commission already has the powers tohave a dry run and debug, and get all the bugs
determine the divisional boundaries andout of the systeniyebref o
therefore it doesno6t ofhtheeocdnstitubonalyeduestime forieledtiansl i
Order, and that was taken out. Those wereSo this is becoming very urgent, Mr. Speaker,
really, Mr. Speaker, the major changes thatand | urge the Leader of the House to put the
were made to the Order to make it more full weight of his office behind getting this
accurately reflect the Report of the expedited.

Committee. So with those minor changes, Mr. Thank you.
Speaker, | ask that the House approves the Mr. JACKSON: | hope so, too.
report. Dr. DUNCAN: It might be useful, Mr.

The SPEAKER: Mr. Bunting. Speaker, just to add to the Member from

Mr. BUNTING: Yes, Mr. Speaker. We Central Manchester, who is also a
do support the resolution to the draft order andCommissioner on the thing that

only addingthat there is now some urgency in Mr. SHAW: We not hearing you. You
getting this mattegazetted, Mr. Speaker. As need to speak up, man.
you can imagine the Electoral Commission Mr. PICKERSGILL: Audl ey, d

cannot put the administrative structure in placebother with the mischievous.

to correspond to these new constituencies in  Dr. DUNCAN: Audley, you just woke
particular, not only the three additionahes up, you know man; you just woke up.
but the reconfigured ones. And it will require (Laughter)

substantial reassignment of Returning Mrs. HAY -WEBSTER: Drink some
Officers, Assistant Returning Officers, new coffee and come back.
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Dr. DUNCAN: Look behind youifyou term o&écoordinates®6 t o
see the Member from South West St. specific. We meet at Gordon House on the
Catherine. Tuesday, itds the 19t h

Mr . Speaker, | 6 mppys uanesharph a't youdre ha
that the sweain is yet to be done on certain Mr. KELLIER: Sharp, sharp
accounts. However, just for information sake, Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, you will be
that despite all of this we shouldhe public  here and | will be here at 10:00 a.m. sharp.
ought to know that the if ourLocal The SPEAKER: And, Leader of the
Government elections were to be called, whichHo u s e, may | just say
it ought to be called earlyof it is due and be fair the members from the different
overdue, that those elections would be calledMinistries are here. And we have a big crowd
on the existing boundaries, not on anya't 10: 00 o6cl ock on T

boundaries created by the new unless we have a quorum, we cannot begin. So
Mr. HOLNESS: Yes éinaudible pl ease, 10: 00 o0b6clock
comment. all be here.
Dr. DUNCAN: | know, just for the Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, wewill

publicds under st andi ndgartinéhe ardersobthevEstimates.pSe we willy o
to answer the call of the Opposition for the start with the Office of the Prime Minister and

calling of Local Government elections now. then the Ministry of Finance. There may be
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. changes afterwards, but Members can make
THE SPEAKER: So you6r e p uheit glansgbased on starting with those two.

approval? So, Mr. Speaker, sincédre is no further
Mr. HOLNESS: | now ask the House to business, Mr. Speaker, | therefore move that

approve the resolution. the House do adjourn until Thursday thé"28

The SPEAKER: Members, theesolution  when we will resume in Standing Finance
as put by the Leader of the House and justCommittee
debated, for your approval. Mr. JACKSON: No, nd

Put to the House and agreed to. Mr. HOLNESS: Sitting of the House, the

Dr. DUNCAN: What are we votingon? 28" sorry. The 28of April.

Mrs. HAY -WEBSTER: You dondét Tha SREAKER: Members, the motion
to attend to him, Mr beforl® [y askthatr this HDnourablé Hoase slov e

him. adjourn until Thursday the 98of April at
2:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT Put to the House and agreed to.
Mr. HO LNESS: Mr. Speaker, there is no The House adjourned at approximately
other matter on the Order Paper to be 3:29 p.m. to resume it sitting on April 28
addressed taay. 2011.

| want to remind Members that we meet
the coordinates, Mr. Speaker, and | use that
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Mary, Western, Minister of State in the

Office of thePrime Minister.
MICHAEL ANTHONY STERN, (JLP), Clarendon,

North Western, Minister of State in the
Commerce and

Ministry of
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Industry,

OTHER MEMBERS
DR. ST. AUBYN BARTLETT, (JLP), St. Andrew,
Eastern.

MR. PETER MURCOTT BUNTING, (PNP),
Manchester, Cerdl.
DR. OMAR LLOYD DAVIES, (PNP), St.

Andrew, Southern.

DR. FENTON RUDYARD FERGUSON (PNP), St.
Thomas, Eastern.

Ms. LISA RENE SHANTI HANNA, (PNP), St.
Ann, South Eastern.

MRS. SHARON MERLE HAY -WEBSTER (PNP),
St. Catherine, South Central.

MRS. MAXINE ANTOINETTE HENRY-WILSON,
(PNP), St. Andrew, South Eastern.

MR. JOSEPH URIAH HIBBERT, (JLP), St.
Andrew, East Rural.

MR. ANTHONY GEORGE HYLTON, (PNP), St.
Andrew, Western.

MR. OTHNEIL DAMION ST. ELMO LAWRENCE,
(JLP), St. AnnNorth Western.

MR. DESMOND GREGORY MAIR, (JLP), St.
Catherine, North Eastern.

DR. KENNETH WYKEHAM MCcNEILL, (PNP),
Westmoreland, Western.

MR. CLIVE ARTHUR MULLINGS, (JLP), St.
James, West Central.

MR. PHILLIP FEANNY PAULWELL, (PNP),

Kingston, Eastern and Port Royal.

DEAN ALEXANDER PEART, (PNP),
ManchesterNorth Western.

MR.

MR. TARN ANDREW PERALTO, (JLP), St.
Mary, South Eastern.

DR. PETER DAVID PHILLIPS, (PNP), St.
Andrew, East Central.

THE MOST HON. PORTIA LUCRETIA SIMPSON
MILLER, (PNP), St. Andrew, South
Western, Leader of the Opgton.

MR. DERRICK CHARLES SMITH, (JLP), St.
Andrew, North Western.

MR. ERNEST AUGUSTUS SMITH, (JLP), St.
Ann, South Western.

REV. RONALD GEORGE THWAITES, (PNP),
Kingston, Central.

Mr. FRANKLYN ROBERT WITTER, (JLP), St.
Elizabeth, South Eastern.

PRAYERS
Prayers were offered by Reverend Ronald
Thwaites.
The House resumed its sitting at 2:31 p.m.
The SPEAKER: Please be seated.
The HonourableHouse now resumes its
sitting.

CALL OF THE ROLL
(See Listing

The SPEAKER: Members, this afternoon
we wouldlike to welcome to the sitting of the
House of Parliament a number of persons. |
won't call out by names, but | see a number of
Ambassadors and High Commissioners.
Please wlcome to the sitting this afternoon of
the budget presentation. (Applause)

And | would also like to extend a special
welcome to, the Minister who is making his
presentation this afternoon, his wife. And |
see his daughter and his brother and sister.
Welcome to the sitting of Parliament.
(Applause)
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Please, those of usthose persa sitting

in the Gallery, kindly just check on your
cellphone to make sure that it is off or on
vibrate. And | don't want to see anyone
speaking on the cellphone during the
presentation. Although it may not be
disturbing to the Chamber itself, it might be
disturbing to your neighbour. So please just
turn it off or put it on vibrate or preferably on
text or BB.

(MR. DERRICK FLAVIUS KELLIER, (PNP),
St. James, Southern, entered and took his
seat.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Clerk laid onhie Table of the House a
copy of the following:

1 Ministry Paper No. 27
Annual Report and Audited Financial
Statement of the National Irrigation
Commission Limited for the year
ending March 31, 2009
Ministry Paper No. 28
Cabinet agenda issus April 11,
2011
Ministry Paper No. 29
Annual Report of the Ministry of
Health for the year 2006
Ministry Paper No. 30
Annual Report of the National Health
Fund of Jamaica for the year 2009.
(CDs)
Ministry Paper No. 31
Revenue Meases for the financial
year 2011/2012
Administrator General's Department
(Executive Agency)

Annual Report and Audited Financial
Statements for the year ended March
31, 2007

1 Jamaica Mortgage Bank
Annual Report and Audited Financial
Statemets for the year ended March
31, 2010

1 Publications of the Statistical Institute
of Jamaica
(CDs)

1 Demographic Statistics 2010

1 External Trade Bulletin January to
December 2010 Preliminary Data

1 Procedure Price Index Bulletin
Annual Report 2010

1 Employment earnings and hours
worked in large establishments 2008
to 2010

1 Quarterly Gross Domestic Product
October to December 2010 (Volume 9
No. 4)

9 Consumer Price Index Annual Report
2010 Labour Force Report 2010

1 The Household Environment Survey
2008

1 The E®onomic and Social Survey
Jamaica 2010

M Financial Statements and Revenue

Estimates for the year ended March
31, 2010

(MR. COLIN ALFREDA. FAGAN, (PNP),
St. Catherine, South Easteenmtered and
took his seaj.

REPORTS FROM COMMITT EES
Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on
the Table of the House a copy of the Report of
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the Standing Finance Committee of the whole
House of Representatives on the Estimates of
Expenditure for the financial year ending
March 31, 2012 and the JamaicRublic
Bodies Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure  Dr.
for the financial year ending March 2012.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERSTO

QUESTIONS

The SPEAKER: Dr. Phillips.
PHILLIPS: Mr. Speaker, | beg to
give notice that at the expiration of 21 days |

will ask the Minister of Finance and the Public

NOTICES OF MOTIONS GIVEN
ORALLY

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice that at the next meeting of the House |
will move:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Repbof
the Standing Finance Committee of the
whole  House of Representatives
consisting of all members of the House on
the Estimates of Expenditure for the
financial year ending March 31, 2012 and Question 2:
the Jamaica Public Bodies Estimates of
Revenue and Expeéliture for the financial
year ending March 2012, which was laid
on the Table of the House on Thursday the
28" day of April, 2011, be adopted.

Mr. Speaker, | further beg to give notice
that at a later stage today | will move for the Question 3:
suspension of th&tanding Orders to enable
me to take the motion.

And, Mr. Speaker, | beg to give notice that
at the next meeting of the House | will move
to introduce and have read a first time a Bill
shortly entitted "The Appropriation Act,
2011".

Mr. Speaker, | fuher beg to give notice
that at a later stage today | will move for the
suspension of the Standing Orders to enable
me to introduce the Bill, have it read a first
time, give notice of second reading and
commence debate on the Bill.

Question 1:

Question 4:

Service the following questions:

Is the Minister aware that a
special liquidator has been
appointed by the authorities in
the Turks& Caicos Islands

to recover and make
distribution of fundsto

certain defrauded investors in
OLINT/David SmithPonzi
schemes?

If the arswer to 1 above is
yes, is the Financial Services
Commission of Jamaica
formally cooperating with the
specially appointed liquidator
in the Turks& Caicos

Islands?

If the answer to 1 above is no,
will the Minister indicate

what measures are being
undertaken specifically to
secure the interests of
defrauded Jamaican investors?
Is it the intention of the
Government of Jamaica
through its agencies to
independently pisue civil
action in the courts to recover
the funds defrauded from
Jamaican investors in David
S mi tPbndi schemes?
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Question 5:  Is the Government pursuing Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, Members will
any action criminal or civil be aware that there will not be a full debaie
against thevarious entities the Report but on the Appropriation Bill. |

which acted as théréfae rdoger that the motion to adopt the
Fundso t o c¢hanReedrtberagreedte.s t o
David Smith and hi®onzi The SPEAKER: Members, the motion
schemes? before you as detailed by the Minister of
Mr. Speaker, as you may recall, the Finance.
guestions were asked in the last session of the  Put to the House and agreed to.
Parliament and | would therefore not be The SPEAKER: So approed.
inclined - and | am saying this so the Leader Mr. SHAW: And, Mr. Speaker, | now
of the House can assist to have them delayeanove for the suspension of the Standing
beyond the point that they were delayed for Orders to enable me to introduce the Bill
answer in the previous session of theshortly entitted "The Appropriation Act,
Parliament. 2011", to have it read a first time and give
The SPEAKER: They are now being notice of second reading.
redirected though to the Minister of Finance The SPEAKER: Members the motion

(Sotto voceomment by Mr. Shaw) before you is for the suspension of Standing
Orders to allow the motion to be taken by the
PUBLIC BUSINESS Minister of Finance, notice of which he gave
The SPEAKER: House Leader. earlier.
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, the main Put to the House and agreed to.
business today is the presentation of the  Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | now move to
Minister of Finance. introduce and have read first time a Bill

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | now move for shortly entitted "The Appropriation Act,
the suspension of the Standing éml to  2011".
enable me to take the motion, notice of which Bill shortly entitled:
| gave earlier. "The Appropriation Act, 2011" ,

The SPEAKER: Members, the motion read a first time.
before the House is for the suspension of The SPEAKER: House Leader.
Standing Orders to allow the Minister of Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, the
Finance to take the motion, notice of which he Minister of Finance will now make his

gave earlier. presentatio.
Put tothe House and agreed to. The SPEAKER: Mr. Shaw.
(Applause)
(MR. ROBERTDIXON PICKERSGILL,
(PNP), St. Catherine, North Western, BUDGET DEBATE
entered and took his seat.) Mr. SHAW: Thank you very much, Mr.

The SPEAKER: Minister Shaw. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, | now beg to give notice of liquidity challenges? Would inflation become
second reading of the Bill. a runaway train? Would the exatge rate
Mr. Speaker, exactly a year ago Jamaicacontinue to be under pressure, and would we
faced a very different realityCertainly for me have to resort to, as the previous Government
and the economic management team at thalid, a high interest rate regime as the sole
Ministry of Finance, it was a time of intense mechanism of supporting the local currency?
activity and immense pressure because ofThese were but a few of the significant
what was at stake. Jamaica was grappling withimponderables.
the fallout from the most severe economic Mr. Speake, what a difference a year
crisis the world had seen i &ears. Not only makes! Today Jamaica enjoys a stable though
did we face an international economic crisis, delicate macroeconomic environment.
we faced many natural disasters: The worst(Applause) Much of the genesis of this
drought in fifty years, the most rain in many stability is due to the Jamaica Debt Exchange,
decades, storms and hurricanes. All of this,the most successful debt swap in history. The
Mr. Speaker, was compounded by an economydebt exchange ds, without question, been a
that has only grwn by a half a per cent per major pillar on which our entire recovery plan
year for the past 16 years, even as the worldhas been constructed. A year later, it has come
and regional economies have grown by into mean much more than a foundation block
excess of 5%. for our recovery plan. The JDX has become a
We inherited an economy on the border of symbol of the courage and spirit of undiluted
collapse. The only option for survival was for patriotism that we represent as a people.
us to make significant ganwhanging (Applause)
decisions. Top of the list was negotiating an We have come a long way indeed, but our
IMF Agreement with the most bearable terms condition remains delicate. And by that | mean
possible, given the weak hand we held. Well,the economy has stabilized, but we must be
Mr. Speaker, with God's help we inked an aware of storm clouds that could threaten. |
Agreement with the IMF which unlocked speak of rising oil and eomodity prices such
unprecedented levels of funding from three as the price of grain. | also speak of Jamaica's
other multilateral partners: the World Bank, vulnerability to natural disasterg=or which |
the IDB and the Caribbean Development might indicate, for the first time we have set
Bank. aside an amount of $ldlion as a
This was only the first step along a long contingency in the event of natural disasters in
journey to mapping out a plan for Jamaica to thisbudget year. (Applause)
regain economic health. For although the But, Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to
Jamaica Debt Exchangean IMF prior &tion focus on the negatives. We must recognise
- surpassed expectations in terms of investorthat the waves have calmed and the thick fog
support, the reaction of a peHDX market that had descended upon us from inherited and
remained to be seen. Would the interest rateglobal conditions is beginning to clear. The
hold? Would the financial sector have Ship of Statés a stable now and it is time for
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us to power up and set sail into the wide openEveryone should have a wife like Susan.

sea again. It is time for us to go for growth. She is literally, Mr. Speaker, the wind

(Applause) between my wings, and | am indeed blessed.
Mr. Speaker, every  responsible My children, Sasha, Renee, Allison and of

government's primary objective must be to course, the new kid on the lblg Christiana

balance spending with revenue; and thisur  Isabelle. You have my heart. Your

primary objective from now until 2015/16, unconditional love and support is something |

when we hope to achieve the dream of ado not take for granted and | thank you all

balanced budget. A balanced budget will allow very much.

us to attain the dreams of Independence. This (Applause)

Government's objective is to how build on the Mr. Brothers are here and their wives. My

many gains made in the labrée years and to brother from California and his dear wife, and

create a base for growth and prosperity. Michael and John from New York and his
Permit me, Mr. Speaker, before I goanydear wi fe Maggi e, i tos

further, to express my gratitude to the us.

Financial Secretary, the Deputy Financial (Applause)

Secretaries and their teams at the Ministry of | want to thank the Members of the

Finance and the Public S#&re, for their  Diplomatic Corps for their presence in the

dedication and expertise and absoluteHouse as well, and members from my

professionalism during one of the most constituency of North East Manchester. And |

challenging years in Jamaica's history. just want to tell my constituents, thanks for

(Applause) your support . I know
It is not a perfunctionary gesture forme.l much as they would 1| ik

deeply appreciate your support and there for them.

willingness to go beyond thealt of duty. In order for us, Mr. Speaker, to achieve

Many of them have had sleepless nightsour mutually desired objectives of economic
during the debt exchange and during even thedevelopment, wdtn creation, job creation and
few days leading up to this Budget Debate. higher living standards for our people, | want
I wish to thank the Statistical Institute of to make the point upfront, even before | set
Jamaica, the Planning Institute of Jamaica andbut the framework for this presentation.

the Bank of Jamaica ffall their hard work in | believe, that we must have the courage,
getting information together for us in this Mr. Speaker, to set priorities in the full
debate. knowledge that there are structural

(Applause) preconditions necessary to achieving the

Let me thank also, Mr. Speaker, although growth and development that we need.
you have acknowledged her already, | have to  This also means, that in setting priorities,
thank my dear wife for her understanding all sectors no matter how deserving, cannot be
and....(Applause)...and her unmeaswtdove  priorities all at the same time. So while we
and support during this presstiiéed year. have sougt to maintain high levels of
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spending in education, in health and social I n rel ation t o-By Jan
services ideal levels of expenditure in these Agreement with the IMF, there was continued
vital areas can only come when the economy,improvement in many of the key
having been restructured and stabilized, beginanacroeconomic indicators up to the end of the

to grow and earn its way. fiscal year. Inflation andnarketdetermined
(Applause) interest rates trended downwards, the Net
For the presentation, | will speak on three International Reserves remain strong and

broad areas today, Mr. Speaker. | havedespite continued weakness in the real

changed the structure and approach to thissconomy, all the quantitative targets in the
presentation.  Firstly, | will speak on the IMF StandBy Arrangement up to September
stabilization of the economy, where | will were met.

review the performance under the Sty (Applause)

Agreement with the IMF. A review of the December 2010 and

Secondly, | will examine the issue of March 2011 quantitative targets and structural
growth and within that context look at the benchmarks will be conducted by the IMF in
mediumterm targets, the role of government, the first quarter of this fiscal year.
both on issues of governance as well as public  However, for the fiscal year 2010/2011 we
investment. And finally, to speak directly to can report, that most quantitative targets were
the budget by way of expenditure, the met. Noably, however, the primary surplus of
financing of the budget and a revenue $53.4 Billion was $4.2 Billion below the
programme, which will also be presented. revised StandBy Agreement target of $57.6
And that will be presented within the context Billion. The structural benchmarks that are
of a discussion on tax reform initiatives being aggressively pursued include the Public
combined with certain tax measures which areSector Transformation, Divestment, Tax
proposed. Refam and Debt Management Legislation.

In terms of the stabilization of the Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt about the
economy, Mr. Speaker, the Bank of Jamaicastability that is emerging in our economy. The
continued to ease its monetary policy stanceeconomic data tells all.
during fiscal year 2010/11, while maintaining In the context of interest rates and in the
its focus on engendering price stability within context of improved market confidence, the
the economy. The | oBaskeohJamairaeduéed thehirgeredh eate brd s
policy stance occurred in the context of 30-day Certificates of Deposit over the fiscal
improving inflation prospects, general stability year by a total of 375 basis points to a new
in the foreign exchange market and relatively low, an all time low in the history of the Bank
strong Net International Reserves. In addition, of 6.75% interest rate.
there was improved market confidence (Applause)
consequent on the achievement ofargerly Coming down from 10% in March of
guantitative targets under the Stebyl 2010. Theeasig of t he Bankads
Agreement with the IMF. created the basis for further declines in market



39
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

rates. In particular, the afay and 18@lay | want to remind our ®n k s , donod
Government of Jamaica Treasury Bill yields there, because we must continue on our path
declined to a historic low of 6.46% and 6.63% downward path toward single digit prime
respectively, at the end of March 20Irbrh interest rates. (Applausdyir. Speaker, that
10.18% and 10.49% at the end of March 2010,vision must be our mutual and unshakable
when compared. In addition, yields on commitment. (Applause)
Government of Jamaica Global bonds declined In terms of the foreign exchange market
by 50 basis/bases points over the fiscal year. the Bank of Jamaica continued to purchase
In addition to effecting the rate reductions, and sell foreign currency in order to minimize
the Bank of Jamaica lowered thash reserve volatility in the foreign exchange market. The
requirement and the liquid asset requirementBank also maintained a foreign exchange
against Jamaica Dollar liabilities of the facility for the public sector entities, which
deposittaking institutions, moving it down contributed to the general stabjliin the
from 14% to 12%, thus making some $4.5 foreign exchange market.

billion of loanable funds additional being When | became Minister of Finance, one
available through the commeati banking of the things I noticed, Mr. Speaker, was that a
system.  (Applause) lot of the volatility and the exchange rate

I must note that despite the easing of slippage was taking place because our own
monetary policy the rate of decline in institutions whether it was Petrojam or any
commercial bank rates have not kept pace andther institution, Port Authority of Jamaica
demand for loans by the private sectanot  that required a lot of foreign exchang&hey
surprisingly- have remained weak during the would be in the private market competing for
past year. Growth in private sector credit dollars and making our foreign exchange rate
demand was a margindl.5% over the fiscal unstable As a resultthe Bank of Jamaica
year to February 2011. now deals directly with the nde of the public

However, Mr. Speaker, | am heartened to sector entities. (Applause)
see that just yesterday, one of our larger Mr. Speaker, given- the value of the
commercial banks has taken the lead to reducelomestic currencyyiz-a-viz the US dollar,
its Base Lending Rate bynather 100 basis actually appreciated by 4.4% in the fiscal year
points to 15.75%, down from 16.75%. This is (Applause)é relative to a mild depreciation
one of the lowest rates in over 27 years in thethe year before.
commercial banking system. (Applause) In terms of theNet International Reserves,

The bank concurrently announced an Jamaica continues to hold high foreign
additional $500 Million Productive Sector reserves at the end of March 2011. The stock
Growth Loan Fund. This offewill be made  of the NIR was $2.53Billion, an increase of
available at a concessionary interest rate ofUS$801 Million over the same period last
8.95% down from the previous 9.95%, which year. (Applause) Gross Reserves stood at an
was offered before. (Applaus@his is for  all time hgh, Mr. Speaker, of US$3Aillion,
business in the productive sector. And | covering over 23veeks imports of goods and
commend the Bank for tasking this lead role. services. This is the highest level of NIR and
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Gross Foreigiex c han g e
history.  (Applause)

In terms of inflation, Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to announdhat the inflation rate for

resery

the past fiscal year was 7.8%, well within the made it

alde to achidvetsn projectmriss This was
achieved in a very difficult, almost
unprecedented, global environment. The very
unstable domestic and global environment
extremely difficult to project

target range of 7.5% to 9.5% that | announcedaccurately.

at the beginning of the fiscal
(Applause)
We all recall the fact that it was affected

by adverse weather conditions. We had th

year.

prolonged drought conditions from as far back stable globally,

Many who now talk loudest about the
accuracy and coibility of projections dealing
with debt and deficits, had their difficulty
during their time Times that were relatively
but let us look at the

as June 09 and to May 2010, and the impact operformance certainly over the past seyén

Tropical Storm Nicole in September of last
year.

years. We have seen thaver the past seven

These two extreme weather conditions(7) years, Mr. Speaker, it is just this year,

resulted in shortage in some agricultural crops2010/2011 that we had in fact exceeded our

in the first three quartersf the last fiscal year

fiscal deficit target. We set a deficit target of

and contributed notably to price increases in6.5%, Mr. Speaker, in the midst of this most

food and noralcoholic beverages.

difficult period and we have achieved a fiscal

We know of the increases in the price of dficit target of 6.1%. (Applause)

oil on the world market, Mr. Speaker, as well

Mr. Speaker, having given that brief

as the increase in prices of grains, includingintroduction the macroeconomic sideWe

wheat, corn ath rice on the world market as a
result of various natural
increased demand for biofuel.

now turn to discuss the questierand this is

disasters and macroeconomic as wellof economic growth,

which ultimately is the target of our

In addition to these factors, there were a stabilizationefforts.

number of administrative cost adjustments
related to bus fare and wage increases, whickeconomic decline has been slowing.

contributed also to thdomestic inflation rate.

However, the revaluation of 4.4% in the value have declined by 0.7%,

of the dollar had its own mitigating impact on
the rate of inflation.

Mr. Speaker, | feel impelled and | must
take time out to applaud the work of the
Governor of the Bank of Jamai@nd his team
for their hard and focused work and
efficiency... (Applause) ...in keeping our

financial system stable and our monetary Jamaica and

policy responsive.
Mr. Speaker, this year marks the first in

The latest estimates show that our rate of
For
2010/11 the Jamaican economy is estimated to
following two
consecutive Fiscal Years of contraction,
averaging 2.1%per annum This is inded
encouraging.

The slower rate of economic contraction
was influenced by improved international
economic conditions which facilitated a
modest improvement in remittance inflows to
resuscitated aspects of our
bauxite and alumina industry.

Robust growth was recorded in mining

over a decade that any Government has beeand quarrying. The industry is estimated to
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have expanded by 22% in the last Fiscal Yearquarter of this year, with domestic agriculture
following a significant decline of 54.7% in the growing by 24% in ths last quarter.
previous Fiscal Year. Increased world demand(Applause) And,Mr. Speaker, this is the best
for aluminum led to subsequent ralizaton quarter |l vy performance
of operations wi t hi n addsadnby tha Gvinistdr aofi Agriculture.a n
alumina industries. One of the thrg8) (Applause) The production and productivity
alumina plants that was closed in 2009, programme of the Ministry of Agriculture,
reopened in June of last year. The reopenedhrough best practicebave helped farmers to
plant represented approximately 15% of themitigate the effects of the unfavourable
alumina industryods c aweatltei tconditions which affected crop
In addition, Mr. Speaker, daily operations establishments and yields throughout the year.
at the sole bauxite plant were increased. And IThe Minister of Agriculture has shown what
congratulate the Minister of Energy and hard work, commitment to our farmers and
Mining for his efforts in stabilizing this vision can do.
important sector of the Jamaican economy. A Government MEMBER: Hear, hedr
(Applause) Mr. SHAW: The sector is now poised for
The hotel industry and substor is  growth, as we see demand for agrocessing
estimated to have grown by 2.8% in the Fiscaland more linkages between farmers and the
Year compared with an expansion of 4.1% in hospitality sector grow. (Applause) And, Mr.
the previous Fiscal Year, 2009/10. The lower Speaker, | want to thank the Minister for
growth last year was partially due to the journgying with me to Coleyville yesterday in
cancellation of flights from Europe due to the my constituency...

volcanic ash cloudsas well as the negative Opposition MEMBER: How you got
travel advisories following the disturbances in there?
Western Kingston. Mr. SHAW: ..where we launched an

The tourism industry, however, benefitted innovative programme for the construction of
from increased airlift to the island and a modern storage, grading and packaging
aggressive promotions by the Government andfacility that will be used...
industry players as well as expandezbm (Sotb vocecomments)
capacity. Further, below normal winter ...it will be used to work with the farmers, both
temperatures i n J a maigreeahmsse teamreliogy as wellbas afielas t
markets also aided tourist arrivals. technology, where the farmers can get their

But, Mr. Speaker, | have to congratulate produce nicely graded, washed, properly
the hard working Minister of Tourism for the prepared and packaged for sale to the tourism
excellent job that he has been doing inand the supenarket sectors, among other
stablizing the sector during the global crisis. things. (Applause) And this is a unique joint

(Applause) venture between Jamaica Producers and the
Despite reduced performance in the lastChr i sti ana Potato Grow
Fiscal Year due to Tropical Storm Nicole,the we | ove t he | a®hestana Tl

agricultural sector rebounded in the March Prided . Ah | ove it (L
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When te first package oEhristiana Pride is Cabinet also approved the drafting of
readyl am gonna hand one to the Leader of legislation which will assign institutional
the Opposition, myself. (Laughter) (Applause) responsibility for the oversight of financial

Mr. Speaker... system stability to the Bank of Jamaica.
(Inaudible comments by Government The Credit Reporting Act was passed and
Members) took effect from October 1; and sor fthere
Mr. SHAW: ..We might have to send are three applications to the Bank of Jamaica
you back to yuh seat, you know. for the operation of a Credit Bureau in
(Referring to Mr. Buchanan) Jamaica. Mr. Speaker, we hope that at least
Government MEMBERS: Yes. one Bureau will be in operation, with the

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, in terms of implication for lending to micro and small
the Balance of Payments. The balance ofbusiness will then become quitevolutionary
payments data available for the period April to as the access to funding to these persons
December, showed a Current Account deficit should be easier and made more affordable.
of US$947 Million, repesenting a Mr. Speaker, as the House may recall,
deterioration of US$35 Million, relative to the early in the global financial crisis, the Bank of
comparable period of the previous Fiscal Year.Jamaica created a special lending window for
This reflected an increase in the merchandisemembers of the finamal sector who had
trade deficit and the impact of which was crossborder investments. They were subject
partly offset by improvement in the services to margin calls.
account. | am very pleased to announce that the

The gowth in imports largely reflected an facility of US$175 Million, which was loaned
increase of 9% in spending on fuel imports, to mainly members of the securities dealers
the decline in exports largely as a result of agroups has now been fully repaid by the
fall in nontraditional exports, and was related sedor. (Applause) Our financial sector has
to a reduction of 86% in earnings from ethanol survived the crisis and is now ready to grow
export due to the closure afd ethanol plants again.
in the context of increases in the price of | can now state that despite the debt
imported inputs. burden, natural disasters and a hostile global

In terms of the financial sector, Mr. economic environment, interest rates are
Speaker, within the stabilization thrust, trending down, the foreign exchganmarket is
significant progress was made in the laststable, the NIR is stable, there is foreign
Fiscal Year, as it relates to planned reform of exchange to fund investment and growth, the

this sector. rate of decline in the economy has slowed,
The concept paper showing new signs of @rowthiahdunélation has

Statuteo was final i zmaleratedn 2010. Thi s wi |

effectively consolidate the existing Banking The Jamaican economy has shown signs

Act, the Financial Institutions Act and the of stability, setting the stage for new
Bank of Jamaica (Building Societies) investment and growth in the economy.
Regulations into a single piece of legiiia. (Inaudible) (Applause)
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Mr. Speaker, many wealthier countries you are in trouble, if you sick, if you have
have similar challenges as we do. But unlikeemergency, and you go to the emergency
these other countries, we have not defaultedroom you have to be stabilized. This economy
on debt, we have not embarked on sn&s  was sick. We have had toabilize the sick
cuts in the public sector, we have not cut oureconomy. (Applause) Now that we have
special assistance programme for the needyproven and demonstrated with the help of all
In fact, we have increased our assistance forour stakeholders, including those who were
the PATH programme. (Applause) We have involved in the debt exchange and the business
increased to unprecedented levels ourcommunity, everybody, the manufacturers, the
assistance for the School Feedimpgbamme  hoteliers, everybody,we are all working
and other programmes through the CHASEtogether. We have gotten stability now.

Fund and the Constituency Development Now, Mr. Speaker, we must turn our
Fund... attention to go for growth in the economy.

Mr. BUCHANAN: You know dat! You (Applause) And in that context, | will present

know dat! You more than anybody else know the mediurterm macro economic framework

dat is not true and then speak on the eobf Government in
Mr. SHAW: ..and the Jamaica Social the quest for growth in the Jamaican economy.
Investment Fund. It is an issue that | have been challenged to

(Inaudiblecomments by Mr. Buchanan)  speak about and this is why | have changed the

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | can say that structure of the speech, because now | want to
in terms of the preservation of the social safetyspeak about the fundamental pulse points of
net, despite the challenges on the revenue sidegrowth, Mr. Speaker, that relate to a broad
we have not only preserved these socialrange of issues.
programmes, we have significantly expanded = The macreeconomic profile, it speaks to
the® programmes for the needy. (Applause) quality of governance, including higher levels

In all of this, Mr. Speaker, when of transparency in governance that can build
compared with other territories, we have the level of confidence that we need in the
remained calm and have sought to implementeconomy. And thent ispeaks to the kind of
strategies that will create a future of growth. public sector investment that is taking place,
The journey has only started. But it istep  both in Central Government and in terms of
in the right direction, a process that we havethe selected public bodies investment as well.
started and we intend to complete, Mr. And t hose are the prog

Speaker. (Applause) within the context of this growth programme.

Mr. BUCHANAN: Andé you | eaWe BWAHANAN: You know O
poverty! transparency? Spell the word.

Mr. SHAW: We might have to send him (Inaudible comments by Mr. Buchanan)
back to Westmoreland. Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, as you know,

Mr. Speaker, | now turn to thegmd  the mediurierm macroeconomic programme
major area of my presentation, having spokenis supported by the IMF and the other
about stabilizati on brltlaevatiestitutiondand formsppoof thea n t
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basis for t h e -teanosoeaiet r y 6lrs additiend ihes expected reopening of
economic  policy framework towards WI NDALCO6s Kirkvine pl
achieving the objectives of the National of this year and ALPART, next year, provides
Development Plan, the Vision B0 for  significant growth impetus over the medium

Jamaica. term and we also expect growth in agriculture
Our broad strategic priorities from and tourism.
2011/12 and through the meditBrm are Inflation has been moderatingidihaving

economic growth, job creation and come within the target for this Fiscal Year, the
competitiveness in the economy that is projections have been revised downwards to
underpinned by crime reduction, tax reform 7% for this Fiscal Year, the new Fiscal Year,
and public sector transformation, Mr. and 6.5% for each of the fiscal years going
Speaker. forward 2012/13 and 2013/14.
Government MEMBER: Hear, hedr The Net International Reservesvel is
Mr. SHAW: These priority areas projected toremain around US$2 Billion level.
complement our commitmemd balancing the The fiscal targets laid on the table today will
fiscal accounts over the time as a necessarpe aggressively pursued to demonstrate the
condition toward creating more fiscal spaceGover nment 6s unyi el dir
for investment, mainly in the areas of national fiscal adjustment in a manner that the country
security, health, education and public has not seen for a lotigne.
infrastructure. The mediurierm programme projects,
Economic growth of 1.5% is targeted for Mr. Speaker, a fiscal deficit of 4.6% of GDP
this fiscal year. It is a modest growth target. | towards a balanced budget in 2015/2016.
prefer that we start modestly. And it is my Over the past year, fiscal policy has been
intention that with tdarefulls regewsed dndh avaluated with a e €
with the hard work that we are all committed emphasis on tax policy. Over the years
to, it is quite likely that we will exceed that numerous studies on tax policy have been
modest targeted prgtion of 1.5%. And itis undertaken. The Government is not short of
expected to increase to 2% over the next twoproposals. Action must now be taken.
years after that. My comment also is that | amProposals must now be implemented to create
deliberately erring and the Bank of Jamaicaa real and concrete basis towards our aim of
and those who are responsible are erring oreliminating the overall public sector deficit
the side of conservatism in projecting the during the medium term and getting our debt
growth, given the difficult circumstances that ratios down.
we have faced. The Government must begin to use fiscal
The improved performance in the policy, not just to support itself, but to
domestic economic activity is predicated on promote economic stability and growth in the
recovery in the global economy, particularly economy. There will be further details on the
for the United States as the recession isdiscussion of tax policin this presentation.
expected to end in 2011. Mr. Speaker, | turn briefly now to look at
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the role of certain entities in the economic The Governmenbwned factories used to
restructuring programme and this includes theincur operational losses of an average of $1
divestment of loss making public entities. Billion per year, and a cash loss of over $2
In terms of the Clarendon Alumina Billion per yearAnd we, the taxpayers have
Production, th&overnment of Jamaica is now had to be covering and subsidizing the cost of
in negotiation for the sale of Claremont the Sugar Company of Jamaica. That is now
Alumina Partners or production which is the behind us we have divested the Sugar
45% ownership that we have in JAMALCO. Company of Jamaica. (Applause)
Further details will be provided in due course. In terms of Air Jamaica, Mr. Speaker, Air
We simply cannot continue to subsidize the Jamaica and the period dfet transition with
operations HCAP, Mr. Speaker, including an Caribbean Airlines is scheduled to close at the
iniquitous forward sale agreement that is anend of this week, the 30of April. The
albatross around our necks. Since becomingransition period was necessary to ensure that
Finance Minister we have had to fork out over control of Air Jamaica Limited operations was
US$230Million to subsidize this contract for successfully transferred to Caribbean Airlines
CAP. We cannot continue to subsidize this while alowing the time necessary for

operation. (Applause) Caribbean Airlines to secure the necessary
I n terms of t he s ug #icencadand preperigiategtate the aperations é
(Sotto voce&omments by Members) As of today, we have so far had a
Mr. GALLIMORE: Legacy. successful operation and CAL has secured the

Mr. SHAW: In terms of the sugar rights to fly from Jamaica to North America,
divestment process, tlt@overnment has made and has made significant progress in
significant progress in implementing its integrating both operations into one while
revised sugar daptation strategy. Having maintaining the strong Air Jamaica brand. The
divested the first two public sector sugar country also has benefitted as we have not
estates in 2009, in July of last year, the Primeseen any disruption to airlift capacity and the
Minister signed the agreements which initiated Government has avoided accruing any
the divestment of the three remaining additionallosses from Air Jamaica.
Government of Jamaica estates Frome, Liquidation of the majority of the external
Monymusk and Benard Lodge to payables, which includes the amount of
COMPLANT International Sugar Industry US$31Million to the internal revenue service
Company of China. of the United States has been done, with which

Some US$15Million is now to be spent we received a refund, in fact, of some US$2.4
on refurbishing factories and fields and Million based on the fact that we made efforts
eventually another US$20Million will be to liquidate expeditiously and earlier than
used to build a 200,000 tonne sugar refinery.anticipated. (Applause)

These are thdevels of investment that are By the end of April 2011, we would have
proposed in relation to the divested Sugarreturned four of the sif6) leased aircraft base
Company of Jamaica, Mr. Speaker. on negotiated early returns which have saved
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us signifcant future liabilities. And that has You may recall the March 2010, the
been so because Caribbean AirlinesPublic Bodies Management Accountability
themselves have already put into the fleetAct to establish a fiscal responsibility
some five (5) new Boeing aircraft that they framework for JamaicaWe amended the Act.
have painted with Air Jamaica colours, Mr. One of the requirements of this Act is the
Speaker, and they have plans to put in& 7 presentation, Mr. Speaker, of a combined
DreamLiner that will go to London once the budget of the Public Bodies and Central
London route has been reestablished. Government. The first presentation of this new
Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that last budgetay requirement was made last year.
fiscal year the Government budgeted US$204This year the combined expenditure budget is
Million - US$17 Billion to pay out certain  $987 Billion. In other words, it is not just the
external payables and we paid out only $163$544Billion that is in the Central Government
Million, we were therefore able to apply the expenditure, but you must add to that the $469
difference to pay off a long term loan, and Billion or so in the public seot expenditure
thereby save hundreds of thousands of USfor a grand total expenditure of almost $1
dollars in interest payments. This is consistentTrillion in this fiscal year, an increase of 13%
with the way we have treated with the IRS over last year.
liability that is, choosing to pay it off kere In 2010, total capital expenditure, this is
possible thereby saving taxpayers money. important, capital expenditure now by the
Agreement has been reached on all thepublic sector entities was $7RBillion. The
issues involved in Air Jamaica/Caribbean projection for 2011 and 2012 is moving up to
Airlines merger and it is anticipated that the $89 Billion, Mr. Speaker, or an increase of
shareholders agreement will be signed by the24%, and most of the projected expenditure
due date of April 30, which is a cdepdays wi | | be in the country
away. water, housing infrastructure and urban
In terms, Mr. Speaker, of other public renewal. Mr. Speaker, when this exgitare
sector entities, in terms of the investment inis combined with the $68illion in non-debt
infrastructure, for the last four years | have capital expenditure of the Central
made the performance of the public sector Government, it totals a whopping $1B8lion
entities a major item in my speeches to thisof capital expenditure, the largest expenditure
Honourable House. IApril 2006, the major of capital in the history of Jamaica.
public sector entities had employment of some  (Applause)

19,000 workers with assets of $5@&dlion. The SPEAKER: The Memler's time for
Transfers to the Central Government from speaking has expired.
these entities total $1Billion. The projections Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, | would

for 2012 are that these agencies will have anlike to move for the suspension of Standing
assetbase of $834Billion. Assets have been Orders to enable the Member to complete his
increased by 60% over the period and transfergpresentation.

to Central Government are expected to be $24 The SPEAKER: Members, the motion
Billion, or increase of 72%. (Applause) before the House is for the suspension of the



47
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Standing Order to allow the Member to There is nothing to hide. The information is

complete his presentation. available and will be provided. (Applause)
Motion put to the House and agreed to Government MEMBERS: Walk out,
The SPEAKER: Minister Shaw. walk out
Mr. SHAW: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | wish to
and | thank the Honourable Members. stress, Iwish to stress, Mr. Speaker, that in

Mr. Speaker, in terms of the Road addition to the 20% fuel cess of $1B8lion
Maintenamre Fund, which has been the subjectand the proceeds of the motor vehicle licences
of some kind of contrived controversy; the of some $738Million, the Government of
objectives of the Road Maintenance Fund areJamaica has budgeted an additional $750
to overall, upgrade and improve the main andMillion in support for the RMF to ensure
parochial road network throughout the island. financing of 15% down payment on the
The overall intention ido keep the i n d 6 £S$100 Million to be spent this year. And
main road network at internationally $800 million to finance interest costs on the
acceptable standards. Maintenance JDIP loan and the PetroCaribe loans as well as
programmes are geared towards potholeadministrative and routine road maintenance
elimination, cleaning of drains, the timely by the RMF.
repair to bridges and roads and pedestrian | must stress that notwithstandi the
crossings, thus enhancing general road safetypublic pestering on this issue, for the second
Conseqgently, the RMF were commissioned year, the summaries of expenditure under this
to implement the Jamaica Development programme is published in the Public Bodies
Infrastructure  Programme to facilitate Document. It is, Mr. Speaker, it is transparent
improvement of the roads and foster economicunlike the previous default financing
growth and development. programme that used to had. (Applause)

It is important for me to point out, Mr. Government MEMBER: Come out,
Speaker, contrary to the impressidoeing come out
conveyed by others, that under the JDIP Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, | well recall
projects are designed by the National Workswhen | was sitting on that side, and there was
Agency, and are supervised by them and areStanding Finance Committee, and the then
expected to be executed over fi{&) years at  Minister of Transport and Works was sitting
a cost of US$400Million, 85% of which  there and | asked him for tiaetails on the
comes from the EXIM Bank of China, roads under the Deferred Financing
US$340Million and the remaining 15% from Programme and he waved his hand and said
the Government of Jamaica and the Roadsure, sure, you will get it. | never got it. But
Maintenance Fund Resources and part of thatwo years later, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, two
of course has to do with the fuel tax. years | ateré

We have mentioned the main areas of  (Cross talk)
focus, and the Government stands ready to  Mr. SHAW: Two years later, we found
provide allof the details on every single road out i Mr. Speaker, two years later we found
that is earmarked for repairs, Mr. Speaker. out when it came on the budget, like a
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Nicodemus coming on to the budget found Mr. SHAW : | wish to highlightthat in

out that the Hope Road was financed at anterms of the National Expett mp or t Ban |
interest rate of 24%, a national scandal tovery proud of the work that they are doing
finance road at that rate of interest. under the leadership of Butch Hendricks and

(Applause) the Board...
Mr . Speakereée A MEMBER : Hear, hedr
Government MEMBERS: Shame, (Applausg

shame! Mr. SHAW : ...as well as Lisa the new
(Cross talk) Managing Director- Lisa Bell, formerly of

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, the National JAMPRO and now at EXM Bank. They are
Water Commission will commence a revised doing an absolutely fantastic job Afplausé
threeyear operational plan this year. But We are increasing loan funding, and until the
suffice to say, Mr. Speaker, the Water commercial banks start to step up to the plate,
Commission will spend10 Billion this year  EX-IM Bank running them hot with low
compared with $@Billion last year. And we interest loans at 7%nterest rate on United
have added $50Million into the Central States Dollar loans being offered by the-EX
Government Capital Ato allow the Water IM Bank of Jamaica today.Applausé
Commission, in addition to the big mega For this new vyear, they are sourcing
projects to be able to deal with a series of US$50Million from the IDB, US$50Million
Minor Water Supply projets all across the from the EXIM Bank of China and additional

island. (Applause) funds from the PetroCée Fund at my
Mr. Speaker, | want to briefly summarise instruction.
the work of the EXIM Bank, PetroCaribe, the MEMBERS: Yes.

Jamai ca Mortgage Bank MarsidAWt Beeauses unlikel ie the past
Loan Bureau, because all of these are criticalwhere we have used PetroCaribe funds, Mr.
Mr. Speaker, to the rgwth programme on Speaker, to top up loss making public entjties
which we are embarking. knowing that they will never be able to service
A MEMBER : Yes, ye$ those loans We are redirecting Pet€aribe
Mr. SHAW : Because you have to grow funds to projects that are sustainable and that
roads, you have to grow water, you have tocan pay back the PetroCaribe Futidt money
grow financing programmes for export, you that needs to be paidAgplausé
have to use PetroCaribe money efficiently, A MEMBER : Teach him teacher.
you have to use mortgageoney to get lower Mr. E. SMITH : Omar yu hear? Yu
priced mortgages to the market and you havegetting yu lesson Omar?
to grow the minds of our children through the A MEMBER : World class.
Studentsd Loan Bur eau. Mr.SHAWG So, Mr.ISpeakgr.a r t of
growth programme Applause A MEMBER : Teach him teacher.
(Cross talky Mr. SHAW : .. my mandate to the EXVI
Mr. ROBERTSON: Talk, talk! Bankis thatwe must find innovative and
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creative ways of providing financing to the A MEMBER : A silencer?
small and medium exporters. In additias Mr. SHAW : A silencer.
lenders, the EXM Bank must providebetter (Cross talks/laughtgr

advisory services to these exporters because Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, the
they are critical to the future growth strategy. PetroCaribe Fund for this fiscal year will make
In terms of the PetroCaribe Fund, during available a total $28illion in loan financing
the last year, it continued to play a pivotal role to Central Government and sélfiancing
in financing the ¢ ounpubliyBodiese clloenFumdiwdl ako play a0 ¢
development. At the end of March of this critical role in financing the implementation of
year, a total of US$1.4 Million or two important programmes which are
approximately J$120 Billion accrued to consistent with national development.
Jamaica under this agreement. This represents The establishment of austainable long
the largest source of concessional loan fundgermmo d e | at the Student
available to the Government of Jamaica. Thear e t o l end money to
benefits to tk public finances and to the (Applausé And PetroCaribe Funds will also,
macrageconomic programme continue to be Mr.  Speaker, be directed at the
significant. And | take the opportunity once implementation of an ambitiou€ommunity
again, Mr. Speaker, to express our deepDevelopment plan, named the Comrityn
appreciation tdPRESIDENTHUGO CHAVEZ and ~ Renewal Programme, which is a part of the
the Government and people of Venezuela forGovernment Growth Inducement Plan. Its
their generosity (Applausé objective is the development of human capital
Dr. DAVIES : PetroCaribe? and the expansion of economic opportunities
Mr. PICKERSGILL : The same man for our most vulnerable in both urban and
dem weh yu cuss, the same man dem weh yuural communities. Applausg It will include
CusSS. the promotion of entrepreneurship and
Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, we are sure, capacity building for micro and small
we are sure, that President Chavez, when henterprises, while the rural development
looks at the profile of the responsible projects will support innovative agriculture
expenditure by hHis Government of the projects and promote food salfifficiency.
PetroCaribe Fund he will be very proud of Mr. Speaker, this Administration is

how we are operating. Applausé mindful of the fact that PetroCaribe is, at core,
Mr. BUCHANAN : Yu remember wha yu a regional development fund. It is for this
sey? reason that |l &m proud

Mr.SHAW:You know, Mr . itStp acadmplish, its ltrdenpurpose that of
exercising great tolerance but | might have to empowering Jamaicans to achieve their fullest
ask you to put a silencer on thmaain from the  potential and thereby cortiuting to the
West. (aughte) achievement of a prosperous economy. And |

A MEMBER : Yes. commend MRS. SHARON WEBBER and her

Mr. BUCHANAN : A reminding yu wha team for their continued dedication.

yu sey. (Applause
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At t he Student 6s L sigaificant Bsuin someuinstancesnhe wsurance
Board was installed in the last fiscal year andcost representsver 40% of the total monthly
an acting Executive Directasn secondment payment for the studentsAgplausée
from the Bank of Jamaica. We thank the (MRs. NATALIE NEITA-HEADLEY, (PNP),
Governor for seconding Miss Brown from the St. Catherine, East Central, entered and
Bank of Jamai ca t o t hoek heiSseattl)d e nt s 0 Loan
Bureau, and shebds been Md &peakegr, fa exansple,ya pgreon whoj
there along with the Board. Notwithstanding borrows $500,000 for a period of study, the
previous challenges the Boardcieased its interestsaving on this policy change would be
disbursements in the past year by 15% or$195,000. But more importantly, the monthly
writing 1300 new loans last yearAgplausé payment will move from $9,200 per month to
You would understand, Mr. Speaker, as a$5,000 per month a reduction, Mr. Speaker,
Me mber of Par |l i ament of45% lodehe studentsldgphatsg 6 Loan
Bureau holds a special place in my heart. Itis In terms of the Jamaica Mortgage Bank,
for this rmeasedta regorhthat the disth year just passed was a significant
the Bureau is in the process of implementing aone for the Mortgage Bank. The Bank
new sustainable, loAgrm model which will  recorded uraudited copy of $130Million
provide more affordable financing to students. against a projection of $34illion.
Interim policies have also been implemented.  The objective is to create an entity and to
We are working with the Minister of build it out, that will play a more aggressive
Education in looking at some creative role in the scondary mortgage market, Mr.
products of how we can get more funds intoSpeaker . Therebs a ne
the hands of students, and we are awaiting théoeing developed at the Jamaica Mortgage
results of an actuarial review that is now in Bank and it is based on accessing Hoost
progress. But they are interim policies that we funding to orlend to developers for housing
are putting in place: construction and to the financial
1 Reduction in interesttes; intermediaries tariginate mortgages. We are
 effective April 1, interest rates will be going back to its original mandate when it was
reduced from 12% to 9% effective established in 1971.
April 1 of this year; Applausé On April 13, 2011, the Bank officially re

¢ and | want to indicate that by started its Secondary Mortgage Market
September of this year we will review Facility with $2 Billion of tax-free bonds.
that interest r atlLewerptgrgst rates hgoggit alighytaerJiaX
gonna make sure that the interegera has been of significant assistance in helping

is not adeon, but it is on the reducing the facility provide lowcost funds for on
balance. lending to Building Societies and Credit

(Applaus@ Unions. They have already led the way in
Mr. Speaker, we are reducing the jointventure with a credit union to introduce a
insurance premiums from $1.50 per $1,000 of mortgage instrumenttal1.95% interest rate,
loan to $1.00 per $1,000 of loan. And thisis Mr. Speaker.
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With regard to future funding, the Bank is the strong confidence which these agencies
seeking approval to issue up to $#lion in have in the policies of the Government of
tax-free bonds over a sevgear period to Jamaica. Applausé
help drive the construction of affordable Since coming to power, this country has
housing solution with lower mortgage rates. receivael a record US$1.®Billion in budget

(Applause support and investment financing from our
Mr. Speaker, | must speak to the role of Multilateral development partners.
the multilateral institutions in the growth They are expected to provide budget

programme of the Government of Jamaica andsupport financing totalling US$553illion

the country of Jamaica. The Government during the fiscal year 2011 and 2012.
continues to seek financing from Multilateral And, Mr. Speaker, | musspeak- you
Development Institutions tosupport key know, Mr . Speakewhenlwe
strategic medium term development objectiveswas on that side...

of the Vision 2030 Jamaica- National Mr. BUNTING : Yu soon come back.
Development Plan. For 2010, concessional  Mr. SHAW : ...and | said we could get 3%
loans totalled US$85Million. These were money, Mr. Speaker, and | remember when |
borrowed from the IDB, World Bank and became Minister of Finance and certain voices

CDB and in addition, they providedamt sai d | ooyjwb.dndét d
support of US$531illion. Mr. HOLNESS: Yes.
Multilateral financing continues to support Mr. SHAW: ..and when | went to

t he government 6s v a r Washirggtonr thd fost after itwo imbritha Dfi v ¢
being undertaken to improve public sector being Minister and | came back, my worthy
governance, fiscal and debt management, anadpponent on the other sidethe worldclass

tax reform, among others. The interest rates atman, you know the man we talking baoute

which these loans were accessed rangedsaid to me acroshite f | oor |, 6yu
between %% to 2% interest rate, Mr. Speaker.3% money yet? Well the rest as they say, is
(Applause history. @pplause/Laughtér

The IDB remained the largest source of Mr. PERALTO : And yu still bringing
development loan funding as evidenced by themore.
six policy-based loans for budget support Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | could not
totalling US$600 Million, which was leave the discussion of Multilaterals without
negotiated and disbursed last year. Loans forexpressing the gratitude ohd Government
budget support negotiated with the World and people of Jamaica to the European Union,
Bank was US$20Million at interest rate of for the work and support, consistent support,
.63% interest rate from the World Bank. t hat theybébve provided
(Applause Jamaica.Applausé

The high level of support provided by During last year, a total oEighty-One
Multilaterals in last year, coplemented the Million Euros, (©81M), Nine point Four
IMF initiatives and is an indication, Mr. Bilion Jamaican Dollars, ($9.4B), was
Speaker, and must not be taken for granted oflisbursed, of which, Budget Support Payments
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accounted forSixty-five Million, ($65M), or Mr. SHAW: Gone in theor)

Seven pointSix Billion Jamaican, ($7.6B). because you are unfamiliar with what we are
Budget Support Programmes include thedoing, in terms of good governanaan this

Debt Reduction and Growth Enhancementside. (Laughter/Applausédnd it is because

Programme, tb Security Sector Reform, and of your unfamiliarity why you get up and walk

the Sugar Adaptation Programme. Thefocusout , because you donot

of the EU on Budget Support as a modality for Government MEMBERS: Yes!

delivery of its aid to Jamaica, is evidence of a (Applause)

maturing partnership. Mr. SHAW: ét he transpare
Other projects within the cooperation going on in here. (Applause)

programme include the Rerty Reduction Mr.  BUCHANAN: World  class

Programme 2, which is implemented by the foolishness on that side!

Jamaica Social Investment Fund; the Banana Mr. SHAW: Now, if my friend from

Support Programme, implemented by the Manchester wishes to say anything more, |

Rural Agricultural Development Authority, will yield.

the Climate Change Adaptation and Risk Mr. Speaker, the Government has

Reduction  Project, which is being embar kedé

implemented by the United Nations (Sotto voceomments)

Environment Programme, in collaboration é the Government has embarked, Mr.

with the Planning Institute of Jamaica. The Speaker, on a series of policgpnsiderations

EU has disbursed to Jamaica a total of Euroand changes which are geared toward

Two Hundred and &rty-six Million, practices of good governance.

(G246M), or Twenty-sevenBillion Jamaican Good governance embodies processes that

Dollars, ($27B), in grant resources over the are participatory, that are consensus oriented,

period 2007 to 2010. (Applause) that are accountable, that are transparent,
And | want to thank the Multilaterals and r esponsi ve, effective

the i our European Union and our bilateral MEMB ERS: Talk! Talk!

partners, who, many of them give their support Mr. SHAW: éequi table and

through the multilateral institutions, Mr. and which follow the rule of law! That is

Speaker. And of course, we also have stronggood governance strategy! (Applause)

bilateral support from many of them. And Dr. DAVIES: Why you quarrelling?

they are here with us today, and | want to Why you quarrelling?

convey to them the gratitude of the Mr. SHAW : | now will spend just a little
Government and people of Jamaica.time in outliningsome of these practices that
(Applause) are being pursued.

I now turn briefly, Mr. Speaker, to what | Dr. DAVIES: Dondét quarrel
call Good Governance Policies, Good Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, you will recall
Governance Policies. that a Fiscal Responsibility Framework was

Mr. M. PEART : You gone inna theory adopted by this Government, passed into law
now. in March of last year. The Financial
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Administrationand Audit Act, and the Public Responsibility Statement specifies a menu of

Bodies Management and Accountability Act, revenue and expenditure measures needed to
are to be amended to incorporate theclose the fiscal gap and ensure achievement of
parameters for achieving fiscal responsibility key fiscal targets. These include:

and prudence. The amendment to the FAA  Tax Reform, both policy and

Act provides for the Minister responsible for administration;
finance to Ilg before both Houses of 1 Pensim Reformi implemenation of a
Parliament, a Fiscal Policy Paper. contributory pension scheme;

And, Mr. Speaker, | want to here point out Y Public Sector Transformation to
that although the Bill is on the Table of generate efficiencies and contain
Parliament, we did not wait for the passage of growth in the wage bill;
the legislation. It calls for the tabling of a 1 better management and closer
Fiscal Policy Paper. And | want to here monitoring of expenditure through
announce that we have tabled the Fiscal Policy effecive use of the Project
Paper today in Parliament. (Applause) Prioritizaion Tool, implementation of

The Fiscal Policy Paper sets out a the Fiscal Responsibility Framework
Macroeconomic  Framework, a Fiscal and enforcement of sanctions; and
Responsibility Statement, and a Fiscal 9 continuous assessment and
Management Strategy, even thougine t management of fiscal risks and
amendments to this Act, as | have said, we contingent liabilities.
have tabled it. So, the difference is, Mr. Speakehe

Now, the Macroeconomic Framework ifference is, that in the past wave seen a
presents an overview of the performance OVelyiece of paper handed out, and it has been

developments in the Real Sector, Labour,,mbers. What the Policy Paper does now,
Market, Monetary Sector, Exteal Sector,and ¢ h 3t just doesndt gi ve

provides a background to the economicwordsl specific, line by line, subject by

challenges that culminated in the Standbysubject the programme for the meditenm.
Agreement. And the Framework also details (Applause)

the key assumptions that will inform the The third piece of document that is a part
development of the Estimates of Revenue andys ihe Fiscal Policy Paper, is the Fiscal

Expenditure, and the debt trajewy over the Management Strategy, which presents an

medium term. overview of fiscal performance over the

The Fiscal Responsibility Statement is & perjod, for the Central Government and the
statement of intent and commitment, with a pplic Bodies. The Fiscal ahagement

signed declaration by the Minister responsible Strategy also provides an assessment of the

for finance, stating that in pursuing policy projected finances of the Government over the
objectives, he will adhere to the principles of nadium term.  The strategies, specifically

prucent fiscal management. The Fiscal with respect to revenue and expenditure
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measures, are designed to indicate how they And, Mr. Speaker, let me indicate that for
will ensure achievement ofi¢ fiscal and debt the first time we are also tabling another
targets. document. We table a Tax Expenditure
Mr. Speaker, the Paper, as | said, has beerStatement, a Tax Expenditure Statement,
laid in this Honourable House for all to peruse. which is here. And | will explain to you what
The propositions presented here are consistenthat is all about, because this Statement is in
with the novel conceptual framework of the conformity, also, with the proposed
Fiscal Responsibility Framework, with regpe amendments to the law.
to the control of public debt, the requirement Tax expenditure is essentiallyany
for public sector solvency. The international provision by Government, that results in a
experience has demonstrated that countriegeduction of tax for a specific type of taxpayer
facing similar problems like ours have also or activity. The TaxExpenditure Statement in
gained credibility by the adoption of a well this context, contains details of various
designed Fiscal Respondityy Framework, expenditures, including exemptions, including
underpinned by transparency and fiscal rules,statutory exemptions, as well, deductions,
and espousing the fundamental principles, thecredits granted in the Calendar Year preceding
following: the previous Financial Year. In this instance,
1 prevention of high and recurrent fiscal the Tax Expenditure estimates presented this
deficits, by striking the balance afternoon are for the calendar period
bet ween t he ci t i 20e7/2@08. aspirations

towards public expenditureand the A Tax Expenditure Budget, which
resources available for financing essentially provides an overall estimate of the
them; (Applause) revenue foregone, is a useful tdolax policy

{ targeting of public debt at prudent planning tool, as it helps to identihow much
levels, compatible with revenues and the various exemptions, deductions are
public assets, while providing a safety potentially costing the Government and the
margin to absorb the effects of country annually. This information will
contingent liabilities and other fiscal ultimately assist in determining a sustainable

risks; mediumterm framework.
q adopion of a reasonable tax burden =~ The Tax Expenditure Budget assists
and a stable tax policy; policy makers irdetermining areas where the

T preservaton of public assets, revenue foregone is significant. Moreover, it

including the proper maintenance, at a s useful in the sense that it also gives an
level compatible with the role estimate of the various expenditures, other

assigned to the State; than direct spending that Government
 transparency in the production and undertook on various programmes and

dissemination of documents Initiatives.

concerning te budget, its execution Mr. Speaker, | have seen variongws

and its accounting. reports about tax waivers that have been
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presented. And unlike the previous System, Mr. Speaker, will make sure that that
Administration, since 2010, the Government sort of waste of Government resources does
of Jamaica has published all waivers on itsnot happen again. (4sause)
website. This is part of our commitment to (Sotto voceomment from Mr. D. Peart)
transparencyMr. Speaker. (Applause) Mr. SHAW : So far, in terms of thé you

Mr. PERALTO : You hear datDean? donot even understand
Go on the website! You can use website? about! Keep quiet! (Laughter)

(Cross talk) Government MEMBER: Yo u don¢
Mr. SHAW : Mr. Speaker, | camdicate even understand!

to you that the mediustrerm TaxReform (Heckling/cross talk)

Programme, which | will speak to shortly, will Mr. SHAW : Mr. Spe&er, Mr. Speaker,

T part of hat strategy is that it is going to lead achievements so far this year include a process
to a phased reduction of the amount of waiversimprovement to the payroll mechanism. Mr.
that are granted, whether by discretionary Speaker, an improvement to the payroll
means or by statutory means. That will be amechanism began in January, was improved in
part of the broader programme of Tax Reform. February. The improvements in this have
Let me speakas | wrap up thisection on  reduced the number ofegts required for the
Good Governancd we have introduced a funding of the payroll accounts, and the time
Central Treasury Management System, Mr.to fund the accounts ahead of pay day, and has
Speaker. | am pleased to announce that thdeen reduced from five days to two days,
Government has decisively begun its moveresulting in savings of millions and millions of
towards a modern, Central Treasury dollars. (Applause) Where the bank could
Management System, and has begun the seriesnseyourmoney over ni ght , i
of strategic improvement. It will create a again under this new system.
Treasury Single Account to better manage the  Mr.BUCHANAN: Mr . Speaker é
cash resources of Government. The new Mr. SHAW: Government utility
system will be managed by accounting codes,payments  for the National Water
thus eliminating the need for hundreds of Co mmi ssi oné
separate bank accounts currently used to GovernmentMEMBERS: Sit down! Sit
segegate Government funds. The ultimate down! (Cross talk)
objective is more efficient management of Mr. D. PEART: Point of Order.
Government cash resources. The SPEAKER: What is the point of
When the Central Treasury Managementorder?
System is working properly you could never Mr. BUCHANAN: Mr. Speaker, under
have a situation as dsectioa 50Bp(ELH and it says the StaBding A |
Bay Hospital, whex we were told thafwo Orders, Mr. Speaker, says:
Million Dollars, ($2M) was held in an account AA Member shall not
that was dormant for twentg0) years. speech, but he may read extracts
This Central Treasury Management from written or pri
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(Heckling) centralized payments through the department
Government MEMBERS: No! No! Sit  with debt, payroll, utilities and statutory
down! (Shouting) deductions which began some six years ago;
The SPEAKER: Sit, Mr. Buchanan. Mr. approximately eighty per cen{80%) of
Buchanan, sit. payments are now made through the system. It
Mr. BUCHANAN: What is the ruling, will also assist usn reducing the persistent

Mr. Speaker? arrears that developed ©@entral Government
(Heckling) financing, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER: Mr. Shaw, continue. Briefly, | turn to Debt Management. At
Continue, Mr. Shaw. t he cl ose of t he fisc
(Cross talk/heclihg) public debt increased to $1.5Billion -

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, as you know | Trillion Dollars compared with3434Trillion
have never been one that shies away fromat the end of March 2010. This represented a

extemporaneous delivery. 9.5 per cent increase in nominal terms.
(Laughter) However, the dehktio-GDP ratio declined to
That is when | have my most fun. 128.3 per cent from 129.3 per cent at the end

Unfortunately, do we have another four hours of fiscal year 2009/10.
to be here today? Mr. Speaker, | only am The stock movement over the review
making copious aference to the notes that | periodwas attributable to:

have. A Financing of the financial deficit;
(Laughter/Applause) A Disbursements on existing external
But you know, Mr. Speaker, the young man loans;
who got up on the point of order is a young A Assumption of debt of the Sugar
man that | attended a seminar with in London, Company of Jamaica;
and 16m a |little bit diAs Bue ofisacurties td thex Bank ef d
appear to have abdmd much of the training Jamaica for capitalized interest on
that he got there. former FINSAC Bonds; and the
(Inaudible comment) A Assumption of Air Jamaica debts. Mr.
(Laughter/Applause) Speaker

Mr. Speaker, the second area of benefit  You will recall that on February 14, of this
under the Treasury Management System isyear the Government successfully executed
that government utility payments for the the placement of the largest single transaction
National Water Commission and the Jamaicain our history where we tapped our eight per
Pullic Service Company have been cent Eurobond due 2019 for an dadnal
centralized through tUs®00Midianota brihgahe total @Gmourd toa | ¢
Department and are working well. Instead of US$750Million with final demand of US$1.1
multiple checks being made to the utility Billiond three times oversubscribed. The
compani es, t he A c ¢ @&averhnzem wvas ablé & meplaca dn anstrument
Department now collates and makes thethat was out there in 2001 at 11% per cent.
payment. The activityadds to the already Mr. MONTAGUE: Eleven!
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Mr. SHAW: We were able to replaceitat Ma y , and | 6m hoping by
a yield of 7.95 per cent coupon rates. merged entity will be transitioned into a

(Applause) revenue authority with an independent Board

| want to specially mention that the annual of Directors. In most countries, such as
interest cost of the 2011 maturing bonds atCanada, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago this is
11.75 per cent was US$4Million, while the  referred to as @&emiAutonomous Revenue
annual cost of the new replacent at 7.95 per  Authority.
cent amounts to US$31.81illion; freeing Secondly, the Customs Department will be
fiscal space of US$9.Million or J$801  separated from Tax Administration and will be
Million per annumon one single instrument transitioned into an executive agency. This
alone, Mr. Speaker. will commence- the process will commence

The Debt Management Strategy onthe £'of May.
document, which is laid in the House today, Thirdly, the Tax Appeal Degrtment, Mr.
shows the details ajur strategy and our plan Speaker, which used to be a part of the
to restructure the Debt Management Unit asprogramme under the general supervision of
well as to enact Debt Management Legislationthe Director General of Tax Administration,
which is part of the commitment of the will now be separated because appeals by its
government. very nature you coul dn

Mr. Speaker, we are committed to the making decisions and th&ppeals department
reform of tax administration. In previous is reporting to the same people who have
budget presntations, | had focused mainly on already made, possibly, adverse decisions
new tax revenue meas wagaes theaperdon who is tagpéabng. Aredso 6
presentation | will focus on some fundamentalwe 6 r e separating the /
administrative changeavhich will be made become a Revenue Appeal Division under the
over a periof two years commencing in this Ministry of Finance. Therimary objective is
fiscal year. We must change our tax cudtur to ensure that the assessment and appeals are
Mr. Speaker, and this is my objective in the separated. This will become effective in May
next two years. as well. It is to bring fairness ensure that

As you are aware the Bill to Revenue there is more fairness in the system of appeal
Administration Act was passed by this and objectivity.
Honourable House in March, and then in the  The rationale for creating a ngle
Senate. The purpose of this Act is to separateadministration agency for local taxes is to
the tax administration to three distinct improve services to the people of Jamaica and
departments. to enhance its compliance programmes. More

Firstly, the Inland Revenue Department, importantly, in this dispensation the
the Taxpayer Audit and Assessment Commissioners will be compensated on their
Department and the Tax Administration performance  both  quantitatively and
Services Department will be merged into a qualitatively. They must meet their revenue
single department called Tax Administration targets and the customer service requirements
Jamaica. This will becomeffective the ' of of the Jamaican people. They will be entrusted
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with the authority to hire and terminate as they annual returns by creating a single annual
see best in meeting their targets, and not beeturn form to capture information relating to
hamstrung by any undue fgaucratic system. PAYE, Education Tax, NIS, HEART and
In the near term, the public can look forward NHT. This new annual form will be rolled out
to improved service in a number of areas: by midyear for full implementation in
1 Same day processing for Taxpayer January of 2012.
Registration Number Cards, TCC, (Applause)
GCT Certificate and Motor Vehicle Other changes regarding  payroll
titles. deductions are also being considered, but I
f The creation of thred3) additional ~want to indicate that the programme of
Tax Revenue Service centres. The payment by eayment and transactions
new locations will be Mandeville, electronically is something that is already well
King Street and St. Ann. This will be established and is in place at the Tax
in addition to Montego Bay, Constant Department.
Spring, May Pen and Spanish Town. (Inaudible commeniy Dr. Phillipg
Revenue Service centres will provide Mr. SHAW: The Tax Administration
a onestop shop service faaxpayers. Will be introducing a National Compliance
The locaibns were determined by the Programme in this fiscal year. Embedded in
needs of the local population at these the programme will be the mandatorthis is
locations. All taxes such as, transfer very key, Mr. Speaker, will be the mandatory
tax, stamp duty, income tagf cetera requirenent for individuals to file annual
can be paid and other taglated Income Tax returns. The National Compliance
matters dealt with at those centres. ~ Programme will be targeting initially, it will
(Applause) mandate that professionals such as doctors,
f In additon twentytwo (22) tax lawyers, accountants, engineers declare their

offices, including existing offices, will annual income even if they are employed
be established for the collection of tax the private or public sectors. This has become

revenue. necessary as studies have shown that an
Mr. MONTAGUE: Hear, hedr unacceptable percentage of persons within

Mr. SHAW: In terms of the professional groups are grossly underreporting
amalgamation of payroll deductighs Of not reporting their income at all, Mr.
statutory deductions, Mr. Speaker, the move toSpeaker. Everybody must pay theairfshare
amal gamat e nomyl stauery 6 of taxes.
remittances has found favour with the business  (Applause)
community, as they are now able to make their ~ TO close the tax gap of persons operating a

monthly payroll deductions using one form, cash economy which is an increasing
one payment, one plage phenomenon Tax Inspectors will be appointed

(Applause) to deal specifically with such entities. The
Mr. SHAW: ...and we are now moving to Inspectors will be assigned to visit
simplify the process ofifl i ng e mpestablisemerisnannounced, to carry out spot
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audits. Additionally, persons operating on a Kingdom Government through its overseas
cash basis will be required to pay over GCT assistance pgrammes.
collected by the fifteenth of each month. | turn now briefly to the discussion of an
As we move to ensure that persons payissue that has attracted a lot of attention, the
their fair share, no more, no less, the public question of electricity cost.
supportwill be engaged to identify persons, Mr. Speaker, the high cost of electricity
individuals, companies that are cheating thecontinues to be a source of concern to all of
government of its revenue. It is not fair for us, and further underscores thesdéefor the
some persons, such as employed captiveGovernment to accelerate its energy
persons paying under the PAYE system to bediversification programme and to embrace
burdened while others are not meeting theircheaper sources of energy. While the
tax obligations. However, it is difficult for the Opposition and other sources have called for
Tax Administration staff to do this alone. Tax the removal of the GCT on electricity, it is
Administration Jamaica will be introducing a important to note that over three hundesdl
mechanism for persons to confidentially call seventyfive thousand personsthe number is
or mail in information on persons suspected of 375,823 of the users of electricity,
cheating the system of uoh needed tax representing sevenfpur per cent of JPS
revenue. A tax cheat toll free line;888292- customers, do not now pay any GCT on
4328, wi | | be intr odukdrdity.May 1, 2011. We O6r
inviting all well-meaning, civieminded Mr. GALLIMORE: Repeat that.
Jamaicans to report incidents of tax cheats. Mr. SHAW: They dondét pay
And you wondét have t oCogsumpien hao orr elettdcitye And TMr.e s e
reports will be confientially received and Speaker, when we hear people speak about it
discreetly investigated by senior officers, sometimes it is wrong, inappropriate and
similar to the successful Crime Stop mischievous to convey the impression that
Programme. everybody who pays a light bill is paying
If everyone, Mr. Speaker, was to pay what General Consumption Tax on the light bill.
he or she owes, the government would haveThree hundré and seventfive thousand
more resources to meet the egeowing eight hundred and sevenfyree Jamaicans,
needs for educamn, health, national security, seventyfour per cent do not pay any GCT on

infrastructure, and national development. Wet hei r | i ght bill sé
would have a surplus of resources. A MEMBER: What!
Mr. Speaker, the creation of these three Another MEMBER: Mischief!
departments eventually will revolutionalize Mr. SHAW: ébecause t hey
our tax culture i n JkeIsthan@@O kilowatbhdursiper inanth.t o t |

our interrational partners for their assistance And those who have business, Mr.

in creating these reforms. And these include Speaker, are eligible to apply for a refund of
IMF through the CARTAC programme, it GCT as an input tax. But part of the problem
include the IntetAmerica Development Bank, we have is that too many people who have
the World Bank, as well as the United busi nesses donot want
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formal system. And in order to file for input range of issues affecting the terms and the
tax, you need to become a part of the formal conditions of their operations in Jamaica.
system. Listen, we need to get serious aboufThere is precedent for this, Mr. Speaker. As
running a formal economy. And part of a when Mirant sold its shares to Marubeni,
formal economy is to play by the rules and significant amendments were made to the
when you play by t helicence luedsr whiohu thew damdicea Pgbéct
shafted, under this Government. Service Company now operates. It is time for
(Applause/Laghter) us to have further dialogue with the Jamaica
Dr. DAVIES: Stop reading aréd  You Public Service Company
don't see you are better that way. Stop (Applause)

reading! Mr. VAZ: Who signed that licence?
Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speake# Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, in terms of
(Sotto voce remarks by Opposition energy conservation, a brief word on that. The
Members) Government, realizing the need for energy
Dr. DAVIES: Stop reading! efficiency, has entered into a technical
Mr. SHAW: He has forgiven me. Is all assistance agreement with the IDB for a grant
right. of US$350,000 to identify and address energy
(Sotto voceemarks by Dr. Davies) efficiency in the public sector. Following a

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, while this review of previous and new energy audits, the
might sound trite, | must repeat that it is time potential savings identified is approximately
for every Jamaican to do everything in his or US$30 Million per annum requiring an
her power to conserve on the use of electricity.investment initially of US$11Million. The
(Applause) Turn off the light bulbs, simple script says US$13 Million. Make the
little things, turn off the light bulbs, use correction.
energysaving bulbs, turn on the water heater Dr. DAVIES: Stick to the script!

only 15 minutes before you need- imy wife Mr. SHAW: Sorry, the notes say $113

is a police at my home in that respecind Million with a pay back of some three point

engage in pool driving to work. seven years. The Government is in discussions
Dr. DAVIES: In that respect. with the IDB regarding financing forhe
(Laughtey programme which is projected to commence
Mr. SHAW: Yes, she is a police. Every this year.

time she seame turn on the water heatehe In the meantime, the completed audits

sehl turn it off already. have been distributed to the related entities for
(Laughter) them to commence implementation of energy

Dr.DAVIES: Don 6t expl ai n saving initiatives that do not require capital

Mr. SHAW: At the same time, | wish to outlay. The Governnm¢ is also scheduled to
announce that the Government intends to usesign J$1.3Billion, US$15 Million loan
the oppotunity of an imminent change in the agreement with the World Bank to finance an
ownership structure of the Jamaica Public energy security and efficiency enhancement
Service Company, to enter into dialogue on aproject. The loan will fund various projects
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which will be administered by the OUR, the All  the international development
Bureau of Standds and the Development partners, the European Union, the IDB, the
Bank of Jamaica. World Bank, CDB, use the quarterly reviews
Now, Mr. Speaker, | turn once again of the primary and first conditionality to be
briefly to the issue of whether there should be met prior to disbursement of loansdagrants.
a continuation of a Stadgy Agreement with  In addition, there is need to foster both
the IMF when it runs out next year. The local confidence and certainty in the capital market,
business community, inclusive tife Gleaner both domestic and foreign, to facilitate
has called for an extension of the Stdnyd incremental reduction of the interest costs on
Agreement. The Opposition Leader, in her them.
contribution to the Budget Debate last year, Mr. Speaker, | want to indicate that this is
asked, and | quote: "Why did the Governmentan indication of the commitment of this
not choose the Extended Fund Facility insteadGovernment to staying the course of fiscal
of the Staneby Arrarg e me nt ? 0 M discipihp. ¢Apaase)We are fully aware that
an EFF usually lasts for four years with a next year an election is due. But election or
possibility of extending te three years with a no election, the people of Jamaica can be
possibility of extending to a fourth year and is assured, all of our stakeholders at home and
usually more appropriate for countries faced abroal, can be assured we are not going to run
with balance of payments challenges thatwith it into another election(Applause)
extendto the long term. Mr. BUCHANAN: You are going to
An extension, Mr. Speaker, of the SBA standby with it.
represents the preferred alternative to an  Mr. SHAW: We are going to be true to
Extended Fund Facility, as it is strongly good governance. We are going to be true and
believed that, with the right choices now, faithful to ensure that wdo the things that are
Jamaica can emerge within the medium termright for Jamaica, not the things that are right
from the current economialepression and for the next general election. That is the
structural rigidities that exist, without essence of good governand@pplause)
subjecting the country to the adverse Mr. Speaker, in terms of the Budget for
perceptions that could be generated as a resu011/2012 the Central Government's budget
of seeking an Extended Fund Facility. was formulated within the mediurterm
Furthermore it's a facility that is being framework that seeks to first reduce then
virtually phased out by the IMEt this time. eliminate the fiscal deficit by March of 2016,
So we believe that it is in the best interest ofas prescribed by the fiscal responsibility
the country to continue its relationship, Mr. framework and reflected in the Financial
Speaker, with the IMF. A continuation of the Administration and Audit Act. For this year
programme will send a positive signal that will the Central Government's target is a primary
maintain  stability, reinforce confidence, balance of 5.2% of GDP and a fiscal deficit of
provide tke important factor of certainty to 4.6% of GDP. Revenue and grants are
stakeholders. projected at $350.Billion with expenditure
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budgeted of $412.Billion and that, of course, demand as well as higher input cost is
exclusive of amortization payments of $132.3 expected to be reversed in this new fiscal year.
Billion. The expenditure of $412.Billion It is anticipated that the industry will continue
represents a 5.9% increase over spending ladb experience some recovenyproduction and
year. Expenditure o€apital programme is export as a result of plans to reopen
budgeted to increase by $8.7%, with recurrentWindalco's plant in Kirkvine, which will
spending projected to be 5.4% higher than lastiranslate into increased levy inflows. Capital
year. Interest cost as a perag# of GDP is revenue estimates of $9.Billion or $5.6
estimated to fall to 9.8% in 2011/12 compared Billion more than collections in the previous
with 10.5% last year largely reflecting the fiscal year, and are @u primarily to the
impact of lower interest rates and exchangerepayment of oftent loan amounting to $8
rate appreciation. Billion by the Development Bank of Jamaica.
In terms of financing theBudget, Mr.  This relates, of course, Mr. Speaker, to the
Speaker, thdRevenue andsrants projections liquidity facility, the special IDB liquidity
for the fiscal year is 26.3% of GDP compared facility which was to be oient through the
with 25.7% in 2010/11. TaxRevenue is Development Bak of Jamaica.
budgeted to grow by 10.2% over collections The forecast foGrants amounts to $13.3
last year and this 10.2% growth includes $5.6Billion representing a 31% increase over
Billion associated with tax arrears owed to the receipts in the previous fiscal year and
Government by Air Jamaica and the Sugarincludes significant amounts to be received
Company of Jamaica. The counterpart isfrom the EU for budgetary support. Grant
included in the Estimates of Expenditure. receipts in 10/11 were signifintly below
When these amounts are excluded tax revenududget, 35% below due to lower than expected
is projected to grow by 8.1% relative to the 5. EU flows and slower than anticipated
3% growth in the previous fiscal year. This is spending orCapital project.
an accounting measure but we haweclean In terms of loan receipts, the revenue
up the books and we have to ensure that theséorecast just outlined and the expenditure
payments for statutory deductions and so onbudget approved by Parliament leaves, Mr.
are paid so that the employees benefit fromSpealer, a financing gap of $1408llion. Of
their deductions. Notax revenue is projected this total, $97Billion is programmed to be
to be 11.7% below collections. Receipts lastraised from the domestic market. The
year were bolstete by inflows of profits by  remainder of $43.8illion is to be raised from
the Bank of Jamaica, amounting to Bdlion external sources in the form of investment
and, given theBOJ loss for the last year, no project loas, policy based development
revenue is expected from this source in thispolicy loans. And the borrowing profile for

new budget. this year represents a 33.9% decrease in gross
With respect to the bauxite levy, the receipts relative to the previous fiscal year.
downturn in the bauxifalumina industry hat The reduction in the borrowing

carried over from 2009/10 into last year requirement for the new fiscal year stems
occasioned largely by the fallout in global largely from a significantly lower fiscal
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deficit, 4.6% of GDP down from6.1% of GDP s ay t hat doesnot matt e
last year, as well as the raising of US$400 of money.
Million on the international capital market to However, we acknowledge that public
prefinance a maturing bond of similar value. sector workers have faced difficult times and
The availability of cash balances accumulatedthe Government is determined to find a
in 2010/11 also contributingo the lower resolution that will help to cushion the burden
borrowing requirement in 2011/12. Of note, that these workers have been facing. But any
the lower domestic borrowings by the solution must be affordable and must not
Government should assist in maintaining the undermine the hardion gains that we have
downward interest rate trajectory, Mr. made in stabilizing the economy and musetak
Speaker.(Applause) into account the provision in both the
Mr. Speaker, | turn briefly to the issue of International Monetary Fund agreement and
Public Sector Wages. Mr. Speaker, as you our own fiscal responsibility framework, to
know, the Government of Jamaica has, overreduce the public sector wage bill and GDP
the years since coming to office, been doingratio going forward.
its best to pay the public sector workers as best  Mr. Speaker, | am to advise thatrecent
as possible. We hit upon hard times anddiscussions with puld sector leaders,
everyone knows, this is not just lkcal betwee - that have been held by myself and
phenomenon but in other countries they havethe Minister of State, Senator Williams, who is
been laying off workers, they have been in the Chamber with uslt was intimated to
cutting salaries, all kinds of things have beenthem that the Government would be
happening. In Jamaica we have sought to holdconsulting with the IMF and with Cabinet with
things together. It's a very difficult and a view to reducinghe length of the wage
challenging area, given theomstraints faced freeze and how to treat with the arrears.
by the Government. The Financial Secretary recently held
It is well known that a wage freeze was consultations and reported to Cabinet on
instituted on April 1, 2009 and was scheduled Tuesday of this week. Accordingly, the
to last for three financial years to March 31, Government is now in a position to fully
2012. We must point out, however, Mr. engage the public sector leaslas to precisely
Speaker, that even while we have had a wagdhow the wage issue can be resolved.
freeze in the public sector, it is not an absoluteDiscussions will therefore be scheduled with
wage freeze, as the usual increments averagingublic sector leaders immediately after the
2.5% of the wage bill annually have been close of the Budget Debate.
honoured over these past two years for most  Mr. Speaker, | must stress, however, that
categories of public sector workers. And this the country is not out of the woods atire
amounts incidentally to arod $3.5Billion. needs to be a spirit of goodwil and
ltdés a pretty tidy s oompranfse, ohgiveend, takesag we enter ins
something that we should just cast aside and earnest into these discussions.
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Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Give, give,
give! Take, take, take!
Mr. SHAW: And | am sure if the

taxes.
reform of Payroll Taxes.

And the final stage addresses the

Mr. Speaker, the guiding principles of the

Member from St. Catherine wants to join in reform process wilinclude:

she is invited to join as well.

Mr. Speaker, | now turn finally to speak
briefly about initiatives on Tax Reform and to
end my presentation to speak about a few
revenue measures that are proposed.

1 Lower import tariff rates. Our tariff
rates generally, in some categories, are
way too high, Mr. Speaker, and it
leads to corruption and tax evasion at
the wharf.

Within the ambit of a medium term tax (Applause)

framework which $ linked to other
frameworks, including the Fiscal
Responsibility Framework, the Cabinet has
agreed that the tax reform for the ensuing
years should be undertaken mainly from the
viewpoint of increasing the efficiency and
simplification of the tax system. Indeed, a
recent World Bank study that was done has
ranked Jamaica very, very low, very, very low
on paying taxes globally. We are 173 out of
180. That és not good,

The Government has committed 10 p g o pl e

1 We want to lower import tariff rates,
lower import  and domestic
consunption taxes as well.

1 sufficiency of the revenue, so as to
ensure that the current revenue base is
protected, as well as the success of the
Government 6s financ

1 economic growth, efficiency and
competitiveness

1 enhance compliance and ease of

n Ba&ing@aﬁe%.e ptabl e.

shoul dnot have

implementing tax reform, however, inna  gnq jine up for one hour or more to pay some
incremental way to achieve the objectives asiayes. (Applause) That has to be cut out.

simplicity, equity, broadening of the taxpayer
base, improved compliance, growth and
competitiveness arising from policy certainty
and confidence in the economy. And most
importantly, the measures must medte t
revenue demands of the budget while
maintaining macroeconomic and social
stability.

The Tax Reform proposal contemplates
the implementation, Mr. Speaker, in three
stages. The first stage encompasses the
reform of taxes omnternationallrade, Special
Consumption Taxes and General Consumption
Taxes. The second stage contemplates the
reform of the corporate and personal income

9 credibility of the revenue in terms of
projections and actual collections

1 reforming the discretionary waiver
regimewith a view to reducing these
and ensuring that the regime becomes
trarsparent, targeted and justified

1 sustainability of the framework
through a buwyin by the Opposition
and other stakeholders and
Affirmative Resolution of Parliament,
but most importantly the public at
large.

Mr. Speaker, there has been extensive

consultation and research on Tax Reform.
The Ministry of Finance and the Public
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Service has engaged the private sectoryear basis effectiveahuary 1, at the beginning
including the PSOJ, the JMA, the Medium, of the tax year to allow for smooth transition.

Small and Micro Enterprise Adnce Group. | want to indicate, Mr. Speaker, that while
There was also consultation with the the question of border taxes and consumption
Partnership for Transformation Group. taxes are the first phase, once that system is

The Ministry has engaged with its perfected, the next stop is to lower corpera
portfolio agencies, inclusive of the Tax income taxes and to lower personal income

Administration, Customs, Revenue Protectiont axes, ( Appl ause). . . th

Division, the Planning Institute of Jamaithe A MEMBER: In the second ten.

Statistical Institute of Jamaica and the Mr. BUCHANAN: That wonoét ¢

Ministry of Labour and Social Security. a second ter m! Donobt
We have hosted an intagency meeting (Laughter)

to have and to advance those discussions Mr. SHAW: Beyond that, we then look at
regarding amendments to certain Schedules ofeforms, Mr Speaker, to the question of the
the GCT Act as enhancing social expenditur payroll system.

This interagency collaboration is expected to

continue in the coming months and will be REVENUE
informed by public discussion and technical | turn now, Mr. Speaker, to revenue
analyses. measures that we are announcing today. And |

Mr. Speaker, it is also important to ensure want to say, Mr. Speaker, that many of the
that all tax reform proposals are compliant measures that are listed in here, once again,
with the various trde agreements, are aimed at supportirthe stimulation of the
international trade agreements such as the leconomy, aimed at encouraging the
World Trade Organization and agreementsstimulation of the economy, Mr. Speaker, and

with our CARICOM partners. as | deal with them in turn | will explain why.

It has therefore been decided, Mr. Let me start with the first one.
Speaker, that a rolling medium term thyesar This Honourable House is being requested
tax policy framework will be implemented. to take note of the fact thatwe | | it 6s

This framework will instill discipline in the number 2. Stamp Duty and the refinancing and
promulgation of tax policy in Jamaica. In transfer of existing mortgages.

other words, changes to the tax rates and the Mr. Speaker, it has been known over the
GCT rate among others, will be implemented years that the fact that when someone wants
on a gradual basis. We are not going to goto transfer a loan from one financial institution
into it in any kind of kneejerk fagtn causing to the next, he hasall to close that loan and
confusion and causing general mayhem. Weopen a new loan, which then attracts a new
are going to be taking a cautious, deliberate, round of expenses, including the expenses
well researched and well organized approachStamp Duty.

to this matter. Changes in the purview of And that has militated, Mr. Speaker,
income tax will be implemented on a calendar against loan portability. And, Mr. Speaker,
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itds important that we uBodds,theS$teanpDutytridat i n t
of reducing and encouraging a competitive Transfer Tax will be remowed.
environment for the reduction of interest The exemption will extend to all companies
rates...(Applause)...we need to have greater whether or not registered on the Stock
portability of loans, loan portability. Exchange.

In order to encourage that, it is proposed (Applause)
that effective May 16, where there is Once again, once again, Mr. Speaker, Mr.
refinancing of a mortgage, mortgage is Speaker, | have pointed out that it is
generically used, not just house, car, loan,registered, Registered Corporate Bonds. This
anything, you have c ois hohdng otreeschema dThis is Kegistareéda m

Mr. VAZ: Once it is stamped? Corporate Bonds, Mr. Speaker, and the
Mr. SHAW: Once itbs st amppesofitistoopen upyetanother window
Mr. VAZ: Absolutely! of potential financing for business expansion

Mr. SHAW: Where there is financing of in the country.
a mortgage for equal amounts or less, Stamp  (Applause)
Duty will be payable at the nominal rate of Mr. BUCHANAN: Remember what you
only $100. Where there is however.... told Jamaica the last election!
(Appl ause) I n other woMdsMONVAGUE: w&oudgt mpray a
the 3% that would normally apply. Where (Inaudible)
there is an increase in the value of the Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, the thirdne
mortgage, however, Mr. Speaker, the is very close to my heart and | am sorry that
applicable duty will be payable on the the Member from Central Kingston is not
difference. here. Because | am sure that he would stand
(Applause) up on a Point of Order, simply to applaue th
So, in other words, this must not be seenGovernment for the decision that it has taken.
as a circumvention mechanism to refinance (Applause) | speak, Mr. Speaker, about the
get a larger amount of money on the basefees that are payable and the Transfer Tax
amounts, and try to get that the nominal applicable to deceased estates. (Applause)
$100. No. It is stamped, it is known, it is on Mr. Speaker, an important plank in the
the incremental amount you will be requiredtoGover nment 6 s gr otegyisa i nc
pay the established...(Applause) ...stamp series of initiatives to unlock latent wealth in

duty. idle assets. We have too much idle assets in
The revenue gained from increased Jamaica, lying around idle, in administration

activities is estimated at $78illion. Mr. of all type and you cannot get the Titles to put

Speaker, we imind to remove the Transfer itto work and get the economy going.

Tax and Stamp Duties on security. To achieve thiswe intend to introduce a
(Applause) package of financial incentives and tax

It is proposed that effectivethe 16" measures aimed at freeing up idle assets,
of May 16, to facilitate the issuance thereby increasing their market mobility and
and trading of registered Corporate  enable their efficient use in production.
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An important component of this package stamp duty on Probate and Letters of
is the reform of thdegal and administrative Administration 6r applications that are filed
infrastructure to create a system that will at the Supreme Court on or before April 27
facilitate the expeditious administration of will now be a flat $5,000 and transfer tax on
deceased estates. death for those applications, Mr. Speaker, will
It is beyond doubt that a system that be completely removedApplause)
improves the process for administering the Opposition MEMBER: All de dead a
deceased estates will serve to improveenexe  guh vote! All dedead a guh vote! Dead man a
inflows in the longterm, the distribution of guh vote!
real estate, as well as releasing untold millions  Mr. SHAW : Applications...

sitting in accounts in financial institutions. Opposition MEMBER: De dead gwine
A MEMBER: Hear, hedr vote again!
Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, it is estimated Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker...

that 50 to 60% of deceased estates raot Opposition MEMBER: De dead gwine

being administered due to the slow inefficient vote again!

and inflexible system currently in place as (Inaudible comments by Opposition
well as the prohibitive cost of having to pay Members)

the stamp duty and transfer taxdé\pplause) Mr. SHAW: Mr. Spe&er, applications
It is even estimated that at the Administrator filed after that date will now attract transfer
Gener al 6s ozeHno@d sudcheases tax, not of 4% anymore, Mr. Speaker, but will
are now lying languishing there and cannot now attract a new...

move for a variety of reasons. (Interruptions)
(Inaudible comments by Mr. Buchanan Mr. VAZ: Him soon finish, him soon
Mr. SHAW: There is a huge backlog of finish...
applications for Probate and Letters of A MEMBER: Government under
Administration at the Supreme Court and pressure now.
Stamp Office... Another MEMBE R: Under pressure for
Mr. VAZ: Good governance... what?
Mr. SHAW: ...accumulated over a period Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker,
of 20 years, Mr. Speaker. applications filed after that datethat is after
Opposition MEMBER: The RM Courts y e st er d a-yappicatisha filed as of
did it. today, the 28 of April...
Mr. SHAW: Some of the very Dr. PHILLIPS: After four years straight.

beneficiaries of these estates, they themselves Mr. SHAW: .. .will now attract transfer

die before the edms can even be taxof1.5%...

administered. Dr. PHILLIPS: After 4 years straight.
Opposition MEMBER : Is it retroactive? Mr. SHAW: ...of the net value of the
Mr. SHAW: We want to assist the estate, down from 4%, and the stamp duty on

representatives of those estates to complete th€robate and_etters ofAdministration will no

processing of these applications. Accordingly, longer be calculated based on a percentage of
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the value of the estate but a flat figure as May 2, the time that GCT registered taxpayers
follows: Estates value of $10 Million or less, who purchased machinery or equipment
$5,000. (Applause) Estates net value of valued $100,000 or more, have to wait to
between $10 Million and $19.999 Million, claim input tax credits, #t it is reduced from
$10,000Stamp Duty; estate between $20 and 24 months to three month§Applause)

$29.999 Million, $15,00Btamp Duty; estate Mr. VAZ: Significant amendments!
valuing $30 Million to $39.999 Million, Mr. SHAW: Claim your input tax credit
$20,000 Stamp Duty and $40 Million and on capital goods early and you will get back
over, $25,00tampDuty. (Applausé your money early.

The necessary amendments on to the Mr. VAZ: Businesdriendly Government!
Stamp Duty and Transfer Tax Acts will be Mr.SHAW: In respect of t
made to reflect these changes. levy, it is proposed that effective for this

(Inaudible comments by Dhillips) financi al year, where

Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, the present has been deducted from the contract sum of a
system for the administration of deceasedcontractor and was paid to the Collector of
estate is bureaucratic and cumbersome and w&axes, any amount not utilized as a credit fo
intend to establish a project to accomplish twoincome tax for that year of assessment can be
things: oversee the processing of the backlog carried forward to subsequent period not
of over 8,000 applicatits in the system for exceeding 5 years.
over 20 years in the Supreme Court, the Stamp  (Applause)

Office, the National Land Agency and the Mr. VAZ: Talk man a yaad

Admi ni strator Gener alM.s SHAWD e\pva Mt. nspaaker, Mr.
Critically, examine the 21 laws which Speaker, the motor vehicle taxation regime has
comprise the present legal infrastructure, if notbeen criticized as @ncharacterized by high
nightmare, for the admistration for the tax rates, high levels of complexity,
administration of deceased estates and transfenefficiency and inequity. In response to these
of assets of deceased estates and develomherent deficiencies, | appointed a review
legislation that will provide for a modern and committee comprising officials from the
efficient system. This project, Mr. Speaker, Jamaica Customs Department, the Taxation
will be completed within a thregear period. Policy Division andkey stakeholders in the

Mr.  Speaker, on this initiative, the car dealership sector...
revenue loss is estimated at $300 Million. Mr. VAZ: You hear!

And in relation to - that is on those Mr. SHAW: ..to examine the issues as
applications, prior to day April, 2% the they relate to the existing taxation regime with
revenue loss is $300 Million. And in respect a view to developing reform options that will
of those after this date, as of the"28oing  reform the system. Of paramount concern to
forward, there is a revenue gain projected atthe notor vehicle industry, inclusive of
$220 Million. buyers, was the complexity of tariff
Mr. Speaker, it is proposed that effective classification.

F
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Currently, there exists some 76 different Mr. SHAW: Everything is being put at
tax categories, based on categories such a0% and other taxes are reduced. So there
vehicle type, fuel type, engine size, seating  will be a reduction.
capacity, unladen weight. Tlaggregate rates Mr. VAZ : Net deduction!
range from 65% to 194%, and | say that thatis Mr. SHAW: The CET on bikes with
the dealer rate, with the gaps between each taengine sizes below 300 and 600 CCs be
category being significant, averaging aboutreduced to 10% and 20%, respectively.
20% of cost. The multiplicity of categories (Applawse)
ultimately result in significant price A MEMBER: How you get licence and
differential, canplexity in administration and you candét read!
ultimately it encourages, Mr. Speaker, it Mr. SHAW: The CET on alterrain
encourages corruption. vehicles be reduced to 20%. The CIF value to

A MEMBER: True! which the current 20% duty concession is

Mr. SHAW: The following reform applicable, be increased from US$25,000 to
measures in respect of the motor vehicle US$35,000 or J$3 Million, and ¢hUS$25,000
regime are aimed at ensuring that the taxationthat was implemented in 2003.

regime meets two ain objectives, that of Opposition MEMBER: We have that.
simplicity and effective application. How you nuh clap fi that?
Effective May 2, Monday... Mr. SHAW: The GCT payable on
Mr. VAZ: Monday, eh nuh, Monday! second sale vehicles will be increased, and the
Mr. SHAW: ..the Common External increases can be found on Table 7 that is
Tariff applicable to motor cars... presented in the Revenue Meges.
Opposition MEMBER: Again! Mr. BUCHANAN: Big man thing and
Mr. SHAW: ...will be redeed from 40%  small man suffa.
to 20%. (Applause)The CET on vehicles GovernmentMEMBER: Read the thing.
commonly referred to a®ick-ups will be Mr. SHAW: A licensed taxi operator...

increased from 10 to 20%, but there will be Mr. Speaker, a licesed taxi operator who
other decreases in Special Consumptionacquires a bus with less than 10 seats for

Taxes... public transportation will pay araggregate
Mr.  BUCHANAN: You mashing up duty of only 36%. (Applause)And the reason

farming now. You mashing up farming. for that, Mr. Speaker, is that the Government...
GovernmentMEMBER: Man, shut up! (Interruptions by Mr. Buchanan)

Mr. SHAW: ...that will show a decrease. € the Government is trying to encourage a re
Mr. BUCHANAN: Agriculture done fleeting of our taxi service...

now. A MEMBER: Yes.
Mr. SHAW: Read t he documim SHAW: . .Ist tbathey canpurchase
going down. I 't s g o i larger véhicleathat are more comfortable...
Mr. BUCHANAN: Going back to jack Mr. WITTER : Fuel efficient.

ass. Going back to jackass Mr. SHAW: ...and efficient to...
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A MEMBER: And donot hWakecltas, |l et 6s get s o
overload. respect of the WDrive industry, we have
Mr. SHAW: . . . and d o n 0 deciddd aov iestittianadize the rate for them

overload and they can carry our people with awhich was earlier set by the previous
sense of decency. (Applaus¢ The annual Minister...
motor vehicle licensing fees will be increased Mr. VAZ: With waiver.
by $1,000 and this is applicable to fees which Mr. SHAW: ..for good reason. With
are currently below $12,000. The estimatedwaiver. But we are going to institutionalize it
revenue yield is $180 Million. And the total in law, Mr. Speaker. There is no need for me
net revenue vyield is $195 Millign Mr. to sign a waiver écause the unique thing
Speaker. about the WDrive industry is that when they
Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that the pay their duty, every time they sign a
details of the new rates are appended in thecontract...
Revenue Measures that have been tabled. A MEMBER: Rental.
(Inaudible comments) Mr. SHAW: ...a rental contract, they also
Mr. BUCHANAN: Dat a hybrid! Dat a charge 17%2% GCT. So the Government is
hybrid! earning on a recurrent basisrfraghe GCT that
Mr. SHAW: Except to say, Mr. Speaker, applies to rental.
that there are now three main categories Mr. VAZ: Businesdriendly again!
there really are fou(4) categories now, other Mr. SHAW: So we are having a standard
than buses and trucks and pigks. But the rate for vehicles up t8 CCs of 32% for the U
important thing to recognize is that in respect Drive industry, standard rate up2000 CC of
of the standard size vehicle like rentalcarsand3 2 % aggr egate rate.
so on, that that standh size vehicle of going to be 32%.
between one and two, one to two litres, that Mr. VAZ: We have five(5) votes from
that size vehicle which used to pay an averageover there already.
94 to 95% duty will now pay an aggregate Mr. SHAW: Larger size vehicles will
duty of 62%. (Applause) Vehicles with a CC  attract higher rates and will also attract
rating of 2to 3.5 litres that used to pay an GeneralConsumption taxes.
aggregate dyt of 132% will now pay an Mr. Speaker, we believe that this will
aggregate duty of 76%. And vehicles that bring moe buoyancy to the motor vehicle
used to pay aggregate duties of 194% will nowindustry. But importantly, we must no longer
pay aggregate duties of 91%, Mr. Speaker.feel obliged that we have to go and buy a
Mr.  Speaker, let me also indicate that secondhand deportee from somewhere. We
Agricultural Pick-ups will continue to be 20%. can now purchase a new car that can service
Mr. VAZ : Yuh hear that, yuh hear that, us better in the country.
Buchanan? (Applause)
Mr. SHAW:  Trucks 20%, Duty Mr. Speaker,as | close the revenue
Concession 20%kybrid vehicles down from measures discussion, | just want to say, and |
63% to 41%. (Applause) And Electric  want to indicate that there is a 10% differential
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for diesel. All vehicles that are diesel, which economic stability, then we must all commit to
as you know, performs 30% better in terms of making 2011, a comeback year for Jamaica
fuel consumption, each rate that you seehe (Applause). A year that sees the Government
there is a 10% lower rate for units that are building on its fiscal and legislative
di esel uni t whet her achmevaments, while Iprivate t@npriseo geés
(Applause) busy writing deals. Let us draw some quick
Mr. Speaker, as | close on this revenue,inspirations from our achievements last year.
there are four other measures that are beindut first let us recall the magnitude of the
seriously considered and these are: problems we inherited. Recall that for decades
1 the introduction of compulsonyilihg Jamaica has been caught in a vicious cycle of
of Third Party information and tax low growth andunsustainable fiscal and debt
returns; dynamics. We must not forget these things.
{ the amendment to the GCT Act, to You donodot | i ke when |
reduce the claim period of input tax as ~ Mr. PICKERSGILL : No! (Laughter)
| mentioned before, on machinery and Mr. SHAW: Well, Central Government
equipment; debt service as a percentage of total revenue
T eliminate restri cliumpgdaMr. pgakersfram 4P% §981; tg an
ability to claim credit on building @astounding 129% by 2002. Growth averaged
materialfor taxable activity; half a per cent for 16 years and it took the
1 introduce a mechanism whereby credit €quivalent of 40% of GDP to avert a total
earned can be set off against any taxcollapse ofFinancial Services sector in the
type; 1990s. And now they d
1 introduce mechanisms whereby new €nauiry to tell us what happese (Applause)
companies are allowed to claim credit And, Mr. Speaker, 40 financial institutions
on first return. were closed, and over 40,000 businesses were

And extend the right of appeal allowing closed down.
the taxpayer the ahili to appeal decisions of (Sotto voceomments by Members)
the Commissioner General. A MEMBER: Shame, shame!

Introduction of an incentive programme Mr. SHAW: In short, with a lack of
whereby tax credits are provided to small andfiscal discipline anda weak governance
medium size enterprises that employ andStructure produced an economy that constantly
maintain persons who were previously flirted with disaster.
unemployed, that is being consideres well A MEMBER: True!
as the introduction of a tax credit system for ~ Mr- SHAW: Recent global conditions
the use of alternative energy in keeping with like the world food crisis, oil crisis, global

the policy of the Government of Jamaica. economic crisis triggered a massive downturn
Mr.Speaker,if2010wasamakeorbreaki n revenue. |In practic

year, one which saw us edge away from the  (SOtto voc&omments by Members)

precipice over which we wereahging for a Mr. SHAW: Mr. Speaker, in practical

decade and a half to finally attain macro €M, it was like losing a job when your pay
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cheque hasn't been covering your expenses invays to parlay their talents and ideas into

the first place. bankable projects.

But, Mr. Speaker, let us faftrward now Let us make 2011 a comeback year, a year
to 2010 and note the followingebhchmark in which the Financial Services sector puts
achievements creative products on the market, while the

1 Forty-year low interest rate. entrepreneurial spt of Jamaica is unleashed

(Applause) and soars like never before. And that is why |

1 single digit inflation;(Applause) have relieved the stamp duty on transfer taxes

1 gross reserves foreign exchange atto allow for mobility and competition in the

historic highs, (Applause) FinancialServices sector.

f and a stable Jamaican dollar all (Applause)

occurring at the same time. Let us make a comeback year where
(Applause) students tur in star performance and workers

And to add to thdist the divestment of S€ek new training opportunities. Let us make it
chronic, loss making state entities, like Air the year that budding entrepreneurs turn good
Jamaica, and Sugar Company of JamaicalTlL into a thriving, and thriving businesses.

(Applause) (Applause)

The introduction of powerful pieces of Mr. Speaker, there is no time to waste. We
l egislation and the BYSk dyster othe coyrageo f iesurigd |
most successful debt exchange. (Applause) ourselves, like the phoenix from the ravages

By any standard, Mr. Speaker, this was a from the past, from missed opportunity, from
massive list of achievements to clock in a uUntapped potential. Let us make it the year that
single calendar year. Let us be inspired angdall men, women and students seize this unique
motivated. (Applause) moment cratedfrom economic stabilization.

After a year of solid work, the worst is (Applause)
behind us. Significant challenges remain in ~ We all have a role to play. But let me
terms of rising oil andgrain prices and our throw out this special challenge to the private
vulnerability to externat to weather shock. Sector retool, refinance, retrain, refurbish,
But we must recognize that the stage has nowfhallenge yourselves to make a plan, develop
been set for a credible transition to a new@ Product, seek new markets, develop an
phase of economic development The €Xport programmeé @EApp
transition from s t adhallangeoysselves fepm theyriskplyppr state
(Applause) that has emerged out of tikénancial Sector

We must neveforget, Mr. Speaker, that collapse Let us resolve to think big again.
reorganizing our debt is only a part of the  (Applause)
story. The end game is for us to grow our way ~ 1here is no time to waste. Things are
out of debt. That can only happen when bankshappening, | urge you to take an educated leap
start writing business loans again, and theOf faith. Let us verk together to kick start
creative sector, everybodyour musicians, 9rowth in a big way to get this train called
athlees, scientists, inventors and writers find ~Jamaicarolling again.
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(Applause) 1 Medium Term Debt Management
When Mike Henry's train will become a strategy for the period 2011/2012 to
bull et train one dayé (Apom3emMse) éand we al

can travel first class islandwide. Above all, The SPEAKER: House Leader, Public

Mr. Speaker, | urg you to maintain an Business.
unshakeable sense of optimism for Jamaica

and about Jamaica. The time for action is now. ADJOURNMENT
We must together believe in our future. Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, it is not
May God bless you and may God bless proposed to do any further business, |
Jamaica. (Applause) therefore, move for the adjournment of the
(Standing ovation by Government House.
Members)
A MEMBER: Well done bwoy! PASSING OF RUPERT G. DAVIS
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, the Mr. Speaker, but before | do so, Mr.
Minister of Finance has presented as usual, hiSpeaker, the Member from South St.
very excellent presentation. Andrewbs father passed
(Applause) and | believe that the House should note the

In his presentation, Mr. Speaker, he passing.
mentioned certain documents which have to On behalf of this side, Mr. Speaker, |
be tabled | therefore, as a nt@r of would like to extencthe condolences of the
Housekeeping ask for the recommit of the Members to the Member from South St.

item GAnnouncement$) Andrew.
The SPEAKER: Thank you, House
ANNOUNCEMENTS Leader and we wil/ ask
(Recommitted) Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER : Thank you
The SPEAKER: Members the motion very much, Mr. Speaker.
before the House is for the suspension of | would like to join the House Leader in
Standing Order to allow for the reconttal of  expressing the cowtences and ask the
the iteméAnnouncements Member from South St. Andrew to convey to

Motion put to the House and agreed to his mom and other members of the family, the
passing of Rupert George Davis.

ANNOUNCEME NTS Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Great man.
The Clerk by leave laid on the Table of Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER: é . at t he
the House the following: of 94.
1 Fiscal Policy Paper for the vyear An interesting thing, Mr. Speaker, isath
2011/2012 all the men in this House can learn from. He

1 Tax Expenditure Estimates 2007/800 shared 72 years of his life, of his life with one
f Jamaica Memorandum on the budget woman, with his wife. With his beautiful wife
2011/2012 Miss Amy and she is alive, looking well and
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strong at the age of 94. They produced some The SPEAKER: Thank you Mrs. Portia
outstanding children,among them former Simpson Miller, we will ask the Clerk tesd
Cabinet Secretary, formerPresident of the wusual card of con
UTECH and the former Minister and soon to family.
be Mi nister of G o v e Mhank goo.tHoused epder. n é

(Applause) Mr. HOLNESS: Thank you, Mr.

Opposition MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! Speaker. It is not proposed to do any further

Mrs. SIMPSON  MILLER: The business. | therefore, move that the House do
important thing though, Mr. Speaker, is that he adjourn untilthe 3 of May, Tuesdaythe 3¢
wasa very important paoftMayg fwhdni we wilh ihéad rfrem éhe |
He gave them love and ensured a goodOpposition Spokesperson on Finance. We will
education for his children, despite limited also be meeting othe 4" of May which is the
resources. And to his family, unlike some of Wednesday and the 5th as well. But on the
what the Minister said that could be creditable Wednesday, Mr. Speaker, we will be hearing
and some we have questions abougnf  from the Minister of Transport and Works and

stability to growth. a Member from the Opposition which would
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Real growth. be the Member from Central Westmoreland.
Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER : Omatr, | think Mr. Speaker, | therefore move for the

you will allow me the privilege of saying to a adjournment.
college and a friend, | know how you feel, and The SPEAKER: Members, the motion
| had the opportunity to be with your mom before the House is that this Honourable
early after his passgy and instead of House do adjourn until, Tuesday, the 3rd of
comforting her, she gave me strength, and IMay at 2:00.m.
saw her giving all her children strength. Motion put to the House and agreed to
Condolences on behalf of the Opposition The SPEAKER: This Honourable House
and your colleagues in this Parliament; and |stands adjourn.
know that you all will be stronger with the Adjournment taken at 5:21 p.m. until
fond memories of yau outstanding and Tuesday, May 3, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.
upstanding father. And you can take comfort
in the fact that your mom is still with you, and
she will continue to shower all of you with
love and to summon you from time to time to
give you instructions as well.
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Hear! Hear!
Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER: And so, be
strong and know that colleagues from both
sides of the House, we are with you at this
moment of your grief.
Thank you. (Applause)
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SESSION 2011 2012

TUESDAY, May 3, 2011 Minister, Minister of Information and
Telecommunication.

PURSUANT to Notice of Adjournmentthe  WILLIAM JAMES CHARLES HUTCHINSON,

Honourabé House of Representatives (JLP), St. Elizabeth, North Vgeern,

resumed its sitting at Gordon House, Minister of State in the Ministry of
Kingston at 219 p.m. Agriculture.
NEVILLE ANDREW GALLIMORE, (JLP), St.
PRESENT Andrew, West Rural, Minister of State in
the Ministry of Labour and Social Security
THE SPEAKER and Deputy Leader.
HON. DELROY HAWMIN CHUCK, (JLP), St. = ROBERT ST. AUBYN MONTAGUE, (JLP), St.
Andrew, North Eastern. Mary, Western, Mirster of State in the
MRS. MARISA COLLEEN DALRYMPLE- Office of thePrime Minister.
PHILIBERT, (JLP), Trelawny, Southern, MICHAEL ANTHONY STERN, (JLP), Clarendon,
Deputy Speaker. North Western, Minister of State in the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce and
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET Investment.
THE HONOURABLES:
ANDREW MICHAEL HOLNESS (JLP), St OTHER MEMBERS

Andrew, West Central, Minister of MR. LUTHER BARTLEY MONTEITH
Education, Leader of Government BUCHANAN, (PNP), Westmoreland, Sibu
Business and Electoral Matters. Eastern.

DR. KENNETH LEIGH O 6 NL BAUGH, (JLP), MR. PETER MURCOTT BUNTING, (PNP),
St. Catherine, West Central, Deputy Prime Manchester, Central.
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs DR. OMAR LLOYD DAVIES, (PNP), St.

and Trade. Andrew, Southern.
AUDLEY FITZ ALBERT SHAW, (JLP), MR. COLIN ALFRED A. FAGAN, (PNP), St.
Manchester, North EasteriMinister of Catherine, South Eastern.
Finance and the Public Service. DR. FENTON RUDYARD FERGUSON (PNP), St.
DR. CHRISTOPHER CHARLES TUFTON, (JLP), Thomas, Eastern.
St. Elizabeth, South Western, Minister of MS. LISA RENE SHANTI HANNA, (PNP), St.
Agriculture. Ann, South Eastern.
MR. IAN DAVE HAYLES, (PNP), Hanover,
MINISTERS OF STATE Western.
THE HONOURABLES: MRS. SHARON MERLE HAY -WEBSTER (PNP),
DARYL WESLEY PHILLIP VAZ, (JLP), St. Catherine, South Central.

Portland, Western, Minister without MRS. MAXINE ANTOINETTE HENRY-WILSON,
Portfolio in the Office of the Prime (PNP), St. Andrew, South Eastern.
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MR. JOSEPH URIAH HIBBERT, (JLP), St.
Andrew, East Rural.

MR. ANTHONY GEORGE HYLTON, (PNP), St.
Andrew, Western.

MR. FITz ARTHUR JACKSON, (PNP),
Catherine, Southern.

MR. DERRICK FLAVIUS KELLIER, (PNP), St.
James, Southern.

MR. PHILLIP FEANNY PAULWELL, (PNP),
Kingston, Easterand Port Royal.

St.

MR. MICHAEL ANTHONY PEART, (PNP),
Manchester, Southern.
MR. DEAN ALEXANDER PEART, (PNP),

ManchesterNorth Western.

MR. TARN ANDREW PERALTO, (JLP), St.
Mary, South Eastern.

MR. ROBERT DIXON PICKERSGILL, (PNP), St.
Catherine, North Western.

THE MOST HON. PORTIA LUCRETIA SIMPSON
MILLER, (PNP), St. Andrew, South
Western, Leader of the Opposition.

MR. DERRICK CHARLES SMITH, (JLP), St.
Andrew, North Western.

REV. RONALD GEORGE THWAITES, (PNP),
Kingston, Central.

Mr. FRANKLYN ROBERT WITTER, (JLP) St.
Elizabeth, South Eastern.

PRAYERS
Prayers were offered by Reverend Ronald
Thwaites.
The House resumed its sitting at2p.m.
The SPEAKER: Please be seated.
The HonourableHouse now resumes its
sitting.

CALL OF THE ROLL
(See Listing
The SFEAKER: Members, this afternoon
we would like to welcome all those who are

sitting in the Gallery. But special welcome to
former Members of ParliameMRS. ALOUN
D 6 ®MBET-ASSAMBA, MR. O. D. RAMTALLIE
and MR. RICHARD AzAN. Welcome to the
sitting of Parlianent. (Applause)

Please, those in the Gallery, just remember
to put your phone on vibrate or off so that you
do not disturb the sitting of Parliament.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Clerk laid on the Table of the House a
copy of the following:

M Jamaica Hansard
Parlamentary Proceedings of the
House of Representatives
Session 2007/2008
27th September 2007 to 18th
December, 2007
The University Council of Jamaica
Annual Report for the year 2009/2010
HEART Trust/NTA
Annual Reports for the years
2008/2@9 and 2009/2010
Report of Investigation conducted into
the circumstances surrounding the
alleged contractual agreements
between the Petroleum Corporation of
Jamaica and Caribbean Protective
Security Management and Services
Company Limited

The SPEAKER: Yes, Reverend
Thwaites.
Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker, the

volume ofHansard that is laid on the Table
today is for proceedings that are almost three
and one half years ago. Could the Speaker
explain why the appearance of the bound
volumes ofHansard are sotardy, and can an
assurance be given that this most valuable
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research tool will be caught up as soon as The SPEAKER: Well, in due course they

possible. will be up to date.
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, the
(HON. ORETTEBRUCE GOLDING, (JLP), Hansard records as you will agree, Mr.
Kingston, Western, Prime Minister, Spe&er, are very important documents. |
Minister of Defence, entered and took his believe we are now at the stage, Mr. Speaker,
seat.) where these documents can and should be

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites, my digitised and made available tine. The
understanding is that there was a reprinttechnology is there. We may need to dedicate
because the original one had to be-eglited,  some manpower to scanning and converting
so what you are getting is aedited versior thes papetbased records into digital records.
well a reedit of the volume that should have | want to assure the Member that it is
been done three years cag But my  something that | am contemplating to see how
understanding is that we are fairly up to date. best we could have it done.

Rev. THWAITES: Could you say up to The SPEAKER: Very well. Hopefully,
when? Reverend Thwaites, within a short period we

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites, | can be updated tiin months instead of years.
think it's fair to say that some years agwae
are trying to bring them up to date and this is (DR. ST. AUBYN BARTLETT, (JLP), St.

the first of what | hop- this is 2007 but we Andrew, Eastern, entered and took his

are hoping that in the next shortly 2008, seat.)

2009, 2010 that they will be coming in due Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker, could

course. we set a target, for the rising of the Parliament

for the summer to be up to date? Awmdlly it

(Hon.MRS. SHAHINE ELIZABETH is embarrassing. Where simple records of
RoBINSON, (JLP), St. Ann, North Eastern, other institutions are redime now and the
Minister of State in the Office of the Parliament is this behind. So may | assure...
Prime Minister, entered and tookrh The SPEAKER: | think, as the House
seat.) Leader said, Reverend Thwaites, that it may

(DR. ESMOND VERNAL PATRICK HARRIS, be possible to have it on thatérnet.
(PNP), Trelawny, North, entered and took Rev. THWAITES: Well that's fine. In
his seat.) whatever form. | am not particular. All | want
Rev. THWAITES: Is there any more to askis that we set some discipline.
definite timetable? Is this a concern of the The SPEAKER: No, nd | think in terms
Speaker or of the House genéyal of putting it on the Internet | am sure the Clerk
The SPEAKER: No. My understanding - | will ask the Clerk thatti could be on the
is that it takes some time before they arelinternet during the course of this year, an
printed. up-to-date version. But in terms of the printed
Rev. THWAITES: Really! version, it is something outside of our control
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because of the circumstances of putting it to
the printery and having it done within their

time and within the resources available. But in

terms of having it on the web site, | am certain
that an ugo-date version could be on the web
site this year.

(MRs. NATALIE NEITA-HEADLEY, (PNP),

St. Catherine, East Central, entered an

took her seat.)

(MR. DESMOND GREGORYMAIR, (JLP),

St. Catherine, North Eastern, entered and

took his seat.)

Rev. THWAITES: The current one.

The SPEAKER: The current one.

Rev. THWAITES: Thank you very
much, Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Very well.

d

(DR. MORAISVALENTINE GuY, (PNP), St.
Mary, Central, entered and took his seat.)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS
The SPEAKER: House Leader,
answers?
(Inaudible response.)
MissLisA HANNA, Member of Parliament

any

for South East St. Ann, gave notice that at the

expiration of 21 days she would ask the
Minister of Education the following questions:

1. Who is LDP Hall and Associates

2. Why have they been awarded a
contract of US$409,000 plus
J$1,381,2507?

3. Was this contraabpen to tender?

4. What are the terms of reference and

scope for their work?

(DR. PETERDAVID PHILLIPS, (PNP), St.
Andrew, East Central, entered and took
his seat.)

PUBLIC BUSINESS
The SPEAKER: House Leader?
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, at Public
Business we will hear from the Member of

Parliament for St. Andrew South, the
Opposition spokesperson on finance.
The SPEAKER: Dr. Omar Davies.

(Applause)
Mr. VAZ: | waan hear Roger tomorrow.

BUDGET DEBATES (contd.)

Dr. DAVIES: Thark you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | begin by expressing thanks
for the words of comfort and support
expressed at the adjournment last Tuesday
(Thursday) by the Leader of Government
Business and the Leader of Opposition and by
several other collEgues who have spoken to
me or called me and conveyed condolences to
the family.

Mr. Speaker, normally | separate personal
business from business of the State, but this
one is kind of difficult. And the fascinating
thing about this extraordinary ordityaman is
that anybody who met him would have found
it hard to believe that this is someone whose
formal education ended when he was twelve.
He not only encouraged his children but any
youngster he encountered.

(Hon. RUDYARD CONRAD SPENCER

(JLP), Clarendon, South Eastern,
Minister of Health and the Environment,
entered and took his seat.)
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(DR. DONALD GLADSTONE RHODD, much progress, whether you hadn't read your
(PNP), Portland, Eastern, entered and tookhistory books to know that. (Laughter)
his seat.) He serve as a JP. He served as chairman

His children were spdilin that we always of the Four Paths Primary School Board. He
had our own books. Even when we shouldwas the Community Council chairman.
have got book handed down he felt that books  He had a wicked sense of humour. In the
were your personal possession. And the truthlatter years he had some hearing difficulties
is that he himself read widely. And he is the and | asked him how was he dealing with it
only mechanic | know who headed to work and he saidhat he felt it was retribution. He
with his sandwichesand a book. But the had spent so many years pretending not to
peculiar thing about him was that reading for hear what my mother said that he felt
him was a physical activity and his books eventually the Lord had caught up on him.
were creased and betrayed being held by th€lLaughter)
hands of a mechanic, covered by engine oil  The final thing | want to say, he was an
and grease. So it made no sense to lend him amazingly ethical man. | tell you a storycaut
book, you hado give him a book because if a colleague here who was supposedly heading
you didndté (Laught erthKingston in a hurry and was pulled over

near Toll Gate. And the police signalled for

(HON. LAURENCE GEORGEBRODERICK, him to go to this JP sitting under a tree. And
(JLP), Clarendon, Northern, Minister of  this man went and presented his papers; and
State in the Ministry of Energy and my father looked at the suame and said, are
Mining, entered and took his seat.) you connected te | will just tell you, Ernest
(HON. PEARNEL PATROE CHARLES, CD, Peart? He said, oh, that's my father. He said,
(JLP),Clarendon, North Central, we were squaddies. We entered the RAF the
Minister of Labour and Social Security, same day. We were friends right through. And
entered and took his seat.) he said | will do anything for him, he was my
(HON. JAMES RuDOLPH EDWARD friend.

ROBERTSON (JLP), St. Thomas, Western, So the son of Ernest Peart, Michael,
Minister of Mining and Energy, entered stretched for his papers and my father said,
and took his seat.) now what are the details and wrote him up. So
He spent almost all of his working life at | don'té (Laughter) Sc

Monymusk Sugar Estate. And the Minister of there are lots of them, lots of them keep me

Agriculture, the last discussion he and | had going. (Applause)

about sugar, he heard you projecting output of  Mr. Speaker, as gards to our work as

120,000tons for the country Parliamentarians, let me begin by thanking the
(Sotto voceommenty Member}¥ Clerk of the Houses and the staff who have
Dr. DAVIES: No. And he said that assisted us in Parliament and in the various

Clarendon in 1965 did that, that was just for committees in different ways.

Clarendon. So he was really wondering how A MEMBER: Hear! Hear!



80
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Dr. DAVIES: Yes, big them up. Dr. DAVIES: No, not always. | hope that
(Applause) three andone half years on the job is having

The inadequacy of the facilities remains a some impact.
major limiting factor and, Mr. Speaker; even Mr. Speaker, although reality may have
interim measures need to be taken. We have anfluenced the tone and tenor of the
situation where you can't have two committeespresentation, unfortunately 1 have serious
meeting and there are problems with the mikesproblems with the content. Atimtes, as |
et ceterawe need to do someiiy about that. listened to him, | wondered whether he and

| wish alsoto thank theHeads and staff of much of the population inhabited the same
the various organizations who have worked Jamaica. (Applause) There is a sofigyo
assiduously to provide documentation to assistDifferent Worlds we live in two different
us in being able to monitor both past and worlds, but | will get back to that.
planned activities of the State. (Applause) So  Mr . Speaker, f cspeech hi
thank the Fiancial Secretary and the staff at | will adopt a change in the approach as the
the Ministry of Finance, thank the Governor of global humbers on the proposed expenditure
the Bank of Jamaica and the staff, the Directorare well known. As such, | will not be placing
General of the PIOJ and the staff, the Directortoo much emphasis on the various amounts
General of STATIN all those who have committed for this or for that project.
provided us with documentation. Nonetheless, we will be posing orse

Mr. Speaker, | place particular emphasis questions about the budget, as there are two
on documentation as that should provide usmany numbers which simply do not add up.
with the basis for having a clearer Mr. Speaker, my focus, however, will go
understanding of the state of affairs. Evenbeyond looking at the numbers and | will be
whilst expressing this appreciation, | have thinking of the implications for John and Jane
some concerns which | will be expressing in Brown. As such, we will be doing reality
terms of @cumentation. Some which have check, because you can't move forward unless
been traditionally available at this time, but you know exactly where you are. (Applause)
are not this year. And | will also speak to the And that reality check will cover both the
inadequacy of some of that which has beensocial sectors and the economic sectors. This
provided. reality check, Mr. Speaker, using in every

Mr. Speaker, | need to say something instance, | am using datprovided by the
about the approach of the Minister oh&ihce  Government, will identif a world, as | said,
in this his fourth opening speech for the which is totally different from that discussed
budget debate. There was a decided change im the presentation by the Minister.
both tone and tenor as compared to earlier | will also speak to the issue of
years, at least for the opening speech, at leasransparency in the operations of the GOJ.
for the opening s peecThisislritcalsie thah sn tishne talbaccept

(Sotto voceomments by a Membe that we are facing hard times, it is imperative

C

<



81
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

that the manner in which we utilize the limited is a whole table shwing this achievement, but
resources which are available to the country,let's go beyond the hype.
that way in which we utilize the resources Mr. Speaker, to begin, and this is not a
must be transparent and subject to crossfact anyone can contest, this administration
checks transparency and accountability, the has earned with justification the reputation of
country demands nothing less. (Applause) being a bad debtor.
Finally, as should be expected, and rightly GovernmentMEMBERS: Yes.
so, the question is going to be posed, having Dr. DAVIES: The Gvernment owes
carried out the reality check, what would a everyone street cleaner, pensioner, suppliers of
PNP administratin do differently? Andso we  pharmaceuticals, suppliers of security
will  present actual suggestions about services, contractors, public officer and even
programmes which will represent hope to athe dog catchers. Do we have dog catchers?
population which is bruised, battered and Anyhow, they owe every single one, they
losing faith rapidly. (Applause) donot di s c requahi op@ottuaity a n
Mr. Speaker, the three presentations fromdebtor.
the Opposition, there will be the Leader of the Mrs. NEITA -HEADL EY: Shamé
Opposition on Thursday, but last week when Dr. DAVIES: Hence in looking at the
my colleague from East Central, St. Catherineachievement of the 6.1% deficit, what really
received word that she will be makingshe  should be taken account is how many bills are
will be the third speaker for the Opposition, owed and due to be paid, hopefully.
she is ready and she will be delivering that Mr . Speaker, t dn@mic Op p
presentation- | was about to saymaiden team, and we were operating a team, when we
presentation tomorrow in this House. And so, meet with external agencies we just don't go
let me congratulate her on that. (Applause) one and one, we take a team, we take
Mr. Speaker, let me turn to the budget. As youngsters, we expose them. We raised this
| have indicated in my opening remarks | will very issue with the IMF team as is explicitly
be approaching my presentation this yearreferenced the issue of arreais, explicitly
somewhat differently from rpvious years. referenced in the Standby Agreement, that
Whilst a budget presentation invariably must there should be no build up of arrears 90 days
deal with numbers, what | will be focusing on and beyond after the commencement of the
relates to clear policy trends, or the absenceAgreement.
thereof. = Nonetheless, there were certain  When | asked the head of the IMF team
puzzling issues which have jumped out from supervising the Jamaica programme, how was
the presentationfothe Minister of Finance. this measured, o did they monitor whether
Let us look at a few of them. the Government was sticking by this? He
First, Mr. Speaker, at the deficit target. frankly stated that he couldn't measure it, he
The Minister boasts that compared to the couldn't check it. That is what he said, and my
deficit target of 6.5% of GDP the outturn was colleagues will confirm that. He was honest,
6.1% and this was a major achievement. Thereb u t he coul dnodt but b
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gueston is, if he attempted to say otherwise is, Mr. BUCHANAN : That is bangarang.
how do you do it? Dr. DAVIES: To what end? For us to be

Various attempts have been made throughable to boast that we beat the deficit target?
guestions. The Member from Central Kingston Here is an institution established exclusively
has been consistent, asking, and in the variouso aim at lower income conumities and
meetings of the Standing Finance Committeepeople, and we underspend by $4@dlion.
we have askedThe Minister of Health has So that we can tell the IMF, that watch us, we
provided some figures, but there are others,are tough on poor people, it can't be. But there
and | wi || come back at other exarmples. Wee ndxb ané tis ekem o
who is responsible for paying the debt. So, Mrwor se than the cut i n
Speaker, let's go beyond what is known in therelates to the anml little topping up for
streets. Let's consider programmes andGovernment pensioners. Given the movement
paymens which have been deliberately cut in in prices, this topping up is something they
order to make this deficit target. And please look forward to and, Mr. Speaker, people
understand, Mr. Speaker, we understand theshould understand the official pension, is
importance of keeping the deficit under prescribed by legislation, but we have
control. But let us not make a big achievementrecognized that withcost of living moving
out of this, when you do certain things. faster than this every year, and we started it
Consider the JSIF projects, consider the JSIFand it is being continued by this
projects. Here is an institution carrying out administration. So the Minister announced the
work aimed exclusively at the lowest topping up a year ago and said it would be
sociaeconomic groups and communities, as paid, and in the normal thing it is announced
what JSIF was set up. And | don't have to askand it will be pail within the calendar year by
nobodyé December.

A MEMBER: Who set up JSIF? What may seem like no big money to us,

Dr. DAVIES: Me, we, the administration. trust me, for people particularly those who
Here is a programme for which there is retired before 1993, it is something they
significant grant funding... (Applause) Hereis pl anned for é (Appl ause
a programme for which there is significant around. And one day when after we discussed
grant funding, yet there approved budget of the matter in the PAC, we discussed it in the
last year was under funded by $4B0llion PAC, | got several calls about pension, we
and | am going to come back to the that issuewere discussing pension. But several calls
because we don't know, on the one handsaying what can you do to get them to release
somebody said it was underfunded and on thehe little topping up.
other hand said the projects weren't ready. But  Mr. Speaker, the funds were not disbursed
we will come back. But we know, that the in December;n fact they were not disbursed
budget for JSIF was underfunded. Jtepent  during the financial year. On various
$400 Million less than we approved here a occasions | posed the question as to when
year ago. would this be done? And the answer varied.
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We pay some now, some later, now and again bond and they preunded it so that they can

we hear promises that the little topping up will have it for May. Hence, if the money was sold

be paid to the BOJ, this record NIR is just window
Mr. Speaker, $500 Million for the dressing, as it will be in and out within a little

pensioners is not no big sum for a national time.

budget, but it is big, big money for the Mr. Speaker, when | asked the Minister,

pensioners and it should not have been donehe consulted with his technicians and his

(Applause) response to us was that
How can we boast about attaining a fiscal him to double check and | tell you why.

target when this sum explicitigommitted, it Dr. DUNCAN: Please.

is not that it was there was any question as to Dr. DAVIES: | n |l ooking at

whether it would be committed. It was Annual Report, it states that the NIR at the end
explicitly committed and it wasn't. Who are of December 2010, was $2,17Rillion -
we trying to impress, the IMF? | assert $2,171Billion - that iswhat it was at the end
without fear of contradiction that the IMF of December. And the Minister has informed
coul dnot i @dnsionewsilike thatt husethat at the end of March 31, the NIR stood
they could not do that, and they would not do at $2,553Billion.

that. (Applause) But we can beat upon them  Mr. D. PEART : Story time.

here and say to IMF look at our achievement. Dr. DAVIES: Do the arithmetic.

Yes é Dr. DUNCAN: Yes.
(Sotto voceomments by Mr. Pickersgill) Dr. DAVIES: That s one th
Dr. DAVIES: No, it is not balance itis Pathsa | i tt |l e ar iApglauset i c ,
deficit stil. But right. The growth in the NIR between January 1,

Next, the Minister speaks about the and March 31, is 382 ...
significant achievement in terms of the highest Mr. PICKERSGILL : Wha bout
levels of NIR in history. And the highest Glenmuir?
levels of gross international gerves in (Inaudible commenjs
history. These claims were also reflected in Dr. DAVIES: No, | learnt any arithmetic
t he GG6 s S p e ebedausepthey s-utheadmly thing | learnt at Glenmuir was
gave that to him. During the Standing Finance Algebra, but all the arithmetic ever, | learnt
Committee, | asked the Minister a specific from GS NEITA, Esquire. You understand?
guestion. What has happened to the proceed¥es, yes(Applausé
of the US$40QMillion bond issue? What has (Inaudiblecomment from a Membgr
happened to the proceeds? Were these Dr. DAVIES: Geometry at Glenmuir.
proceeds sold to the BOJ thpushingupthe Youdére from Cl arendon
NIR artificially? something, think of what youwo ul d 6 v
| deliberately said artificially, as we all becomei f youdd haldugh@j c h
know that the money will have to be paid out Think of what yu nuh. Your claim to fame is
later this month, the Minister can tell us t h at your brother wen
exactly when because there was a maturing  your claim to fame. But we said no, no,! no
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he can make it but vy oSpeaker thad during fisaat yean 20992010, inw ¢
thatéds your claim t o theahemht of what must be termed, the

A MEMBE R: You want justice, eeh? Government s home grow

Dr. DAVIES: So, Mr. Speaker, the no one would lend to them, the BOJ loaned
difference in thosethree months isThree  unbacked money to the Ministry of Finance.
Hundred andighty-two Million. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Right.

And so, Mr. Speaker, if the record NIR is Dr. DAVIES: Duly recorded, this is not
not refl ecting t he praoaceusation, dilyrreconded, énd thebMinister,
like to know what remarkableet of inflows said in a crisis, well you have to take action.
could have resulted in this increaseTdfree But that in other terms, lending unbacked
Hundred andEight-two Million in that three moneys cal l ed O6turning o
month period. | 6d jTulsat éasskexdet IMi niwvbaeEer
doubl e check SO0 w e Gquektionskahootwit, then,bbatove wdid eot get
something would be happening in terms of satisfactory answers. But we have more
either exports, which are notftected in the questions. We know that revenues in fiscal
exports, or happening with FDI. But we need year 2010/2011 which is just ended, were
to know, Mr. Speaker, what really has bolsteed by a transfer of a sum of ®llion

happened in that regard. from the BOJ, based on profits of that
Mr . Speaker, t her ed mstitationoduringfiscal year20092010w h y |

ask questions. We know that the BOJ had significant
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : We need to losses in this last fiscal year in the region, |

know. believe, of 1% of GDP. Within that context,

Dr. DAVIES: Ther ebs a n o t theeMinistry &f &isance and this has nothing
When you look at the projections for the fiscal to do with who is Minister the Ministry of
year, the projection is that the NIR at the endFinance is obliged to provide marketable
of the fiscal year will be $Billion. So how  securities to the BOJ, which they can sell to
webr e goirwhgarawe goingtelese compensate them for th

this $500Million? like the Minister to tell us is,are there
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Where is'it pr ovi si ons i n this y €
going to @? payment to the BOJ? The transfer the other
Dr. DAVIES : Where is it going to go? way was rapid fire. W
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yed changed around, are we going to have the
Dr. DAVIES: S o , Mi ni st er , samé tdeathentknext time?u t o
clarify that situation. A MEMBER : Pie, pie
Dr. DUNCAN: Next week Wednesday. Dr. DAVIES : Mr. Speaker, cawe expect

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, the movement the same alacrity Danny Buck would say,
in the NIR reflects only one aspect of the good word...
BOJ/Ministry of Finance relationship about Mr. BUCHANAN : Good word!
which we have questions. You will recall, Mr. Dr. DAVIES: ...alacrity, alacrity in the
flows the other way.
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The next point which | wish to make in (Inaudiblecomment by a Membgr
terms of the budget, relates to the primary Dr. DAVIES: Yes,to the programme.
surplus. The Mirdgter mentioned in passing, A MEMBER : Big word.
that the primary surplus was $4Rillion Dr. DAVIES: Mr . Speaker, I
below the revised target contained in thet h e matter up t o t he
Standby Agreement. The truth is, Mr. Speaker,statement, | wrote to both Ministers reminding
the target was $57.Billion and the outturn t hem of t he Pri me Mi n
was $53.4Billion. But the reality is that the seeking this briefing. Nothing has happened.
shorfall was significantly reduced by the Dr. DUNCAN:|I c an 6 tLaughejc a | |
transfer from the BOJ of the $illion, you Dr. DAVIES: Nothing has happened.
know, all other things being equal. And you Again | asked, what is the nature...
really canot pl an a pr(inavdiblegommentrbpDr.PBillipa nd h o

that the BOJ going to transfer. Dr. DAVIES: Boy | donot ge
Dr. DUNCAN: Teach therh business there, I donod
Dr. DAVIES: And thereforewe need to  All | know is that ro briefing has taken place.
know when will the irflow in the other Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : None.
direction take place? Dr. DAVIES: So what | want to know,
Dr. DUNCAN: Teach them, teach them.  Mr. Speaker, what | want to know is what is
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker... the nature of the concessions being negotiated
Dr. DUNCAN: Good economics. with RUSAL? Are the negotiations complete?

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, | note the Is the Minister of Financen a position where
Mi ni sterds expectat i ohecan prajdct what thepleved floescwioldd be?h a
reqgpening of Ewarton and Kirkvine willresut Fr om what we have hear
in increasing level inflows in fiscal year the popular press that RUSAL is demanding ...
2011/2012. And, Mr. Speaker, we come to (Inaudiblecomment by a Membgr
something sensitive here and | want the Prime  Dr. DAVIES: (Laughg ..RUSAL is
Minister to listen. When the announcement demanding...
was made in Parliament, | asked the Rrim Mr. SHAW : A PNP Press.
Minister if he would indicate what Dr. DAVIES: We | | i f i tos |
concessions were being demanded bymust be the most popular Press then by
RUSAL. He responded by saying that he definition, but we need to know.
would prefer not to discuss the matter in (Inaudiblecomment by Mr. Vag
public as this could jeopardise negotiations. Dr. DAVIES: And so | say to the Prime

Rather, he said, he would authorise the twoMi ni st er , | - thie msbseriousva n
relevant Minsters- Mining and Energy and business| d o mtdotgo public suggesting
Finance- to brief me privately. And in that wh a't | 6 ve -Heeus haddlethisintah i

briefing | intended to include the Member mature fashion and let us then...

from Central Manchester and the Member (Inaudiblecomment by a Membgr

from South Manchester, given their Dr. DAVIES: And I am call
proximity... publicly calling. The Prime Minister publicly
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promised, | privately wrote rad I 6 v e Admmistnation. The doubling of poverty
privately ignored, s olevelsd uhderd thik eAdntinstratiom inwthreeh a
going on. years... Applausg ...that to me is more

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, | am going to important than any number in any of these
turn to an area which is of tremendous books, the doubling of poverty under this
importance to us on this side of the House.Administration, the doubling of it and it was
But | would urge that it should be of great not mentioned. Applausé
importance to evegone. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes.

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yed Dr. DAVIES : Not mentioned. Are we in

Dr. DAVIES: Listening to the Minister, | the same country? The doubling of poverty.
would not be surprised by the issues which he  Mr. BUCHANAN : Put a smile on the
sought to emphasize. The success ofthe IDXMi ni st er 6s f ace.

- the reality, Mr. Speaker, the JDX has been Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker at this
called a voluntary debt restructuring, but it juncture, | must speak to the fact that the
was very hard for John Brown to take on a annual public...

government . Becaustee | dvio.nGHARLES: olwtake fcarey of uthat
new investments would have got the first already.

threatening note which says, sign up or else  Dr. DAVIES: Yea, but they take
we wi || take <cert ai n cogrezameedfita | action. Tha
not what it s aywe willi t 6 gInawdiblet conamergbly Membeosn

come after you with taxation and whatever, Dr. DAVIES: You taking care of it, a
that 6s not@ndt thiek thati wise t coming to you.

counsel say take that back as quick as Mr. M AIR: Leave Pearnell alone.
possible, but the first thing suggested that you  (Cross talky

better sign up or else. The reality is, letus not  Dr. DAVIES: At this juncture | must

- after you get pst the PR, this is the first speak to the fact that the annual publication of
selective default in the history of our country, the Survey...

this is the first time we have defaulted. (Cross talks

(Applause Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Mr. Speaker,

The Minister has also trumpeted the what is happening? Will you protect the
raising of more loans debt. You know there is speaker?

this euphemism of loans, loans equatbtde (Sotto voceommentsby Member}
from the multilaterals at low interest rates and Mr. PICKERSGILL : Go back to sleep.
the buildup of the Gross International Dr. DAVIES: At this juncture, | must

Reserves as well as thMet International speak to the fact that the annual publication of
Reserves. Mr. Speaker, | was simply amazedthe Survey of Living Conditions which

that nowhere in his presentation he spokenormally provides data on poverty has not
about what to many, has been the mos been tabled. Mr. Speaker, th&s-ionce is a
significant development under the present mi stake, itdéds becoming
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Mr. D. PEART : A purpose dat. jumped frst to 12.2 per cent in 2008, and then

Dr. DAVIES: This is disappointing but to 16.5 per cent in 2009. Simply translated, it
not surprising. Mr. Speaker, let me remind meant that from a ratio of 1:10 below the
you, that it was only after | posed questions in poverty line, in two years this had deteriorated
this House to the Prime Minister, that he to 1:6 below the poverty line. But that's the
produced the document | posed those beginning.
guestions last year that he produced the A Government MEMBER: Whoa!
document for 2008 and a summarye read a Whoal

summary- of the results for 2009. Dr. DAVIES: That's the summary
Dr. DUNCAN: Shamé information which we have. In actual numbers
Dr. DAVIES: | still dono6up th 200®, wie fare tspeaking about an
actual SLC document for 2009 has bee additional 180,000 Jamaicans who were
publ i shed, al | I c a n certdigd by the SL@ asthaving failennbelow s
it. So here is a document which religiously, the poverty line.
every year, was admitted for the budget Opposition MEMBERS: Shane!
debat e, and then iitoésShamehl y a year and a h

after | asked about it that 2008 was published, Dr. DAVIES: One hundred and eighty
| think it came out in Nowmber of 2009, and thousand. What of 2010? Mr. Speaker, that's
up to now wedbve not dwoeyparstagoe A0 hdve shiol,cthem3L@ t

and 2010 is not published. publication was not tabled at the opening of
Mr. D. PEART: Dem caan publish it, the Budget Debate. And we are sincerely

dem a hide it. hoping that when the Prime Ministeomes he
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, when the data will table both 2009 and 2010.

was provided for 2008 and 2009and the The SPEAKER: The Member's time for

2009 data was in summary form beaauds speaking has expired. (3:08 p.m.)
havenot s e e-rit coafirmdwhatme n Mr. GALLIMORE : Mr. Speaker, | move
everybody knew. It indicated that the level of for the suspension of Standing Orders to allow
poverty which had dropped to 9.6% in 2007, the Member to complete his presentation.
9.6% in 2007, had jumped first to 12.2% in The SPEAKER: Membes, the motion

2008. Applause before you is for the suspension of Standing
(Microphone malfunctions) Orders to allow the Member to complete his
The SPEAKER: Your mike is nev on, presentation.

Dr. Davies. Put to the House and agreed to

Dr. DAVIES: Has the bill been paid? Or Mr. BUCHANAN : It can't table until
itds temporary r epr i eafterthe Election! Next year!

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, the data, Dr. DAVIES: Thank you very much, Mr.
when provided, confirmed what everyone Speaker.
knew. It indicated that the level of poverty, But you think the people don't know?

which had dropped to 9.6 per cent, had You think them need the SLC to tell them say
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them poor? You think they don't know. Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER : Absolutely!
Mr. BUCHANAN : | know, but them (Applause)

don't know. Mr. BUCHANAN : Hear! Hear!
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, what of Dr. DAVIES: Under every PNP

2010? As | have said before, the SLC Administration, the matter of addressing the
pulication was not tabled. What is the situation of those at the bottom of the
situation? What is the reason for this delay?economic ladder was always foremost in our
What new developments and setbacks andmind and in our actions. (Applause)
roadblocks have taken place since 2000?Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, we were accused
What is happening? What is happening? that we overdid the attempts to reverse
Mr. Speaker, the question is, what is the poverty. But no one could ever doubt that it
povery level for 2010? Again, | can do was a priority. No one could ever doubt it was
nothing other than to rely on the government'sa priority. (Applause)
estimates. Let me speak very,ery quickly to the
The PIOJ in its plan for growth, makes issue of increased PATH benefits. Whilst this
reference to poverty levels being between 18is appreciated and applauded, this cannot
and 20 per cent. This is the PIOJ. Whatever isrepresent the totality of the attack on poverty.
the new level of poverty, theimple answer is Mr. Speaker, the technical persons are
that in threeandahalf years of this there. The methodologies employed before
Administration, the number of persons living should be studiednd modified, if you wish,
below the poverty line has doubled! Has because times are changing. But the country
doubled! Has doubled! cannot accept the stance of doing nothing.
Is it not amazing that whilst the Minister That is not acceptable. (Applause)
went to great lengths to speak about every  Mr. Speaker, | don't know if you read the
possible issue under the sun, luxury car dutycomic strips. Sometimes it's the best thing in
reduced, whatever, not one sentence about théhe newspapenr the only thing. But, there is
fact that the poverty levels have doubled! a comic strip characterCHARLIE BROWN,
(Applause) And what they intend to do about who asserted that there is no problem too big

it. you can't run away from it. If we continue to
Mr. BUCHANAN : Me ask him about it, ignore this disturbing development, it would
but him nuh andame! seem to me that you have adopted the

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, the only CHARLIE BROWN approach. TheCHARLIE
thing which comes close to that deterioration, BROWN approach can't work when we dealing
is the increase in debt, but we will get back to with poverty...

that. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Noooo!
Mr. Speaker, the omission of any (Applause)
discussion of poverty is very instructive, as it Dr. DAVIES: ...just hope that it will go

demonstrates a fundamental difference, inaway.
termsof Administrations.
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Critical to taking action is making use of Opposition MEMBER : Callous!
accurate data. The ngublication of the Dr. DAVIES: Instructive. Callous, good
Survey of Living Conditionsmplies at the  word.
same time, not only our inability to have a But we go beyond just poverty, Mr.
structured discussion on the matter, but alsoSpeaker, of those at the bottom of the ladder.
raises questions as to whether the Government One of the interesting emerging
itself is thinking about these issues. Do they characteristics of poverty in even the most
talk about it at Calpiet meetings? Do they wealthy countries, ithe increasing number of
talk about it at- what you call it- Belmont  persons who are futime employed, but who
Road? They don't raise it? | know thatid fall below the poverty line. That is taking
Hope Road you couldn't have poverty moving place in Jamaica. (Applause) The working
that way and the whole Executive not onto uspoor - there are persons working 40/45/50
in that regard. (Applause) hours, sometimes more, who have difficulty

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : True! True! meeting basic oiations like putting basic

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, every single food on the table and paying their bus fare.
one of us, every single one of us in this House(Applause) In this regard, the response of the
knows that the situation reflected in the data isAdministration in terms of the working poor,
not a theoretical one. We see it in the numberhas been totally inadequate. To be more
of children not attending school regularly. We precise, the issue has been treated in the most
see it in thenumber of persons who attend superficial and condescending manner.
health facilities but cannot afford the Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Shame!

prescription. Dr. DAVIES: Consider the minimum
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes! Yes! wage- and | told the Minister that | was going
(Applause) to come back to it, and | am going to come

Dr. DAVIES: We see itin the number of back to it untii we get them to change.
persons who attend health facilities and they(Applause)
have to do a certain number of tests, arsd (Sotto voceomments)
come to you with their crumpled paper and The Minister of Labour and Social
say, M.P., what you can do about this? We Security recently announced a new minimum
see it in the number of persons, Mr. Speakerwage, which | believe takes effect this month.
who simply cannot afford food. You see it in What should be known to the Minister, and to
the number of you go into a bank and you go those who advise him, is that the minimum
into anywhere with a securityuard, and the wage was last raised two years adway,
man say, you a de real big man, how de lunch2009. However, the Minister announced an
ting look? Squeeze me something fe de lunch.increase of 10 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, these are not theoretical Miss HANNA: Ridiculous.
discussions. That this did not deserve a Dr. DAVIES: At the bare minimum,
sentence in the Minister's presentation, ispersons at the bare minimum, persons at this
instructive. level would have faced increases of over 20
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per cent over the twgear perial in the cost of lack of concern about the hundreds of
living since the last increase. But we know thousands of persons at the bottom of our
that transportation cost is a significant part of national economic ladder.

that, and last year the bus fare was raised GovernmentMEMBER : Hear! Hear!
40-0dd per cent. Dr. DAVIES: In fact, some may not even
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : T hat 6be on the ladder anymore, we bakicked
correct! them off. The issue is one about which we feel
Dr. DAVIES: So that 20 per centis ado  very, very strongly. (Applause) We have
estimate. made a case and we are dissatisfied with the

Consider this very carefully, Mr. Speaker. manner in which the issue is being handled by
By definition, we know that all those who earn the Ministry of Labour and Social Security.
the Minimum Wage have difficulty in making We have heard about &ommission
ends meet, by definition. However, the document on a liveable wage. Very vague.
Minister and the Administration, in their We asked for terms of reference, we asked for
infinite wisdom, clearly a of the view that - say, can we get some information?
them that don't have should have even less; Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Who is it?
that they who ainét gAdwherdioit?l d have | ess. V
they asked us in Parliament, Mr. Speaker, isto  Dr. DAVIES: Can we talk to this
use the full legislative authority to say to mysterious writer? We know nothing. émve
people who had faced a 20 per cent increaseherefore, Mr. Speaker and, Mr. Speaker,
minimum, in the cost of living, hold this 10 hear me and hear me good, this issue is not
per cent. In other words, if they were poor two going to go away, and the Opposition will be

years ago, hold this and be poorer. on that. (Applause)
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Be poorer! Opposition MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!
Dr. DAVIES: It is for that reason, Mr. Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, the Health

Speaker it was for that reason that we voted Sector. Mr. Speaker, th@romise to bring free
against the teen increase. And | call it token health care to the country, through the public
increase. (Applause) And don't care how thehealth institutions, was a major plank of the
PR spin, Mr. Speaker, it's an insult when JLP's platform leading up to the last election.
people have faced 20 per cent increasesNoble as this objective is and it's a policy
minimum, that you say hold this 10 per cent. which is affordable to very few countries in
We insist that at the very least the increasethe world - the simple fact is that it's not
must equal the movement in the cost of living, working. It's not working.
one. We insist that the adjustment should take Let me give the fullest credit to the
place every year. professionals employed in the public health
Opposition MEMBER : Yed sector. (Applause) The nurses who are still
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, the expecting their doubling of double - the
combination of the growth in poverty and the doubling of pg, the assistant nurses, the
reluctance to respond in some way which doctors, the medical technicians. However,
could be termed effective, reflects a callous regardless of their skills and dedication,
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without the tools, pharmaceuticals, equipment, Dr. DAVIES: é. i n order t o
basic supplies, they cannot deliver healthcarerevenues in the face of the sector being
at the appropriate level. Any Member of underfunded.

Parliamrent here, would have received (Applause)

countless accounts from his or her constituents  How dae them!

about being seen by health professionals but Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: How dae

not being able to have the appropriate testthem.

carried out, or being able to purchase required  Dr. DAVIES: How could they?

drugs which are not available at the Hieal Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : How could
centes and hospitals. they?

There is somebodyand | won't mention Dr. DAVIES: Rai ded t he
where she used to work, a government worker  Opposition MEMBER: Raid!
- and she had radical breast surgery, and she Dr. DAVIES: ér ai d and i s n

was supposed to do si) treatments, and raid. Raided the NHF.
they said because of the limited facilities, she ~ Mr. BUCHANAN: What got into them?
can ge three, but she must find the money for Mr. PICKERSGILL: Piracy.
the other three. Dr. DAVIES: But if that were not serious
Now, what is that? So what is that? Of enough indictment, look at the results and |
course, her way of finding it is to check me.  urge all Members to look at it. The Auditor
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: That sound so, General has carried out a critical review of the
sd pharmaceutical situation; | want all Members
Dr. DAVIES: So, Mr. Speaker, persons to review it.
would know- every single one ofis in here, Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Yes.
every single one of us in here, every single Dr.DAVIES: | s not a joke
one of us in here knows. very damming. It raises serious questions
Mr. Speaker the situation has not only which must be answered. Nowhere in the
been brought to our attention by complaintsMi ni st er 6 s presentati
and pleas of our constituents, but the factsreference to any special allocation to clear the
which have been present to the country inindebtedness of the HCL and the indebtedness
terms of the indebtedness of the Ministry of to suppliers b  equipment and
Health and the indebtedness of the Healthpharmaceuticals. The level of this
Corporation of Jamaica. Mr. Speaker, againstindebtedness is not quite cleall we know it
that background we remain amazed andbig, and has been reported by the Minister and
outraged that the Admalsobystherdficialson a year ago
(Sotto voceomment by Mr. Pickersgill) Question: How much, Mr. Minister of
Dr. DAVIES: écoul d have r ai deknantehh®w much in the present
NHF, the National Heal t h Fhudgeti€there to clear the
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Yes. arrears?
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Question Even if the arrears are cleared mek zero- and yuh go out deh and mek zero
are the allocations for the new and yuh sey but you mek it too. You have to
fiscal year adequate to prevent a prove-
recurrence of further (Inaudible commeny Mr. Va2
i ndebtedness? Th a tDd BAVIESwy blo yuh maibig Ibag yet.
barrel questions. Mr. VAZ: Me no big bat?

How much Miniger, have you got to clear Dr. DAVIES: You 0r e on antral al

the arrears? And when you done with thatand we donot know i f

now, have you got additional amounts to again.
prevent you getting back into the same (Applause)
problem? Those are the questions. And work  (Cross talk)
with us; we can help bring the pressure so they  Dr. DAVIES: Yes, big bat run. Is him
can respond to usVork with us. mek the brucks. But anyhow theglbat ducks
(Applause) on his way out, you know, so yuh betta look
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Work wid us. yuh place anyway.
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, none of (Laughter)
these issues have addressed, and even as we Mr. Speaker, the Administration must
speak the situation becomes more desperatavake up and accept the reality of the situation.
Tour any hospital and one can witness Let me say something. The Minister of Health

Y

\

t

deterioration in everywhere. Doorand i s personabl e anaenedhar
windows hanging loosely from their hinges. consider to be a friend. However, Minister,
Broken equipment thrown all over in charm and affability
corridorsé. problem of the deteriorating health sector,
(Inaudible commeniy Mr. Va2 even as those who have no options are
Dr.DAVIES: ¢ and not t o mdmnoted.on é
(Inaudible commeriy Mr. Va2 Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: That 6s i
Dr.DAVIES: éas | have r ai skdDAVIES: dheergality demands that
(Inaudible commeriy Mr. Vaz) the Administration honestly examine whether
Dr. DAVIES: ét he chr oni c the mah teuted feee lyealth policy is working.
of drugs and other basic supplies. If it is indeed the priority which the
Mr. SHAW: You neva notice that? government says it is, then additional
Mr. BUCHANAN : You see because you allocations will have to be made to the
go a hospital a America, you no know that. Ministry of Health.
Opposition MEMBER: Y o u wo ul d iiApglause)
notice that. So again | sayo the Minister, Minister
Mr . BUCHANAN: A Miami hospital you  work with us. This transcends party politics.
go. We talking about health, health. Work with us,
A MEMBER: Oh, Lord. work with us.
Dr. DAVIES: My yute, you come like a (Sotto vocecomment comments by Dr.

young batsman just gpick and the big bat Phillips)
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Dr. DAVIES: Well, ask him to work with  to make signitant game changing decisions.

Ruddy. Madam Speaker, welcome.
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Work wid we. Opposition MEMBER: Yes.
Dr. PHILLIPS: Ask him to work with (Laughter/Applause)
we. Dr. DAVIES: Listen to this now. Top of

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker that was a the list was negotiating an IMF agreement
brief summary of the social reality check. We with the most bearable terms possible given
could have spent more time, but | promisedthe weak hand we held.
the Minister of Fi nancMrs. NETAtHEADLEW o @Qhl m™yn oht g
longer than four hours. my.

| listened veryi nt ent |l y t o t h DWMVIESI Madam Speaker, Madam
presentation on the state of the economy. ISpeaker, we have to tear thiswe have to
found the presentation interesting from the mash down this lie.
beginning, as the Minister, page one, (Applause by Opposition Members)
paragraph three, started with a complete We 6r e going to mash c

misrepresentation of recent economic history. (Applause by Opposition Members)
GovernmentMEM BER: You deny it? You know, Madam Speakel determined
Dr. DAVIES: Recent. Paragraph for a period give the Administration a chance.
(Inaudible comment by Government Let them put forward, listen to me and tek the

Membel) notes because you going have to find out how

Dr. DAVIES: Let me quote him; and it to explain it to the people in West Portland.
donot matter wh et h e r Theyveatchinggyeut t he cheap
version or the one with pretty picture. The One, | challenge the Minister tofuee the
colours are good. We could do without the followingd you write this down. (1) The JLP

person, but the Administration inherited an economy which
Dr. DUNCAN: No value added. had recorded ning9) consecutive years of
Dr. DAVIES: No . But | et 6 s growdahk Nine(P)aansecutive years of growth.
paragraph three. (Applause by Opposition Members)
Dr. DUNCAN: Yes. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Nine, niné
Dr. DAVIES: | dondét want an y(Applauge by QGppositmryMeinbers)
misquoted the Minister. Mr. D. PEART: Nine, niné
Dr. DUNCAN': History lesson now. (Applause by Opposition Members)
(The Speaker leaves the &hi Deputy Dr. DAVIES: Nine (9) consecutive years.
SpeakeMrs. Dalrymple Philibert presides) And this is an economy on the border of
Dr. DAVIES: He said we inherited a collapse ning(9) consecuti ve ye:
company on the border of collapse. going to give yougvehe
Opposition MEMBER: Lie! you the table. In fact, Madam Speaker, in that

Dr. DAVIES: No, no, is all right. There is last year before they took over, the economy
more. The only option for survival was for us grew by three per cent.
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Mrs. NEITAHEADLEY: That 6 s c¢ o r(Applause.by Opposition Members)

(Applause by Opposition Members) Povety levels were 9.6 per cent, 9.6

Dr. DAVIES: By three per cent. percent

(Applause) (Applause by Opposition Members)

When this Adminigration took over this Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: That 6 s ¢ o
economy on the border of collapse, the NIR Dr. DAVIES: Not 12.2, not 16.5, not 20,
stood at $2.48illion, $2.4Billion. 9.6 percent.

(Applause by Opposition Members) (Applause by Opposition Members)

| hear the Minister boasting about the And unemployment was below 10 per
dollar stable at $85 to $1, when they took overcent.

the Jamaican dollar was stable$72 to $1. Mr. BUCHANAN: That 6s i t.
(Inaudible commeny Mr. Witter) Dr. DAVIES: And unemployment was
Dr. BARTLETT: Coming from where? below 10 per cent.

(Cross talk) (Applause by Opposition Members)
Dr. DAVIES: You know | like you, but Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Management.

this not countryman business, this serious (Applause by Opposition Members)
business. You know | like you. Yes, yes, this Dr. DAVIES: Listen, this is the economy
is serious business. on the border of collapse. So if we were on the
(Laughte) border of collapse, what has happened? We
Yes, yes, talk to me later | will explain have collapsed totally now. We have collapsed
how it go. Talk to me later and we talk about totally now.

it. (Laughter/Applause by Opposition
(Cross talk) Members)
Cren, Cren, nao | di dndét make Buhthoseoafefjustrthe humbers, but those
you,CrenCr en. You can6t b arejbosethepnenbers. Listen to this statement.
(Laughter) The Minister goes oiio say the only option

You candét be hel ped for divival was toa mafgeo sigdificagnu game
Dr. DUNCAN: Downstairs we can talk. changing decisions.

A MEMBER: We 06 | | go down s tMriDr PEART: Ignorancé

Dr. DAVIES: Inflation during 2006, Dr. DAVIES: No, no listen to this these
Madam Speaker, was 5.8 per cent. are very serious, top of the list was negotiating

(Applause by Opposition Members) an IMF agreement with the most bearable

This is the economy on the border of terms possile given the weak hand we held.
collapse. Domestic interest rates had beenMadam Speaker, | do not believe that the
credibly rediced to 11 per cent, not Minister would have proof read that because
manipulated, credibly reduced to 11 per cent. he knows- he knows in mieR009, the Prime

(Applause by Opposition Members) Minister, himself, in this House asserted that

The country was experiencing the Administration was not seeking to engage
unprecedented levels of foreign direct thelMF.
investment. Andhatgwine come back to. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: That 6s r i
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Dr. DAVIES: It was neither appropriate that for years part of the campaign of the
nor necessary, and then he said top of the listAdministration, while in Opposition, was to

he had to engage the IMF. mock the rate of growth attained over the
(Applause by Opposition Members) eighteen years of the PNP Administration. The
(Sotto voceommenty a Member country must be saying bring back the good
Dr. DAVIES: No , I deondt agddays.
Mr. PICKERSGILL: Quote what he Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: Yes, ye$

said. (Applause)
Dr. DAVIES: Ehh? Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Yes, yes$
Mr. PICKERSGILL: Quote what he (Applause)

said. Dr. DAVIES: Let us examine the facts.
Dr. DAVIES: No , | 6m goi ng Leaus@ause ahdirefiect oh the utterances on

going above him. the Minister of Finance, and indeed the Prime
(Sotto voceommentby Mr. Pickersgil) Minister during the early heady days ofeth
Dr. DAVIES: No, no, | going above him. Administration. Even whilst everyone else in
Dr. PHILLIPS: Goto the top. the world was speaking about the global crisis
Dr. DAVIES: Yes, | going to top. and seeking to identify ways of battening
Dr. VAZ: You going in for the big bat. down. We were reassured that this crisis

Dr. DAVIES: Yes, why- somebody help would have no negative impact on Jamaica. In
me now. Come help me now, why would the facti
Minister open his presentation with assertions  (Cross talk)

which are so untrue. Why? In fact, the Minister of Finance infull
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Why? flight says that we Wwo
Dr. DAVIES: Why? Why? Was he badly Mr. PICKERSGILL : Yes.
advised? (Cross talk)
Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER: He <coul drmMatDAVIES: égr asp the opr
recall. andboomin this thing.

Dr. DAVIES: Or has he come to believe (Laughter)
the propaganda and half truths recited on  Dr. DAVIES: What, Madam Speaker?

platform? What?
(Inaudible comment by Opposition Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: What?
Membej) Dr. DAVIES: Who? What could have

Dr. DAVIES: Why would he do that? influenced- informed such utterances? Was it
Why would you the third paragraph of your bad technical advice?

speech saysomething, which is so easily (Sotto voceommentdy Mr. Pickersgil)

refuted, but so clearly, clearly wrong? Why? Dr. DAVIES: Or was it that the
A MEMBER: Propaganda Administration was so far removed from
Mr. D. PEART: Lie, lie! reality? Was it that there were too many

Dr. DAVIES: Although | enjoying myself changesin technical advisors? None could
|l et 6s not warg.rletys.justkeeatl 6sve mdvised that.
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Dr. DUNCAN: Onethird. would we be after three years of negative

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Onethird. growth? Madam Speaker, we were not

Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, for many satisfied with our performance, call it
years, for many anaemic, calit low, we were not, but in

(Inaudible commeny Mr. D. Peant retrospect it look like these people weren't

(Laughter/Cross talk) even trying.

Dr. DAVIES: For many yearsMadam Madam Speaker, we sought to do things,

Speaker, for many years the Oppositionwe sought to do things. And | want+all of
spokesperson, now the Minister lamented theus need to learn in terms of how we can

low and anaemic growth rates being recordedapproach this growth issue. And it's
in Jamaica. This became a major aspect of thesomething | would like removed from just the
campaign leading to the 2007 election. noise where we could have a discussion. The
Dr. DUNCAN: You want the booming tourism occasioned by what they
PowePoint? called the Spanish invasion, the Spanish
Dr. DAVIES: Yes, we need PowerPoint. invasion.
I 6 m g oicamg, came youth. (Sighimg Mr. D. PEART: Enough hotels we build
to the orderly) We need to give them. give them.
Mr. D. PEART: Yes, send it go give Dr. DAVIES: Yes, | am coming to that.
them, send it go give them It did not occur by chance. It was part of a

Dr. DAVIES: This is you. This is you deliberate plan to diversify ownership and
di ving. Y o u 6 The coltagsé has rexpand | capadity. (Applause) My young
taken place. advisor says say it again. It was a deliberate

(Laughter) plan to diversify, and let anyone who has ears

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Diver, Diver. to hea hear it, to diversify ownership and

Dr. DAVIES: Diver diving off the cliff. expand capacity. It wasn't just about
Yes, | can give him. | even brought a copy for expanding capacity. It's about diversifying

you. ownership. And | see my friend and colleague
A MEMBER: Yes, man. here with
Dr. DAVIES: Give him that. (Signiéng (Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Vaz)

to the Orderly). Dr. DAVIES: No, | have a colleague in

Madam Speaker, for the 1fear period this, you know. Me and you can stand and
the economy recorded three years of negativeight together. Him know how the power go.
growth. | didn't know him could catch up so Is a good youth.
quick. Inthree years he has done that. He has (Referring to Mr. Gallimore)
recorded three years of negative growth in Mr. D. PEART: Good youth what ?

three years. Dr. DAVIES: Him make a speech and
(Sotto voceemarks by MrD. Peart) him never know how the real power run, bap,
Dr. BARTLETT: Every year bap, him seh come yout

Dr. DAVIES: So, Madam Speaker, this Mr. BUCHANAN: See dem move him.
economy on the verge of collapse, where (Mr. Holness returns to his seat)
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Dr. DAVIES: But is a good youth, you You could say you are above this line.

can try with him. (Holding up document) You would be above
(Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Pickersgill) that line.
Dr. DAVIES: Bap, bap! Don't withdraw Madam Speaker, one of the important

any of them thing. Don't tek back no chat, issues, we live in a world where, as they say in
youth! Stand up firm{Applause) Don't take  my constituency, "everything is everything" so
back yuh chat. you expect that you are going to get booms
Mr. BUCHANAN: Wuk with it! from the international economy. You are
Dr. DAVIES: Don 6t t ek b acdoingyto et lichs.a We got them too, you
hope | don't set you up for nutteiReferring  know. We got them and so some logse bad
to Mr. Gallimore) years reflect licks, some of the licks of that
Opposition MEMBER: Cabinet Minister.  global crisis. So don't let this excuse 'bout this
Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, the is the greatest recession in the history of
investments in highway construction, water recession. That is not an excuse. That is
and sewage, the Montego Bay Conventionsomething you say in spite of this, this is what

Centre, all these we are going o do. (Appl aus
Mr. D. PEART: Falmouth! as far as predict that we are going to boom as
Dr. DAVIES: The Falmouth cruise. | the Minister says, but you have to take action

don't even get an invitatidin come even look in order to counter these effect@pplause)
on the place. Butis love still, is love still. We Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Action!
don't worry Obout t he Dy DAVIES: Wmadam Spedkert lowasvo r
about the works. fascinated byhe fact that the strongest phrase
Madam Speaker, we weren't satisfied andused by the Minister about growth. And it is
it a question which the Prime Minister has an interesting phrase. The rate of negative
posed in one of his more sober nemts, in growth has started to decline.
one of his more sober moments. He posed the (Sotto voceemarks/Laughter)
guestion, investment in infrastructure, how Dr. DAVIES: And you know is a man
long before the pay back? And it's somethingwho is good on the platfm. | would like to
we have to look at. It seems that sometimeshear him go to Christiana and say to them the
we are somewhat impatient and the fact thatrate of negative growth has started to decline.
you don't get the ressgltas quickly as you Dem say weh yuh a seh? Why the price
would expect, is not a reason to stop. But wed o e s n & tdeckne?a That's what they are
knew what we were doing in terms of going to ask you. The rate of negative growth
investment. And in 2006 we had growth of has stded to decline. That phrasing was
three per cent and that was built on the back ofdeliberate. Because at present, using baseball
the expansion . Yes, you have that. And | saidterms, the Minister is batting zero. There is no
to myself, oh,and this was anaemic. And | way he would be in the lineup.
said, oh, wouldn't it be good even to have zero  In 2008, the first year of the JLP
point three now. Yes, we could celebrate. Administration, there is negative growth of
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0.9. h 2009 we recorded negative growth of

3% and in 2010 it was 1.2%. You know what could get worse.

that means, Madam Speaker? The gréwth

(Sotto voceemarksby Member}

Dr. DAVIES: That's your consolation. |
want you to go and tell your constituehts

Dr.DUNCAN: I am going to

Dr. DAVIES: yes, say that. The rate of
negative growté .

Dr. DUNCAN: The rate of negative
growth has started to decline.

Dr. DAVIES: So there is hope. There is
hope. (Laughter)So, Madam Speaker, over
the three yea#s .

(Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Gallimore)

Dr. DAVIES: ¢é over the three yeags.

Dr. DAVIES: But it is still working. It

It could get worse. This is
for an administratiorwhich trumpeted there
would be jobs, jobs, jobs based on significant
economic growth.

Opposition MEMBER: Who seh sb

g Dr. DAVIES: sTheyo@ly way to assess the
Minister's presentation in terms of his
economic positives against his reality is that
somebog is dreaming. His name is not
Arlene but is dream him a dream.

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Wake up!

Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, let's come
to the deficit. The Minister in his presentation
trumpets that not only has the Administration
met the target for the deficit of Central

Remember | was backing you eh nuh, mine 1Government but they have actually over

remove my backingé so over the three years

performed during the fiscal year. One may

of the JLP Administration the economy has accept this achievement at face value but what

contracted by over 5%, contracted.

Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: Shame!

Mr. BUCHANAN: Is that anything to
boast about?

Dr. DAVIES: Put another way, put

is the reality. The reality is that the
Government has accumulated unprecedented
arrears beyond 90 daysdathere is no central
point which is monitoring these arrears
perhaps because they have no intention of

another way, and you can go to Christiana andclearing them as a priority.

tell them the national economic cake has been

reduced by 5% under this Administratiam
just over thee years.
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Shamel!

Dr. PHILLIPS: But the decline is
equally felt.
Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, today

even as we spedksome are booming. Even

as we speak, Madam Speaker, hear me and

hear me good, even as we speak, tlumeay
is close to the size it was in 2003, in 2003.
Mr. BUNTING: Three years. It takes us
18 years.
reversed us.

In only three years they havehave

| have obtained, Madam Speaker, from the
Ministry of Finance data on the amounts owed
for refund of tax on interest takeat source,
pension fundset cetera and some pensioners
get back that money. It's pulled at source and
then you get that money. But the Ministry of
Finance is now holding $15Hillion of these
people's money, $15Hillion.

(Sotto voce remarks lg Opposition
Members)

Dr. DAVIES: These arrears cannot
remain where they are but reducing them will
implications for the net revenue
projections.
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Dr. DUNCAN: It's a klepto state. workers? There has been a dodecision.

Dr. DAVIES: That's a new phrase? They There is no question that this is owed. How
have to reducé#. It cannot be considered. do you treat that? If, for example, there is no

Mr. PICKERSGILL: Hypocrisy. question that these funds are owed, these

Dr. DAVIES: Can the Minister indicate amounts are owed, why is this not considered
whether there is a target in this fiscal year for a part of the debt stock? You can't just have it
reduction of the arrears? If so, can it be hanging. 1 can't be that the Government can
publicly announced such that pensioners andsimply have significant obligations and just
institutions wil have some reason for hope leave it out there in space. Perhaps the
that the government will meet its obligations Minister, at some stage, will explain to us how
on a more timely basigApplause) the ministry deals with this amount

Mr. VAZ: You never had any arrears? technically. Is it just a number or is it

Dr. DAVIES: | have the numbers. | can somewhee unchecked? How is this dealt
give you them. They have never been thatwith? Why is it not part of the debt?

high. Now, Madam Speaker, let's look at the
Mr. D. PEART: The Minister of increase in debt. And I tell you a coming in
Information doesn't know. hot, hot today. Yes, it has been a long time.
Mr. VAZ: | need it for information. (Applause) One of the major puzzles about

Dr. DAVIES: You have it? You need it this three and a half years of this
for information. Anything else you need help Administration relates to the phenomenal

with just call me, you know that. increase in the debt stock. In September 2007
Mr. D. PEART: Audley don't give you - and this is a number which was provided to
those figires? me by the Minister's office the debt stock at

Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, we are the end of September it stood at $%BiBion,
just talking about the tax taken at source on2007, September 30, 2007. Well they tell
interest. There is the big issue about theme. | just take it. What is $2Billion
amount owed to the public sector workers. my betweeg
colleague, young colleague, beautiful (Sotto voceemarkshy some Membejs
colleague will be speaking tomorraamd so Dr. DAVIES: Yes, data provided me by
we won't go much into that . However, I t he Mi ni sterds office
simply ask, what is the size of these arrears2011 the debt stock Hagrown to $1,572
owed to the public sector workers? Billion.

Madam Speaker, in discussions with the Mr. PICKERSGILL: What!

Opposition has held with the IMF team and Dr. DAVIES: Hear me, | am just
this continues, it's a tradition. When were  quoting. | have the figures sent to me by the
in office we sent them to mesatith the then Mini sterbés office some
Opposition Spokesman on Finance and they  Miss HANNA: By 40%.

have reciprocatedthe samething happens Dr. DAVIES: No, no, nd You need to
with us We asked the team, how do you treatgo to Four Paths Primary. In simple terms, in
the unpaid amounts owed to the public sector exactly three and a half years under this
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Administration the national debt has grown by the chaos which characterized fiscal

62%. management during the firsvé years of the
Opposition MEMBERS: No, no, nd administration.
Dr. DAVIES: At the same time, the Mr. BUCHANAN: Him was referring to

economy has contracted. So on the one han&haw.
the bt stock is going up so and the other Dr. DAVIES: (Laughter) The

hand theeconomy is going dung so. How are administration came into office.... Madam

we going to bring back this relationship? Speaker, the administration came into office
Miss HANNA: JDIP money. with certain political announcements.
Dr. DAVIES: When we left office the Miss HANNA: Political, political!

debt to GDP ratio was 105%. The Minister Dr. DAVIES: . . . 6pul i tical 6

proudly announced it529%. Danny Buck, (Laughter) and sought to build
(Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Gallimore) the Budgets of 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 on
Dr. DAVIES: That's the only word they the basis of these political commitments, in

teach you. spite of the reality which was staring
Mr. GALLIMORE: No, | am asking everybody else, everybody else in fhee.

you. MissHANNA: That 6s right.
Dr. DAVIES: Okay, | will come back to Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speaker, A not

you. into this Al told you
But the critical question, what the people told them so!

want to know- and we a here to tell you (Applause/Laughter by Opposition

what the people want to know. What was this Members)

debt used for? Where are the improvements in | said, this budget cannot be funded, these
the hospitals? Where is the increased spendingubbles, as you can recall.

in education? Where are the improvements in  Dr. DUNCAN: | can recall.

physical infrastructure? What was the money  Dr. DAVIES: You can recall. Thank you.

used for? | told them so, and | said the budget cannot be

(Applause by Opposition Members) funded.

I have spent some time seeking to What that led to, Madam Speaker, is that
understand what happened, and | hawveell they proceeded to borrow monewnd catch
nothing happened but | can explain the this-high cost money. You check the money,
growth. you check the money borrowed during those

A MEMBER: You what? early periods in the attempt to fulfil these

Dr. DAVIES: | can explain the growth political objectives. Therein was the problem,
in the debt. you were borrowing money upon money and

Opposition MEMBERS: Oh! persons were able those with cash could

Dr. DAVIES: The only real answer lies in demand whatever interest rate. Ridgtgter?
the unrealism, and | should add more than a  (Laughter by both sides)
little chaos. As the dread said to me, there isSo debt piled up on debt. Admittedly, there
too much O6s h a o s 0 have bednaatiegpts te rcyrb this, Bunh these .
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attempts simply amount.... My granny used to The Fed is doing that to assist the American
tell me that people who take unnecessary riskeconomy. The European Central Bank has
and then try to correct that, is like yéut a k édone that, everybody is doing that, so the
poi son and see i f beasorz, yhe reasoh you have rhad these low
(Laughter by Oppaosition Members) interest rates, it has nothing to do with here. It
This is exactly what was happening. has nothing to do with the Minister
These steps were unnecessary and sadvocating. The same countries have
following that, you had the JDX, which is the committed additional resources to the
bizzy, to seek to correct the poison of the multilaterals. Not because dem love we, but
madness irfiscal policy which was pursued they say that unless they can give us some
for those two years. stimulus so we can repay them or buy some
(Applause by Opposition Members) commodities, that is their enlightened self
Was it that the administration was badly interest. (Applause) So this low interest that
advised by the technicians, or were thethe Minister is talking about because of
changes too rapid in terms of technical actions....
support? What could have led to tabling these ~ Mr. BUCHANAN: Teach dem teacher.
budgets which could not be funded by revenue  Dr. DAVIES: So when you ask me about
flows, leading to more borrowing? the recession, the recession has had benefits
In that regard, the JDX which the Minister for us in terms of the low interest rates.
-you say don éjputsoravgrd as r u niiadam sSpeaker, all in all, what we are
a major success was none other than a defaukaced with is a smaller economy, a
by the Government of Jamaica on obliga  significanty larger debt, an onerous debt
solemnly given to repay money borrowed at servicing prospect, greater levels of poverty,
an agreed time and at an agreed interest rate. greater unemployment.
Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: That 6s r i Mddam Speaker, even as the Minister
Mr. BUCHANAN:  Dat is not mthing speaks about the success of the JDX, let the
new! following be fully recognized. The JDX only
Dr. DAVIES: At the same time, the speaks to interest ratet does not affect the
Minister continues his boast of being able to principal amount. This period represented
borrow at low interest rates. Borrowing is and the Minister knows it a breathing space,

debt . The principal ihrapsesented albreathing gpace. dBy nowtthe d

matter what the interest rate, the principal haseconomy should be starting to crank up, such

to be repaid! that revenues would crank such we can repay
(Applause) the delb. That One Thousand, Five Hundred

The stark reality is that interest rates and Seventywo Billion Dollars of debt will
worldwide - and Madam Speaker, hear me. have to be repaid.
The nterest rates worldwide had levels not Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: That 6s
seen in sixty (60) years because of the That 6s it .
extraordinary measures taken in the major  Dr. DAVIES: Unless. Madam Speaker,
economies to counter the global recession.  hear me and hear me good.
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There is an issue which | have heard contributory basis and hence payments come
increasingy bandied about, and | say it very, directly from the Consolidated Fdrthrough
very calmly and very soberly and with all t he Accountant Gener al

good intentions to the Minister. Let us not | requested of the Minister, and | received
even contemplate taking any such stepm the information, demonstrating the growth in
referring to the possibility of JDX 2. these pension payments over the past few

The Minister, during the Standing Finance years. The total pension payments now make
Commitiee, gave us the assurance that thethis expenditure bigger than seakeministries.
administration had no such intention. Pension payments are now larger than several
Minister, I take...y ou canoét c o n tmmistiies.t he t al k of
everybody who is near you and all that, but | A MEMBER: What?

want you to realize that there are persons.... Dr. DAVIES: | t 6 s goi mBifiont o |
Mr. SHAW: Be careful! this year. This rate of growth is not
Dr. DAVIES: ... there are persons sustainable.
closely aligned to the administration who are Madam Speaker, there is no major
speaking loosely about JDX 2. difference  of opinion between the
Mr. SHAW: And what you do? Administration and the Opposition on the need
Dr.DAVIES: | am tel |l i ng feroadicalhititiative) shictoisithe introduction
there! | want you, | want you, | want you to of a ContributoryPensionScheme for all new
say, this is not so! public sector employees. (Applause)
(Sotto voce comments by Opposition [ frankly donot bel i
members) be possible to attract anybody withe present
Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: Youmustbe arr angement into a new
careful. itds possible. (Appl au

Mr. BUCHANAN: You must be careful!  of opinion there. However, we are somewhat

Dr. DAVIES: Whatever the PR puzzled at the slow pace at which these
Treatment, the JDX was a default, and therechanges are taking place. We need to act and
are few persons going around, there are fewact now!

persons who boast about thH#igency of a lhavere ent |l y seen a paj
defaul t . A defaul't knsw ifahe Wiaidten hat deen it, prbdededby
over. the PSOJ which draws attention to this

Madam Speaker, we have worked too hardimpending crisis unless remedial steps are
to establish Jamaicadsakemedimmedadrsn tahiengss Th
idly by and allow it to be destroyed. So we finding from their analysis is that the

wonot . (Appl ause) Governmentis not even in a position to
Madam Speaker, for several yearhave  predict the total pension bill in the medium
spoken about the impending crisis in thet er m. Why ? Because v

public sector as it relates to pension paymentsare no data available as to the number of
It should be recognized that the pension forpersons retiring over the medium term, nor
most public sector workers is on a non what the obligations will be.
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And | am not trying teembarrass him, but the Staneby Facility, is that we gather all the
when we asked the Minister during Standing facts and put them on the table for thexin
Finance Committee for the Supplementary, heround of negotiations.
said the money was going to be $2ilion, (Applause by Opposition Members)
but when the budget came out it was $21  There has to be a national reality check
Bi Il I i on. l'tds not h iidentifying arkas of deficiericye There thdsho i
they retalKrnyowonand t hbe sane ondietion thdat sdmévehere in the
something we have to look at. upper echelons of Government, there is

| repeat, Madam Speaker, this is a time concern about the issue®wave raised. We
bomb and there needs to be action taken, notirge, Minister, that you put all these facts on
tomorrow, not anytime in the future but the table to the IMF, to the World Bank, to all
immediately. the major external agencies. In negotiating

(Applause by Opposition Members) any new extension to the Stabyg Agreement,

In summary, Madam Sp&er, on listening it must be on the basis of reality, not PR.
to the Ministerds pr ondusnNEEAEBADLEY:n dlolone cou
have believed that the problems which | have  Dr. DAVIES: ...not hype....
identified exist. Is it that he believes that they Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: No!
would go away if not mentioned, tI@HARLIE Dr. DAVIES: Rescuing the country from
BROWN principle? Or is there a secret plan? the present socieconomic quagmire demands
Are there persons working in a secret room to nothing less.
deal with them but they are not directed to (Thunderous applause by Opposition
reveal the answers to us? Members)

In concluding this brief reality check, it Dr. DAVIES: Madam Speagdter ,
has struck me that it is fascinating that whento the issue of transparency and accountability.
the Minister speaks of passing the various IMF Mr.D. PEART: Dem doadat hav
testsin each quarter, there is no mention of the Dr. DAVIES: | welcome and support the
failure in terms of the critical indicators which actions taken to bring all state expenditure
| have identified. Will the proposed extension under increased scrutiny. And in that regard, |
of the Agreement be used as a cover to revampvelcome the publications on thé&ublic
the programme? Is it that there is no concernBodies.
about growing povertjevels? Is it that there (Applause)
is concern about those at the bottom of the  The Minister in his presentation made
economic ladder? Is it that thereisnoconcernr e f er ence t o fda higher
about the Gover nment 6ad anrpagd R5Saf his script frans which loee b
being undermined? Is it that there is noread coppudy -t hat 6 s t he phr ac
concern at the rate of increase in the nationalhe worked copusly. An interesting term,
debt? Is it that the IMF is not concerned about(Laughe r ) ités an intere:
these matters and so we are not? No, he said heread dop u s | vy . That

My proposal, even as the Minister said. He makes reference to fiscal
i ndicates Cabinet ds amapagemerdStrategyfNo. &b nwhiehxdeneamds,i o
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fitransparency i n t hrepreents rperldapsc the mast coreessionary
dissemination of documents concerning thebilateral agreement in our history.
budget,itsee cut i on and accouimta nfigegear pdriodt damkica has
those comments very seriously, and to thatbenefited from a loan of $1.2Billion, and
end, I 611 be exami ni thigloarsobGme thoosind Two &lundoed bnid i ¢
entities which have traditionally not received Fifty Million, US dollars this loan is for 25
the same level of analysis and scrutiny asyears at 1%riterest. (Applause) One peent,
Central Government itself. not three pecent, that is as close to a grant as
As Chairman of th&®AC, | believe | speak you will ever get.
on behalf of all Members who have been Madam Speaker, it had been desirable if
concerned about the extent to which, eventhese comments had been made officially by
when rules exist, when they are flaunted orthe Minister on the celebration of tHefth
simply ignored, very little is done to address Anniversary of Predient Chavez launching
these actions. In fact, it is not something | canthat Fund. The Minister could have added that
blame theMinister, sometimes there is no there are absolutely no strings attached, no
little which can be done because the wholeconditionalities to the receipt of these funds.
process- the whole process is so tedious and (Applause)Furthermore, the facility is unique

the Charlie Brown principle applies again. and many peopl e dond
When we present our Report to importanceand power of this facility. There is
Parliament, we will be making a double benefit. Not only do we benefit from

recommendations in that regar@he Minister  the immediate alleviation of our balance of
of State, the Member from West Rural St. payments problem. We only pay 60% upfront.
Andrew is very strong about the need for us toBut also the Fund, unlike any other debt
put in place actual penalties. incurred, is fully backed by the resoascto
Madam Speaker, | would like to say that repay it. In other words, because we get the
chairing the PAC has been one of my moreoil to the consumers we have the cash...To
pleasurable experiences. Even somesques  care?
arenot her e as of t en Miss HANKAe yWe sldomld d hee
(Laughter) The distance from St. Mary is (Inaudible)
probably too great. (Laughter) Butand from Dr. DAVIES: And so the Fund had the
South Trelawny. (Laughter) resources invested or loaned to Government,
Madam Speaker, | am serious, you know. the GOJ. This is a rearkable agreement.
There has never been an issue, there has nevémnd the Opposition once again wishes to place
been andsue on which we have had division on record appreciation for what Venezuela has
based on, we have dealt with it. But before | done in this regard.(Applause)Not just for
discuss the specific institution in detail, | Jamaica, but for the Caribbeawhilst we
cannot resi st a commemp@r ecn at be avidni smed rcbog
exposition on the PetroCaribe funds. comments, thereiitremains...
(Applause) He identified that disagreement (Inaudible comments by Dr. Phillips)
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PJ...there still remains the memory of the Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : | recall.
totally inappropriate and disparaging comment
made about the Fund by the present PM whilst JSIF
he was Leader of OppositiofApplause) Dr. DAVIES: ..who spoke of projects
Opposition MEMBERS: Shane! which were ready but for which JSIF had
Shame! indicated they did not have funds.
(The Speaker returned the Chair) Subsequently, in the Standing Finance
We believe that a formal apology would be Committee for the Estimates just tabled for
appropriate... Fiscal Year 2011/2012, the Prime Minister

Mr. BUCHANAN: That 6 s r i g hhimself said that the cuts last year were due to
Dr. DAVIES: ..now that we have all an attempt to meet the

discovered the benefits of this Fund. our objective here to straighten out whose
Opposition MEMBERS: Hear, hedr explanation is right. All we ask is that JSIF be
(Applause) provided with the appropriate resources which
An Opposition MEMBER: He should have been proposed darapproved for Fiscal
have done it at that time. Year 2011/2012. (Applause) Madam...Mr.
Speaker, oh, should have recognized that
PUBLIC BODIES unfortunate change.
Dr. DAVIES: | now turn to a brief Mr . Speaker, t hereo

examinati on of t he Pta sl andcboadlimg dhiatetlee deéicii thrget hiad |
make some comments within the context of abeen surpassed, when a programme which
review of the programmes listed. every Member of Parliament, every single

| start with JSF. The work of JSIF, as | Member of Parliament regards as a priority, is
said before, is recognized by all Members of underfunded. Something is wrong, and that
Parliament, but we have some concerns aboutvhat is wrong must be corrected.
the reduction in support last year. There is  Opposition MEMBERS: Yes, ye$
need forclarity in terms of the explanation
provided by the Administration. JUTC

For last Fisal Year the approved Dr. DAVIES: Let me turn to the JUTC.
Estimates called for an expenditure of $2.4In reviewng the commentaries in the
Billion under Capital B for JSIF projects. This publ i cati on on Public
amount was cut by $400 Million, although wonder whet her thereods

more than half of the projected expenditure consistency in projections. | see.this
was supported by grants. When the Ministerdocument. | just urge everybody to look at it
of Finance wa asked during Standing Financeand go t hrough i t. L

Committee for the Supplementary Estimatesspecificdly. Last year it was projected that
the reason for the cuts, he indicated that thisrevenues would double to $3.8 Billion. On
was due to the fact that the projects were notseeing this, | asked the Minister whether that
all ready. This assertion was challenged bywas feasible. And | was assured that the
several MPs... increased fares and the higher turnout of buses
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would lead to it. We were also toldaththe Minister of Health JOHN JUNOR, who pushed,
number of passengers would increase from 4%nd pushed, and pushed to bring this into

Million to 62 Mill i onbeing. (Applduse)Mingsterplswistato speafg n i |
13 Million increase. specifically about the merger of the NHF and
Mr. M. PEART: Rubbish! the Health Corporation, the HCL. It is

Dr. DAVIES: What was the odiurn?  established that the HCL whiclprocures
Revenues were not 3.8 Billion. And as it is, pharmaceuticals in bulk and sold to the
nobody had to be a geis to handle that, but hos...Well,soldis the wrong word.
was 2.5 Billion. This year, we are now told An Opposition MEMBER: Give!

t hat ités projected f obr. PAVIES ¢! Year 2011/ 2
ridership will again increase by 13 Million. An OppositionMEMBER: Tr us 6

But we have no idea as to what the actual Dr. DAVIES: Credited... to transfer to
ridership last year was. And since we have nothe hospital and Regional Authorities, is owed
reasm for believing it or having a basis for in excess of $1.2 Billion.

assessing it... An Opposition MEMBER: What!.
Mr. BUNTING: Maybe they reprint Dr. DAVIES: By these institutions.
rubbish. An Opposition MEMBER: Shame!
Dr. DAVIES: We | | | | 6m cormmhamg t o t hat .

| 6ve said repeatedly Dh DAVIES: H kave podel ¢he guestiona n
organization which we set up and which we before and there has been no answer as to how
will not allow to die on the vie. (Applause) this debt will be treated by ¢hmerged entity.
But we need to have accurate information in Question: Is the Ministry of Finance going to
order to assess whether the projections giverclear these arrears? If not, how will the NHF
are realistic and can be met. Once more, thereleal with this outstanding obligation? In the
is need for a reality check. This institution is projections...
much too critical for the working people of the (Inaudible comments by Opposition
Kingston Metropolitan Region to be allowed Member)
to flounder. But the way in which the Dr. DAVIES: .. . Yes, but
projections have been presented to us, withouenowh. In the projections for Fiscal Year
any reference to prior year commitments, does2 0 11/ 201 2, I not e t ha
not provide us with any reason to believe thatt her e 6 | | be sales of $
the phrase used by the Ministerans@rency  entity to government institutions.
and accountabilityhas any validity. Mr.  Minister of Health, what guarantee
An Opposition MEMBER: Not valid. does the NHF have that the payment record of
the Hospitals andRegionalAuthorities will be
NHF any different this year?
Dr. DAVIES: Minister of Health, the An Opposition MEMBER : Non€
NHF. Again, we on this side have a special Dr. DAVIES: Have they been provided
interest in the NHF. And | will never tire to with the resources to pay for the
give credit to my friend and colleaguformer  pharmaceuticals?
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Opposition MEMBERS: No! note that there are plans to commence
Dr. DAVIES: Have they been provide construction of 2,370 units this month, with
with the cash to care? the expectation to complete 2,637 by March
Opposition MEMBERS: No! 2012. How do these projections compare with

Dr. DAVIES: | pose these questions and those for last year? Again, we seek answers.
we demand answers as we will not sit idly by Minister, is there anyone monitoring the
and allow the NHF to be pushed into record of performance against projection for
bankruptcy or to be deviated from its primary these institutions?
objective, which is to provide phaaceuticals Mr. Speaker, part of the problenand we
for certain chronic diseases at subsidizedhave seen this ithe reviews by the PAEthat
prices. And that institution is doing an often, parent ministries do not have the

exceptional job in that regard. technical professionals to assess the work of
Mr. MONTAGUE: Under anexceptional the public bodies. A possible solution, Mr.

Minister. Minister, is to strengthen the public enterprises
An Opposition MEMBER: What! division in your Ministry and that division

Dr. DAVIES: Well, you can put that in. would have the power and the responsibility to
(Inaudiblecomments by Mr. Montague) assess the plans advanced before they are

Dr. DAVIES: Good, good, goddOneof publ i shed. |t doesni
your more intelligent comments. Yes. Minister, to proclaim transparency and
responsibility whené .
NHT An  Opposition MEMBER: And

Again, this is another institution which is accountability.
of vital importance to the country and the Dr. DAVIES: ...and accountability when
economy. Let me indiaatett hmhdt whdavte hadi ned
to interact with the management and | find scrutiny.
them to be a highly professional group of An Opposition MEMBER : Rubbish
persons. However, | must ask whether thereis Dr. DAVIES: Those are your little
any assessment of projections which arephrasegcannot stand up to scrutiny
published each year, and then a review taken  Mr. Speaker, | come to an issue which
of what was achieved against these created some...
proections. | give specific examples. An Opposition MEMBER : Turmoil.

Last year the Public Bodies book, the
version last year, stated that the NHT had JDIP/ROAD MAINTENANCE FUND
plans to commence construction of 4,600 Dr. DAVIES: ...turmoil, during the
solutions by April 2010, 13 months ago, with Standing Finance Committee. And as much as
compl eti on of 4,100 vy are Mat seeking a2réndwal.of that lsimdtiéns
two monhs ago. I'n t hi sitiymtarmater which bvill gocaaay.il speak
t hereds no report a s spetifcallywoh theé RoadahMaiehanceh Fuedv e d
against these projections. Furthermore, we  and the Jamaica Development Infrastructure
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Programme, JM. | cannot but make Another Opposition MEMBER: We

reference to the Mi nw asrhéar thé guestions.mmi t me n t to

transparency and accountability. Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate
(Inaudible comments by the Opposition)  the total receipts as of October 31, 2009, from
Dr. DAVIES: And | 61 | s t athetgas by whiahshke annoginced in his Budget

him if he remembers a set of nine questions presentation in April 20097

which | formally posed to him on November One Opposition MEMBER: What!

3, 2009. And, ehm, can somebody..6 v e g o®ther Opposition MEMBER: And he

a copy because | 6m cecratnabitn rheec alldst hi s why
didnét respond to it. Another Opposition MEMBER: But

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, | know you him nuh even say that.
donot I i k eg ywthietothisa Butb r i Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate

you featured in this dispatch. And your big how much of that sum is due to be transferred
signatur e &een asdeApprovéd.e rosthe RMF?

6Seen and Féppviouwsly.e do Opposition MEMBERS: And he ce¢
(Inaudible comments and Laughter by recall!
Opposition Members) Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate

Dr. DAVIES: No, | think we need to how much of the sum listed in the answer to
give theSpeaker a cSegnyand quastos 2 has adtually been transferred to the

approvedb©o. 6.%Yeen anRMFApproved?d
(Inaudible comments by the Opposition) Opposition MEMBERS: He canodot r
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, | tried Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate

unsuccessfully] tried unsuccessfully for the how this transfer of funds to the RMis
next nine months to elicit answers to my effected?

guestions fromtte Minister of Finance. An Opposition MEMBER: | dond
Mr.  PICKERSGILL: Read the know!
guestions..(Inaudible) Dr. DAVIES: Can the Minister indicate

Dr. DAVIES: | know of a fact that the whether any new projects have been started
Minister is well equipped in terms of and/or completed using the funds provided to
administrative and technical assistance inthe RMF?  Will the Minister provide a
answering these basic questions. But he eithecomplete listing of such projectsncluding
felt it unnecessary to so do, or was instructedinformation on the relevant contractors?

not to. Mr. M. PEART: I canét recal
Mr. PICKERSGILL: What questions Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate

you asked him? Read(lnaudible) the contracting process utilized for these
Dr. DAVIES: You want to hear the projects?

guestions? An Opposition MEMBER: Him seh him
Opposition MEMBERS: Yes. canét recall!
Other Opposition MEMBER: It must be Dr. DAVIES: Will the Minister indicate

something..(Inaudilde) whether, in addition to the funds transferred to
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the RMF, the Ministry of Finance has long is the medium term? And he says, he

provided funds to the Ministry of Transport d o n 6t know. That i s a

and Works for road projects? However, Parliament was not informed of the
Mr.  BUCHANAN: Is the silence change unt il t he Audi

transparency? became available. So the IMF knew that what

Dr. DAVIES: If the answeto Question 6  we had greed to here had been changed, and
is in the affirmative, which is the complete we didn't know until months later. And next
listing of such projects, will the Minister year we are celebrating 50 years of
indicate the amount provided in Fiscal Year Independence.

2009/2010 to October 31, 2009? Those are  Opposition MEMBERS: Ohhhh!
difficult questions? And | said... Shamé
Mr. PICKERSGILL: I refuse toanswer Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, no one is
all of those! seeking a controversy, but the words
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Yes. transparency ah accountability must not be

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, nomeceipt  used loosely. We need to have the answers to
of the response forced me to ask for a speciakertain questions particularly in terms of the
audit to be conducted of the RMF by the operation of the JDIP. (Applause)

Auditor General. Mr. Speaker, it remains a puzzle as to how
Opposition MEMBERS: Yes! (Applause) the different actors feature in terms of the
Dr. DAVIES: And from that audit, JDIP. Let s count. There are si§6) known

several interesting revelations came forth. institutions and bodies involved in this project.

Yes, we coming back to it. The first was that Opposition MEMBER : One.

whilst the Minister had solemnly pledged that Dr. DAVIES: There is the Ministry of

an increase in percentage of the collectionFinance.

from the special tax on gasolene would go to  Opposition MEMBER : Two.

the RMF, thatommitment had not and is still Dr. DAVIES: There is the Ministry of
not being kept. Transport and Works

An Opposition MEMBER: Shame! Opposition MEMBER: Three.

Dr. DAVIES: Specifically, for Fiscal Dr. DAVIES: There is National Works

Year 2009/2010, the committed percentage  Agency.

was 20. For Fiscal Year 2010/2011, the Opposition MEMBER : Four.

committed percentage should have been 35. Dr. DAVIES: There is the Road

An in this Fiscal Year, the percentage shoudMai nt enance Fundé

have been increased to 50. We later learnt Opposition MEMBER : Five.

from the Financial Secretatliat inDecember Dr. DAVIES: There is the EXIM Bank of

2009 - and we learnt that in 2010 the  China

Government agreed with the IMF to keep the Opposition MEMBER : Six.

percentage at 20% for the meditenm. Dr. DAVIES: And there is the Chinese
And wesaid, Financial Secretary, how Construction Firm, China Harbour.
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Mr. D. PEART: You leave out seven.

Dr. DAVIES: Well, | coming to that, |
said known.

Question one, what is the specific role for
each of these entities. We know that the
Ministry of Finance hasguaranteed the
US$360 Million loans obtained from the
Chinese EXIM Bank. What is the role of the
other entities? We are told that there is a
seventh actor.

(Sotto voceomments by Members)

Opposition MEMBERS: Yeah, mah

Dr. DAVIES: Yes, there is guy here, as

Central Manchester showing that there has
been no consultation with the parish
authorities in the selection of roads be
repaired. There are specific assertions, there
are even rumars, which | want you to deny,
that 80% of the roads selected are in a certain
constituency in Manchester.

(Sotto voceomments by Members)

Dr. DAVIES: There are specific
assertions which eed to be answered. There
are specific assertions which have not been
countered, that in several parishes certain
constituencies have benefitted from the bulk

my mother would say, on the streets, yes.of the roads. Again we need, Mr. Speaker, an
What is the role of the local firm which explicit statement in terms of the methodology
interfaces with local organizations on behalf for the selection of the roads and furthermore
of China Harbour? Is there a formal contract the selection of the contractors to implement
detailing this role? What is the role of the the road.

Road Maintenance Fund®is fascinating that The Minister speaks about this project as

the  characterization in the budget if it is his personal baby. He will do this and
memor andum i s t hat e hmdl do Ehit.FMr. $peakerfitheleeare MPs
facilitator of the prwh satethatdheyhavd reeeived baolist yof w e

to check me, Chapter 3, page 2, of the budgetroads from the NWA for their constituency
the facilitator. The RMF who just done borrow and these roads are not in their constituency.
$360 Million its role is the facilitator. But my good friend, the Minister of State for
Facilitator look like a hussler. Local Government, on April 19 it is on the
(Sotto voceomments by Members) computer so you probably should print it on
Dr. DAVIES: But in the- but the Public  the othewersion. It says:
Bodies publication, page 40, it states that the 6To all Mayor s,
RMF is commissioned to implement the Wor shi psé
project. Is that true, is it the facilitat or is it
the commission? Mr. Speaker, this whole
project is shrouded in too much mystery and
controversy and there is need for clarity, or
else we are mocking the concept of
transparency and accountability. (Applause)
Mr. Speaker, consider the folldng.
Various Members of Parliament have given
explicit examples and | can cite the Member
from South Manchester and the Member from

and

Mr. D. PEART: Montague write that?
Dr. DAVIES: Yes.
€ Your Worships update on
additional funds. During the
last quarter of last year we
indicated to you a sum to be
used to undertake major
projects in your parish. The
funds althoughteé
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The sentence saidyou should send it to me the China EXIM Bank? Why was the

first. selection of China Harbour and the
€The funds al t hosupcontragtars not subject to the normal
approved cannot be released at  procurement routes? Whs responsible for

this time, due to the judging whether there is value for money
conditionalities of radium term expended?
programme, with the IMF. Opposition MEMBERS: Who?
(Laughter) Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, we need
They donét me nt i o nanswdnseto thésendquestioesr Thesef are not

Finance. You canoét driressonable hgaestiops, dhgse aamem aormal

respect for the senior man. You should sayquestions(Applause)

Audley and the IMF. Mr. Speaker, weneed answers to these
éWe are however, quastonsk i motg only because of our
with the Ministry of Transport commitment to transparen and
and Works and the Ministry of accountability, but otherwise the runrabout
Finance and the Public Service this project are not going to go away, they are
to resolve the matter. If these going to multiply. And we have sensed from

cannot be accommodated at this the first when the Minister fesed to answer
time we will endeavour to have some basic questions to now, that something is

your projects included in year rotten in the state of JDIP. (Applause)
two of the JDIP. We are hopeful (Sotto voceomments by Members)
that ths matter will be amicably Dr. DAVIES: Yes. There are many who
resolved in short order. Yours assert that the sums being paid for work are
remaining yours in humble sometimes multiple of the initial &% of the
service. o contractors until all these matters are fully
(Laughter) exposed to light and scrutiny.
(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Sotto voceomments by Members)
Dr. DAVIES: You got a response from Dr. DAVIES: Yes, the Jamaican taxpayer
your Worships, you got a response? is guaranteed as Boblseand if night shall
(Sotto voceomments by Metvers) turn to day, perhaps the JDIP will have to run

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, in certain away. We have to know exactly what is going
instances where the contracts issued coinciden. (Applause)
with roads for which the Parish Councils have Mr. Speaker, | now turn to the budget
done estimates the contract sums are multipleprocess. It is a matter of fact that the officials,
of the parish counci | Board ansiManageniert .of theh RMF have o |
being treated in a verynique, special and explicitly indicated to the Ministry of
curious way. Transport and Works and th®linistry of

Questions Mr. Speaker Who is China  Finance that they are unable to service the
Harbour contracted to? Is it to NWA or is it to loan given the reduction in the allocation of
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the proceeds of the special gas tax. This is arthen listed ot and | deliberately chose them
excellent document and | would urge all from the Office of the Prime Minister. Under
Member to read it. Nonetheless, the RMF is Capital B heading, a project entitled the
listed as the borroweon record, yes. But the Institutionalzation of Dev. Info is given three
situation becomes more and more curious.pages (b) 1,5005, 6, and 7. You know how
The only reference to this project in the much money is being spent on that project?
Central Government operation is the sum of You have three pages, you know much toilet
$750 Million which is routed through the tissue theygwine buy- not quite- but you
Ministry of Transport and Works to assist the know everything they are going to do. $8.8
RMF to meetth&OJ 6 s obl i gat iMilion, sof threk 5ullo pagefs in the book for

the project. $8.8 Million, and seven bullet points for $8.7

Mr. BUCHANAN: But that is the biggest billion, something not right.
scandal in the history of Jamaica. (Sotto voceomments by Members)

Dr. DAVIES: What of the remaining Dr. DAVIES: Consider another project,
funds, which we are told will be of the Competitiveness Enhancement Project and |
magnitude of $8.Billion for fiscal year? don't why it is notm the Ministry of Industry

(Sotto voceommens by Members) and Commerce and other things. The total is

Dr. DAVIES: The full, Mr. Speaker, the twenty eight poinif why t hey don?oH
full é that, that belongs to you demand it, demand it.

(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Sotto voceomments by Members)

Dr. DAVIES: And | urge Members and Dr. DAVIES: Competitiveness

colleagues on the other side this is not a jokeEnhancement Project, why, itsin the Office
business. The $8Billion of money which has of the Prime Minister, it is yours. $28.4

to be repaid by the taxpayerfie Jamaican Million, it receives coverage of three pages
taxpayers, the full treatment given to this sum 1,500 (b)- 11, 12 and 13 then there is a project
which  represents the biggest capital by the UNDP pages (k24 to 25, it is $7.2
expenditure and will for the next four yearsof Mi | | i on . It get two pai
the Government of Jamaica is seven bullet  Mr. BUCHANA N: Half a page.

points on page 41 of the Public Bodies Dr. DAVIES: Not half a page seven

publication. bullet points. No, about a tenth of the page.
(Sotto voceomments by Members) You want to read it, this is an insult not just to
Dr. DAVIES: Seven bullet points for us, no money.lt says; the main areas of focus
$8.78Billion. are, 1, bull et point o
(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Cross talk)
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, need | say, Dr. DAVIES: é youdono't hear

this is unacceptable. Mr. Speaker. Consideryet. Rehabilitation of 120 main and parochial
this, Mr. Speaker, | went and did my home roads, this is a budget, you know, this is a
work. | am going to give sgEific examples of budget, you know, and you havehis is it.

minor projects in the Estimates of Expenditure Rehabilitation of seven housing scheme
and | am going to come to the question androadways where are they? How much?
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Construction of 12 new briges, when you secrecy shrouding the project. The Prime

starting them? Minister intervened and accused me of being
(Sotto voceomments by Members) disingenuous and indicated that as Chaimm
Dr.DAVIES:1 f you | ook i of thehRAE | could summon the relevant
Mr. VAZ: We start already. bodies in order to seek answers to the
(Sotto voceomments by Members) questions which | have.
Dr. DAVIES: Installation of 17 modular Mr. Speaker, that response was most
bridges, construction of 27 retaining v&ll unfortunate. It cannot be that | must conduct a

mean, tiis is contempt. Patching of 200 square post mortem | want to know before, | wano
metres of roadway, river training solutions in know before. Applausé It cannot be that you
six locations that is $8.Billion. No, it can't must do whatever you wish, cover it up and

work, it is not going to work. (Applause) then afterwards | going to try to chase down
Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : 1 t ¢ a n 0 t theaacts. kit.cannot be.
(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Cross talky

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, when this Dr. DAVIES: As Parliamentarians we
matter was raised in the Standing Financedemand the right to know what is being
Committee- let me let you into a secret and planned, how much is being allocated for each

learn from this. project so that we can understand whether we
Mr.VAZ:1 dondét want t arebettiagrvalue for noreg. r et .
(Sotto voceomments by Members) Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes.
Dr. DAVIES: No , I dondét wa nDr. DAVIES: Wi Speaker, this is not a

to knowthe secret. No, road work like that not private project. This represents commitment
going to win election, you good fi loose every by the Government of Jamsa to repay the
seat you because you have more quarrel and$360Million and to put up each year...

fight about the little money. You check pon Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : US.

that. Dr. DAVIES: US Dollars and each year
Dr. PHILLIPS : Half the roads that is to put up $19Million. And we are being told
supposed to get repaired is netting any. that the only information we need...
(Sotto voceomments by Members) Mr. VAZ : Run did it, run wid it.
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, when we Dr. DAVIES: | want to tell you
raised the matter, in Standing Finance something bout run wid it.
Commi tteeté Mr. VAZ : Run wid it.
(Cross talk) Dr. DAVIES: | want to tell you
(Sotto voceomments by Members) something bout run wid it.
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, help me, help Mr. VAZ : Run wid it.
me here, please. Dr. DAVIES: The year after there was
(Sotto voceommaents by Members) 3% growth. Audley haffi go learn something,

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, when this another year after anothe®f63growth, yes.
matter was raised in Standing Finance You want to see it, a year after 3% growth,
Committee, we have been asking why thisyou understand, 3% growth. Agplausé
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Dream, dream bout 3% Audley, dream and
then come out of office.
Mr. BUNTING : And leave, yes.

Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: That 6s
thatdés it.

Mr. SHAW: | 6 m doogp to that 3%,
donodot! worry

Dr. DAVIES: What, 3%7?

Mr. SHAW:1 6 m going to
3%.

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : When?
When?

Dr. DAVIES: Yu gwine get Tufton to
help yu? They say the Minister in Agriculture
anything yu caan count grows and anything
which  yu can count yu fi plant.
(Applause/laughtgr Anything yu can count
decline, sugar, anything yu caan count yam.
(Laughtey Put the Minister up here, Jamaicans

Mr. VAZ : A 13 adem run wid it, 13.
Dr. DAVIES: And 3% growth the next
year- 3% growth the next year.

i(Qross talky

Dr. DAVIES: And 3% the next year.
(Applause

(Inaudible comment by Mrs. Neita
Headley

g oDr. [DAVYIESe Mr. $pkakean, let me just
indicate, let me indiate that this matter is not
going to disappear.

(Inaudible commenjs

Dr. DAVIES: Let me repeat, let me
repeat, itds not going

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : No!

Dr. DAVIES: [ invite the Administration
to do the correct thing.

There is no need for anyant initiative in
treating with this project. Consider, Mr.

eating more yam and coco and everything, butSpeaker, the Convention Centre, which when

anything yu...

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes, ys!

(Inaudible comment by a Member

Dr. DAVIES: Teach him.

Mr. PICKERSGILL : Nuh badda wid di
cassava.

Dr. DAVIES: Anything yu caan count,
anything yu caan count. Minister of State, a
hear is you in charge of census taking.
(Laughter)Minister...

(Inaudible comment
Headley

Dr. DAVIES: Yes.

(Cross talky

Dr. DUNCAN': Minister...

Mr. E. SMITH: Yu tell dem how much
people run wid it?

Mr. PICKERSGILL : A do what?

Mr. VAZ : A 13 adem.

Dr.DAVIES:I| 6 m goi ng

by Mrs. Ne#a

they open | hope they invite Wykeham. Or
they open it already?

(Inaudible commenjs

Dr. DAVIES: All right, it better dem
invite me. Yu know how much KD - yu
know how much work KD put into that?

Dr. PHILLIPS : Is all right man...

Dr. DAVIES : Same KD, yes.

Dr. PHILLIPS : Dem have no project for
themselves.

Dr. DAVIES: That Convention Centre,
Mr. Speaker, is financed by the same Chinese
EX-IM Bank, which is financing JDIP.

(Inaudible comment by Mr. Vaz

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : No!

Mr. PICKERSGILL : No!

Dr. DAVIES: It is... this one, and the
Prime Minister haffi answer us this. ...it is
properly placed in Capital B Project...

back Mre NEITAIFHEADLEY : Yed
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Dr. DAVIES: ...under the Office of our Mr. BUCHANAN : Stonewall?
Prime Minister, on pages 60 to 62. Dr. DAVIES: And set up roadblocks?
(Applause Mr. BUCHANAN : Stonewall?
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Hear, hedr Dr. DAVIES: Yes.
Dr. DAVIES: You can go into that Mr. BUCH ANAN: Who use that word?
document... Dr. DAVIES: Ye s . Thereol |l
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yea. as to the rationale for the stonewalling and the

Dr. DAVIES: ...and know exactly where road blocking.

you ar e, veheadhed anndhwhgnd  Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: That 6s co
theybébre going to finislibDr. DMABIES: wra tSpedker, wiee h a
We have seven bullet points and derh Bag Opposition will not allow this matter to die.

dat wup. l'tds not goi ndr.DUNCANDO Nkway. i t 6s not g
work. Mr. Speaker, if we are dealing with the Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : That 6s r i
Government bJamaica and the Chinese £X Dr. DAVIES: We demand public

IM Bank in two projects, why this significant disclosure of all contracts with China HX.

divergence in treatment? (Applause
A MEMBER : Nuh because dem have di Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes.
big gun. Dr. DAVIES : We want publication of the

Dr. DAVIES: Why this difference? Mr. contracts with China HarbourAgplausé
Speaker there is need for the Government to  Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : Yes.

provide answers to our questions. Dr. DAVIES: We want contracts with
(Inaudible commentby Membej NWA.
Dr. DAVIES: The issue will not go (Applausg
away. | hope you understand what he says, |  Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes.
have difficulty more time. Dr. DAVIES: We want the contracts
Mr. VAZ : Just carry all your issues here with - RMF and anybody else involved
tomorrow and you will...lhaudible including your seven. Applaus¢
Dr. DAVIES: | want a unimodal (Inaudible comments by a Member
response(Laughte} Dr. DAVIES : Right.
Mr. VAZ : Carry everything come. Miss HANNA: Hear, hedr
Dr. DAVIES: | want a unimodal Dr. DAVIES: We demand public

response. The multimodal confuse me. disclosure of all contracts signed, identifying
(Laughtey And if | let you into a little secret, the scope of work, the contract sum and the
so does my opposite number, him kind a subcontractors involved.
confuse wid it too. A not gwine sey him tell Mr. D. PEART: And how dem get di
me so but itdés true. work

Mr.Speaker, the issue \WonDAVIES:gWe denvaad a samilad list
the more the Administration seeks to forthe pojects proposed for 2011/2012.
stonewall and set up roadblocksvhere that Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : That &s
expression comes from? correct
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Dr. DAVIES: We 6 | | be aski ngirstNEFA -BEADLEY eT hat 6s it
of the Contractor General and the Auditor Dr. DAVIES: Middle-class persons are
General 6s Depart ment having difficyity meetiegrheir obligasogss t e m
to audit the contracts and the works under this  Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : That 6s tr |
project. Applausé Dr. DAVIES: If you doubt me ask the

Mr. PICKERSGILL : We donot Igaeks abouhtkeir growing bad loan portfolio
Report for 2010/ 2011 atrecardlowinterasurates. RigWwhsiterd o n 6 t

get Report for $6Million. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yed
(Inaudiblecomment by Dr. D. Peart) Dr. DAVIES: Ask theBuilding Societies
Dr. DAVIES: Mr . Speaker , &bdut eincreasal iinc arrearsl in  mortgage

on different occasions in my presentation that paymentsPerhaps he is right.
there is a claadisjuncture between the picture Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Dreamland.
of the economy and society presented by the  Dr. DAVIES : For those who qualify for
Minister, and that which almost everyone else special waivers.
is feeling. Go to any supermarket, go to the Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes.
road- go on the road, talk to the taxi men, talk Dr. DAVIES : Look at the advertisements
to anyone and they will tell you ththey have  for auctions, nonetheless, the Minister assures
never seen things that rough. us that things are going well.

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Never! Mr. D. PEART: True, trué

Dr. DAVIES: Speak to the operators of Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Hi!
private education institutions, many of them Dr. DAVIES : Perhaps he is right.

are closing down classrooms... Mr. BUCHANAN: And I donot
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Trud nutten bout thespecial waiver yu nuh.
Dr. DAVIES: ..because people are (Inaudiblg

moving tteir children... (Inaudible comment by Mr. D. Peart
(Sotto voce&omment} (Inaudible comment by Mr. Shaw
Dr. DAVIES: . . . because t hePpr.DAAESSO You gp @anygo oh

the school fees. Before | came here somebody (Cross talky

was asking me to help them with the school fee. Dr. DAVIES: You go on, whatever you
(Inaudible comment by Mr. Holness want to do, db
Dr. DAVIES : Okay, | love that (Cross talky

interpretationStick with that line, stick with A MEMBER : Report him, report hiin

that line. Dr. DAVIES: Yea you deal wid me, but
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Wok wid it. yu deal wid me.
Dr. DAVIES: Speak to the operators of (Cross talky

private  education institutions, private Dr.DAVIES:I t 6s i roni c.

hospitals, speak to your constituents and the (Sotto vocecomments by Government
majority of the people are hurting. Membel
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Dr.DAVIES: 1 t 6s al | r i g h tmarketG@ml atdemana ol goadsggand services
Il 6m trembling, I 6 m t rwhiobthey pragiyce.| 6 m trembl ing
I'tds ironid stthratt i tomeé dvbsaMEITAO-HEADLEY : That 6s r i
policy initiative, as reflected in changes in Dr. DAVIES: Right now in any area of

taxation, is to lower duties on imported motor activities such demand is either stagnant or

vehicles. declining.
Mr. D. PEART : My God, man! Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : T h a a facs
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Shame! Dr. DAVIES: Even despite our tradition,
Dr. DAVIES: | 6m certain thatrebddhenomadnemand f or
and woman in the street will celebrateist Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : That 6 s r i
major initiative. Mr. Speaker, the reality is Dr. DAVIES: ...much less cheese...
that virtually every ordinary lawbiding Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : No sah.
citizen is facing hard economic times... Dr. DAVIES: ...over Easter. So even
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Trud whilst we know that the lorterm sustainable
Dr. DAVIES: ..partly due to the growth is dependent on private sector
Government 0s ref us al initidtive, thaneenobt happen & the cheabtérm
obligations and partlylue to the downturn in because aggregate demand has contracted.
the economy. Mr. Speaker, let me return to the facts.

Let me state at the outset that in terms of The economy has contracted by 5% over the
any longterm sustainable recovery, the past three years. And thus, thds only so
Oppositionrecognizeshat growth will have to  much which can be expected of the private

be driven primarily by the private sector. sector in terms of stimulating economic
Miss HANNA: Hear, hear! activity and providing hope.
Dr. DAVIES: We mak that Having listed the constraints on private
unequivocally clear. sector activity, Mr . S
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Yes. critical constraint which must be pirt front

Dr. DAVIES: We 6r e not t adof the soapty exdiaitly &énd up front. It relates
state capitalism, we say any long sustainableto the need to contain the fiscal deficit, the real
recovery has to be driven by the private sector fiscal deficit, the real not the one put before

But , Mr . Speaker, | eus,du thefreal éiseal defigta | i t y . T
private sector is not intsocial welfare. Mr. D. PEART: A we haffi pay it back
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: No , t h eyu duh, ve haffi paytiback.
not. Dr.DAVIES: | 6ve already s
Dr. DAVIES: Private sector investors 3% years the Administration has increased the
donodét invest simply bnatiormludebt byt62% r Wedcannat contiaue i
need for jobs and for incomes. this way. |l 6ve alread
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : No, nd figure announced by the Minister is fictitious

Dr. DAVIES: They invest becausei t & snd is in fact, larger #n any he would have
in the bottom he-t hey i nvest busbelievsse t hereds
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Mr. D. PEART : Lie! new investment did not arrive by chance, it
Dr. DAVIES: How he has done it is not was the result of targeted investments in
rocket science. Y o uinfrastructpré ydevetbpmerdt finanged By bdthh e

bills, push back paymentsr remain quiet the BOJ and foreign westors. There was
about outstanding obligations. So on the oneunprecedented investment in water, sewerage
hand, we cannot expect theivate sector to  works, highways and airports.

drive the recovery in this period and at the Mr. PICKERSGILL : Yed

same time, we cannot respordve cannot Dr. DAVIES: At the same time, potential
responsibly expand the fiscal deficit, which new investors were targeted, introducing them
means growing the debt. However, apart fromto the country, jawboning them on the

t hose t wo i mper at i v advantagedi makiagddamaicaa their tpteferred
imperative. We cannot doothing. That is  destination. The results are there for everyone
not an option. We ¢ dorséet Nosdnly wab racenicapacity @xpanaed, k

the commendations from the multilaterals that but the sector diversified.

wedbve managed to meet (ThiseAdmiaistragient has berefittedhfroh h e
have established for us. Something must besome of the works in progress which we left
done. But , Mr . S p e ak ewhen we lefeoffce. @pplabise The Falmouth mu

foster hope. Port and the Montego Bay Convention Centre
Some years ago in response to one of theare two examples.Applausé
Mi ni ster6s budget pr es BMBUEHANAN: ¢Hear,Hedr out | i ne

plan whereby we could stimulate economic Dr. DAVIES: These investments have
activity without expanding the fiscal deficit. little or nothing to do with the efforts of this
By and large the recommendations | madeAd mi ni strati on, bup we
were ignored. And in one instance wiet  there. Several of the investors have completed
was accepted, it was bastardised. Mr.the first phase of their investments. Work
Speaker, let us try again. should have begun on the next phase,
There is the possibility, Mr. Speaker, for especially where approvals are in place.
State spending to be targetadtjlizing the  Whilst the results in terms of economic growth
existing resources in a way to stimulate and employment may not be instaniaune..
economic activity, particularly for those at the Mr. PICKERSGILL : Come on, a thief is
bottam of the income ladder. a thief is a thief.
(Applause (Inaudible comment by Mr. D. Pegart
Let me indicate not in generalities, but Mr. PICKERSGILL : Y u donot
specific actions which can be taken. Start with anything bout the sand?
tourism. Dr. DAVIES: A canot t el
Mr. Speaker, in the last eight or so yearsever yt hi ng, a canét te
of the previous Administration, Jamaica saw to me off camerara a help yu. A like yu
unprecedented investment ithe tourism  ehnuh so talk to me and we talk bout it.
sector, highlighted by the introduction of Mr. D. PEART: What happen to the
several Spanish chains into the country. This truck load a sand?
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Mr. PICKERSGILL : Yea, wha happen tickets rather than a return ticket. Did | get
to the sand? you right, Minister?

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, whilst the Mr. Speaker, | have no reason to doubt the
result in terms of economic growth and Mi ni st er idons What ip imperatve is
employment mayot be instantaneous, it will that as a matter of urgency, we deal with that
come if we demonstrate, as Norman Manleydevelopment, such that the Fund can truly

sai d, ofixity of p ur peflestpayment byRaclt vésitof. we achi
3% economic growth in 2006, before the And, Mr. Speaker, we can use the
Minister took charge. proceeds of that Fund to systematically

The Tourism Enhancement Fund. In my address the issues which | haweitlined
original proposal | spoke to the maanin before, but with greatest emphasis on
which the Tourism Enhancement Fund could beautifying tourism communities, and creating
be utilized, particularly in the resort areas, to employment in a transparent manner, with
carry out small projects which will each project subject to audit and
simultaneously enhance communities, accountability’ an audit and accountability.
improve the tourism product and provide Mr. Speaker, in my discussion of certain
employment. That proposal was only partially of the public bodies enterprises, | raised
taken on board, but implemented in a way questions about what is the actual performance
which didndét find f avd the NMT. t lhsincesely hopd that rsemei s
much concentration in that implementation. logical explanation will be given by the Prime
There is just too much concentration. Minister, as well as ensuring that in future

We return to the possibility which exists years there is some consistencgahbetween
for these objectives to be obtained, pwytin what is committed and the actual outturn. But

people to work, improving physical t hat 6s a detail, Mr . S
infrastructure, and at the same time improvingways in which the NHT can be used as a
the tourism product. proactive instrument island wide, in creating

Mr. Speaker, as we are talking about theemployment and stimulating economic
Tourism Enhancement Fund, let us just briefly activity.
touch on an issue raised during the Standing  Mr. Speaker, thre is no other sector of the
Finance Committee.It was pointed out that economy which is able to impact on economic
there was a strange anomaly that even as thactivity, as much as the construction industry.
Minister proclaimed significant increases in For one, it employs a variety of persons across
arrivals, the collections for the TEF were skill levels. For two, the multiplier effect is
decreasing. tremendous when engineers, archgect

Mr. D. PEART : Something wrong, then. masons, carpenters, welders, and the people

Dr. DAVIES: He indicated that he had who cook for them, are working, there is
an eylanation, whereby certain of the lew generally a higher level of economic activity.
cost carriers had found a way to avoid payingEver yone can | iterally
the cess or tax, by booking two eway f oodd | egal l y.
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Mr. D. PEART : Legally. which belongs in thigellow book with seven

Dr. DAVIES: Legally. bullet points.

Mr. Speaker, | am proposing that Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : No!
i mmedi ately the NHT 6 s D€ @®DAVIESa IWe Wantdoyseaiimmtbe
for Fiscal Year 2001/12 be revamped, blue book in the blue pages, and we want
concentrating on small schemes, using smalld et ai | s, project by p
contractors islandwide. (Applause) done. l's it t hat we

Mr. D. PEART: Hear! Hear! done? Is it eithethat it is based on whims and

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, we want to fancies that is subject to changes over night?
see inevery parish clear signs of NHT activity Mr. D. PEART: Yeah, man, a telephone
with housing units geared for the lower and call change it.
middle-income workers. There is demand for Dr. DAVIES: Secondly, Mr. Speaker, we
such units, Mr. Speaker, but this demand will are proposing that there be a significant shift
not be met by the private sector activity on its in this time of crisis for whatevethe big

own. The NHT must lead. projects were. And | say whatever they were
Mr. Speaker, even as we have clear ideasb e c aus e | donot know w
as to what could be done about the Tourism  Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY : Ri ght . T

Enhancement Fund and the NHT, we need acorrect
big-ticket item. And | return to that project Dr. DAVIES: All | have here is river
which is the major point of division between training in six locations.
the Government and the Opposition. That Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Where?
point of division is the JDIP Project. Dr. DAVIES: You know what is in there?
Mr. Speaker, any objective and fair Tell me. You must, as a big man. You know?
observer would realize that there are too manyOh, nobody nuh know. | think | have some
unanswered questions about the operations ofriends over there who have questions. We
the JDIP. As | have said before, it cannot bed o n 6 t know what i s in
acceptable that a project consuming so high gproposing that there is a significant shift in
percentage of the total State capital this time of crsis from whatever these big
expenditure is summarized by seven bulletprojects are, and on much of what is still
points. It is unacceptable, and we will insist unknown to us, to labodntensive
that this wrong be righted. (Applause) infrastructure development projects throughout
We are proposing that the total JDIP the country. (Applause)
Project be revamped and properly structured  Specifically, Mr. Speaker, we are
with transparency, and brought through the proposing that a half of the projected ston
Budget! Through the Budget! Fiscal Year 2011/12 be transparently packaged
Opposition MEMBERS: Yes! Yes! into projects aimed at river training, repaving
Dr. DAVIES: That loan will be repaid by of gullies, rebuilding of the walls of gullies,
the Ministry of Finance, using the resources of repairing sidewalks throughout the country.
the taxpayers of Jamai Oppositon MEMBERS: :nHear! Hgad me t h
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Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, | amnot represents a major pro
talking about bollo work. | am talking about only for the Opposition, but for all well
work which is properly designed, properly thinking persons who are concerned about
supervised, and contracts transparentlytransparencynd accountability.

granted. Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY : Hear! Hear!
Mr. D. PEART: Transparently granted! (Applause)
(Applause) Dr. DAVIES: Many are concerned about

Dr. DAVIES: This 50 per cent of the what is going on, but are too scared to come
JDIP expenditure, Mr. Spkar, would forward.
represent a special Capital Works budget of  Mr. Speaker, let us grasp this opportunity
just underFour point Fve Billion Dollars, to revamp the JDIP, and put the money into
($4.5B), will not expand in the deficit, the properlydesigned, properly executed projects
money is going to be spent. Mr. Speaker, wefor which expenditure can be properly
aggregate the total State sector, so we are naaccounted for. (Applause) Right now we
Twearejustshitng it from wkdenéti kndwesn@e hear t
belong to where it actually belongs. this, then it cost that. We hear they are going
Think, Mr. Speaker, of what would be the to spend aHundredMillion US, (US$100M),
impact on the whole country, in terms of then | hear aHundred andTen Million US,
persons who are presently unemployed,( US$110M) , we canot g
willing and able to work. But there is nothing Speaker. It looks chakzhaka.
to do, because thes&bt e i s not d o i n($pttoavatgomiments)g .
Or, what is being done under the JDIP is now It looks like a banana republic.
known only to a few persons. If the Government signals a willingness to
Mr. D. PEART : Racket and corruption.  do this, Mr. Speaker, if the Government
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, let it be clear signals the willingness, the Opposition is
that the presennodus operandif the JDIP is  willing to collaborate, as long as there is

unacceptable and unsustzirhe. transparency and accountability.
Opposition MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! Opposition MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!
(Applause) Dr. DAVIES: ltis a time of crisis for the

Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, | direct this country, both economically and socially. And
comment to you for more reasons than one.although therevamping of the JDIP will not

It 6s i nteresting t ha tprovidehthe tdiah soltors é& cas provie b
probl emé significant change to the present social and
Mr. BUCHANAN : You have to wake economic malaise which envelops the land.
him up. Opposition MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!
(Sotto voceomments) Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, there is need
Dr. DAVIES: ¢éi s t he s atmgive thé peopléope, and the revamping of
opportunity. [ dondét th&IDI® Wrograinme may nod be mceapthble to h

Chinese symbol. But right now the JDIP a few persons who are doing well, but would
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have a significant impact on the lives of (Sotto voceomments)
thousands who simply have no hope for the  Dr. DAVIES: So even if you are right,

future. (Applause) what you are saying is that you are making
So even, Mr. Speaker, even whilge  your wrong now.
know that the londerm sustainable growth is Mr. SHAW : No. Every donkey track in
dependent on privatesector initiative, that his constituency was fixed already! They
wonot happen i n t he d mred@tr nteerdngainlo Bvere dodkey e ©
aggregate demand is too low, and in fact, hadrack!
contracted. Dr. DAVIES: Is all right, is all right.
As | have said repeatedly but | will say it Mr . Speaker, it sourt

once more, the ecomy now is five per cent confession we are hearing here.
smaller than it was in 2007. The economy (Sotto voceomments/cross talk)
now is at the same size it was in 2003. You  Mr. Speaker, next year, the year 2012, the
candét refute that. Acouhtry will telebragefthe FilietAnniversary X p e
private sector to start producing, they say, forof our gaining Independence from Britain.
whom? Who will be able to purchase that?  We accept that Jamaica has not progressed as
Mr. Speaker, having listed the constraints far as we would have liked, or we should have.
on private sector activity, there is one other There are several areas in which our progress
critical constraint which must be put in front should have been better, but we, on this side,
of the population, and | have done that, Mr. reject the nabn advanced by some that we are
Speaker. And we are saying that we need taa failure as a country.
maintain our deficit target, & real deficit It is clear that as we celebrate the Fiftieth
target. But what we have outlined, in terms of Anniversary and look forward to the medium
restructuring the JDIP, provides us with the and long term, there is need for the country to
ability to do some work. Christiana, adapt and pursue certain common positions in

Spauding is not here. critical areas (Applause)
Mr. SHAW : Donodt wor ry Tob pasaphtase one of our Founding
Christiana. Fathers, N.W. Manley, Jamaica is not lacking

Dr. DAVIES: No, | am not worrying in ideas, what we lack is fixity of purpose. At
about it- 90 per cent of the expenditure, 90 the founding of the PNP, N.W. clearly stated

per cent. that é
Mr. SHAW: Dean Peart should have Mr. M. PEART : Busta was there.
100 per cent in his constituency! Dr. DAVIES: Yesi that we ae a mult
Mr. D. PEART: Foolishness! Rubbish! class party. All forwardhinking Jamaicans
Rubbish, man, rubbish! have a role to play, but our priority is on those
(Heckling) at the bottom of the sociconomic ladder.
Mr. SHAW: | am going to bring the (Applause) We cannot deviate from that
information! principle, or we will be betraying the

Mr. D. PEART: Rubbish, man! Rubbish!  FoundingFathers. (Applase)
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Opposition MEMBER : No! We never Dr. DAVIES: Who will? We on this side
willl We never will! are very clear about our major
Dr. DAVIES: This position is not based responsib | i t i es é
on unrealistic knegerk altruism, rather, it Mr. MONTAGUE: That o0s why
derives from the conviction that no country walk out!
can move forward on a twier system. Dr. DAVIES: éand to whom

Minister of Education, gu know that. You the greatest obligation.
canot have two educat i avmsaNEITA \HEADEEMS Yes!'wi t h t h
at the bottom of the socieconomic ladder That é6s right .
and their children permanently condemned to  Dr. DAVIES: | speak up for you as part
remaining there. You cannot. of that group!
We recognize that there is a special role for ~ Mr. MONTAGUE : Thank you very
members of the political déctorate to defend much.
the rights and ambitions of those without Dr. DAVIES: Good.
financial resources and influence. (Applause) @ Mr. MONTAGUE : Bu't donodot w
Whilst other special interest groups have on us.
srongl obbyi ng powers at hO.nDAVIESn dWhidstbwe cage dvilling to
Opposition MEMBERS: Yes! Hear! collaborate in the interest of national unity, we
Hear! cannot collaborate and cooperate with an
Dr. DAVIES: é a't handnabroad, Administration which, presides over the
with the corresponding ability to influence the doubling of poverty in three years,né
development of policiesi sometimes not articulates no remedial response.
successfully and programmes to benefit their We cannot collaborate and cooperate with
objectives, it is often the case that the only a deteriorating health system which leaves the
support which the lower income groups have most vulnerable in the society unprotected.
are the voices of their political We cannot be boasting of achieving IMF
representatives. (A ptardeta based dpn delaping ¢hayrdeots t6 ttirosd e t
allow others to beat us down in that regard.need, or starving vital institutions of
We have to speak up on behalf of them. committed resources. (Applause)
Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER : Hear! Hear! We cannot collaborate and cooperate
Yes! Yes! when attempts are made to hide from scrutiny
Dr. DAVIES : When discussions are being the operations of the largest capital project
held, either locally o externally, if the being undertaken by the State. We cannot.
members of the political directorate do not Mr. Spealer, within Latin America, ex
speak up on behalf of the lower income President Lula of Brazil.
groups, who will? Who will? Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER: é . good
Mr. NEITA -HEADLEY: Who will! man, excellent.
Who will! Dr. DUNCAN: Yeah mangood man.
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Came to power amidst much fear from the Dr. DAVIES: épromoti ng ec
private sector within Brazil and externally in growth through the success of the private
terms of his explicit commitment improving  sector.

the lot of the poor in Brazilian society. Mrs. NEITA HEADLEY: Hear, hedr

Mrs. SIMPSON MILLER: Yes. (Applause by Opposition Members)

Dr. DAVIES: He surprised everyone in Dr. DAVIES: | t 6s against t
the business community by taking actions thatlaid down by our Founding Fathers and
supported responsible entrepreneurial spirit,inspired by the work of President Lula in
but he never, ever waivered from his figh Brazil that we have put clearly on the table the

against poverty and discrimination. real state of affairs in Jamaica inrtex of both
(Applause by Opposition Members) economy and the social sectors.
(Sotto vocecommentby Mrs. Simpson In this presentation, we have not simply
Miller) listed the problems and described the reality

Dr. DAVIES: You know what they found which faces the country, but we have also
special about Lula when he gave his word, youshown what steps can be taken to improve the

dondét needé. . lot of the lowest income groups everhilst

(Applause by Opposition Members) being fiscally responsible.

(Inaudible comment by Mrs. Neita For the country to move forward,
Headley decisions will have to be based on a realistic

Dr. DAVIES: He delivered. Whathesaid assessment of our pres
you could believe. based on a PR campaign.

(Sotto vocecommentby Mrs. Simpson Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: No, <canoét
Miller) Opposition MEMBER: No, ho sah.

Dr. DAVIES: Brazil, under President Dr. DAVIES: We have laid out using
Lula, proved that it was Government data and information, not one

A MEMBER: Very good man. single thing, fact or number | have given can

Dr. DAVIES: Good, god. And Hugo be challenged because | got from the
to, you know. Big up, Hugo. On behalf of Gover nment 6s document
Comrade Mair, big up Mini sterdés officedweSo

(Laughter/Applause by  Opposition have laid out usip Government data and
Members) information, we have laid out the reality.

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Comrade Mr. BUCHANAN: | f ités the
Mair. (Laughter) office it can be challenged.

Dr. DAVIES: Brazil, under President Dr. DAVIES: We call on the
Lula, proved that it was possible to take Administration to emerge from this pretence
positive emedial action to alleviate poverty and face the reality which most of the country
and improve the socieconomic conditions of expefences each day.
the | owest i ncome gr oupvws. NHBITARHEADLEYL sSTthéat 6 s roi
Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: Hear, t hatds right.
heat
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Dr. DAVIES: But beyond that they must Mr. HOLNESS: A very good speech.
begin to act on behal f (G&dsstalhose ¢é
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Action. Mr. HOLNESS: |t 6s a speecl
Dr. DAVIES: éwho have no sueitwil bedpmopriately dismantled.
speaking for them and who need their support. (Laughter)
(Applause by Opposition Members) Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, | tarefore
Dr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, then and only move that this Honourable House do adjourn
then can we seek to collaborate and cooperatentil tomorrow, the 4th of May, when we will
in moving the country forward for the medium hear from the Minister of Transport and

and long term. Works.
| thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. (Sotto voce comment by Opposition
(Applause by Opposition Members) Membel
Mrs. NEITA-HEADLEY: Hear, hedr Mr. HOLNESS: Take the time and
Mr. BUCHANAN: Real Minister of prepare. And the Member fromEast Ceitral
Finance. St. Catherine in continuing the budget debates.
(Applause by Opposition Members) The SPEAKER: Members, the motion
Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Hear, hedr before this Honourable House is that the
(Applause by Opposition Members) House do adjourn until Wednesday, the 4th of
May at 2:00 p.m
ADJOURNMENT Put to the House and agreed to.
Mr. HOLNESS: Mr. Speaker, it is not The House adjourned approximigt&:10
proposed to do any further business. p.m to resume its sitting on May 4, 2011 at

Dr. PHILLIPS: What about the editorial 2:00 p.m.
remarks before you say that?
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PRAYERS
Prayers wre offered by Mrs. Sharon Hay
Webster.
The House resumed its sitting at2i2m
The SPEAKER: Please be seated.
This Honourable House now resumes its
sitting.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

MR. CLIFFORD EVERALD ERROL
WARMINGTON, (JLP), Member of Parliament
for South West St. Catherine, took the Oath of
Allegiance and sat on the Government
benches(Applause)

The SPEAKER: First of all, let me
welcome those persons who are sitting in the
Gallery. In particular | would like to welcome
twelve students and twoteachers from
Excelsior High School. (Applause)

| would also like to welcome a number of
persons who are visiting from the constituency
of South West St. Catherine. But although
you are here in support of the swearing in of
your new Member of Padment, you cannot
participate in any way. You cannot clap, you
cannot participate. So bear in mind you must
just watch and be of your best behaviour.
Please, | know that you want to be a part of
the proceedings but you cannot be a part of the
proceedingsin the Parliament. So listen
strictly to the Speaker, because if you
participate | will have to ask for you to go. So
while you are here, please, just be silent and
just check on your cellphone to make sure it is
on off or on vibrate.

For the period thayou are here please
enjoy the sitting of the Parliament and | am
sure that your presence here in support of your
Member of Parliament is well appreciated.
Thanks for being here.

CALL OF THE ROLL
(See Listing

(DR. CHRISTOPHER  CHARLES

TUFTON, (JLP), St. Elizabeth, South
Western, Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries, entered and took his seat.)

NOTICES OF MOTIONS GIVEN
ORALLY

Mr. WARMINGTON: Mr. Speaker...
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The SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Warmington,

welcome.

(HON. LAURENCE GEORGEBRODERICK
(JLP), Clarendon, Northern, Minister of
State in the Ministry of Energy and
Mining, entered and took his seat.)

(HON. ROBERTST. AUBYN MONTAGUE,
(JLP), St. Mary, Western, Minister of
State in the Office of the IPne Minister,
entered and took his seat.)

(DR. OMAR LLOYD DAVIES, (PNP), St.
Andrew, Southern, entered and took his
seat.)

(MR. MICHAEL ANTHONY PEART, (PNP),
Manchester, Southern, entered and took
his seat.)

(THE MOST HON. PORTIA LUCRETIA
SIMPSON MILLER, (PNP), St. Andrew,
South Westernl.eader of the Opposition,
entered and took her seat.)

FLOODING/SOUTHWEST ST.
CATHERINE

Mr. WARMINGTON: Mr. Speaker, |

beg to give notice that at the next meeting of
theHouse | will move the following motions:

WHEREAS sections of South West
St. Catherine are subject to constant
flooding;

AND WHEREAS the main areas
affected are Old Harbour Bay, Big Pond,
Panton Street, Nightingale Grove, Bushy
Park, Hartlands, Windsor Avenue,
Windsor Road and Duncans Pen Road;

AND WHEREAS one of the causes of
these floodings is the lack of adequate
maintenance of the drainage system
throughout the constituency;

(MR. FITZ ARTHUR JACKSON (PNP), St.
Catheine, Southern, entered and took his
seat.)

(MR. ROBERTDIXON PICKERSGILL,

(PNP), St. Catherine, North Western,
entered and took his seat.)

AND WHEREAS the natural
waterway of the Cdbourne Gully is
compromised and the sizof the outflow
is reduced by the construction of Highway
2000, causing severe flooding of an
historic nature to Nightingale Grove, Five
Acres, Grove Farm and the High House
communities;

AND WHEREAS the McVickers
Gully and Town Gully are similayl
compromised and the sizes of the outflows
reduced by the construction of Highway
2000, causing severe flooding in the
Windsor Avenue, Windsor Road and
Duncans Pen road,;

(Mr. FRANKLYN ROBERTWITTER, (JLP),
St. Elizabeth, South Easterentered and
took his seat.)

AND WHEREAS New Era Homes at
its own expenses constructed an extensive
dyke system along the Gmurne Gully
from the Old Harbour/Spanish Town main
road to the Bushy Park bridge, which has
prevented the corett flooding of the
Vineyard communities:

BE IT RESOLVED that Parliament
calls on this government to take
immediate action to complete the dyke
started by New Era Homes from the
Bushy Park bridge to Salt Island Creek as
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was intended, so as tdlieve the constant
flooding and suffering of the people of
Bushy Park;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the government moves with great urgency
to correct and eliminate the flooding that
constantly affects Big Pond, Old Harbour
Bay, Panton Street andaHlands;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the government takes the necessary
actions to have developers of Highway
2000, Bouygues, T P rectify the situation
created by them, that is causing the
flooding at Nightingale Grove and
surrounding commmities and the
communities of Windsor Avenue,
Windsor and Duncans Pen roads.

Mr . Speaker, | 61 I fur
WHEREAS the road infrastructure in
most of the housing schemes in Jamaica

are in deplorable conditions; (Applause)

AND WHEREAS these rais
continue to deteriorate without
maintenance by government;

AND WHEREAS some of these
housing developments are in existence for
over forty to fifty years;

AND WHEREAS successive
governments at th€entral and thd.ocal
levels have refused toassume full
responsibility for these infrastructure;

AND WHEREAS such actions by
government result in severe difficulty and
suffering for Jamaicans living in these
housing schemes;

AND WHEREAS these residents are
taxpayers, most of whom are podess
fortunate Jamaicans:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Parliament calls on the government to
immediately assume full responsibility for
all road infrastructures in housing schemes
(Applause) throughout Jamaica and
commence the repairs and rehahilon
needed to bring all these roads to proper
and useable condition;

Mrs. NEITA -HEADLEY: Yes, yes$
Mr. WARMINGTON:

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that in all future developments a condition
for developmental approval is that at the
time of issiance of the first ti¢é to a
homeowner, the titles to all road
infrastructure and common areas be
transferred to the local government,
Kingston anu &Gtv Andrew Corporation or
any other local authority, includingut
notlimited to the National Work
Agency, in order that such entity can
exercise the right of ownership inclusive
of maintenance. (Applause)

Dr. DAVIES: You have another one?

RE: PARLIAMENTARY DRESS CODE

Mr. WARMINGTON: Mr . Speake

further move:

WHEREAS Parliament Isarelied on
the 23rd Edition of Erskim May's
Parliamentary Practice for guidance on
Parliamentary Dress Code;

AND WHEREAS the Jamaican
Parliament has never taken an official
position on the Parliamentary Dress Code
and has instead relied on theling of
Speakers of the day for its interpretation;
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AND WHEREAS the ruling of
individual Speakers are open to different
interpretations:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House mandates the Standing
Committee of Parliament to study the
issue of Parliamentary Dress Code and
submit a comprehensive recommendation
to Parliament for adoption. (Applause)
MEMBERS: Hear, hedr

Mr .

RE: ELECTION MARK/MARKERS
Mr. WARMINGTON: Mr .
further move:

WHEREAS section 35 subsection (3)
of the Representation of the People Act
states t hat it he
enter the enclosed area of the polling
centre so provided and there make a cross
with a black lead pencil within the space
containing the name of the candidate of
his chot e 0 ;

AND WHEREAS there are other
implements other than a black lead pencil
that can also effect such mark for the
candidate of one's choice;

AND WHEREAS there are other
marks other than a cross that an elector
may make in the place containingeth
name of the candidate of one's choice:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House take the necessary
action to have the appropriate
amendments done to section 35 subsection
(3) of the Representation of the People
Act to provi detthatanat
elector finds appropriate or convenient to
use to make the required mark shall be
| awful o;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that further amendment be made to the
said section 35 subsection (3) of the
Representation of the People Act to make
any mark placed on a ballot by an elector
in the place containing the name of the
candidate of his choice shall be valid and
not limited to a cross.

RE: ELECTION AGENTS
Speaker, I 61 1
WHEREAS section 41A subsection

Sp e aker(l) oflthe | Reprentation of the People

Act specifies that
election shall appoint such persons as he
thinks fit to be an outdoor agent and shall

by him aCertificate ofAppointment in the
prescribed fan specifying the polling
station in respect of which the agent is
appointedo;

AND WHEREAS in many cases
Returning  Officers, Election Day
Workers, Auxiliary or One Day Police and
members of the security forces have
prevented these said agents from
effectively carrying out the functions for
which they were appointed;

AND WHEREAS the reason given is
that these agents cannot be on the
compound where the poll is being
conducted and in other cases that these
agents must be hundreds of metersyawa
from the polling stations;

AND WHEREAS section 77 (1) of

i thenRepresantptioreomtbenPeople Act does

not apply to Outdoor Agents;
AND WHEREAS section 41A
subsection (3) of the Representation of the

furt

i

e | dssue torany suthautdoor afjemtrappbinted t
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People Act specifies the distance of the
Outdoor Agent to be not less than twenty
yards from the polling station;

AND WHEREAS no agent can carry
out the function for which he or she was
appointed being such distance from where
polling is being conducted:

BE IT RESOLVED that section 41A
subsection (1) of the Representation of the
People Act be amended to allow the
persons appointed by a candidate as his
agent to be within the precincts and closer
than the 20 yards to the polling station as
specified.

(Applause)
MEMBERS: Hear, leat

RE: BALLOT PAPER COUNTERFOIL
REMOVAL ETC.
Mr. WARMINGTON: Mr. Speaker, |
will further move:

WHEREAS section 43 subsection (3)
of the Representation of the People Act
states, i f in the
votes any ballot paper is founditiv the
counterfoil still attached thereto, the
Presiding  Officer shall (carefully
concealing the numbers thereon from all
persons present and without examining
them himself) remove and destroy such
counterfoil he shall not reject the ballot
merely by reason of his former failure to
remove the counterfoi

BE IT RESOLVED that this section
be amended to add "or that the counterfoil
is removed above or below the perforated
lines".

MEMBERS: Hear, hedr
Mr. WARMINGTON:
will further move...

Mr. Speaker, |

cour s ATIONALIEYou nt i
| will further move:

MEMBERS: What, more! What!

RE: POLLING TIMES
Mr. WARMINGTON:

WHEREAS section 33 of the
Representation of the People Act specifies
that the poll shall be taken in each polling
station between the hours &fven o'clock
in the formoon andFive in the afternoon;

AND WHEREAS there are many
changes to the circumstances which
influenced the setting of the time for
polling;

AND WHEREAS we are now in an
electronic age:

BE IT RESOLVED that section 33 of
the Representation dhe People Act be
amended allowing the time for polling on
an election day to be between the hours of
Six o'clock in the forenoon an8even in
the afternoon. (Applause)

RE:

ELECTORAL COMMI SS

ng tfF

WHEREAS section3 subsection (1)
subsubsection (a) of the First Schedule of
the Electoral Commission (Interim) Act,
2006 specifies that a Commissioner must
be a Jamaican resident in Jamaica;

AND WHEREAS at least one member
of the present Electoral Commissiomist
d Jamaican resident in Jamaica, by being a
resident of Barbados for the past seven to
eight years and has most recently moved
his residence to the Bahamas:

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House exercise its prerogative
as set out in sectin4 subsection (5) sub
subsection (b) of the First Schedule of the
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Electoral Commission (Interim) Act, 2006

and remove this and any other individual
as member or members of the Electoral
Commission of Jamaica. (Applause)

who have to work long hours doing
extensive researches, trials, among other
duties;

AND WHEREAS those persons wh
serve on other Government Commissions,
RE: EMOLUMENTS OF ELECTORAL for example, the Police Service

COMMISSIONERS Commission, or the Civil Service
Mr. Speaker, | will further move: Commission, among others, do not receive
WHEREAS Section 7, subsection (2) as generous a package as those serving on

of the First Schedule of the Electoral
Commission (Interim) Act 2006 provides
for members of the Electoral Commission
to be paid emoluments equal to that of
Puisne Jugdes;

AND WHEREAS Parliament
amended this provision, provides an
emolument for the Chairman of the
Electoral Commission equal to that of a
Senior Puisne Judge;

AND WHEREAS the Commissioners
have established a most generous pension,
gratuities ad Retirement Benefit Scheme
for themselves, because of Section 10,
subsection (1) of the Electoral
Commission (Interim) Act of 2006;

AND WHEREAS  Section 7,
subsection (2) of the First Schedule of the
Electoral Commission (Interim) Act 2006
was forCommissioners to be employed on
a full time basis;

AND WHEREAS the Commissioners
meet only on a patime basis averaging
four hours per month, and when there are

the Electoral Commission;

AND WHEREAS there are many
unfortunate Jamaicans who have to work
up to 70 hours a week at minimum wage
just to meet the basic needs of their
families while others are living in abject
poverty.

BE IT RESOLVED that this
Honourable House amend the Electoral

Commission (Interim) At 2006, by
deleting Section 10, subsection (1),
Section 7, subsection (2), Section 3,

subsection (3), and Section 4nd Section
7, subsection (4) of the First Schedule of
the said Act 2006;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the emoluments to beaid to the
Commissioners be commensurate with the
parttime jobs they now perform and in
line with that paid to members of other
Government Commissions, and members
serving on Government Boards.

Thank you.
The SPEAKER: Thank vyou, Mr.

no elections or enumeration, they do not Warmington.

meet for up to three months;
AND WHEREAS the task being

(Sotto voceomments)

provided by the Commissioners can in no MOTIONS RELATING TO SITTINGS OF

way compare to that being performed by
Puisne Judges or Senior Puisne Judges

THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER: Yes, Reverend

Thwaites.
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Rev. THWAITES: Mr. Speaker...
The SPEAKER: Yes...

At Public Business, we will be hearing
from the Minister of Transport and Works.

Rev. THWAITES: Will the Speaker be The SPEXKER:He i s first,
able to say what is the state of the proposed Mr. HOLNESS: And t hen afte
amendments to th&tanding Orders of the we are not forgetting, Mr. Speaker, but, | plan
House which have been approved by theto introduce specially, the Member from North
legislature for several months now, and which East St. Catherine when her time comes to
appear to have disappeared? present.

The SPEAKER: No, no, Reverend The SPEAKER: Okay.
Thwaites, the matter having been approved,Michael Henry.
the matter is now before the Parliamentary Mr. HENRY : Mr .
Draftsman to provide us with some The SPEAKER: Mr .
preliminary draft for us to approve. And as
soon as that is done we will be calling a BUDGET DEBATES (Continue)
meeting of the Standing Orders Committee. Mr. HENRY : | would like to apologize to

Rev. THWAITES: Is there a timeframe a number of persons whom | have invited here
for that, Mr. Speaker, having regard to the factfrom the different agencies, and who are now
that the Standing Orders Committee essayedtaking their seats due to space in Gatlery.
this issue from the early inception of this And it would be, not in keeping with my style
House, and we are nearing the final fifth of if | didn't wait to see the most beautiful person
our term. And at the present pace, | am notin my life sitting across from me there. And |
being pessimistic t o novscarybegih myaspeech. t wonot

q

Honourable

Speaker é
Henryé

b

finished. And it is severely affecting, Mr.
Speker, the operation of the House, and
particularly the discretion and privileges of the
backbenchers?

The SPEAKER: Reverend Thwaites, |
will ask the Clerk to let us have some
indication for tomorrow's sitting as to when
we can get these drafts.

Rev. THWAITES: Much obliged, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Very well, Reverend
Thwaites.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
The SPEAKER: House Leader.
Mr. HOLNESS: Thank vyou,
Speaker.

Mr.

Mr. SPENCER: Who is that?

Mr. HENRY : Mrs. Dawn Henry.

(Applause/Laughter)

Mr. SPENCER: From South East
Clarendon.

The SPEAKER: Mr. Henry, before you
continue, may | just welcome the Members of
your staff, and also the persons in the
Ministry of Transport, the Permanent
Secretary. And certainly, | saw your dear wife.
| hope she ign the... she is here. Welcome to
you all, to the sitting of Parliament. Sorry that
accommodation was not available before, but |
hope that all the members from your Ministry
can now be accommodated.

Yes, Mr. Henry.
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Mr. HENRY : Thank you very much, Mr  success which is far removed from lackluster
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, in opening my results that were pretty much the norm before
opening remarks, which we will go through, this Government.
we will be circulating something called A MEMBER : Hear, hedr
Generating Growth and Productive Job Mr. HENRY : It speaks to the level of
Opportunities, fulfilling the commitments motivation and inspiration that have been

made. generated all around in a concerteffort to
(Applause) simply get the right things done.
A MEMBER : Hear, hedr Appreciation must be extended to the

Mr. HENRY : And this will be circulated. Permanent Secretarf)R. HALES, the Chief
And to show that | am not afraid of colours, | Technical Director and other team leaders,
put it in red, yellow, with limited green to including the retired Principal Finance Officer,
show the unity of purpose in achieving what ALTIUS WILLIAMS, my recently departed

we want. Executive Administrator, MRS. MINERVA
(Laughterotto voce&omments) CoOKE, and the general staff of the Ministry
Mr. SPENCER: Multimodal. for their continued support.
Mr. HENRY: Mr. Speake after To the Heads of the Agencies and the

threeanda-half years at the helm of the applicable entities, their team members, the
Transport and Works Ministry, | am happy to Board Chairmen, and Members, | thank you
be now reaping the levels of success that werall again for youinvaluable service.
envisioned from the start, which took Very warm appreciation is in no doubt as |
creativity, grit and determination to open, to my wife, Dawn, and the rest of my
accomplish. With strategic applicatitbacked  family, along with my immediate support staff
by indepth analysis of the inherited positions, for this dedicated input.
coupled with a national responsibility that | must again express appreciation to the
comes with effective political transformation, Prime Minister for his continuecbnfidence in
a lot has been realized, all in the best interesime in the portfolio areas that | hold, and my
of the country. These, | will outline later, Cabinet colleagues for their support and
along with thecontinuing challenges. advice.

It has certainly taken a lot of very hard Thanks also to you, Mr. Speaker, for your
work to deliver so much so far, with very continued assistance.
much more to come, all for the betterment of
the country and Jamaicans at large. For this (HON. ORETTE BRUCE GOLDING, (JLP),

very big effort, 1 must acknowledge the Prime Minister, Member of Parliament,
support of my arious teams over the last few West Kingston entered and took his seat.
years. Of critical importance has been the As wusual, | wish to extend special

support of input of the leadership and generalgratitude to Central Clarendon, the
staff of the Ministry, the agencies and entities constituency | have the honour of representing
within the portfolio arena. Their collective in this Honourable House. Thanks to my
energies have taken us to this pointedative constituents for their understanding and trust,



135
THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

especiallywhen my ministerial duties take me the period, and creating a dialysis centre
away from them for longer periods than they which will commence very shortly on the site
might have been accustomed to when we hadf the May Pen Hospital with the support of
eighteeranda-half years in the wilderness the land being made available with funds
without much support from Government. raised overseas, not costing a penny to the
Special respect to my councillors/caretakers,Government, to develop an ovénatogramme
and Cancillor, MELVIN JONES TREVOR  for servicing the country; a community music
MoORRIS Sadly, INLY BLAKE is not well. studio which has already produced top line
GARY DOUGLAS, the constituency executive, artistes, so far, and continued progress which
including SHARON MORGAN, the secretary, will be announced further on thélERB
constituency workers, PD Captains, Indoor MCKENLEY Stadium.

Agents. All of that came out of a sustained

And to theHumble Lion Football Team programme of deelopment at the
which had a roky season, but managed to constituency level, much like what is being
remain in thePremier League and will move demonstrated in the development of the
from strength to strength. Ministry portfolio that | hold.

After threeanda-half years, | am happy

(HON. AUDLEY HFITz ALBERT SHAW, with the outcome and the positive outlook that

(JLP), Manchester North  Eastern, has been taken, with respect te thusiness of

Minister of Finance and the Public Service public administration. These successes have

entered and took his séat been achieved through highly focused efforts,

The team has bepw a source of centred around attracting private sector
inspiration for the people of May Pen where investment, embracing global success stories
the potential success through cooperation andand best practices, and resuscitating discarded
determination has clearly demonstrated howState assets. Cigally in the mix too, have
important this world of soccer is. But, more been our efforts to attract significant
importantly, Mr. Speaker, it employs it development assistance for the country's
provides employmenbf 120 persons. public infrastructure.

Likewise, | have the pleasure of a Guided by 13-5-7, the country has begun
comprehensive Basic School Education to reap the fruits of the Ministry's efforts with
Support programme from my CDF which many major successes emergirgeluding
involves 29 institutions. That feeds into the some which have defied the logics of
primary, which then feeds on into the longtime propaganda.
secondary, which feeds on to hopefully, A MEMBER : Hear, hedr
moving toward zoning schools to reduce the
way of the distance children have to travel. PANAMA CANAL EXPANSION

There is a plan for a dialysis centre of Mr. HENRY : Years five and beyond will
excellence for which | owe all my help to the coincide with 2014; 2014 is the opening of the
Minister beside me. The dialysis centre will be expanded Panama Canal and its huge transport
an investment of nearly US$200 Millicover  possililities. Hence, the period up to this,
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critically represents the time available to foster much of which were inherited as proposed
the development of our infrastructure to scrap metal, a clear twaronged approach had
capitalize on the Panama development. | amto be taken towards rebuilding the company's
therefore  simply  acknowledging the fleet. Hence, over the lasvo years there has
achievements while moving apace with the been a steady stream of new buses that have
progranme of work ahead. been acquired for the company under special
My presentation today is simply about the arrangements with Belgium. That meant not
facts surrounding the successes of what was ironly  upgrading the service to general- air
the pipeline and what works. Mr. Speaker, it's conditioning comfort as a means of raising the
not about PNP and JLP bantering. The factsdignity of public transportation, but also
are very strong. They should be presentedintroducing the first phase of the
simply ard clearly so that all can see and implementation of the Colo«€oding
judge for themselves what level of Programme that has been developed by the
management has been at work on behalf of theministry, to bring more order to the sector.
people. This is within the context of good, Hence, Mr. Speaker, as yellow as the sun, the

participatory and consensosiented  future shines in &lof the JUTC buses on the
governance providing fulfiiment with due road.
regard for accountdhy, transparency, public But buying new buses to bring back the

responsiveness, efficiency, equitability and JUTC fleet to the 700 units it once had was an
inclusiveness of the people within the ambit of extremely challenging proposition. The cost
the laws of the land. involved was simply too much to be supported
Simplicity and clarity is what | am about amidst the challenges of the ongoing global
this afternoon. Not subdued in any way by economic recession. So what did we do? We
any personal attks being directed at my simply went back to the drawing board to see
integrity but more mellow, mellow on the job how we could resurrect buses, from the decay,
in delivering on the mandate from the Prime that were left behind by our predecessors.
Minister. This comes automatically from the (Sotto voce remarks by Opposition
success that is being realized from the goodMember)
old combination of very hard and purposeful Mr. HENRY: Definitely. Not onlythe
work canplemented by creativity and a vision acquisition of hundreds of new aonditioned
of a new Jamaica. buses to convey average Jamaicans, we need
In terms of that creativity, | waste no time to understand and appreciate that the future
pointing to examples of what as a governmentshould not be centred around sweaty, -sub
we have been able to achieve. We are notstandard transportation. The Government also
even on the drawing board of the previousfought to find means of getignmore units of
administration. the same standards without the prohibitive
overall costs to requip the JUTC to its
JUTC desired fleet complement. The answer, after
Take the JUTC as a case in point. With intense assessment scrutiny and testing of the
hundreds of oubf-service buses in the fleet, various options, has been the Brazilian
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rehabilitation model. His was successfully given a location in the Transport Centre for
piloted in the country and now scheduled to bethem to repair shoes, for them to be brought
implemented in the PetroCaribe funding of into the fore. These were g@ae who were left

US$35 million on an expanded basis right herearound the Clock Tower. You could have
in Jamaica. And | want to congratulate the seen them before; and all six of them have
CEO and the Board of the JUTC for this locations in the centre of the busecause

foresight. (Applause) nowhere in the world do you go to a transport

The Brazilians are to come and bring more centre you don't find a locksmith and a
of our once discarded buses to a stateshoemaker to deal with ¢himmediacy of it.
comparable to the new ones. Air conditioning And | am happy to welcome this in relation to
units under a programme that will gradually these six persongApplause)
transfer the very important technology Poverty is not to be spoken about. It must
involved to local personnel so thatitiatives  be that you lift the person. Because to be poor
can be continued perennially by Jamaicans inreally is not a sin. It's more a result of an
Jamaica. This is what management is alleconomic develoment need. It's more a
about, willing to find solutions, having the grit relationship to historically where you come
and determination to bring these solutions tofrom and how you get there. It's more against
the fore. Oh, and there is a minor fact thatyou looking at when the Busha Master sent
each thoroughly ghabilitated bus with air you to go and look for thEreeVillage, rather
conditioning capacity and all will cost about than building you up equally to recognize
onethird of cost of a new unit, although both what youare.
will have virtually the same economic life
span. RAILWAY (JRC)

The initiative is poised to revolutionize Mr. Speaker, over at the Jamaica Railway
heavyduty automobile rehabilitation in Corporation the passenger train service has
Janaica, where old units can be brought backbeen out of business for almost two decades.
to almost new, and hence generatingEverybody who has been in charge of the
significant job opportunities for technicians in ministry before said they tried and | will
the various autoefurbishing disciplines. have more toay on that, and eventually gave

And Mr. Speaker, we always hear talk their best shot at this regard, but that all came
about poverty and what poverty means.to nought until someone began to get some
Powerty must be responded to with actual straight answers from the volume of JRC
actions that show how you lift the person out assets across the country. And realize that with
of the poverty level to achieving. It must also the existing budgetary constraints and the
be dealt with under the basis of opportunitiesanswer to the intense public desires for the
given in reviving issues. resuscitation of the passenger rail service, laid

So, Mr. Speaker, it would be remissofme mor e i n |l everaging th
not to bring to the attention today@bserver  asset base of well over $1 Billion that was left
"A dying breed of artisans get new lease of to lie and rot in the dump heaps of the areas
life". This is where shoe repairers have beenaround the railway. Agaij intense vision and
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creativity were employed in terms of the using realistically taken. | will return to this very
and | everaging the Camatproffvarmamfeldiater. as s et bas
And on April 16 the first big sign of things to Other major successes. Having forcefully
come was unfolded and even earned theand creatively brought the relevance e3-5-
approval of the Opposition, quite surprisingly, 7 to the fore, it's becoming increasingly
of cour®, related to, not recognize transport is significant how many major national successes
multimodal, integrated, not conflict one with have been realized within the Transport and
the other. Works portfolio.  Additionally as planned,
(Sotto voceemarks) there is so much more to come on stream to
Mr. HENRY: Of course, only a relatively help justify the right decisions at théght
few of us Jamaicans got in on the amazingtime.
train ride then. But before the end of the In keeping with my t
summer we should all have the option basedgr owt h and producti ve
on the success of the recent test run. And lattracting investments to deliver on the

will say more about the railway later. commitments made, | will be focused on the
major initiatives, accomplishments, challenges
VERNAMFIELD and projections instéaof going into great

The same picture of abandonment of details on agency reports and so on. These
national assets also applies to Vernamfield,will be made available in a separate
where the robust airstrips aather important  publication to be tabled in Parliament for the
logistical components were allowed to remain Sectoral Debate, anfbr any member of the
idle for far too long when the global media who requires greater clarity in any area
transportation sector has been busy positioninghat is mentioad today.
for the opportunities to come with the | will give an update on some of the
expanded Panama Canal. longer term initiatives while visiting some of

In seeking to develop Jamaica's overall the challenges that continue to be with us,
transport policy along the lines of the model such as inadequate funding and the influence
which Singapore used to revolutionize its of some element of irresponsible opposition
transport sector, | have been forging the politicking. From this werall picture the
necessary linkages to effectively drive the country will know and can judge the
model locally. And | have news for all who stewardship of the ministry and, by extension,
care to hear. Mr. Speaker, | will say mmre  the Government, which has noticeably gone
on the subject as | will deal with it later, the into top gear in fulfilling the commitments that
opportunities that will be created by it. were made to the country in our manifesto.

Mr. Speaker, let me however remind
Jamaicans. There is an ocean of difference PORT AUTHORITY/KINGSTON
bet ween t he phil os op hWATERBRONT/TRANSHKIBMESIH
i mpossi bl ed, whi c h k was Mrr &paattdr, lay yowa kh@wp t peedent o ¢
then to &émission i s the basis dof the feur elementsTohtravel. |iwid
approach that | have consistently but now move to the sea, the port of Kingston.
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And in doing so | want to pay my respect to delivery by 2014. Approximately half of this
the CEO, Mr. Hylton, for all the work théte = amount will be in the category of 10,000 plus
has done on the Port Authority and bringing it TEUs. By 2014 there will be 149 ultra large
to the point where it is todagApplause) container caiers on the seas compared with
The Kingston Transhipment Port is the only 39 in operation worldwide today. These
third largest port in this region and is rated ships will certainly have a tremendous impact
64th in the world and is on an unprecedentedon world trade and ports. What is quite
growth path as of tad). The Panama Canal is evident is that only a few ports will be able to
being expanded to accommodate melggs accommodate these mega ships. Fortunately
vessels. The expansion is expected to belamaica will beone by vision and by plan.
completed by2014. On the completion of (Applause)
this expansion, world trade and world shipping Mr. Speaker, do | need to remind us, the
will change dramatically. Already we have Zim Antwerp already come here, made three

seen the changegradually taking place, for cal | s . Still doesnoét

example, the ordering of larger vessels. Therecognized by many of us that the Zim
large international shipping lines are seeking aAntwerp has to come hergia the Cape of
home that is capable of serving the new megaGood Hope. It cannot come through the
vessels and this, Mr. Speaker, is by 2014 Panama Canal. Indeed, it cannot go into the
| have instructed the Port Authority to harbour of New York because of its size. |
ensue that the development plans for the Porthope it gives us the magnitude of where our
of Kingston facilitate the necessary vision should be, and equally speaks to the
infrastructure. This will include dredging of magnitwde of the vision we had, which was
the port, development of increased berthingdestroyed by bad planning.
facilities and the necessary infrastructure to  Government MEMBER:  Bobby man,
support these developments, includinige Bobby!
installation of the most modern cargo handling Mr. HENRY: Based on these changes in
equipment and support technology. Our the shipping landscape, it is anticipated that
vision is for the next five years, but beginning the shipping service patterns will be

now to achieve it. restructured with greater emm@i® on
The Port Authority will be focusing on transshipment.
three critical business drivers which will have I believe that ul ti

a signifcant impact on the port's business, five to six (6) global hub ports, where mega
strategies for future operations. These are thecontainer carriers will call as a part of the
era of megaontainer ships, the expansion of equatorial roundhe-world group. One of the
the Panama Canal and the realignment of tradénubs will be in our region. That hub will be
routes. there b serve the US East Coast, Central and
Mr. Speaker, this era of mega ships is oneSouth America, the Gulf of Mexico and the
that we need to clearlynderstand. The total Caribbean and by extension the Far East.
bookings for new container ships reflected aBecause, may | remind us that China now
total of $4 Million TEUs scheduled for takes four and a half days to move goods

m
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across China from one border to the other. = The Ports of the US East Coast as well as
Four anda half days lost in reaching the the US Gulf Ports ares likely to benefit

worl dés mar ket c a n n o tfrorb the eapfarfsionrofitlee dCanal,rbut iy inat, ¢
of instant responsiveness, and we must capturas | earlier said, be able to handle the mega
that right here in Jamaica. ships. Presently, several East Coast and Gulf

(Applause) Ports are draft restricted and are struggling to

So, | am pleased to announce, Mr. handle 8,000 TEU units.

Speaker, that under the corporatization model  Thus as | said eder, in order to ensure
which we have modked Development Plan  that the Port of Kingston is fully equipped to
on, where we have the land, where we havehandle these mega containers, dredging of the
the facilities, where we have the labour, the channel and turning basin to approximately 17
Port Authorities right now as | speak, in joint metres will be done by 2014; Expanding the
venture discussion, where we make FortPort into Fort Augusta to provide additional
Augusta available, we make the Port availableberthing for 1500 metres; developing yard
andthe investment is coming, not as a loan butspace of 70 hectares or 173 acres and
an investment in the Port of Jamaica. developing the  valuadded logistic

(Applause) capabilities.

And thatodés not happeni MrgSpeakermoammathe. House Brid du,6 s
happening as of lunch time today, and will be | speak not of promise but of fulfilment and
completed very shortly for the 2012 bloom to implementation; and nothing | am discussing
really face them as they apeup their here is not getting ready to be signed.

windows to look on a bright, new Jamaica that ~ Within the International  Shipping

is out there waiting for the world. Industry, Drewry Shipping Consultants of the

The realignment of trade routes. Sixty UK are forecasting that there will be an
percent of the realignment of trade routesaverage growth of 7% to 8%er annum
serving North America markets are cargo globally, and they have said that Jamaica can
destined for the US Coast and Midwest. share in thé growth.

Traditionally, most of these cargoes have However, it is expected that there will be
been offloaded at ports on the West Coast, significant regional variations in demand
mainly Los Angeles and Long Beach. patterns. The Far East, South East Asia and
Shipping experts are of the view, that upon the Indian suContinent, the Middle East and
completion of the Panama Canal expansion, aAfrica will be recovering the fastest. Northern
large portion of this cargo which is now Europe and North Anmeca will be recovering
transported overland to the East Coast and thdater. It is expected that transshipment
Midwest, will no longer be shipped to the volumes will grow in all regions.

West Coast ports due to several factors, Based on these projections, Mr. Speaker,
congestion, inefficiencies and  higher we estimate that by 2020, the Port of Kingston
transportation costs. will grow from its present 1.Rlillion TEUs
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per annumto approxinately Five Million
TEUsper annum Mr . Speaker
that és j obs, t hat 6s

(Applause by Government Members)

The SPEAKER: ( Gavel s)
time for speaking has expired.

Mr. GALLIMORE: Mr. Speaker, | move
t hat t h e tindibe iextended forsa
period long enough to complete his
presentation.

The SPEAKER: Members, the motion

before the House is for the suspension of

Standing Orders to allow sufficient time for
the Member to complete his presentation.

Put to the House amagreed to.

The SPEAKER: Minister Henry.

Mr. HENRY: So now t hat i
now and not tomorrow, you will be pleased to

appoximately 2,000 people. Every single
port worker,tMd. Speaker,aswrown in the area

6 d & theeworddpfrverk, every single port worker

that is employed will provide indirect benefit

T h eto fivd peapls, tmaltiply 8,000 by five, 10,000

people will arrive at the pructive level.

Mr. Speaker, | talk of fulfillment not
promise. During the shift in cargo throughout
the World Trade, Jamaica must position itself
to be the major player in the development of a
multi-modal cargo by air, land and sea.

(Applause by Governemt Members)

One has already started in Phase |,
development of the Tinsonwhich will start-
with an immediate development of the Tinson
Logistic Centre, which is expected to link with
Yehamfidida pPene develogment and will
complete the mukimodal traisport

note that the Port Authority is in the process of ...(Inaudible)....(Applause)

renegotiating contracts and
contracts wi th tdiges e
shipping lines, with combined projected
volumes ofThreeMillion TEUs for this region
between 2014 and 2028nd as | said earlier,
this will include joint venture of partnerships
that will involve the shipping lines committing
to major investments the Port of Kingston.
Not borrowed funds, investment that follows;
what the Ministry of Finance has achieved.

(Applause)

Government MEMBER:
Pickersgill!

Mr. HENRY: And | am happy to report

You hear,

negotiating

of t CREISEBHIPRINGG s I

Indeed, | turn to the cruise shipping
industry. For the last fiscal year the cruise
shipping industry has been seeing significant
growth. Nine point six pecent increase in
passenger arrivals.

Mr. Speaker, historical Falmouth Cruise
Ship Port is a reality. Historic Falmouth
Cruise Ship Port has accepted the first ship on
February 17, 2011. It was officially opened
by the Honourable Prime Minister on March
22, 2011. It has demonstrated our abitiby
provide worldclass infrastructure, and already

t hat a country that thia is negarded asehe prentiet cyuisevfacildyiint e
with any ships at all, just signed yesterday.the region, and is considered among the best in
The Korean Government has signed to beginthe world. And again, | want to congratulate
sending ships to the Port on the 7th of Junethe Port Authority. (Applause)
this year. Happening now. (Applause) The most | could do for # historic

Our projection for this period will result in  statement of our number ofERO MARCUS

an increase in the labour force by GARVEY, is promising that there will be more



142
THE HONOURABLE HOUS E OF REPRESENTATIVES

than 16 miles of Black Star Liners coming in work in progress. There is a great deal more

the Harbour, but | could only bring the first to be developed. There is at least another 60

ship with 16 storeys high into Falmouth where acres to bedeveloped in a new, new thrust.

the first slaves arrivee (Applause) There is at least One Hundred Million more to
The historic Falmouth Cruise Ship Port be spent by Royal Caribbean. That is their

was specifically developed to facilitate the investment portion which now starts.

larger cruise ships, not unlike the mega So one hundred million more is to be

containers which | am speaking about. injected in building the landside facilities,
Wh e n Royal Oasis iofbthee awhiéhsmusilow into the economy and which
Sed made its i nauyiisr athe conamunities nmfusi tetcognizes ig impdmortant

sister s hi pAlldreacs the Seas e ktg thet.hAs youiiwould know yourself, Madam
which | understand is only five centimeters Speaker.

longer than théasis each vessel reported in (Sotto voceomments)

excess of 6,000 passengers and 2,000 crew And | therefore appeal that we treat our
members arriving in Jamaica. visitors. It will be noted that | do not use the

| am pleased to report that since theword tourisn very often, | use Vvisitor.
opening, we have received over 100,000Because you see, my experience of life in
cruise passengers to date in FalmouthJamai ca t hat every Jan

(Applause) visitor a comeb6. And

The phenomenal number of passengersinyou treat a visitor wi
such a short time is a testimony thatthe best chair. You place it in the best
international cruise lines have acceptedwindow, and you make sure they are
Falmouth as a leading cruise ship call. welcomed.

Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines have | think traditionally, a tourist is someone
reported that the integration of the town of who we think came along with cameras, sat on
Falmouth- but just like the shoemakers, we the beach, photographed us, left and was gone
have integrated into the Transport Centre, weand should be harassed. | am asking us to
must integrate the communities, not talk treat them as visitors. Welcome theas
about poverty, make the reality of how you visitors, integrate them into your lifestyle,
resove poverty by planning....(Inaudible) expose your culture in yourself and let them
(Applause) know that when the Indians were roaming the

We must not continue to cater to the plains of New York, we had secondary
lowest common denominator, which is the education and we had a train service.
hallmark of the previous Government. We (Applause)
must take it to a level where the vision of the The Falmouth development hareated a
people reach forward and they can graowda positive change in the economic landscape of
participate in it with honesty and with the town and its wider environments. It has
integrity. (Applause) created shotterm employment  for

And | say that to appeal to them, to the approximately 500 persons and is projected to
communities at large, because Falmouth is acreate longerm employment for 1000
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persons. This employment opportunityllw The reminders: The upward movement in
include our tour guides and operators, as wellcrude oil prices; the volcanic eruption in
as attraction and transportation workers. Iceland in 2010 April; the downaizing of Air
Already, investments are taking place in the Jamaica; the impending and eventual
attraction business in and around Falmouth. divestment of Air Jamaica to Caribbean
Agai n, t he Port A uAirlmesy and thed56% irtcreasamn theitdh
worked very hard, and | thankdim whole Air Passenger Duty, effective 2010.
heartedly for the work they have done on the NMIA Report :
cruise ship. And let me point out that the A wholly-owned subsidiary of AAJ was
Montego Bay and Ocho Rios Cruise Ship established in 2003 to operate the Norman
Ports have received benefits equally from theManley Airport under a 3§ear Concession
Falmouth, but they are now poised to return toAgreement with the AAJ. NMIA is to be
growth.  And this is eviddg by future privatized. | rather the wordorporatizd.
bookings for these ports. And the Port And preparatory work is in progress for its
Authority is working on plans to upgrade the eventual corporatization. They have sought
facilities in Ocho Rios and Montego Bay, achievements with the Capital Development
about which | will be making announcements Programme.
very shortly. (Applause) On completion of that Programme, the
The Port Authority created history by SIA and the MBJ have faced fiscal years
winning mae world travel awards for Jamaica which is focused on the prepticm of a
than any other cruise destination in the world. Master Plan, detailing proposals for the
For six consecutive years, Jamaica has wordevelopment of the airports, including projects
the Caribbeands L e a d beyand t@er scaps provided snt thencade iob n
Award. And for five(5)y ear s, t h eSangsber, 3gdad soncession agreement.
Leading Cruise Destination, and for twaays, The plan identifies and includes
t he Caribbeanbs Leadiinfogpnatom on langls required toi facdieOc h
Rios. And | think they deserve a recognition runway extension and to upgrade as well,

from us for the work they have done. initiatives to meet other regulatory
(Applause) requirements.
I move to Air Transport. | pause, Madam Speaker, because indeed
in the plan for Sangster International Airport
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY and indeed in the plans which | inherited for

During the Fiscal Year ended March 31, Norman Manley, they lefout great elements
2011, the Airports Authoty of Jamaica and of development. The first one is that neither
the operators of Sangster International Airport of them is fully equipped for the movement of
and Norman Manley International Airport cargo at the levels at which it can be
have had to work hard in an attempt to accommodated in the world. Neither was built
mitigate the negative impacts on passengerenough for intransit passengers to move
traffic caused by the global economic through.
recession and other signifidagvents. Mr. MO NTAGUE: True that.
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Mr. HENRY: And therefore, we now Mr. CHARLES: You donot un
have a transcript to speak to them about(Laughter)
realigning, because intransit passengers is A MEMBER: Williamsfield.
what drives an airport. Intransit passengers  Mr. HENRY: So, Madam Speaker, we
have to pay a head count to pass through. Sare going through this aspect of the upgrading
earlier when | mentiordeabout the British tax of the Arrivals Forecourt, including the

and we | ooked at He a timmigration Hale 6ahd othen dageass tola n ¢
hopefully, what | &dm sdewlagmemalbothairports Ther ef or e
the whole Sangster International Airport Madam Speaker, significant progress was

Development, we have to be in talk with the made to complete the upgrading of the
30-year Concessionaries and which we haveBoscobel Airport into the lan Fleming
serious causs now to have to sésit that  International Airport which lies in St. Mary
whole agreement. Because, Madam Speakerand not in St. Ann(Applause)
Sangster International Airport can all but be Mr. MONTAGUE: Hear, hedr
extended to take no larger aeroplanes than
what is coming through. IFIA

The same thing for Norman Manley. Both Mr. HENRY: January 2011 has been
of these airports are edéh at or below sea operational as an international facility.
level and have not been configured beyondDevelopment of the IFIA is expected to attract
seven million passengers. Madam Speakerpperators of privatefpwned aircraft,
the passengers that we get at the moment arsignificant numbers to the North Coast

all North American....(Inaudible) When we | want to congratalte the Member of

openup-and | 61 I come t o Pa&lmmant b&hkuseewse sharad intabisanew

issue- we 0 | |rstandntldlae seven million experience at lan Fléng, where we exposed

passengers is a joke. the general population. The young kids who
Mr. MONTAGUE: Hear, hedr want t o aspire, donot
Mr. HENRY: | s a j oke, b secoladoandecar reught feom Japan....

only hadWin World Cup Cricketwhich they Mr. MONTAGUE: Hear,heat

promoted. All we have had from the Far East Mr. HENRY: ...what we call pr@wned
as visitors over the last 10 years is 4,000rather than secoddand. | want them to be
peopk. pilots. | want them to be the ones who own
Madam Speaker, think of the BRIC the airline.(Applause)l want them to be the
countries. Or think of India, China, Pakistan, ones who own the investment(Applause)
Malaysia, Korea, Thailand. If you got zero And youdbve seenungsters p
point zero, point zero, point zero, point zero who entered the plane, and who were able to
five per cent of those people travelling, they s i t behind a plane anc
coul dndt even c¢come h elreiag reminded that there is a Jamaican who
(Inaudible comments by a Government flew the first prop engine around the world all
Member) on his own and therefore realize we not nuh
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seconeclass and fth world country like we (Inaudible comments by Members)

have been led to believg Applause)Madam So, Madam Speaker, as | speak, | speak of

Speaker, (and) i f wedamaidaiFarkEadt. h & wishita Outline nileata n

the planning..i f t hey t hi nk iJanmaisa Far€asnig a Igcallysregistéredrairline

private planes to come in.... company since 2009. It is currently pursuing a
Mr. MONTAGUE: You can say that business plan that utilizes Jamaica as the hub

again. to transport cargo on loA@nge

Mr. HENRY: In Jdy, Madam Speaker, intercontinental flights using the B747 aircraft
Il 6m bringing to this ootofuHortgKgng ontaroinitial @aoute of Blond 0 «
the lan Fleming, the owners of the largest Kong/Madrid,  Kingston/Viracopos (Sao
airline in the world. Now the largest is not Paulo), Madrid/ Hong Kong and reverse. The
Del t a. 't s not S o ut targoWebmought ihtd 6Jamaicao twill Boei t
American-Br i t i sh Ai r way s .transshippédsntoithe Americasr Ghatnis.ready
The largpst airline in the world is owned by for implementation(Applause)
Net Jets with 3,000 planes which are the Madam Speaker, dear to my heart are the
private planes owned by people in the world. plans to fly from Jamaica to Africa with return

Mr. MONTAGUE : They w o U legs asonell. The Air Service Agreement with
understand. Nigeria is finalized. The discussions with

Mr. HENRY: Net Jets,cannot operate South Africa is underway. And in July, | go to
anywhere in Central or South America right sign that Agreement.
now. They are looking for a home in order to GovernmentMEMBERS: We gd
put a plane that hope fMr.l HENRYw e \@Hild the Wandhiear Fart a r
you own planes now by partnership in planes.East operation will utilize the NMIA in
So if you want to fly- i f youodr e Kilnygsntgon2Q . And I ol 1
hours a day you buy a partnership in Net Jets Speaker,when | said earlier that they had
then you bypass the hassles thatall have to  planned the airports wrongly with no cargo,

face. We woul dnobt pthere bsadb punposehim saging that. Bécausee
some of what Bar bad o BadainoSpsakert the plasned freqiandy dof
probably be able to improve on that. movement of just two flights per week at a

So the Net Jets President is coming tocapacity of 100 to 120 tonnes per flight,
have a look to see that. And if one wants toutilizing three B747s within three months of
l'ift the per somwd ghosei pemton, &ilk meanhthatythe demand is larger
who may have to do it- you make more than the a#lift capacity nor the storage
money washing a plane than you do washing acapacity, because you have to leave 20% of
car. And all the planes have to be washedyour cargo on the ground at Norman Manley
because a dirty plane uses more fuel andbecause you cannot lift off the runway,
therefore creates a different impression. Thatbecaise you can only lift off the runway with
is the way you build back yowpeople into a 80% weight. Where was the vision?
growth of someone else. Mr. MONTAGUE: Bobby!
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(Inaudible comments by Government Mr. HENRY: And Hansard records
Members) that.

Mr. HENRY: Where was the planning? Mr. MONTAGUE: And what the people

The process of certification of Jamaica Far advised? What they did at the meeting?
East is currently underay at the JCAA. And, Mr. HENRY: In the same integrated way
Madam Speaker, just to put it all in of approach, Mdam Speaker, is tHéaribbean
perspective. Air Service Agreements have Maritime Institute. When | went into office,
been signed, which is, Open Skies are up tothe Caribbean Maritime Institute enrolled just
freedom rights with Brazil, Burkina Faso, about 200 people. Right now, it has enrolled
Chile, Ethiopia, Ghana, Iceland, India, 1,000 young people for work in the maritime
Kuwait, Nigeria. We are woikg with Liberia  industry. (Applause)All the plans in ithave
and Senegal at the moment. Singaporebeen geared now to increase the number to
Switzerland, South Africa, United Kingdom, 3,000 in the near future, based on the volume
United Arab Emirates, China, Canada, Turkey, of high-end job opportunities in existence
have been all signed....Air Services globally. We have an agreement with
Agreement.(Applause) Singapore to place 1,000 students as we

When | came into office, | said we would graduate them.
have stded Open Skies. | thank my Prime Madam Speaker, of note ighat pretty
Minister for the support. | thank Cabinet for much all the qualified graduates from the
the support. When you implement Open institution over recent years have secured jobs
Skies, your whole vision and movement of in mostly very lucrative positions, including
people increases dramatically as Canada camvithin the very rewarding yachting industry.
attest to, as the United States can attest toThat again speaks to the fulfilment of jobs,
And therefore, in respect of this area, | say to jobs, jobs at &llevels and continues to mean
us, the growth is coming. Because where thethat the Government will continue its

growth is these days prbgdammet ol d i tds i n BRI
We have signed with almost everyone of those  Indeed, we are making now, an agreement
countries here. with Turkey. Thanks to the Consul General,

Mr.  MONTAGUE: What about the ARNOLD FOOTE, we are about to complete a
Heathrow slots? They navieave no vision? marriage of a Turkey University with the
Mr. HENRY: Well, the Heathrow slots, | Caribben Maritime Institute.
advised the former Minister of Finance, they Madam Speaker, | close my green folder.
were valued $300 Million. They cancelled the Green means where we are. | am not afraid of
meetings during a break of Parliament. By the colour now, so | go to red. Red represents the
time | came back the slots had been sold forprogrammes implemented by my colleague

$5 Million. over t here. Because
Mr. MONTAGUE: Oh'! T h at 6aboutwbIP.And | want to make sure | get the
class..... comparatives right. | want to compare apples

Government MEMBER: Th at 6 s v e mwith apptes and pears with pears.

V
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(Inaudible comments by Mr. Montague) congratulated. The Prime Minister created
Mr. ROBERTSON: Chairman Pickersgill  within this House the possibility where every
and Chairman Henry. Committee of the House is chaired by an
Mr. HENRY: Yesterday, someone spoke Opposi ti oné
from across and someone said nine questions Mr. D. PEART: It never happened
werendét answered. Hebefated. dn6t say by whom or
from whom. | checked on the Order Paper. Mr. HENRY: Never happened by me. In
Every question that | have been asked haghe time that | have been here up until now,
been answered. And they are all documentedhis was always done by only one committee,
here. (Applause) the PAC. We reactivated the PAAC which
The only questionto be answered and actually questions your expenditure before you
which will be answered when | present it, make it. (Applause)
Reverend Thwaites, is your question of March Government MEMB ER: Shame on
8. And | donodét | i kethend repeat mysel f. At
age my young wife needs all my energy. Mr. HENRY : The PAAC has had the
(Laughter)(Applause) (Inaudible comments)  Ministry of Transport and the NWA at least
Answers to questiondrom Member of twice right here before them. (Applause) The
Parliament, Fitz Jackson, because they saidPAAC by their own words have said that they
they didndét know ab ouHhavet Hae¢ ap raodg rdanenoe .the RMF.

Mr. MONTAGUE: Yes, dishonest (Applause) Lord judge me. Beside thendon

Mr. HENRY: Brief to the Honourable s | ot . The Ministry of
Minister of Transport on the motion raised by (Cross talks)
Eastern Westmoreland,MR. LUTHER Mr. HENRY: The Mini stry of
BUCHANAN. (Sotto voce comments by

Mr. MONTAGUE: Oh, the clown! Members/laughter)

Mr. HENRY: Answer to question to be Mr. HENRY: They had questions raised
posed in Parliament by Mr. Thwaites, by the Attorney General; the response was
September 14. And | said we have onesubmitted to Cabinet and to Rament at the
unanswered PAC. The Ministry of Finance has tabled

| really leave it to responsible media and Ministry Paper No. 59 outlining how the JDIP
responsible public to talk about who really is funded.
faces he truth and reality, rather than AMEMBER: Candét they rea

obfuscation fopolitical gimmickryrather than Mr. CHARLES: They want the
the reality of the development of the country. programme cancelled.
(Inaudible comments by Mr. Charles) (Sotto voceomments by Members)

You know, Mr. Speaker, | saw something Mr. HENRY: And you are rightthey
here, they haveno6t s pwal#cancélled, andil am doiagetd show due r
a whole new configuration created by our why they want it cancelled. | am going to
Prime Minister for which he should be show you what is the misuse of public funds.
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(Cross talk) When we came into office at that the Prime

Mr. HENRY: Madam Sp e ak e mMjnister callddome inthis office to point out to
want to give you the hardest one first, | am me that that $40Million grant for this area of
going to leave that foanother time. But you which 15% work was done and 90% money
know, we are facing as a Cabinet and aspent, and | had to bring it in on time or we
country to settle a claim by a company call have to pay back the grant.

Pl HL é Mr. CHA RLES: And they lose same way
GovernmentMEMBER: Say it again. with a minister of corruption.
(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Sotto voce&omments by Members)
Mr. HENRY: Is a $10 Hlion claim by Mr. HENRY: Report of political bias in
PI HL é the processing of marl i.e. the trucking of
A MEMBER : Billion. comrades?®6 mar | al ong

Mr. HE NRY: Billion. You know what bypassing good quality marl withirtlose
the report is, coming through the agencies thatproximity of the work.
were involved in that? Over employment, | A MEMBER: Read the marl part again.
wonot cal l t he name oMr. HEMRY: Ic o wrotnrdyt wheaa d
mentioned a large cadre of employees beyonhb ecause sadl yé
the required amount for the project. You know Mr. MONTA GUE: A former Member of
what? Tha was near election time. Parliament you buy the marl from, a PNP
Government MEMBERS: Yeah, mah Member of Parliament.
Mr. HENRY: At one stage they said it A MEMBER: Corruption.
was 1,500 people. You know who they sent Mr. MONTA GUE: Poor quality marl.
there to manage the project? He was rejected Mr. KELLIER : A Point of Order,

in Manchesteré Madam Speaker. The Member is reading from
(Cross talk) a document é.
Mr. HENRY: It is your thinking | am Mr. HENRY : | am going to leave Mount

goingto deal with of how you think. Activites Ros s er é

unrelated to the project, vehicles seen Mr. KELLIER : The Member is reading
transporting voters on Election Day, from a document allegedly that we have no
(Applause) vehicles being openly involved in knowledge of the doecne nt é

election campaign (Applause) and a Mr. HENRY : é | am going to
significant number of vehicles reported stolen. variation on Mount Rosser for the next period,
(Sotto wcecomments by Members) because what | am goin
A MEMBER: Corruption, that is what Mr. KELLIER: Point of Order, Point of
you call corruption. Order é
(Sotto voceomments by Members) (Sotto voceomments by Member)
Mr. HENRY: Procurement of material, it Mr. KELLIER : Tell him fi sit down.

is not my report, you know, it is the people The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister,
who give the grant, a grant, you know, a grant. there is a point of order. What is your point of
order?
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Mr. KELLIER : Madam Speaker, the (Sotto voceomments by Members)
Member is quoting from a document that we The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, | heard
do not have any knowledge of. He has notsomebody say foidhness, it is foolishness for
presented the document to the Parliament sais to behave this way. It is and it is poor
we donodt k nemtieity bfhthe dethlmvi our é
document from which he is quoting. He needs  (Sotto voceomments by Mr. Buchanan)
to tell us where the document comes from. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr.

Mr. HENRY : Madam Speaker, | am Buchanan, please control yourself.
reading from my notes, | held up all of these (Cross talk)
notes. | held up all notes. | am reading from The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Continue.

notes for the Honourable Msier. | will Mr. HENRY : Madam Speker, theBible

furnish the report to the right programme. gives you the answer. Thdible says,
(Cross talks) answereth not aé | ess
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: (Gavely him. (Applause) And | am sure the Reverend

Look here, Me mber s, pHwaitasscan attest riodwhat wdrdol uefit .out. A

guestion was asked on a Point of Order, and So, Madam Speaker, this one | have to be
the Minister has answered. Please, let usvery careful with, because yknow, Madam
conduct é. Speaker, the NARI programme, NARI

Opposition MEMBERS: No, nd progr ammeé.

Mr. KELLIER : He hasnot t AAIMEMBERS Listen carefully Robert.
Madam Speaker. We don 0 (Sotlormocaemmehtaby Mambeepsp r t .
What report, which report is he quoting? We
donot know and you donoét k nN.R.LP. As the
Speaker you dondt know Ma HENRY: e Lethraesmaket surs, httosw n

anybody. writing is a little fine so | will put on my
(Heckling) glasses.
Mr. HENRY: Madam Speaker... The National Road Iprovement

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: A minute, Programme commenced in 2001. It was the
Minister, | am not going to try and compete second phase of deferred financing as
with the noise. So | fanulatéd by theaGowvernnaent atthe time.g ,
do nothing if you don't allow me to hear and A MEMBER: Repeat that.

donot all ow me to spealr HESRY: It vas theesecard pHase bfe
ruling. Can't talk all at mce, cannot speak all deferred financing as formulated by the

at once. Government at the tim¢he same Government
(Heckling) talking about spending offudget. The
A MEMBER: Keep quiet. justification for the programme was due to the

Mr. HENRY : So, Madam Speaker, | turn number of damaged roads and bridges
to apples with apples, so | come to a consequent of flood damage events in years
programme call ed NARI @0 and2001.
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(Cross talk) A MEMB ER: Oh bwoy! Oh Lord!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no, Other MEMBER: You and the
Membes, | cannot hear the Minister and there contractor is cousin.
are people in the Gallery who want to hear (Sotto voceomments by Members)

him. Please let us conduct ourselves, please. Mr. HENRY: Remember me, Madam
A MEMBER: Alright, Minister, gwaan Speaker, remember, Madam Speaker, that is
again. not only off budget this is nowhere because

Mr. HENRY: You know, Madam when | come to how they pay thdlgil want
Speaker, | said early, you know, | did not them to clarify that.

come here foPNP, JLP | am reporting facts (Sotto voceomments by Members)

against facts. Mr. HENRY: Madam Speaker, time may
(Cross talk) not permit me to read every line. Work was
Mr. HENRY: The project goal of the carried out under the 13 parishes across

NRI Pé Jamaica, | have them here. Initially a total of
(Sotto voceomments by Members) 94 road sections &ve to be rehabilitated. No

Mr. HENRY: May be Ronni e wdrkd wast scheduledv for the parish of
about the programme, you know, because heKingston. It should be noted that one of the
was alienated at the time, you mustesnber. contr act or sé not onl vy
He was not in there at the time. Remember iton nine roads. The contracts were
was a three sided camp there, you know. Youimplemented concurrently with each contract
have to decide who is leader and who isperiod of 24 months, ratculation in the
supporter. budget to include the value of increased

The project goal of NRIP was to make numbers of roads damaged from flood rains
significant contribution towards the repair, ISADORE and LiLLY 2001/2002- you are not
rehabilitation of the xsting main road going to like it when | come to Nicole and
network and other roads which were vital to Gustav, you know, not going to like it when |
local interests and industry. Specific of the come toNIicOLE and GusTAv. Well not only
programme involved the rehabilitation of one that, | am going to show you some of the roads
thousand kilometers of roadislisten to this- that they were suppose
tenders were invited from Gradel NCC coming back under JDIP, and written to me by
registered contraors at the time. After due MPs asking me to repair the same roads.
process contracts were awarded to one (Sotto voceomments by Members)

contractor, [ donot Wa HENRY:t MadamnSpealeimportang
contractor é. to this is, there was a lot of show about $8.6
A MEMB ER: What? billion, there is a lot of talk about the depth of

Mr. HENRY: Two contractors. One the programme. | want you to understand,
contractor got $3®Billion for the contract and Madam Speaker; they were going to be
the other one got $184illion. spending $6.3Billion in one year.
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Government MEMBERS: What! project was $3.2Billion, recalculation to
Mr. HENRY: Madam Speaker, this include an increased number of roads bring it
programme was $6.3Billion in one year. to $6.2Billion.

(Cross talk) A MEMBER : What? Hold on, hold on,
A MEMBER: Never come to Parliament. what? No man.
(Sotto voceomments by Members) Mr. RO BERTSON: Under PNP.

Mr. HENRY: Hold on, because | have A MEMBER : Read that again, read that
the consultantés r epoagan.
A MEMBER : Oh, Lord! Read it. Mr. BUCHANAN : The biggest scandal
Mr. HENRY: Because you have to everisthe JLP.
understand how they think, you know. They Mr. HENRY : The tender price and the
think that the damage they left me, | have Minister of Finance, they knew about all this,
continued. Me not like unno. because | was coming to how it was paid.
(Applause/laughter) Mr. BUCHA NAN: Poor people pleased.
The Consul tantéds RepoMrt HENRY : The tender price for the
Mr. MONTAGUE : Read in the mike original project list of roads...
cause Portiaaver know. Mr.BUCHANAN:I t 6s a di sgr
Mr. HENRY : ...the improvement of the Mr. HENRY : ...was approximately $3.2
roads network was identified as crucial to Billion. Recalculation of the budget...
Government of Jamaica programme of Mr. BUCHANAN : Greedy people.
economic reform, because of the importance  Mr. HENRY : In other words, it might
of road transport to agricultural development,have been 6t he run wit
expansion of tourism and increased @xp. A MEMBER : Yes true, sir
This is the same people who sey they Mr. HENRY : ...to include the value of
dondét know how you c hthesimcreasedrnoniber Df roads, damage from

Mr. PERALTO : Yed flood rains...
Mr. HENRY : | inherit this yu nuh, so | (Cross talks
must use some of it. (The Speakegavely
(Cross talky Mr. HENRY : That means you kmg
Mr. HENRY : The project goal was to Madam Speaker...
make significant contribution the same ogs A MEMBER : Sidung! Sidung!

who talking about sidewalk and depth because  Mr. MONTAGUE : Buchanan gwaan
they soon come to the analysis ... towards theoutside for one minute.
repair and rehabilitation of the existing main (Sotto voceommenty
roads and other roads, which are vital to local = The SPEAKER: (Gavelling No!
interest and industry. (Cross talks/heckling
They go on about the 13 parishes, they  (Inaudiblecomment by a Membgr
could name the two contractors, the consultant  Mr. MONTAGUE : Yu tink a cow yu a
is named. The tender price for the original run in a @sture?
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Mr. HENRY : From December 2001 to Mr. HENRY: And | 61 I gi ve
May 2002, they calculate the $3Rlllion to cause | 6m sure you did
come to $6.3Billion. (Cross talks

Mr. MONTAGUE : Where was the (Inaudiblecomment by Dr. Davigs
Minister of Finance? Mr. HENRY : And this is when they were

A MEMBER : Fast asleep. planning to try and remove you too, yu nuh.

Mr. HENRY : As the project nears (Laughter/cross talks
completion in 2003, a financial crisia the A MEMBER : Well orchestrated.

country resulted in nonpayment of contractor Mr. HENRY : Because you know you
bills which caused a slowdown and the were counting on my counterpart on that side
eventual stoppage of the works in Decemberand him never come through for everybody

2003. that counted on him. But a leave that.
Mr. D. PEART : Wha him a sey? Mr. VAZ : Look wey Peter deh, round
Mr. HENRY : Approximately $5.@illion deh soh.
of the total projected budget has been spent Mr. HENRY: Low skill levels- so this is
the roads. why | want you know- low skill levels of
A MEMBER : Five point six? subcontractors, supervisors and labour leading
Mr. HENRY : And | want you to listen to  to substandard construction work.
me Minister of Finance. Mr. MAIR : Wow!
A MEMBER : Minister of Finance was Dr. DAVIES: At least you have a ..
running. (Inaudiblg ... IDIP road.
Mr. HENRY : Implementation- you see Mr. HENRY: Contract documents

this is why when they talk about quality | inadequate in number of respects; insufficient
show them how you manage ajity in a  inadequate control of traffic signage cetera

minute, because | made sure that this wouldinput from political directorate expanded the
never happen to any Government | was a parpprogramme beyond the prime contractors

of. capability to supply sufficient resources.
AMEMBER : Hear,hedrThat 6 s r i g(8rosstalks
Mr. HENRY : Implementation issues: Mr. HENRY : Political intervention
Significant damage to the pavement from recommending which subcontractors or
rainfall during construction. individuals should be used on the work,
Dr. DAVIE S: Unless you have a reporter negatively impacted the schedule of work and
on the road, go ahead. the quality of the finished product.
Mr. HENRY : Significant damage to the Mr. VAZ : What?
pavement by overloaded trucksand all of Mr. PERALTO: 6 Pol i tri ckso.
this has a purpose we are kneeling to you Mr. HENRY : Input from political
know? Therebds a wh o ldieectdnatesexpandedd thé pregramnfie cbeyont h
Leader of the Opposition in brighe§ow. the prime contractors capabilities to supply
Mr. VAZ : Send them a copy. sufficient resources to undertake the work on a

timely basis.
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Mr. MONTAGUE : A soh dem tek di Mr.HENRY: Ext er nal . . . I
money fi run gainst Portia. contractor. How you suddenly know which

Mr. HENRY : They try to repeait. It contractor a talkg d out ? [ don¢
coming to some millions. name of no contractor.

A MEMBER : ThreeHundredMillion. at all.

Mr.HENRY:Contract or s d o n(CGrbsstalky

A MEMBER: Dondt bel i eve HNniHWENRPrattidanot cal l p
dondét mek he talk t o Ilghlyyouknow.

Mr. CHARLES : Three HundredMillion (Cross talks
and still... Mr. MONTAGUE : Were you supporting

Mr. HENRY: . .. Contract ®dsterP?donot .
(Inaudilde) ...is 13 points- | only reading Mr. HENRY : Contractors are sometimes

some of themmcontractor s d deilddotd rars@mpley aguns &t dheir head you
appreciate the obligations after requesting aknow?

practical completion certificate and receiving Dr. DAVIES: You should know.

the defects list. Insurance obtained by the  Mr. HENRY : Yea, and you know too.

contractors per contract to cover daymaof External pressures brought to bear on the

work does not meet the requirements of thecontractors... Knocking ... external pressures

contract. brought to bear on the contractors to start
A MEMBER : Bad. work on @& many roads as possible early in

Mr. HENRY : The insurance industry 2002, led to scheduling problems, material
doesnoét appear t o o fsHomages, dust costrol grablend alaims by &he d
approximately 100 million paid to contractors contractors for additional overheads and to

as insurance. some extent, decrease in the quality of work.
A MEMBER : What? (Cross talks
Mr. HENRY : A beg dem to leee me A MEMBER : Run did it.

alone yu nuhStatus of the project time and Mr. HENRY: So, Mr. Minister of
suspension as is illustrated in the following Finance, present Minister of Finance...
table: Total out section 177, completed roads  Dr. DAVIES: Mr. 3% growth, how are
93... you?
Mr. MONTAGUE : What? Mr. SHAW : Yu nuh know nutten but 3%
Mr. HENRY : ..practical completion 32, growth?
serial defects 16 and finished roads 36. And Dr. DAVIES: Three consecutive years.

you and I... (Cross talky

Mr. CHARLES: Money done a road and Mr. HENRY : A coming to what you can
finish. ask them.

Dr. DAVIES: And you get the same Funding: Initially the contract was
contractors and... indicated that the functioning of that would

Mr. CHARLES : Money done a road and have had to be paid by the contractor. That
stop. wasnot possible in the
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the Ministry of Finance and Planning, the Mr. HENRY : Because, Madam ... finance
Ministry of Works had to provide all the a gwaan. Financing was provided by the
financing. The project, Madam Speaker, wasDevelopment Bank of Jamaica.

never brought to Parliament, as it was not A MEMBER : What!

done on budget but deferred financing. Mr. HENRY : And it was provided at an
MEMBERS: Aah! The opposite. interest rate of 20% to 21%.
Mr. SHAW : Say that again. MEMBERS: Noo!
Mr. ROBERTSON: Read that again. Mr. ROBERTSON: Which road was

Mr. HENRY : As such, the Government that?
of Jamaica, the Ministry of Finance and Mr. HENRY : So this is he people who
Planning, the Ministry of Transport and Works are talking about a 3% loan yu nuh.
-and a know you wer enddpplausea!l ki ng to each ot h
at the time, because a found the file. Miss GRANGE: Yes.

(Laughtej Mr. HENRY : On your instructions, |
(Inaudible commentey some Membejs candét even I(&pplauset hat a
Mr. HENRY : Because you were tiyj Mr. SHAW : That came to Parliament.
to get him to vote for you but him tell you no, Dr. DAVIES: Carried around in suitcases.
you werenot suitabl e s(Grosytalkk and him had a
qguarrel. So | know all of this come into play Mr. H ENRY: But here is how the runkus
yu nuh? Laughte} work, here is how the runkus work.

So the Ministry of Transport and Works, MEMBERS: A dat me waan hear, dat me
with the Ministry of Finance had to provide waan hedr
the financig. The project was never brought Mr. HENRY : The Ministry of Transport
to Parliament and it was not done on budget,would send the request for payment to the

but was deferred financing. DBJ.
Dr. DAVIES : Four HundredMillion US A MEMBER : What!

slush. Mr. STERN: Bypass!
Mr. HENRY : Six pointTwo Billion. Mr. HENRY : The DBJ would then make
(Cross talks/heckling such payment.
A MEMBER : No yellow book, no yellow Mr. STERN: Is a bypass.

book. Mr. HENRY : The Ministry of Finance
(Cross talk¥ would then make the necessary repayment

Mr. HENRY : You see, Madam Speaker, inclusive of interest to DBJ, for the money that
my time in here tell me one thing, try and be was advanced to the Ministry of Transport and

consistent with what you do. Works.
MEMBERS: Yes. Mr. SHAW: And nothng come to
Mr. HENRY: Don 6t b e hy p dParliamdnt, ancriothirg nodhe to Parliament.
play the games for little bit of politicking. A MEMBER: Shame, shame, shame

A MEMBER : Hypocrite! Who was the Minister?
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(Cross talky A MEMBER : May Pen to Hayes?

Mr. HENRY : Worse yet, tell you. When | Mr. HENRY : But, Madam Speaker, | can
said they wereno6t t al doion gnd tpant eubasome o théne but thav h
said the Chairman and the Minister oh&nce  main point, Madam Speaker know who
wasnot t althat megns Minisyrofv like who you know, so tan tell you how you
Transport and Works was not aware when get cross out too yu nuh. So Peter yu get shaft
the Ministry of Finance made the repayment totoo yu nuh... llaughte) ...cause yu was

DBJ. running for leadership and dem was

Mr. MONTAGUE : What! organising gainst yuL@aughte}

Mr. HIBBERT : Hear deh. Nutten caan A MEMBER : Dem fix him business.
go soh(Laughte} Mr. HENRY : But, Madam Speaker, 168

(Inaudible comments by Dr. Dasg roads, 1 7 8 projects went

MEMBERS: Aah! (Applausé National Party-t hat 6 s who dem

(Heckling) yu nuh.

Dr. DAVIES: Yu read the Auditor A MEMBER: What? One sixtgight
General 6s Report? roads?

Mr. HENRY : So, Madam Speaker, | Mr. HENRY : One sixtyeight roads-
hear dem complain about how roads areprojectsswent to t he Peopl e
selected. nine(9) to the Jamaica Labour Party.

A MEMBER : Yes! MEMB ERS: Ooh! Shame!

Mr. HENRY : And a doing that because | Mr. HENRY : And of that nine, two of
gwine show how we do oubusiness you t hem donot belong to J
know. Store is not in the constituency | represent.

Mr. ROBERTSON: Wey di Deacon deh, MEMBERS: Shame! Shame!
he gone to0? Mr. HENRY : But not only that, not only

Mr. STERN: Run dung a May Pen. that.

Mr. HENRY : So, Madam Speaker... (Cross talks

A MEMBER : He gawn pray fi unoo. Mr. MONTAGUE : Oma r , urpriéech s

Mr. HENRY : ...the NRIP budget report... at you.

Mr. ROBERTSON : Mobilisation. Dr. PHILLIPS : Run wid it.

Mr. HENRY : ...thank God for the NARIP Mr. HENRY : Not only that...
| say, because me get one little reddoward Mr. VAZ : Yu want more scandal than
Avenue - the first road me get in 20 years that? Si scandal deh.
from the PNP, twenty nine million one raad Mr. BUCHANAN : Wey di scandal deh?
They even have my name against a road that Mr. HENRY : Mr . Buchanan
dondt exi st i haughte) c o nmake anyreise; lyecause @t that time he got

MEMBERS: Ooh! Crane Rad to Parottee, Mountainside to

Mr. HENRY : They even have me and yu Black River and Pedro Cross to Treasure
sharing a road call May Pen to Hayes. Beach.
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Mr. BUCHANAN : Madam Speaker, on Mr. HENRY: So, Madam Speaker,
a point of order, Madam Speaker, on a pointofl et & s compar e t he pro

order. criticizing now.

(Cross talks/Heckling) Government MEMBER: Remind them,

Mr. HENRY : What is this road? where them coming from.

Mr. BUCHANAN : Madam Speaker, on Mr. BRODERICK: | tell you
a point of order. trouble Mike, you know.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your Mr. HENRY: | did that to show where
point of order, Mr. Buchanan? their minds ar e. Becau
Mr. BUCHANAN : The Member is the driver tell me, | must drive the programme
accusing me wrongfully, because there is nohonest |l y. So, Mr . Driv
road in my constituency by the name of Cranethis programme very well. Because, Madam
Road. Speaker, | now going show how hypocritical

(Cross talks/heckling and howmuch theyodre tryin

(Inaudible comments by MHenry) to stop the peopleds r

Mr. BUCHANAN : Yes, you said Mr. across the country ¢é
Buchanan drawlibld dnét . . . (Mr. HUTCHINSON: Hear, hedr

(Cross talks/heckling GovernmentMEMBER: Hear, hedr

Mr. BUCHANAN : He is misleading this Mr. HENRY: éi n t he i nte
House and that is disingenuous. He mustJamaica.
withdraw it. Government MEMBER: Hear, hedr

Mr. HENRY : Madam Speaker... (Applause by Gosrnment Members)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: (Gavel3 Mr. Mr. HENRY: And not PNP or JLP road.
Buchanan, it d-ole s h 8 v e s®owammenth IEMBER: Full speed
heard him accusing you. ahead

Mr. HENRY: Madam Speaker, | Government MEMBER: Too much road

apologise to Luther for | meant what the to them.
Minister of Opposition Spokesman spoke Mr. HENRY: In 2007, when | came to
about- God rest his soul Danny Buchanan, | the Ministry of Transport and Works, that is

dondt know who |i e, | whatolt foundy iltnagincided with a final
(Inaudible commenjs submission of a programme they started called
Mr. HENRY : Madam Speaker, Madam the Road Maintenance Master Plan. This had

Speaker, Madam Speaker, the list is here. been prepared by them with consultants

Mr. VAZ : A waan see it. Send it come engaged through funding from the EU. The
gi mi. The Minister of Information waan see RMRP contained recommendations for action

it. by then government that was in line witheth
Mr. HENRY : Be my guest. demands from international agencies. They

Ninety-eight per cent went to them under ignored all of that and went through the NARI

PNPOLP Division. programme. It was to create a dedicated fund

A MEMBER : Talk yu talk Mike. for road maintenance and | remind you the
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road maintenance fund was established inThis government prevailed on them and we
2002 about the time of NARIP. It wa® got it to be agreed that they would not do all of
implement a vehicle weight limit enforcement the work nor bring in the labour. So it was
and ensure sustainability for funding for leng negotiated to have Jamaica gradone
term maintenance. contractors hired to do the bulk of the work of
The recommendations clearly stated, and Ithe projects valued at ten million and below.
want everyone listen carefully and the media, Instead of them complimenting the
the recommendations in the RMP clearly Government and the people of Jamaica for
stated that aess on fuel would be required to finding part in this work, they are there
increase the dedicated funding for road criticizing it because they really thirwe think
maintenance and this was vigorously pursuedike them, pork barrel. China Harbour
and put in place by us because they neglectedEngineering Company acted in accordance
to put in place in fear of what is the honesty with the position to select contractors from the
position with the people. In that dedicated NCC list for subcontracting select works.
fund | asked for a hundred per cent for the  The administrative arrangement that has

fund, | got twenty per cent. been put in place are as follows:
The implication, therefore, of the fuel cess A the RMF services the loan and audits
coincided with the IMF agreement, that requests for payments;
resulted in the removal of all Capital A from A the NWA as the implementing agency
the Ministry and, therefore, it coincided with is responsible managing the projects
Chinese Preferential Buyers Credit. That and ensuring the quality of work;
Preferential Buyers Credit was made to the A the Ministry of Transport and Works
world internationally at three per cent interest, has the overarching responsibility for
and we sought to access that required funding the project; asures the integrity of the
to address the needs that they had left by their work managed through the NWA and
own misdeeds. The loan hadhke from China receives detailed quarterly reports.
Ex-Im Bank to the Government of Jamaica. Al | of whi ch Il 6m goir
The applicable interest rate was three perdocuments here.
cent, not the twentpne per cent deferred China ExIm Bank visits on a quarterly

financing they di d. bhdisety éevieav tha \pragress ofb wodkaand e
theydbve appeared at eGhiea yHarboormrmaoes t its analysi$ hady 6 r
aware that under the Predatial Buyers performance of the subcontractors to ensure
Credit the loan is made between governmentthe integrity of the work.

and government , but t Madam tSGpse alkerChilnbens es
contractor that must carry out the work. read, and they must be seeing a lot of signs all
Chinese contractor has to be the mainover the country. Mayb
contractor for the project; all of this they them, ehh? For year one and year.two

know. And indeed, under the Hm Bank Mr. VAZ: But they donét
agreement, the Chinese contractor shouldWait til the money come from the 2011
really carry out forty per cent of the work. budget.
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(Inaudible comment follows) Mr. M. PEART: Whey yuhno stop yuh
Mr. HENRY: Because what is out there noise.

is for the first two years. Mr. HENRY: The population density.
(Inaudible commeny Mr. Va2 Parochial roads included under the JDIP were

Mr. HENRY: But let me emphasize selected by the respective councils and | will
becase some of us on every side as youcome to examples, here.

represent people have a problem. (Cross talk)
Mr. VAZ: A no thief we thief the money. Mr. M. PEART: Rubbish, rubbish him
Mr. HENRY: But they left the country in talking.
such disrepair that we really ne€dio Billion (Cross talk)
Dollars to repair the roads of this country not Mr. HENRY: So t hey kno
Four Hundred Million. population served.
Mr. VAZ: US, say US. (Cross talk)
Mr. HENRY: US. Mr. HENRY: They know about schools
Mr. VAZ . US, that deh money too strong and hospitals. They know about agricultural
to convert back to Jamaican. areas access, access to attractions, access to
Mr. D. PEART: The country bankrupt main roads and link roads, urgent conditions.
man. We caan go so far in the trough. It is all part of the master plawhich was left,
Mr. VAZ: Trough, trough, yuh see how and which | merely am implementing. That
your neckextrememgé it ds master plan, therefore, cannot be argued by
(Inaudible commeny Mr. D. Peant them that they donot
Mr. HENRY: Indeed, Madam Speaker, c hos en. But [ tell w h

the idea of how you how you choose a road know a road is chosen. | have here before me,
is known by them under the main roads. some requests.

Generally speaking, main roads will be Dr. PHILLIPS: You have mine in here.
selected based on traffic count, economic Mr. HENRY: | donot bring
analysis, oads will be selected based on the but | come to yours in a minute

Road Maintenance Master Plartheir plan, (Sotto voceommentby Dr. Phillipg

and yet they say they M.HENRY: Requests forrands torepair d s
are chosen. That includes things like theto support law enforcement and activity. |
roughness index, the traffic count, the wanted to show you the extent which we
importance of roads as it relates to schools,look at this project as being important to
health centres, civic centres, the areas wherecountry,

communities have been cut off. And | want to (Inaudible commeny Mr. D. Peant
emphasize these points when | come to how Mr. HENRY: Therefore, | asked the

they reacted to the programme. Commissioner of Police to providme with
Mr. VAZ: How unno so quiet? A roads that would assist in the area of crime
Whapen? prevention. That was never, eveme. | wrote

(Inaudible commeny Mr. Fagaip to the Commissioner of Police, he wrote back
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to me, or to the NWA for law enforcemént Mr. HENRY: About fifteen.

this is how roads are selected other than by Dr. PHILLIPS: Okay and you déour.

PNP or JLP, gentlemen. Mr. HENRY: | have to do four in yea
Mr. M. PEART: Rubbish him talking one. ltdéds a four year
GovernmentMEMBER: Teach therh trying to get-

Mr. WITTER: Teachthem a new way, a Dr. PHILLIPS: One, three, five, seven.

new dispensation. Mr. HENRY: Yes, i tos a
GovernmentMEMBER: Roads 101. programme, you do four this year, you do four
Mr. HENRY: St. Andrew Central nextyear and finish the rest and you go for ten

Divison-and |1 6m seeing tyleatr sgou can see

what is in year one and what is in year two, (Applause byGovernment Member)

ehh In the St. Andrew Central Division, Mr. HENRY: éand you donodt

Barbican Road, if you go algrBarbican Road country abandoned after twenty years.

now you can see the sidewalks are being put  Dr. PHILLIPS: All right.

in, ready for the asphalted concrete to come.  Mr. HENRY: Thank you very much.

That is done because the Commissioner of Mr. D. PEART: And him really believe

Police said that it would assist in the area ofwey him sey.

crime prevention. Not Mr. Delroy Chuck who A MEMBER: One more time

wrote me, Commisener of Police. Mr. HENRY: | trying had not to call
In the same year one programme, is Northeverybody.

Street in Kingston Central and Bay Farm in Government MEMBER: Teach dem,

Olympic Way, and Penwood Road. In year teach derh

two, which is the year we going to be Mr. HENRY: | have one from an office
addressing, Upper King Street, Woodpecker of Member of Parliament.
Ave are going to be addressed. Theryear Mr. VAZ: Who dat? Which one? Call
three and four, we address the others. dem name.
Mr.D. PEART: Three and f ourMr.WBENRY:tI bdkondt i ke t
t her e, s 0 y ou ddoatthét.t hfarviee n s wiomr g ne (Thomas,
Mr. HENRY: Because you see, Madam and is not my colleague here.
Speaker (Laughter)
Dr. PHILLIPS : Is four roads yuh gwine Mr. HENRY: He has sent me five and
fix in a year? two, seven and three, ten, fifteen roads like the
Mr. HENRY: Four roadscoming from  Commissioner.
that list. Dr. PHILLIPS: Yes.
(Inaudible commeny Mr. Va2 Mr. HENRY: You want me give him and
Mr. HENRY: Fr om t he Co mnekavwayyourseér 0 s
list. Dr. PHILLIPS: | would like some
Dr. PHILLIPS: How much road on the Mr. HENRY: You getting a big bridge a

Commi ssionero6s | ist? soon come to that, but
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you Kknow, t hamés | wmy svarkhi®tp comreehde | believe it is only fair
help you too much. A tthdt they gat sordei ofitedvork! s har e all

the information coming in, so, you know. Mr. VAZ: Let them go, let them go. Bus
Dr. PHILLIPS: Give me some roads. My them.
people dem have no roads. Mr.HENRY: A" They are regi

Mr. HENRY: But he left out the one contractors and would therefore fulfill the
which was his priority. His priority was Bath | e g a | and t e dankiGodithe cr
to Barrettds Gap i s ipardh Thnager mevexr dfollows him.t e t ¢
almost thirty per cent complete. But you also recommend four contractors, three is not on
included some roads that were included underthe NCC list at all.

NARIP,you know. So | don 6 tMr. ¥AZo And oné gne & miton. g o t
caught in the bad Administration there. But (Laughter)

Il 6m just trying to showryboRBEARTh éndtyou sodnifollgy o f
side because | have another one from thedem.

Member of Parliament of South West Dr. DAVIES: | want every road written
Clarendon. This one come to me by way of aand call every road PNP road and JLP road.

copy beause he is writing the parish manager Mr. HENRY: Another way we choose
and hebs saying +tnow,t reoagar iissh fmaoma gtehre ci t i
they say they dondt kmydand onevflom Bemont BirictdLawrdndee y 0

doing? Right? 1 6m inTraeeeinptwhothai $ewtiett d
Minister Mike Henry on the above matter is year two on Work OrdeEight because we
which is Jacobds Hut detoa dilizeh kequBest wee send and check it,

because we know not every MP live good with
(HON. EDMUND CURTIS BARTLETT, (JLP),  everybody. And we know that the people
St. James, East Central, Minister of themselves will cry ou That is on Work

Tourism entered and tookhis sea) Order Eight to start in year two. Citizens sent
(Inaudible comment by Opposition us the photograph, showed us the damage,
Membel) made the request. The officers went out there

Mr. HENRY: | letting you off the hook and checked in the interest of the citizens
right now, you know. Which | understand is whether they be PNP, JLP, or no P at all. We
scheduled to start sbo | welcome any feelthattheci ti zends i ssue m
initiative to repair the very important road as (Applause by Government Members)
evidenced by my lobbying at the Gleaner (Inaudible commeny Mr. Va2
Company, Chamber of Commerce, Versailles Government MEMBER: Governance,
Hotel. But then, Madam Speaker, | would like unno no see that.
to take the opportunity to recommend a Mr. HENRY: It is possible, Madam
number of companies to beonsidered for Speaker, that they don
subcontractual work. These have beenor dondheitral koumcitl | or
assisting me in maintaining some semblancesure that they have some councillors in St.
of roadway at their cost, and now that the Elizabeth and they certainly have in Trelawny.
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Because the Trelawny list | got from the we come to how the contractors were chosen,
May or 6 so apdayod asking number of by ads, and by reference, and | have the letter
roads, we must share information and whenfrom the Chinese contractor. And indeed, my
we coming.Roads for periodic maintenance coleague from St. Thomas has written me that
and roads under é. . he might have a problem because in St.

Madam Speaker, this is not a programme Thomas there is no Grade | contractor, and he
of work where you spend $2 Million here, $1 has written me, pointing that out. It is a serious
Million here, $3 Million here, and it wash problem in the country that we are short of
away. Grade | contractors.

(Sotto voceommenty Member} Mr. CHARL ES: Both PNP and JLP.

Mr. HENRY: So, when you send me a Mr. HENRY : So, this is how we check
list which says that a road is $3 Million, and now as against thethat side Madam Speaker.
when we survey it welhbve mdny handove inheried Gugtaviahd o r
because it is an infrastructure programme forNicole. Gustav and Nicole, in St. Andrew the
life, we cannot approach it like that. damage was $1.6 Billion alone, in St. Andrew.

Dr. HARRIS: (I naudi bl e) In&tcThamas $b Billion damage.
when one is $3 Million and the other one is A MEMBER : Where?
$20Mi | | i oné Mr. HENRY : Therefore, in any area that

(Sotto voceomments) you do, if you have no damage to get to the

Dr. HENRY: So, the same thing applies people, that parish is likely to have more
because we sel ectedé beaadse gdu dreh eorrextm@ the rpeaple'sS t
Elizabeth, we have selected four for year one,problems.
out of the 24 submitted: Newell to Bethany, (Sotto voceommenty Member}

Seaview to Queensbury, Smoothland to Mount ~ Mr. HE NRY: And | can tell you what we
Plymauth, Institution Drive and Retirement have spent there since. But, in our quality
Road, Cransbrook to Cornwall. And we have approach, Madam Speaker, the difference
finished the Black River seawall inthatarea. bet ween us and t hemé

So, Madam Speaker, | mentioned earlier (Sotto voce&ommenty some Membejs
that the programme started a long way, but let ~ Mr. HENRY : Here, in my hand, Madam
me also point out that when they talk abo Speaker- and the Press will be getting this
how contractors are selected, let me remindthis is a 46 page- 48-page document of every
the House that at the moment on the Nationalspecifications that must be complied with
Contracts Committee list, officially, we only under the JDIP.
have ten10) Grade | contractors. And indeed, (Applause)
seven (7) of them are working on this If you turn, you will see what you must do
programme. during construction: single road, prime coat,

A MEMBER : What! what it must be. And each of these is

Mr. HENRY: Indeed, we have expanded measuredbecause built into each contract is
the programme to allow anyone who getsan independent check that is available with
upgraded and become Grade | to qualify. AndChina EXIM Bank, and the Works Agency
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insisted on. And | have told every contractor fill out and give to check. It has such thing as
| have to recheck, that is. | travel with a the location line, the dimension of rubble
sledge hammer and a measuring tool, and if masonry wal | s. It has,
lick the sidewalk and it collapses with one work shall conform to design drawings. The
lick, they not getting paid for that, and dem masonry shall be kept
haffi go rebuild it. of this is continuously checked and ths
A MEMBER : Hear, hedr about another twenty pages. All of that,
Mr. HENRY : So, this piece is my Bible. Madam Speaker é
And | travel with the experts to say what they AMEMBER: They dondt wan
do and what they don't do. &mdition to that, |  they will fail the Elections.
demand from the Works Agency, an analysis Mr. HENRY: All of that is then analyzed
of every contractor. This is the sheet that | get.to the Ministry in a Quality Assurance
(Displaying sheet) This sheet states work Directorate.  The  Quality  Assurance
order, progress, and score. It states theDirectorate, JIP Critical Wall Programme,
contractor, and it states his progress, his scorenside here is the photograph which shows
for work, his score for quality, his score for before and after.

documents, his score for the work site, his AMEMBER:Wh oi ! That 6s ri
score for what other issues, and others, and Mr. HENRY: | t shows contir
total. And the contractors are graded. A MEMBER : Whoil!

A MEMBER : Ongoing assessment. Mr. HENRY: éand it avail a

Mr. HENRY : So, every contractor is whether PAAC, PAC, or anywhere they call
graded. | don't wanbotcall contractor's name, me, ths is available. And this is my March
but it varies from 89.5 per cent satisfaction report.
through 93, the lowest being 79. And all of (Applausefotto voceomments)

this is provided by China EXM Bank Mr. HENRY : Compare that to their
themselves. Because we insult the ChineseNARI Programme and you will find where
Government i f we do theo tmindsedre. e/oue havet ieen ettinge i

taxpayers money #y are lending us too. And nyamburgers, know better than that.

they come here every quarter to investigate the A MEMBER : That's so transpant.

work that is being done. So, it is sheer Mr. HENRY : So, | said to the NWA,
irresponsibility for them to be trying to attack compare what work that happened under
the programme, because it is a goodNicole and Gustav, because with the
programme and what they don't want is intervention of the IMF we had no Capital A,
success that imp#s on the people out there.  and we had to absorb programmes that were

(Applause) then into the JDIP.
A MEMBER: You see, if you build the Mr. CHARLES : You see that?
road they will lose the Election. Mr. HENRY: So, | had a report of the

Mr. HENRY: That 6s not a Imoneye acrostMthel @arshesevery parish so
Speaker. This is the JDIP quality insurance spent. So, | have it here: Clarendon $2.7
assurance form. This, every contractor has toBillion; Hanover, $170 Million; Kingston $1.7
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Billion. Remember i t 6 s Mra ICHARHES n eJaclkdsn Hillv Rioad,h i

the marooned areas, cetera all here. Persimmon Avenue- | believe somebody
Madam Speaker, this is therefore in my coming in now lives near Persimmon Avenue.

hand, the work that was caused by Nicole andPersimmon Avenue, you aware of that road?

Gustav. 1t is here, of (M Simpsomdlillenreodse col | ect

photographs. The Press can go and look. @A MEMBER : Good roa, good road.

Mount Horeb to St. Andrew, 55 per cent Mr. HENRY : Persimmon Avenue, 35 per

complete. Papine to Hardware Gap, damagecent complete but you know they call me and

up yoncer, 90 per cent complete; Red Light to say | shouldn't give you that road, you know.

Hardware Gap, 90 per cent complete; Border  (LaughterSotto voc&omments)

to Cuffy Gully, 100 per cent complete; Mr. HENRY : Halls Delight, Red Light

Comfort Castlei Mr. Rhodd should cheér District...

Comfort Castl eé break ¢oitayceanimenPhy Mt lirisnd 9 0

per cent compl et e. Ch e eArMEMBHRe Everyonecatdene getéroad.

A MEMBER : Cheer nuh Acomplainb out é
(Applause) Mr. HENRY : You will never get through.
Mr. MONTAGUE : Cheer, Mr. Rhodd. AMEMBER:He has achi eve
(Sotto voce&eommens) person.
Mr. HENRY : Comfort Castle break is Mr. CHARLES : Send a copy to them so
three break away yu nuh, is three break awaythem can see it.
yu nuh... A MEMBER : He has achieved.
AMEMBER:How muché (Sotto voceommentdy Member$
Mr. HENRY: Three; Comfort Castle, Mr. CHARLES : They want the road

number one break awayQ $er cent; number programme to stop. That's why them send and
two break away, 90 per cent; break away atmake the Chinese Government take back the

Portland, 80 per cent. money.
Mr. MONTAGUE : Dr. Rhodd get weh. (Crosstalk)
Mr. CHARLES : All complete? Mr. HENRY : In this file, ten per cent to
Mr. MONTAGUE : Harris, you not 49 per cent folded and ready. Cavalier's break
listening how much Rhodd get? away 25 per cdn started; Cane Shegkull
(Sotto voceomments) Point, 25 per cent, all of the roads; New Port

Mr. HENRY : Now, | could have said that West; Port Bustamante, 36 per cent in
he is a PNP like their NARI programme, don't progress. Every programme is listed here in
do it. But, the people on Friday can now drive respect of the work done as it related to the
across for the first time and... Alligator Church needs of the area.
bridge étwenty years nevylGHARLES): PNB orb B P, ntgnuld o n

(Applause) matter. Unnu wicked, same like how Chinese

Mr. CHARLES : Say something, man. Government teck back the money.

Say thanks, for your own PNP Minister never Mr. HENRY: You see, a tek you all
do that. evening if | read them. Trelawny: Martha
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Brae, Kinloss, Trelawny; Martha Brae to Mr. HE NRY: He said it's not his road, it

Kinl ossé is the McConnell's road. So, he don't regard
Mr. CHARLES : What! the McConnells as being part of Jamaica. And,
Mr. HENRY : Martha Brae to Peru... Mr. Speaker Madam Speaker...

A MEMBER: It is a disgrace. A MEMBER : Yuh silent now.
(Sotto voceommentdy some Membejs Mr. HENRY : Madam Speaker, | now
Mr. HENRY: No, his girlfriend lived on  come to the $10Million we have to pend...

one road that | wouldn't do so that upset him. A MEMBER : This year.

(Laughter/Crossalk) Mr. HENRY : ..this year. Because

And he came to me and said he wouldn't wanteverything that | have given you here, is under
his wife to catch him rushing hoe € d r o pyeai ame, but some year one stretch into year
a pot hole. And | say | can't do it because yuhtwo. | heard somebody moved a motion about

girlfriend lives on that road. community roads. | don't want to go back to
(Laughter) Fairview whch isn't started yet because we
Incomplete, 50 to 89 per cent. Every road is have to start Fairview. Fairview is in the MP
listed. area of the Deputy Prime Minister. But, that
Lucky Valley Pen Road, Bog Walk, area has been flooding for nearly twentid
NeitaHeadley, 80 per cent complete. years; you have houses abandoned.
Mr. CHARLES : What! A MEMBER : What!
A MEMBER: Don't support him, you are Mr. HENRY : That's because you only
a good ma. patch the road and you don't put in place the
(Sotto voceommentdy Member¥ drainage necessary.

Mr. HENRY : So, Madam Speaker, here (Applause)
is the folder for the Press. Every road is listed. So, what we normally request for $30 Million
You can go and check and see thike the is not going to be $200 Million. But when we
NARIP, where we prevailed on the contractor, build the retention pond for the drainage, we
we tell them buy bad marl or we will tell them are going to impact on six communitgeas in
to campaign before they get the work. that area, and solve that problem.

Mr. SPENCER: Every road is registered. (Applause)

Mr. HENRY : Ninety to one hundred per Mr. CHARLES : All Sister P cousin dem
cent complete. It is not just listed, the will get road. One of your cousins come from
photographs are there. That is how we reportup there.

that is how we do, before and after. Mr. HENRY : So, in the one per cent
(Applause) roads that | have to visit, | don't think | am
Mr. CHARLES : All the potholes have going to be as bachinded as they are. But is a

been repaired. whole heap of them is at one per cent start.

Mr. HENRY : | don't want to embarrass And since | put it into $150 Million
the former Minister, but how far Worthy Park programme, it is only $10Million; | will
Road reach? Three hundred Million. build it on the basis of need, immediacy, till

A MEMBER : How much im get? the next year's programme starts. But they are
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here, Madanspeaker, work not yet started. Opposition MEMBER: What about St.
A MEMBER : May Pen to Chapelton. Thomas?
Mr. CHARLES : May Pen to Chapelton, Mr. HENRY: No, but you see | had a
please. call from Michael Peart. Him say him got so

Mr. HENRY: And here is the kinds of much under the (Narif). | must not give you
problems | will face. We examined the design all and gi him some.
for the breakaway at the Port Henderson and  (Sotto voce&emarks by Mr. M. Peart)
have done some mditiation based on current Mr. HENRY: Yuh waan mi give it to
practices. You know why, Madam Speaker, if him. Yuh waan mgive it to him. (Laughter)
we have to reduce a programme, the budgeAnd him said to me that him don't support one
we have for the breakaway to that Portmore isleader, | must support the other one.

$300 Million. We candt Ms MaPEART:a MablansSpeaker, onfan d
we are going to fix it for a community we point of order. The Member is misleading the
have to firish it if we start it. House. The Member is misleading the House.
(Sotto voceemarks by Dr. Guy) My letter to he Member actually pointed out
Mr. HENRY: So i n Dr . G u yhéatshe mameda numbee of roads that would
don't start doing Lyndon Housing Scheme. be done in my constituency, only to discover
(Sotto voceemarksby Member} that none of the roads to be rehabilitated on
Mr. HENRY: No, we don't startit. You his letter to me, none of them was actually in
are nice to me because that's hoeytlsay |  my constituency.
choose it. Mr. BUCHANAN: Not one!
(Sotto voceemarks) Mr. M. PEART: And him coming here

Mr. HENRY: That's why they don't start now and putting on this little charade, man.
because we have to put in pipes. Some ofThis is foolishness!
them when | say don't start, we know we have Mr. SHAW: No, nd
problems and you know that. That's why | Mr. HENRY: Is that a point of order?
don't know how your councillors clliget up  He does an indignity to the name Michael and
and talk about Fern Gully. For you know we he should know better than that.
have to move the water pipes first. You know Mr. PICKERSGILL: What is the
we have to move the electricity poles first. ruling?
You know we have to design them all. So you The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister
know that even in terms of the start the probably you could just clarify for him then,
preliminary work takesine. just clarify for him.

(Sotto voceemarks by Dr. Phillips) Mr. HENRY: | don't recall the call of

Mr. HENRY: So | do have Jacob's Hut, who called me and say don't give him the
| do have Eden River Bridge. | do have the road, but maybe Mr. Rlips can tell me. |
Eden River Bridge in Peralto. | do have the didn't recall it. My phone wasn't even
Port Maria footbridge in St. Mary. working then.
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Mr. D. PEART: You can't recall.
(Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Shaw)
Mr. HENRY: So, Madam Speaker, |

want us not to focus, | want us not to focus, |

am finisked with the JDIP, every programme,
every road, every

issue, every selection

Mr. CHARLES: And you say you were
Minister ofe .

Mr. HENRY: We recognize that.

Mr. PICKERSGILL: Yuh love chat and
you candét trace. Meet

Mr. HENRY: We realize that the urban

process is there, every breakaway is thereand suburban levels have got to be addressed.

phoograph, everything to start inedr One
andTwo. We will take what we don't have in
YearTwo toYearThree. | will take it toy ear
Your. | will take it to YearFive, and for the
information of the spokesman yesterday | will
go into JDIP 10. (Applause)l am going to
build all the roads back in this country.

Mr. CHARLES: They ain't see nothing
yet. You ain't see nothing yet.al 'til next
year.

Mr. HENRY: Other infrastructure works

not in JDIP. The Palisadoes sea defence

Therefore we have an IDB loan, two two
seven six (2276) that is aimed at the
performance bid roadmaintenance that is
maintaining the roads. For that we have
earmarked $B/illion beginning this year. The
targetted locations are on thdorth Coastal
Highway spanning Negril to Westmoreland. It
is works that is chiefly consistent with bushing
and draimand cleaning.

(Sotto voce remarks by Opposition
Member)

Mr. HENRY: Negril and Westmoreland.

project, the progress 15%. You see time won'tSorry, spanning Negril, Westmoreland and

permit me to do everything with tée.

Mr. MONTAGUE: Take your time, we
have all day. . . They atd walk out, we don't
mind.

Mr. HENRY: It commenced and is on its

Port Antonio. It's all those roads that have to
be addressed.

The Memorandum of Understanding has
been estaidhed with the National Solid
Waste. | want to pay them thanks because if

way and it is meant to prevent and protect theany of you drove recently, as | did Sunday, if
sea defence of the country. And I clarify once you drove from Westmoreland all the way to
more, it's a twdane highway with a wide Ocho Rios, | have never seen more cleaning
enough shoulder that for the future if you want and bushing that is being done in thisicoy.
to expand it you can, because that is vision (Applause)
and with a boardwalk for people to walk and Mr. CHARLES: Thank God for the Solid
sell coconuts and look at the lights of the Waste team.
harbour; 20% complete. And itis meant to Mr. HENRY: | may be proud to drive
save the $200 million they invested in the but it may be disappointing. And | must agree
airport knowing that the roacould be  with the CEO of the National Solid Waste,
threatened at any time and that you can'tthat basically we must do better with how
privatize Norman Manley if you leave it we digose of garbage and how we dispose of
unconnected at below sea level. plastic in this country. It included a project
Government MEMBER: No access to for the implementation support of nearly
airport. 500,000 for training to be conducted by the
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Mona School of Business for 20 members of (Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Charles)

staff of the NWA and the Ministry of Mr. HENRY: Sheffield to Negril,
Trarsport as part of the quality assurance thatWestmoreland, the Phase | of $5Bélion
we are seeking. drainage improvement contract has been

It includes a road safety improvement for awarded to DR Foote Construction Limited
road marking, for traffic signs, for traffic for 201213 implementation.
signals. And this is also tied with the machine (Sotto voceemarks by Dr. McNei)l
we got through the EGrant that will enhance Mr. HENRY: Some have to go into
the installtion of road markings. It has the 2012/13; you begin your design stage. The
strengthening of the Road Safety Unit to master drainage plan has been awarded to
prevent and maintain the levels of accidents. Stanley Consultant for a 4fonth duration

I think everyone of us who drive along period and has now started. Ti@outhern
Washington Boulevard now must remember Coastal Highway technical study will be
that there have been successive Ministersmplemented this year and there will be
before me. think there are about four of them physical progress on the Dry River Bridge for
that preceded me. Most of you who drove which the contract to KIER has been awarded
along Washington Boulevard would have and it's nearly complete. The bridge
noticed how long the bridges stayed there butconstruction is 80% completed and theesu
were never connected. You wondered whystructure 25%. | will remind that will be
one person would put in a whole heap of completed in 2011/12. | remind you that's the
bridges and thedon't connect the road. Well bridge that was washed away which connects
the Washington Boulevard is about to be Kingston to St. Thomas, in which we start to
completed, is 80% completed and at the end ofreplace that bridge after Gustav in 48 hours.

July/August it will be openedApplause) We now will have a foutanebridge installed
(Sotto voceemarksby some Membejs on that Dry River Bridge ready to open in
Mr. HENRY: Then we have the June.(Applause)

IDB/GOJ Transportation frastructure Loan. A MEMBER: Fergie, clap man.

This relates to Yallahs in St. Thomas, $1.5 (Sotto voceemarks by Mr. Charles)

Million to do work; Red Hills, St. Andrew to Mr. HENRY: We have to realign and

Bog Walk, rehabilitation of the drainage and deal with tle AgualtaVale, St. Mary corriar.
improvement. Scott's Cove to Belmont, PhaseAnd under the KuwaitPhase Il Rehabilitation

I, tender is out, Phase Il is in progress and theProgramme that work will begin this year.
geotechical investigation is finished and The activities include the commencement of
thatds going to be atlan@ acqueitiop end dhe tutility eslocation to) S §
Million this year. Old Harbour, St. Catherine, complete in next year's budget.

Sandy Bay in Clarendon, the gthnical We inherited the RA Murray programme
investigations- because we can't make the and that is now complee . I'tds con
same mistake they madeis 100% commted  Johnson River, St. Thomas; Seven Rivers, St.
but we have start that in 2012/2013. James; Milk River, Clarendon; Black River,






